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The Big List of World History Terms

Aachen  Formerly known as Aix-la-Chapelle. An historic spa, later

industrialized, located in Germany. In the Roman period, it was a watering

place and was named Aquae Grani. By 470 the Franks had driven the Romans out

and established themselves there. Under Frankish emperor Charlemagne, it became

the capital of the Frankish Empire. Charlemagne built his palace here and most

of his successors were crowned here until 1531. In the 1600s Aachen declined in

importance.

Abbadides (Abbadids)  Arab Muslim dynasty that briefly ruled Seville, Spain

(1023-1091). They were in power from the collapse of the caliphate of Cordoba

to the occupation of Seville by the Almoravides.

Abbasids  Dynasty of Muslim caliphs who ruled the Empire of the Caliphate (750

-1258). The Abbasids were the second great dynasty of the Islamic Empire who

based their claim to rule on descent from Abbas, uncle of Mohammed. In 750, the

Abbasids led by Abu Al-Abbas overthrew the Umayyads, the first Islamic ruling

dynasty and transferred the capital of the empire from Damascus to Baghdad. The

dynasty reached its peak during the reign of Harun Al-Rashid (786-809) and

Mamun (813-833) when the Islamic empire experienced a golden age of culture. In

later years, corruption and stagnation resulted in the decay of the empire and

after 1000, it became fragmented.

Abd-al-Hamid II (1842-1918)  Ottoman sultan. He replaced his liberal brother,

Murad V, on the Ottoman throne in 1876, declared him insane, and abolished his

constitution. He attempted to block Western ideas, to control the nation with

an iron hand, and to turn back the clock. This finally led to a coup in 1908 by

young army officers demanding a constitution and a homogeneous nation. Hamid

was deposed in 1909 and his brother Muhammed V (r.1909-1918), was placed on the

throne -- in name only, for the government was actually controlled by an

organization known as the Young Turks.

Abdullah, king of Jordan (Abdullah ibn Hussein) (1882-1951)  First king (1946

-1951) of newly independent Jordan. During the Arab-lsraeli War (1948 and

1949), he took the West Bank of the Jordan River and subsequently annexed the

territory. He was assassinated in 1951.

Abelard, Peter (1079-1142)  An important scholastic philosopher who became a

brilliant and highly influential teacher at the University of Paris in the

1100s. After a tragic love affair with Heloise, he entered a monastery. His

theological writings met with ecclesiastical condemnation in 1122 and 1141 and

he was excommunicated by the pope. Abelard's book Sic it Non (Yes and No)

raised many questions about church doctrine. He sought to foster thought and

inquiry for he believed that "By doubting we come to inquiry and by inquiry we

perceive the truth."

Aberhard, William (1878-1943)  Canadian politician who advocated social credit,

or cash payments to citizens by the government. He helped to organize the

Social Credit party in Alberta and served as Alberta's premier (1935-1943), but

was unable to implement his programs.

Abraham  In the Old Testament, the first Hebrew patriarch. According to the

biblical account, in about 1800 B.C. he led the Hebrews who were originally

herders from Ur into Canaan.

Absolutism  Government under which the ruler has unlimited power. The

development of absolutism is closely associated with the emergence of modern

nation states in the late 1400s and replaced feudalism as the form of

government. However, it dates back to ancient times where it was practiced by

the tyrants in Greek city-states and in the neighboring Oriental empires.

Abu-al-Abbas (as-Saffah) (722-754)  Muslim caliph (750-754), founder and first

caliph of the Abbasid dynasty who overthrew the Umayyad caliph.

Abu Bakr  The father-in-law of Mohammed who became the first caliph or

successor to Mohammed. He was an early follower of Mohammed and accompanied him

on the flight from Mecca in 622. Selected by Mohammed as his successor, Abu

Bakr continued the Prophet's work and was responsible for conquering Arabia and

beginning the compilation of the Koran.

Acadia  Former French colony in North America. It included what are now the

coastal Canadian provinces of Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, and Prince Edward

Island, as well as parts of Maine.

Achaeans  Indo-European people who invaded the Greek peninsula from the north

around 2000 B.C. They intermixed with the local population as they conquered

new territory and eventually extended their conquests over the Peloponnesus, or

southern half of Greece. Warrior kings ruled walled cities that were built at

Mycenae, Thebes, and other locations in southern Greece. The civilization of

the Achaeans is called Mycenaean and it was built on the achievements of the

earlier Minoan civilization. According to the Iliad and the Odyssey, two famed

epic poems by Homer, around 1250 B.C. under the leadership of the king of

Mycenae, the Achaeans attacked Troy and destroyed it in the ensuing Trojan War.

Frequent warfare among the rival Mycenaean kingdoms caused the civilization's

decline and it was destroyed by Dorian invaders, illiterate Greek-speaking

people. The collapse of this civilization in about 1100 B.C. ushered in a

period called the Dark Ages which lasted until about 800 B.C.

Achaemenids  Ancient Persian dynasty founded in the 7th century B.C. that

included the founder of the Persian Empire, Cyrus the Great and provided kings

of the empire from 550-330 B.C.

Achilles  Legendary Greek hero of Homer's Iliad and prominent Greek warrior in

the Trojan War. After hearing a prophecy of his death at Troy, his mother

dipped him in the river Styx to make him immortal, but the heel by which she

held him was not touched by the water. Odysseus persuaded him to go to the

Trojan War. The Iliad recounts his quarrel with Agamemnon, his withdrawal from

the fighting, his grief over the slaying of his friend Patroclus by Hector, and

how he avenged the death of Patroclus by slaying Hector. Achilles was himself

killed by Paris who wounded him in the heel with a poisoned arrow.

Acropolis  The fortified, elevated citadel, or hilltop fortress around which

life revolved in the Greek city-states. The famed Athenian Acropolis, a hill

about 260 feet high, was covered during the time of Cemon and Pericles with the

Parthenon and other buildings that are considered great architectural works.

Actium, battle of  Here the forces of Octavian who later became Augustus

defeated the forces of Antony and Cleopatra in 31 B.C. By his victory, Octavian

became the sole ruler of the Roman Empire.

Act of Settlement  Passed by Parliament in 1701, it provided that if Queen Anne

(the Protestant daughter of James II who was overthrown in the Glorious

Revolution and succeeded by William and Mary) who came to the throne after the

deaths of William and Queen Mary, died without an heir, the throne was passed

to the House of Hanover upon the succession of King George I.

Act of Supremacy  Two acts of Parliament that gave the English king supreme

authority over the Church of England and thus broke ties with Rome. The first,

in 1534, made Henry VIII head of the church in England, and the second, in

1559, vested this authority in Elizabeth I.

Act of Union  In 1707, it merged the separate governments of England and

Scotland into one kingdom known as Great Britain. The Scottish Parliament was

abolished and Scots were given seats in the House of Lords and the House of

Commons.

Addis Ababa  The capital city of Ethiopia. It was founded by Menelik II in

1889. It was the capital of Italian East Africa (1936-1941).

Addison, Joseph (1672-1719)  Well-known English essayist, poet, and dramatist.

Addison is best remembered for his essays on manners and morals and literary

critiques. His style combined wit, elegance, and clarity. Addison's essays

appeared in three literary journals, The Tatler, The Spectator, and The

Guardian. Addison was also a Whig politician who served as a member of

Parliament and held various government posts.

Adelard of Bath  A 12th-century English scholastic philosopher famed for his

scientific studies. He introduced Arabic works in science, mathematics, and

philosophy that influenced medieval thought, especially that of medieval

scholastic scholars who sought to synthesize traditional Christian thought with

the new secular learning.

Adenauer, Konrad (1876-1967)  In 1949, when Great Britain, the United States,

and France combined their three occupied German zones into the German Federal

Republic of West Germany, Konrad Adenauer the leader of the Christian Democrats

was elected as chancellor. He had been mayor of Cologne from 1917, a member of

the legislature of the Rhine province, had ordered Nazi flags removed from

Cologne when Hitler visited it in 1933, was removed as mayor by Goering, and

was twice jailed by the Nazis. At the age of 73 "der Alte," the Old One, was

elected chancellor in 1949, and the Western allies replaced military governors

with civilians.

Adowa, battle of  In March of 1896 Italian invading forces fought the Ethiopian

forces of Emperor Menelik II at Adowa in Ethiopia. Menelik's army defeated the

Italians who were greatly outnumbered thereby insuring the independence of

Ethiopia and allowing Menelik to go forward with his program to modernize and

strengthen his nation.

Adrianople, battle of  In 378 A.D., scene of the Visigoth victory over the

Romans led by Emperor Valens. Two years earlier in 376 A.D. the Visigoths,

driven by their fear of the invading Huns, had crossed the Danube River and

received permission to settle within the borders of the Roman Empire. Abuse at

the hands of Roman officials caused the Visigoths to revolt and they marched

against Constantinople. At Adrianople, the Emperor Valens sought to stop the

advancing Visigoths but he was killed and his army was defeated.

Adrianople, Treaty of  Ended the Russo-Turkish War of 1828 and 1829. Under the

terms of the treaty Russia secured the mouth of the Danube and the eastern

coast of the Black Sea from Turkey. Autonomy was given to Serbia and promised

to Greece.

Aegean Civilization  Term used for the cultures of pre-Hellenic Greece. Minoan

civilization was the rich culture of Crete. Mycenaean civilization was the

culture of mainland Greece.

Aeneid  A famous epic written by Virgil between 30 and 19 B.C. describing the

mythical origin of Rome and glorifying Rome's greatness. The poem tells of the

wanderings of Aeneas and the Trojans, their arrival in Italy, and their victory

over the Latins and Rutulians.

Aeschylus (524-456 B.C.)  Greek poet of Athens who wrote tragedies, one on the

great victory at Salamis in 480 B.C., where he fought, and another the story of

Agamemnon, a Greek leader of the Trojan War, the Persians, and Oresteia.

Aetolian League  A military federation created in western Greece in the 4th

century B.C. to oppose the Achaean League and the Macedonians. In 200 B.C., it

fought with the Romans and defeated Philip V of Macedon. Afterwards, the

Aetolians tired of Roman interference in their affairs and they joined the

Seleucid king, Antiochus III against the Romans. Their defeat in the ensuing

conflict caused the League to lose power and pass into oblivion.

African National Congress  Major political force in the Union of South Africa.

Led by Nelson Mandela, it is moving the current white-dominated government

toward the elimination of all vestiges of apartheid and toward black majority

rule. See Apartheid; Mandela, Nelson.

Afrikaners  Term used to refer to the white descendants of the Dutch farmers

who settled in South Africa in the late 17th century. The Afrikaner language, a

dialect of Dutch is called Afrikaans.

Agamemnon  In Greek legend the king of Mycenae, brother of Menelaus, and leader

of the Greeks in the Trojan War. The Iliad recounts the quarrel between

Agamemnon and Achilles.

Age of Pericles  Period in Athenian history (461-429 B.C.). When Pericles ruled

Athens and the city-state reached the height of its power and prosperity.

Age of Reason  See Enlightenment.

Agincourt  Famous battle of the Hundred Years' War in which the army of King

Henry V of England routed the French forces in October of 1415. Although the

French knights outnumbered the English by three or four to one, the English

employed foot soldiers with longbows who were able to cut down the charging

French knights. The battle demonstrated once again that the new method of

fighting had outdated the feudal method of mounted, heavily armored knights on

horseback.

Agra  City in India which is famed as the site of the Taj Mahal. Akbar the

Great made Agra the capital of the Mogul Empire in the 1560s. Shah Jahan, a

descendant of Akbar the Great had the Taj Mahal built as a tomb for his beloved

wife in the 1600s.

Aguinaldo, Emilio (1869-1964)  Filipino revolutionary. He led the Philippine

revolt against the Spanish during the Spanish-American War. Aguinaldo helped

American troops drive the Spanish out of Luzon and then immediately declared

the Philippines to be a republic. When the United States would not grant

independence, Aguinaldo led military action against American troops throughout

1899. In 1900 the United States declared local self-government for the

Philippines, and the last of Aguinaldo's followers surrendered in 1902.

Ahriman  The evil spirit, representing darkness in the ancient Zoroastrian

religion of the Persian Empire.

Ahura Mazda  The Wise Lord, or supreme god, who stood for truth, goodness, and

light in the ancient Zoroastrian religion of the Persian Empire. Ahura Mazda

was believed to be the creator of the world and as the lord of good and light

was constantly at war against Ahriman and the gods of evil. Zoroaster believed

that at the end of the world Ahura Mazda and the forces of good would triumph.

Aix-la-Chapelle, Treaty of  The scene of three congresses held in the years

1668, 1748, and 1818. The first congress of 1668 drew up the treaty that ended

the War of Devolution between France and Spain. Under its terms, France kept

its conquest in Flanders but restored Franche Comte to Spain. The second

congress held in 1748 ended the War of Austrian Succession between the forces

of France, Prussia, and Spain on the one side and England, Austria, and the

Netherlands on the other side. The terms of this treaty generally restored the

prewar boundaries but gave Silesia to Prussia and awarded Parma, Piacenza, and

Guastalla to Philip V of Spain. The congress of 1818 was a meeting of the

Quadruple Alliance of Great Britain, Austria, Prussia, and Russia and an

attempt by the Alliance to govern Europe.

Ajanta  Site of caves in the Ajanta Hills in India carved by Buddhist monks

between 200 B.C. and 700 A.D. and used as temples and living quarters for a

Buddhist order. During the Gupta Empire, artists decorated the cave walls with

brilliant colored paintings illustrating episodes in Buddha's life. These

Ajanta cave paintings are the best preserved examples of Gupta art in

existence.

Akbar (1542-1605)  Great mogul emperor (1556-1605). The reign of Akbar, the

grandson of Babur, founder of the Mogul Empire, is considered the golden age of

the Mogul Empire. An outstanding administrator, scholar, and artist, Akbar was

the equal of contemporary monarchs such as Elizabeth I of England and Suleiman

the Magnificent of the Ottoman Empire. The central purpose of Akbar's

administration was to unite the Hindus and Moslems. Thirty percent of the

officials of the government were Hindu, and he even attempted to found a new

religion known as the Divine Faith that would combine both faiths. Despite his

tolerance and wisdom, another of Akbar's main objectives was the expansion of

the empire, and it was during his era that the empire reached its greatest

size, extending from central Asia to southern India, and from Persia to the

Ganges.

Akhenaton (Ikhnaton) (Amenhotep IV) (d. 1362 B.C.)  Egyptian pharaoh who ruled

from about 1379-1362 B.C., famed for attempting to change Egypt's polytheistic

religion to monotheism. His new religion was centered on a single supreme sun

god, Aton. Akhenaton's religious reforms roused strong opposition from the

Egyptian priests who favored the worship of the chief Egyptian god, Amon and it

received few followers. Religious conflict caused serious divisions within

Egypt during Akhenaton's reign and after his death the new religion died out.

Akkadians  A group of people who originally lived as nomads on the Arabian

peninsula and then settled in the Tigris-Euphrates valley in Akkad. In about

2350 B.C. under the ruler Sargon, they conquered Sumer, the first civilization

to arise in Mesopotamia. A less advanced people, the Akkadians adopted the more

advanced Sumerian civilization and expanded Sumerian trade, thereby spreading

Sumerian civilization throughout Mesopotamia. Akkadian rule was brief and

following the death of Sargon, civil war broke out and eventually led to the

rise of a new ruling group, the Amorites.

Alaric (370-410)  King of the Visigoths (395-410), a Germanic tribe, which was

an ally of Roman Emperor Theodosius. After the death of Theodosius, Alaric led

his troops in rebellion against the empire and his attempted invasions of Italy

were halted by Stilicho in 402 and 403. In 403, Alaric invaded Italy again and

in 410 he captured and plundered the city of Rome. Afterwards, the Visigoths

moved into what is today Spain and established a kingdom there.

Albertus Magnus (1200-1280)  A 13th-century scholastic philosopher, scientist,

and theologian who taught at universities in Germany and in Paris. He is

probably best known as the teacher of Thomas Aquinas. Albert who was known as a

great naturalist wrote on botany, zoology, and chemistry. In the Summa

Theologiae he tried to reconcile the thought of Aristotle with that of

Christianity maintaining that it was possible to gain knowledge both through

faith and reason.

Albigenses  A religious group centered in southern France in the 12th and 13th

centuries considered to be heretical by the Christian Church. They denied the

truth of the birth, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ and believed in the

existence of two creators, one of good and one of evil. In 1208, Pope Innocent

III called for a crusade against the group and a merciless war to hunt them

down was waged for the next 20 years until the sect finally disappeared.

Albuquerque, Alfonso (1453-1515)  The second governor of the Portuguese

colonies in India (1506-1515), who was the founder of the Portuguese trading

empire in the East in the early 1500s. He occupied Goa in 1510 and from here

proceeded to seize important points along the trade routes. He captured the

Strait of Malacca, the gateway to the Moluccas and the spice trade. Albuquerque

also took Ormuz at the entrance to the Persian Gulf, which gave Portugal

control of the Indian Ocean.

Alchemy  An ancient body of learning that sought to find out how matter was

constituted and attempted to change base metals into gold. Alchemists searched

for a miraculous philosopher's stone that had the power to change lead into

gold, cure disease, restore youth, and prolong life. Alchemy is thought to have

originated in ancient China or Egypt and was later influenced by the Greeks and

Arabs. It reached Europe in the 12th century through the Muslims and in time

gave rise to modern chemistry.

Alcibiades (450-404 B.C.)  Athenian statesman and military leader. Regarded as

both brilliant and unscrupulous, he rose to prominence during the Peloponnesian

War (431-404 B.C.), when Athenian power was declining. He rallied the Athenians

to an alliance against Sparta and a disastrous campaign in Sicily in 415 B.C.

Falsely charged with defacing sacred statues, he fled to Sparta. He aided the

Spartans until forced to flee to Persia in 411 B.C. Recalled to Athens in 411

B.C., he led the Athenian fleet to victories against the Spartans and recovered

Byzantium in 408 B.C. But when the Athenian fleet was defeated by Lysander in

406 B.C., he was exiled.

Alcuin (735?-804)  An 8th-century Anglo-Saxon (English) scholar and monk who

was considered the intellectual leader of northern Europe in the late 8th

century. Charlemagne asked him to come to the Frankish court to establish

schools and oversee the revival of learning. Alcuin was the central force in

the cultural and intellectual reform known as the Carolingian renaissance.

Aldrin, Edwln (b. 1930)  American astronaut who, along with Neil Armstrong,

became the first person to land on the moon on July 20, 1969.

Alembert, Jean (1717-1783)  An 18th-century French mathematician, physicist,

and philosopher who edited the scientific articles in Diderot's famed

Encyclopedia.

Alexander I (1777-1825)  Russian czar (1801-1825). After defeats at Austerlitz

and Friedland, he submitted to Napoleon's Continental System, under the Treaty

of Tilst in 1807. He later repulsed Napoleon's invasion of Russia in 1812,

marched into Paris in 1814, and, by his defeat of Napoleon, became one of the

most important rulers in Europe. In his early years, he instituted many liberal

reforms. After 1814, however, he formed the Holy Alliance and support for

conservative and reactionary policies, especially those of Metternich.

Alexander II (1818-1881)  Russian czar (1855-1881). Shortly after his

accession, he negotiated an end to the Crimean War (1835-1856) and instituted

many liberal reforms, including the Edict of Emancipation of 1861 which

abolished serfdom and the limited local government of the Zemstvo. His reforms,

however, failed to prevent the rise of revolutionary and terrorist movements in

the 1860s, and his attempts to suppress them led to his assassination. During

his reign he brutally suppressed a Polish rebellion in 1863, formed the Three

Emperors' League, extended Russian territories in central Asia, and engaged in

the Russo-Turkish Wars (1877 and 1878).

Alexander III (Orlando Bandinelli) (d. 1181)  Italian-born pope (1159-1181).

With help from the Lombard League, he managed to assert papal authority over

Holy Roman Emperor Frederick I and forced him to sign the Treaty of Vienna in

1177. He also opposed Henry II of England, canonized Thomas a Becket, and

received Henry's penance for Becket's murder.

Alexander III (1845-1894)  Russian czar (1881-1894). He became czar after his

father's assassination and instituted reactionary policies and censorship. The

power of the Zemstvos was sharply curtailed, national minorities were forced to

undergo Russification, and religious minorities were persecuted.

Alexander Nevsky (1220-1263)  Russian prince and military hero. He defeated the

Swedes at the Battle of the Neva in 1240 and the Teutonic Knights.

Alexander the Great  (Alexander III) (356-323 B.C.) Macedonian king (336-323

B.C.), successor to his father Philip II. One of the world's greatest

conquerors, he created a vast empire extending from Greece to northern India,

and, by his conquests, helped spread Greek civilization throughout the ancient

world. Soon after becoming king, Alexander crushed revolts in Thrace, Illyria,

and Thebes. His rule in Greece thus established, he began his epic military

expedition (334-324 B.C.) with some 37,000 soldiers and the initial objective

of conquering Persia. He met and defeated the Persians at the battles of

Granicus in 334 and Issus (in Syria, 333), laid siege to and finally took Tyre

in 332 to complete conquest of Phoenicia, marched unopposed into Egypt (332 and

331), and there founded the great city of Alexandria in 332. He again defeated

the Persians at the Battle of Gaugamela in 331, sent Persian king Darius II

into flight, and sacked the Persian capital of Persepolis in 331. He continued

eastward to Media in 330 and central Asia, where he conquered the Scythians in

329. Despite open discontent in his army (over his acceptance of Persian

manners), Alexander invaded India in 327. After the Battle of Hydaspes in 326,

he took control of Punjab and, his men, unwilling to go farther, returned to

Persia in 324. He subsequently consolidated Macedonian control of his conquests

and attempted to integrate Greeks and Persians by, among other things, ordering

his soldiers to marry Persian women. He died shortly after a prolonged banquet

in 323.

Alexandra (1884-1925)  Queen consort of English king Edward VII (m. 1863) and

mother of King George V.

Alexandra Feodorovna (1827-1918)  Last czarina of Russia, consort of Nicholas

II (1894-1918). Her unfailing loyalty to the hated Rasputin and her disastrous

meddlings in politics helped bring about the Russian Revolution. A Hessian

princess, she came under Rasputin's sway when he seemed able to control her

son's hemophilia. While Nicholas was at the front in World War I, she took

control of the government in 1915 and began replacing government ministers with

favorites of Rasputin. This discredited the government and opened the way for

the October Revolution in 1917. She was shot, with Nicholas and her children,

by revolutionaries.

Alexandria  Egypt's second largest city. Founded in 332 B.C. by Alexander the

Great, it became one of the largest and greatest cities of antiquity. The

Ptolemies ruled their Egyptian-based empire from there (323-330 B.C.), and it

became a principal center of both Hellenistic and Jewish culture.

Alexius I Comnenus  (1048-1118) Byzantine emperor (1081-1118). Alexius restored

the crumbling Byzantine Empire that, when he took power, was threatened by

invasions and internal dissent. He defended against Norman invasions (1081

-1085), contained the Seljuk Turks, repulsed invasions by a tribe of nomadic

Turks in 1091, and put down rebellions in Crete and Cyprus. His request for aid

from the West against the Turks resulted in proclamation of the First Crusade

in 1096.

Alfonso I (Henriques) (1111?-1185)  First king of Portugal (1139-1185). He

engaged in wars (1128-1139) against the Moors and rulers of Leon and Castile to

establish an independent kingdom. He was crowned after his victory over the

Moors at Ourique on July 25, 1139. He continued fighting and captured Lisbon in

1147.

Alfonso II (the Fat) (1185-1223)  King of Portugal (1211-1223). He helped

defeat the Moors at Las Navas de Tolosa in 1212. He quarreled with the church

and was excommunicated by Honorius III.

Alfonso III (1210-1279)  Portuguese king (1248-1279). He completed the

unification of Portugal by driving the Moors from Algarve in 1249. He

instituted political, financial, and commercial reforms.

Alfonso IV (1291-1357)  King of Portugal (1325-1357). He aided Alfonso XI of

Castile in his victory over the Moors at Tarifa in 1340. His approval of the

murder of his daughter-in-law, Ines de Castro, led to a revolt by his son

(later Pedro I).

Alfonso V (the African) (1432-1481)  Portuguese king (1438-1481). He won major

victories against the Moors in North Africa but failed to advance his wife's

claim to Castile. He was decisively defeated by rival claimants, Queen Isabella

and King Ferdinand, at the Battle of Toro in 1476.

Alfonso VI (1030-1109)  Christian king of Leon (1065-1109) and Castile (1072

-1109). His advances into Muslim territories brought about the takeover of

Muslim Spain by the Almoravids. El Cid was active during Alfonso's reign.

Alfonso VI (1643-1683)  Portuguese king (1656-1683). Mentally impaired, he let

Count Castelho Melhor rule. He was ousted by his wife and his brother, later

Peter (Pedro) II. During Alfonso's reign, Spain recognized Portugal's

independence in 1668.

Alfonso VII (1104-1157)  King of Leon and Castile (1126-1157). He warred

frequently against the Muslims but was unable to prevent Alfonso I from

establishing an independent Portugal in 1139.

Alfonso VIII (the Noble) (1155-1214)  Spanish king of Castile (1158-1214). He

was defeated by Muslim Almohades, and Castile was invaded by Leon and Navarre.

He recovered and later led allied Spanish forces to a major victory over the

Moors at Las Navas de Tolosa in 1212.

Alfonso X (the Wise) (1221-1284)  Spanish king of Castile and Leon (1252-1284).

He conquered Cadiz and Cartagena from the Moors, sought unsuccessfully to

become Holy Roman Emperor (1257-1275), and encouraged culture and learning.

Alfonso XI (the Avenger) (1311-1350)  Spanish king of Castile and Leon (1312

-1350). He led the Spanish to victory over the Moors at the Battle of

Algeciras, now in Morocco in 1344.

Alfonso XII (1857-1941)  King of Spain (1874-1885), son of Isabella II. Forced

into exile in 1868, by a revolution, he was proclaimed king in 1874. He

returned to Spain in 1875, restored order, and consolidated the power of the

monarchy.

Alfonso XIII (1886-1941)  King of Spain (1886-1931). His reign was marked by

political and social instability. He supported the military coup of Primo de

Rivera in 1923 and went into exile in 1931 with the establishment of the Second

Republic.

Alfred the Great (849-899)  Ruler of the kingdom of Wessex, his forces defeated

the Danes in 886 and they withdrew to the eastern third of England which was

called the Danelaw. All of England then accepted Alfred's rule and he was king

from 871-889. Alfred was a cultured leader as well as a wise ruler.

Allende, Salvador (1908-1973)  Chilean politician. In 1970 Salvador Allende

became the Western Hemisphere's first constitutionally elected Marxist

president. Allende advocated state ownership of resources, abolition of

minority class privileges, and a "republic of the working class." He promised

to govern with traditional Chilean "democratic decency." By September 1973

Allende was dead, thousands were arrested, and constitutional Marxism and 45

years of democratic government in Chile had ended.

Alliance for Progress  Inter-American economic assistance program. The United

States established this aid program in 1961 to bolster South American countries

against communism and to effect social and economic reforms. Funding was

sharply reduced after 1971.

Allies, World War I  One of the opposing sides in World War I that reflected

the Alliance system consisting of the Triple Entente nations of France,

Britain, and Russia.

Allies, World War II  One of the opposing sides in World War II that came to

include Britain, France, the United States, the Soviet Union, China, and 43

other nations.

Almohades (Almohads)  Muslim sect and dynasty of Berber Muslims that ruled

Morocco and Muslim Spain in the 12th and 13th centuries.

Almoravides (Almoravids)  Berber Muslim dynasty, rulers of an empire in North

Africa and Muslim Spain in the 11th and 12th centuries.

Amenhotep IV  See Akhenaton.

Amnesty International  An international organization that monitors human rights

violations. It received the Nobel Prize for Peace in 1977. With headquarters in

London, there are 700,000 members in more than 150 countries.

Amon  The most important of the Egyptian gods who was frequently represented as

a ram or a human with a ram's head.

Amorites  A group of people who attacked the river valley cities of Mesopotamia

in about 2000 B.C. They built the village of Babylon on the Euphrates River

which grew into a great city-state. Their greatest king, Hammurabi, established

an empire in Mesopotamia by 1700 B.C.

Amritsar Massacre  In 1919 at Amritsar, India, troops under British command

fired on unarmed Indian nationalist protesters, killing some 400 and wounding

about 1200. The massacre strengthened the anti-British movement in India.

Anabaptists  Christian sects that arose in Europe during the 16th-century's

Protestant Reformation. Anabaptists generally rejected infant baptism in favor

of adult baptism, favored separation of the church and state, and opposed the

use of force.

Anarchism  Theory that advocates complete individual freedom, especially from

control by government or other outside authority. Based on the belief that such

restrictions corrupt humans.

Anaxagoras (500-428 B.C.)  Greek philosopher who taught in Athens. Among his

students were Pericles and, it is believed, Socrates. He was banished for his

teachings on the physical nature of the universe.

Anaximander (611-547 B.C.)  Greek philosopher whose teachings are said to

prefigure the development of astronomy and the theory of evolution. One of the

earliest Western philosophers, he attempted to provide a systematic explanation

of the nature of the universe and all things in it.

Anaximenes (6th century B.C.)  Greek philosopher. He held that air was the

primary substance of the universe and that all matter was composed of air but

different in density.

Ancien Regime  Term for the political and social order in France up to the

outbreak of the French Revolution, in 1789.

Andropov, Yuri (1914-1984)  Successor to Brezhnev who continued to work to

strengthen the Soviet economy and defenses. After his death in 1984, Chernenko

came to be the leader of the Soviet Union.

Angevin  Another name for the Plantagenet kings of England (1154-1399), the

first three of whom were also counts of Anjou (thus Angevin).

Angkor Wat  Ruins of a great temple of the ancient Khmer Empire of Cambodia.

Anglo-Saxons  Name given to Germanic-speaking peoples made up of three

different Germanic tribes, the Angles, Saxons, and Jutes who settled in England

at the end of Roman rule and formed several small kingdoms there.

Anne (1665-1714)  Last Stuart ruler who was queen of England, Scotland and

Ireland (1702-1707), and later first queen of Great Britain (1707-1714). Her

reign, one of transition to parliamentary government, was dominated by the War

of Spanish Succession (1702-1713). None of Anne's children survived her and, by

the Act of Settlement in 1701, George I of the House of Hanover, succeeded to

the throne. Her reign was marked by intellectual awakening, popularization of

Palladian architecture, and by growth of empire, constitution, and of the

political power of the press.

Annexation  Act by which a nation or a state declares sovereignty over

territory formerly outside its borders.

Anschluss  Term applied to the project of union between Austria and Germany.

Forbidden by the peace treaties of 1919, it became a reality when Hitler

annexed Austria to Germany in 1938.

Antony (Antonius, Marcus) (Marc Antony) (83-30 B.C.)  Roman soldier, political

leader, and ally of Julius Caesar. A courageous soldier, he served with Caesar

in Gaul in 54 B.C., became a tribune in 49 B.C., and joined Caesar in the civil

war against Pompey in 48 B.C., in which Pompey was defeated. He became consul

with Caesar in 44 B.C. and, after Caesar's assassination, forced the

conspirators to flee Rome. Antony for a time opposed both the Senate and

Caesar's heir, Octavian (later Augustus Caesar). But after gaining the support

of Lepidus, Antony came to terms with Octavian, and the three (Octavian,

Antony, and Lepidus) formed the Second Triumvirate, with Antony ruling Asia.

His alliance with Cleopatra, and, his dissolute life-style, alienated both

Octavian and the Senate. Octavian attacked and defeated Antony at Actium in 31

B.C. and, when Octavian pursued him to Alexandria, both Antony and Cleopatra

committed suicide.

Apartheid  Policy followed in South Africa that involves separation of the

races politically and economically. South Africa is in effect a

compartmentalized society in which each racial group, white and native, lives

separately, has separate kinds of work, separate levels of wages, and separate

standards of education. The policy of apartheid or separation is not a new one.

The Dutch settlers of the 18th and 19th centuries believed in "baasskap" or

boss-hood, simply white domination. The modern form of apartheid is the result

of conditions that developed in the 1920s and 1930s.

Appeasement  The making of concessions to an aggressive potential enemy in the

hopes of avoiding trouble and usually made from weakness rather than from

strength. This policy was followed by the Western democracies in the 1930s in

response to the aggressive acts of Hitler and Mussolini in order to maintain

peace.

Aquinas, Thomas (1225-1274)  Italian theologian and philosopher. Dominican

friar and one of the great medieval scholars, determined to reconcile

Aristotle's reasoning with church faith. Aquinas maintained that faith and

reason were not in conflict with one another but led to a greater understanding

of God. By "reason" he meant Aristotelian logic and precise definitions of

words and concepts. In his 22-volume Summa Theologica, a sort of encyclopedia

of all theology, he set out to prove that all scientific knowledge agreed with

church beliefs, taking up each point in church doctrine and proving it.

Aquino, Corazon (b. 1933)  President of the Philippines (1987-1992). Mrs.

Aquino (widow of Benigno Aquino, an opponent of Ferdinand Marcos) was chosen by

the United Nationalist Democratic Organization to oppose Marcos in the 1986

election. She had the support of the Roman Catholic church and a large part of

the population. She became president after a disputed election and as a result

of a nonviolent popular revolution. See Marcos, Ferdinand Edralin.

Arafat, Yasir (b. 1929)  Leader of the Palestinian Liberation Organization

(PLO) who has called for the establishment of a Palestinian state on the West

Bank.

Archimedes (287-212 B.C.)  The foremost Greek mathematician and physicist of

the age. He showed the ratio of pi, 3.1416, of the diameter of a circle to its

circumference, invented pulleys, the lever, the law of specific gravity, and

the spiral screw inside a cylinder to raise water.

Aristarchus (310-230 B.C.)  Greek scientist who determined that the earth and

planets revolving around the sun, measured almost exactly the solar year and

lunar month. Mistakenly he believed that the earth was the center of the

universe, an error accepted until Copernicus (1473-1543) proved the contrary.

Aristophanes (444-380 B.C.)  The most famous Greek comic writer, he made fun of

many aspects of Athenian life, its leaders, and its assemblies in The Clouds
and The Frogs.

Aristotle (384-322 B.C.)  Macedonian Greek philosopher and scientist, one of

the great thinkers of all time. His works in philosophy, science, ethics, and

esthetics had a major influence on the development of civilization in the West.

Aristotle studied under Plato at the Academy in Athens and later tutored

Alexander the Great. Returning to Athens in 335, he opened a school (the

Lyceum) and taught there until just before his death. His works, lost in the

West after the fall of Rome, were reintroduced by Arab scholars in the 9th

century and formed the basis of Scholasticism. In his time, Aristotle stressed

the importance of observation, the necessary correlation of theory to fact, and

the value of logic. See also Philosophy.

Arkwright, Richard (1732-1792)  English inventor whose construction of a

spinning machine known as the water frame in 1769, which used water power to

run it, was an early step in the Industrial Revolution.

Armada, Spanish  A great fleet of 130 ships launched by Philip II of Spain

against England in 1588 to stop English attacks by the so-called sea dogs

against Spanish ships and to wipe out the Protestant "heresy" in England. The

Armada was defeated by a combination of smaller, quicker, English ships and a

storm (called the “Protestant Wind”) that destroyed many Spanish ships. Only half of the Spanish ships returned to Spain and its defeat marked the beginning of the decline of Spanish sea power.

Armstrong, Neil (b. 1930)  American astronaut who in the Apollo II mission

became the first person to walk on the moon in July, 1969.

Arthur  A legendary, early British king around whom a great body of medieval

stories known as Arthurian legend developed. The first references to him appear

about 600 A.D. and place him as a British leader of the Celts who fought

against the Anglo-Saxon invaders. According to Historia (1137) by Geoffrey of

Monmouth he was a conquerer of Western Europe who headed a magnificent court.

Aryans  Indo-European people who originally came from the region between the

Black and Caspian seas, north of the Caucasus and invaded India in about 1500

B.C., destroying the ancient Indus Valley civilization that flourished in

Mohenjo-Daro and Harappa. Between 1500 and 1000 B.C., they conquered the Indus

Valley and then spread eastward until they controlled northern India. What is

known about the Aryans comes from Vedas, or religious books. Eventually they

settled down and became the ruling class turning the conquered Indian people

into a subjected laboring class.

Ashanti, empire of (Asante)  African kingdom in what is now central Ghana. The

Ashanti people occupied the region by the 13th century and, in the second half

of the 1600s, King Osei Tutu created the empire, with his capital at Kumasi.

The Ashanti continued to expand their empire, supplying the British and Dutch

with slaves from conquered peoples in the 1700s. Wars with the British in the

1820s, 1860s, and 1870, led first to a British takeover in 1896, then

annexation to the British Gold Coast colony in 1901.

Ashikaga  The second of three shogunates to rule Japan between 1185 and 1868.

After the end of the Kamakura shogunate in 1333, one noble, Ashikaga Tokauji

won power and had himself made shogun in 1338, establishing his family as

Japan's second line of military rulers. The Ashikaga family ruled Japan until

1568 but they were never able to control the powerful nobles and warfare was

almost continuous. During this period of rule, feudalism continued to be the

system of government in Japan.

Asoka (273-232 B.C.)  Indian emperor who was the grandson of Chandragupta,

founder of the Maurya dynasty and brought the Maurya Empire to the height of

its power. One of the greatest rulers of ancient India, he brought nearly all

India under one empire for the first time in history. However, after his bloody

conquests, Asoka, remorseful for the suffering he had inflicted, converted from

Hinduism to Buddhism and abandoned wars of conquest. Though tolerant of all

faiths, he made Buddhism the state religion of India and built numerous

monasteries. He sent Buddhist missionaries throughout India and its adjacent

lands and as far as Syria, Egypt, and Greece. India prospered and art

flourished under the reign of Asoka but after his death the Mauryan Empire

swiftly declined.

Assad, Hafez-al (b. 1928)  A military officer who became president of Syria and

encouraged Syrian economic and military development.

Assurbanipal (d. 626 B.C.)  King of the Assyrians under whom the Assyrian

Empire reached its height in about 6600 B.C. In his capital of Nineveh, he

built a library containing 22,000 cuneiform tablets written in Babylonian,

Assyrian, and Sumerian.

Assyrians  One of the many groups of people who conquered the land of

Mesopotamia in ancient times. They are known for the introduction of cruelty as

a political policy, the use of iron for warfare, and the deliberate

preservation of the achievements of the past. From the highland region north of

Nineveh, the Assyrians, who had for 1,000 years maintained predominance in

their region, moved southwards. In 910 B.C., they captured Babylon, moved into

the Mediterranean land of Syria, and by 700 B.C. under Sargon II (who took the

name of the conqueror of the Tigris-Euphrates area nearly 2000 years earlier)

were in possession of the entire Fertile Crescent, including Syria, Egypt,

Phoenicia, and Israel, making Nineveh their capital. The Assyrians were

unskilled in administration, and after only 150 years of rule, were conquered

by the Chaldeans.

Atahualpa (d. 1533)  The last ruler of the great Inca Empire who was taken

prisoner by the Spanish conquistador Francisco Pizarro in 1532 and put to

death.

Ataturk, Kemal (1881-1938)  Mustafa Kemal or Kemal Pasha was a Turkish soldier,

statesman, and president (1923-1938), considered the founder of modern Turkey.

He was a leading figure in the Young Turks and other nationalist groups from

1908. By 1921 he headed a nationalist army, which repulsed a Greek invasion

between 1919 and 1922 and subsequently overthrew the sultan in 1922. He

abolished the sultanate and during his long term as president of the republic,

he instituted many reforms aimed at westernizing Turkey.

Athens  Historic city capital of Greece. Athens was a focal point of ancient

Greek culture, noted as a center of the arts and learning. Many of the temples

and other buildings of the ancient city remain as classic works of

architecture. The democratic form of government developed in the city-state of

Athens is considered the forerunner of modern democracy. Athens rose as the

dominant city-state in ancient Greece during the 5th century B.C. Its power was

broken by its archrival, Sparta, during the Peloponnesian War at the end of the

5th century. Athens continued for a time as a cultural center, but it never

again attained its former greatness.

Atlantic Charter  Document signed in August, 1941 in which the United States

and Great Britain announced their basic aims for a peace settlement. President

Roosevelt and Prime Minister Churchill met on shipboard off the Newfoundland

shore in order to set down clearly their objectives for future peace. In it,

they pledged their countries to the spread of democratic principles; it

established 18 points similar to Wilson's Fourteen Points of World War I and

also stipulated that a "permanent system of general security" should be

established at the end of the war (the origins of the United Nations).

Attila (406?-453 A.D.)  King of the Huns from about 433-453 and known as the

Scourge of God. In 451, he led his forces into Gaul but he was defeated by the

combined forces of Germanic tribes and a Roman army. In 452, he invaded

northern Italy but abandoned his plan to take Rome according to some because of

the plea of Pope Leo I but more likely because of hunger and disease. His death

in 453 ended the Hun threat to the empire but the Germanic invasions continued.

Attlee, Clement (1883-1967)  The leader of the British Labour party whose

victory in the general election of 1945 against Churchill and his coalition

government made him the prime minister. This gave the party the opportunity to

implement its policy of nationalization, the state ownership of the means of

production and distribution, under his leadership. The government nationalized

the Bank of England, coal mines, railroads, trucking industry, and docks in

1947. People who held shares in these enterprises exchanged them for government

bonds. These businesses were then operated by government boards, for the nation

and not for private profit.

Augsburg, peace of (1555)  A temporary settlement of conflicts caused by the

Reformation within the Holy Roman Empire, on the German states. According to

this settlement, the prince of each German state within the empire was to

decide which religion -- Lutheranism or Catholicism -- would be followed in his

lands. Most southern German rulers remained Catholic while most in the north

chose Lutheranism.

Augustine, Saint (354-430 A.D.)  One of the earliest and greatest Christian

thinkers who is considered a church father. Born in North Africa, he converted

to Christianity and became a bishop in Roman Africa. Augustine's most famous

works are The City of God and Confessions.

Augustus (63 B.C.-14 A.D.)  The first Roman emperor originally known as

Octavian, he was a grandnephew of Julius Caesar who adopted him and made him

his heir. After Caesar was assassinated he gained power in Rome and formed the

Second Triumvirate in 43 B.C. with Marc Antony and Lepidus. Lepidus was forced

to retire, and the Roman world was divided between Octavian ruling in the West

and Antony in the East. After differences with Antony, he persuaded the Senate

to declare war against him and Cleopatra at Actium in 31 B.C. The republic came

to an end and Octavian made himself the ruler of the Roman world. Octavian was

given the title Augustus by the Senate and he began the period known as the Pax

Romana, or Roman Peace.

Aurangzeb (1618-1707)  Mogul emperor of India (1658-1707). The last Mogul

emperor to control all of India, Aurangzeb was a man of great courage and

talent. However, he was also a fanatical Moslem, determined to conquer the

entire peninsula and to convert all his subjects to Islam. The Hindus naturally

objected, and Hindu princes organized the Mahratha Confederacy, with its power

centered around the city of Poona. In his attempt to conquer the south of

India, Aurangzeb over-extended his resources and ultimately the viceroys of the

empire broke away, establishing independent principalities in Hyderabad,

Mysore, Bengal, and Oudh.

Auschwitz  Located in Poland, one of the most infamous concentration camps of

World War II (with Dachau, Buchenwald, Treblinka, and others). Three million

Jews, other minorities, and political opponents to the Third Reich were

murdered here or died of disease and starvation.

Austerlitz, battle of  Here, in 1805, Napoleon won a great victory over the

Russian army under Emperor Alexander I and the Austrian army under Francis I,

thereby forcing Austria out of the war. Russia continued the war but was forced

to withdraw its troops from Austria.

Austrian Succession, War of the (1740-1748)  This complex war involved the

major European powers in a general and largely indecisive conflict. The war

broke out after the death of Holy Roman Emperor Charles in 1740, a member of

the powerful Hapsburg family. It was fought over succession to the vast

Hapsburg family domains (centered in Austria), although other political

rivalries were involved (notably between France and Britain). Long before his

death, Charles had issued the Pragmatic Sanction of 1713, naming his daughter,

Maria Theresa, as heir to the Hapsburg lands (but not the imperial title).

During his lifetime, Charles labored tirelessly to win general support in

Europe for her succession. But on Charles's death, Maria was seen as too weak

to retain control of the domains, and rival claimants disputed her succession.

When war broke out, France, Prussia, Spain, Bavaria, and Saxony took up arms

against Austria, ruled by Maria. Britain under George II sided with Austria. An

ongoing war between Britain and Spain (War of Jenkins' Ear) spread to French

and British colonies (King George's War in North America) and later to Britain

(second revolt of the Jacobites). Exhaustion, not decisive victory, eventually

ended the war. Maria was recognized as heir to Hapsburg domains and her

husband, Francis I, was elected Holy Roman Emperor. Prussia (the real winner)

won Silesia from Austria and emerged as a major power.

Austro-Hungarian monarchy  See Dual monarchy.

Austro-Prussian War (Seven Weeks' War)  War (June 15-August 23, 1866) between

Prussia (with Italy) and Austria (with Hanover, Bavaria, and most other German

states). The war resulted in Austria's exclusion from the German Confederation

(reorganized as the North German Confederation) and thus opened the way to the

eventual unification of Germany under Prussian domination. The war was

precipitated by Prussian Chancellor Bismarck to gain those ends for Prussia.

Austro-Turkish War  A war (1682-1699) between Austria (and her allies) and the

Ottoman Empire. The Turks sued for peace and agreed to the Treaty of Karlowitz

in 1699.

Authoritarianism  Political system based on blind submission of individuals to

a central authority, either a single leader or a small group of them.

Autocracy  System of government in which a single ruler has absolute power over

the entire government.

Averroes (1126-1198)  Important Spanish-Muslim philosopher of the 12th century

also known as ibn-Rushd. From a family of religious scholars and judges, he

became chief judge of Cordova. His commentaries on Aristotle's writings were

important to medieval Christian philosophers and his attempts to reconcile

Greek methods of logic with Islamic doctrine greatly replaced medieval

scholastic philosophers.

Avicenna (980-1037)  Preeminent Muslim scholar known in Arabic as ibn-Sina who

was a poet, doctor, scientist, and philosopher. He wrote about every field of

knowledge relying on the work of Aristotle. His Canon of Medicine, based on

Greek knowledge, was used by physicians in Muslim and Christian lands.

Avignon  City in France that became the residence of the popes, beginning with

Pope Clement V, during the period known as the Babylonian Captivity (1309

-1377). It was also used by several antipopes during the Great Schism which

lasted from 1378-1408. It remained the property of the papacy until 1791 when

it was annexed by France.

Axis powers  One of the opposing sides in World War II, consisting of a

coalition of nations headed by Germany, Italy, and Japan. The Axis was first

formed in 1936 with an Italo-German accord and became a full alliance in 1939.

In 1940 Japan joined with the Berlin Pact to which several Eastern European

nations also acceded.

Axum  A trading empire in sub-Saharan Africa that began its rise in the 1st

century A.D. Located in the north corner of the Ethiopian highlands, Axum or

the Kush Empire, was the great ivory market of northern Africa. During the 2nd

and 3rd centuries A.D. its power rose, and by the 4th century it had conquered

Meroe, a rival trading empire, and burned the city to the ground. During the

4th century Axum became Christian (the Coptic church) with strong political and

religious links with Byzantine Egypt.

Ayacucho  Located in South Peru the defeat of the Spanish by Bolivar's forces

under the leadership of Sucre here in 1824 won the independence of Peru and

marked the triumph of the independence movement in South America.

Ayub Khan, Mohammed (1909-1974)  Pakistani politician and president (1958

-1969), General Ayub Khan seized power in Pakistan in 1958, imposed martial

law, and ruled as a dictator. Under his rule, Pakistan made progress in land

redistribution and industrial development. However, in 1969, riots and protests

caused him to resign and the government was turned over to army leaders.

Azikiwe, Nnamdi (b. 1904)  Nigerian statesman. A nationalist leader in Africa

in the 1930s. From Nigeria, he was educated in America and returned to Africa

in 1934, where he edited a newspaper in the Gold Coast. In 1937 he went back to

Nigeria to publish the West African Pilot which spread ideas of self

-determination and independence. He was elected to the premiership of East

Nigeria (1954-1959). In 1960 he was appointed to the largely honorary office of

governor-general.

Aztecs  An Indian nation of warriors, merchants, and organizers, who were

probably the first Americans to use swords. Their religion was bloody and

warlike with human sacrifice being the basis for the faith. Trade was a

prestige profession, and the civilization flourished. Tenochtitlan, their

capital, was a remarkable city with a population of around 300,000 and a system

of canals. Wandering Aztecs reached Ananhuac about 1200 A.D. and learned a

great deal from their predecessors, the Toltecs. In 1325 the Aztecs founded

Tenochtitlan and gained a foothold in central Mexico. In 100 years they were

the strongest tribe in the valley, and by 1440, under Montezuma I, they had

moved east and south and controlled most of central Mexico in a confederation

of tribes. Between 1519 and 1521 Hernando Cortes and 400 Spanish troops

defeated them.

Babur (Babar, Baber) (1483-1530)  The founder of the Mogul Empire, Babur was a

Turk from what is today Russian Turkestan, who claimed descent from both

Genghis Khan and Tamerlane. In 1504 he established a small kingdom in

Afghanistan. From here, at the head of the 12,000 Moslems he swept down on

India, conquered Delhi in 1526, and made it his capital. He then proceeded to

conquer most of northern India and these conquests formed the Mogul Empire.

Babylon  City in ancient Mesopotamia located on the Euphrates River that was

the center of Babylonia. Under Hammurabi it reached greatness, but was later

destroyed by Sennacherib. Once again under Nebuchadnezzar, in about 526 B.C. it

reached a height of luxury and was famed for its Hanging Gardens, considered

one of the wonders of the world. After its capture by the Persians in 538 B.C.,

the city declined.

Babylonian Captivity  Period when the papacy was moved from Rome to Avignon and

the French king controlled the papacy. In the late 13th century, French king

Philip IV, objected to the pope's contention that Philip could not tax the

French clergy. The pope finally gave in, but the conflict resulted in Philip's

securing the election of a French clergyman as pope and the moving of the papal

court from Rome to Avignon in France. For nearly 70 years (1309-1377) the popes

lived in Avignon in what was called the Babylonian Captivity, in reference to

the time when King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon took the people of Judah as

captives to Babylon. In 1378 an Italian clergyman was elected pope by the

College of Cardinals while the French cardinals elected their man at Avignon. A

third pope was finally elected in 1409 A.D. at the Council of Pisa where 500

prelates and delegates from the states of Europe attempted to resolve the

problem. Finally in 1417 A.D. the Council of Constance was able to secure the

election of a pope, which ended the Great Schism in the church.

Bacon, Francis (1561-1626)  Famous 17th-century scientist and philosopher from

England who formalized the inductive method of acquiring knowledge and

emphasized the usefulness of knowledge. See also Philosophy.

Bactria  A kingdom established in northwestern India by the Bactrian Greeks

descendants of Greek soldiers who came with Alexander the Great when he invaded

the Persian Empire and India. In the 2nd century B.C., Bactrian king Demetrius

established this kingdom and encouraged the blending of Greek and Indian

civilization. Around 30 B.C., the Bactrians were defeated by a new wave of

invaders.

Balboa, Vasco Nunez de (1475-1519?)  Spanish conquistador who discovered the

Pacific Ocean in 1513.

Baldwin, Stanley (1867-1947)  British statesman. As prime minister (1923 and

1924, 1924-1929, and 1935-1937) he obtained passage of the Trade Disputes Act

in 1927, which limited the power of unions, and played a role in the abdication

of Edward VIII in 1936. He opposed British rearmament in the face of the

increasing German military threat.

Balfour Declaration  Issued in 1917 by Arthur Balfour, the British foreign

secretary, after the British captured Palestine from Turkey. It announced that

it was England's intention to establish a national home for the Jews in

Palestine "without prejudicing the rights of non-Jews." At this time the Arabs

in Palestine numbered about 700,000, whereas the Jews were a minority of about

70,000.

Baltic states  Name for former countries of Lithuania, Latvia, and Estonia,

which were located east of the Baltic Sea. The territory was under Russian rule

from the 1700s. After World War I and the Baltic War of Liberation, the three

independent countries were formed in 1918 but were retaken by Russia in 1940

and incorporated into the U.S.S.R. They have become independent since 1991,

with the collapse of communism in the Soviet Union.

Bandaronaike, Mrs. Sirimavo (b. 1916)  Elected in 1960 in Sri Lanka, she became

the world's first woman prime minister (1960-1965). During her first

administration the country suffered from inflation and rising unemployment. She

was ousted in 1965, but was returned to power in 1970. In 1972 Ceylon became a

"socialist democracy" as the Republic of Sri Lanka. She was voted out of office

in 1977 and the next year Sri Lanka adopted a presidential form of government.

Bantu  A diverse people of Africa, related primarily by similarities in their

languages. Bantus occupy almost all of southern Africa below the Congo River.

lt is believed that Bantus originally occupied homelands in east-central Africa

and spread (lst century B.C.?) south from there.

Bao Dai  (b. 1913) Last Vietnamese emperor (1925-1945). Emperor of Annan who

was proclaimed the ruler of all Indochina by the Japanese on the eve of their

defeat in 1945. His puppet government could not retain its position against a

nationalist government proclaimed by Ho Chi Minh, an old revolutionary leader

with Communist ties, who proclaimed the independence of Indochina as the

Republic of Vietnam in 1949.

Barbarian invasions  Name given to the conquest of portions of the western

Roman Empire by tribes from the north. By the 4th century A.D. Rome's power had

declined, allowing Germanic tribes to seize and settle in northern Roman

provinces. The Visigoths crossed the Danube in 376 and, led by Alaric, sacked

Rome in 410. His successor, Ataulf, sought to fuse Roman elements into a

Visigothic kingdom. Rome was nearly sacked in 451 by the Huns under Attila, and

was sacked in 455 by the Vandals under Gaiseric. The Germanic tribes under

Odoacer deposed in 476 Romulus Augustulus, last Roman emperor of the West, and

the Western empire ceased to exist. Other groups to seize Roman territory

included the Ostrogoths, Burgundians, and the Franks.

Bastille  Famous French prison in Paris that was stormed on July 14, 1789 by a

Parisian mob marking the outbreak of the French Revolution.

Batista, Fulgencio (1901-1973)  An army sergeant who in 1934 led a revolt in

Cuba and set up puppet presidents. Batista set up a new constitution in 1940

and easily won the presidential election for a four-year term. Batista was sent

into exile in 1944 but returned and in 1952 organized his army followers,

seized power, and established a brutal dictatorship. Opposition to him grew,

and he was overthrown by Fidel Castro.

Battle of Britain  Took place during World War II and was the greatest air

attack in history up to that time. On June 19, 1940 Hitler commenced air

attacks that increased in intensity until 1,000-plane raids were mounted daily.

German strategic error and British radar, plus the incredible work of an

overworked air force, finally forced Germany to substitute submarine warfare.

Battle of the Bulge  The last desperate German counterattack of World War II to

stop the Allied advance into Germany that began on December 16, 1944 in

northern France. The battle lasted a month and the Allies launched a

counteroffensive that wiped out German gains and were able to advance into

Germany.

Becket, Thomas a (1117-1170)  English martyr and archbishop of Canterbury, he

first served as the chancellor of Henry II. Against his wishes, Henry II made

him archbishop and the two men soon opposed one another over the issue of royal

authority over the church, especially Henry's plan to transfer the trials of

clergy accused of crimes from church to royal courts. In 1170, Thomas was

murdered in the cathedral by supporters of the king.

Bedouin  Nomadic peoples of Arabia who spoke the Semitic language of Arabic and

became converts to Islam.

Begin, Menachem (1913-1992)  Leader of Israel's Likud Party, he was prime

minister from 1977-1983. In 1978 he was awarded the Nobel Prize for Peace for

concluding a peace treaty with Egyptian president Anwar Sadat.

Behistun inscription  A large cliff rock that contained writing in three

languages -- Persian, Susian (a Persian dialect), and cuneiform Babylonian and

enabled scholars to decipher the cuneiform writing of Mesopotamia. From a list

of known Persian cuneiform signs, it was possible to read the Persian and thus

in turn, the Babylonian.

Benedict, Saint (d. 547)  Italian monk of the 6th century who founded the

Benedictine Order. He established the first Benedictine monastery at Monte

Cassino in 529 and created the Rule of St. Benedict, a set of rules to govern

monastic life that served as a guide for other religious orders.

Benes, Eduard (1886-1948)  Czech statesman who served as president of

Czechoslovakia (1935-1938) and after the Munich pact headed the Czech

provisional government in London. After the war, he was once again elected

president of Czechoslovakia in 1946 but resigned after the Communist coup

d'etat of 1948.

Ben-Gurion, David (1886-1973)  First prime minister of Israel when the nation

came into being in 1948. He founded a Zionist movement in Russia, emigrated to

Palestine in 1905, and was exiled from Palestine in 1914 because of his views.

He spent several years in the United States, returned to Palestine, and served

as secretary of the General Federation of Labor until 1935. From then on he was

the leader of the MAPAI, the Israeli Labor party.

Benin, kingdom of  Former West African kingdom located in what is now Nigeria.

A powerful kingdom even before the advent of Portuguese exploration of Africa

in the 1200s, it began trade with Portugal in the late 15th century and

remained a power in the region until the 18th century when it began its

decline. The kingdom fell to British control in the late 19th century.

Bentham, Jeremy (1748-1832)  English philosopher who was the founder of

utilitarianism, a theory that holds that the good of society and its laws is to

ensure the greatest good for the greatest number of people. He believed that

monarchy should be abolished, and that literate adults should have the right to

vote. Since each individual is concerned with his own welfare and happiness,

the best interests of the community are served by individualism or complete

laissez-faire, in which every person is left free to satisfy his self-interest.

See also Philosophy.

Berlin Blockade  In the spring of 1948 Stalin decided to drive the West out of

Berlin, and he closed all rail, land, and water routes to the city. The

Russians expected that the Allies would be unable to supply the 2.5 million

inhabitants of West Berlin but a massive airlift was the West's answer to this

threat. For nearly 11 months, from June 1948 to May 1949, planes flew night and

day, saving Berlin by bringing in over 2.5 million tons of food and coal.

Stalin finally surrendered and lifted the blockade.

Berlin Conference  A conference held in Berlin in 1884 and 1885 to settle the

conflicting claims of the European powers over the lands of Africa. The main

problem discussed was the Belgian claim to the Congo that conflicted with that

of several other nations. Agreements here, along with those made over the

following years, divided Africa among the European nations.

Berlin Wall  Barrier erected by the Communist government of East Germany in

1961 to stop the escape of their citizens to the West. In November 1989, as

part of a democratization movement throughout Eastern Europe, openings were

made in the Wall and it ceased to be a symbol of political separation and

repression. See East European Revolution.

Bernard of Clairvaux, Saint (1090-1153)  French cleric, a mystic, and in his

day one of the most prominent figures in the Roman Catholic church. A

Cistercian monk, he founded the monastery at Clairvaux in 1115 and spent the

rest of his life as its abbot. Nevertheless, he gained great influence in the

church by his eloquence, his widespread reputation as a pious and devoted

churchman, and his influence with the popes of the day.

Bessemer, Henry (1813-1898)  An English engineer who discovered a process for

making steel by removing carbon from molten iron, resulting in the reduction of

the cost of steel by nearly 85 percent.

Bethmann-Hollweg, Theobald von (1856-1921)  German statesman. As chancellor of

Germany (1909-1917), he did not want war, but his policies contributed to the

outbreak of World War I. His attempts to bring about a mediated end to the war

led to his forced resignation.

Bhagavad-Gita  Sanskrit poem that forms the last 18 chapters of The

Mahabharata, the longest epic poem in world literature. The theme is religious

and the Gita stresses that doing one's moral duty or dharma, is the highest

fulfillment in life. Krishna, the human incarnation of the god Vishnu tells of

the alternate paths of salvation, which include salvation through the

performance of action appropriate to one's station in life, salvation through

the attainment of knowledge of the Supreme Being, and salvation through faith

and devotion to a personal god, especially Krishna.

Bhutto, Benezir (b. 1953)  Prime Minister of Pakistan (1988-1990). The first

female leader of a Muslim nation in modern times, she was dismissed in 1990.

Bhutto, Zulfikar Ali (1928-1979)  Pakistani political leader. His policies

helped to cause the secession of East Pakistan and the ensuing war in 1971. As

president (1971-1973) and prime minister (1973-1977), he opposed secession and

the formation of Bangladesh but was forced to recognize its independence in

1974. He was overthrown by General Zia in 1977. Charged with plotting the

assassination of a political foe, he was imprisoned and executed in 1979.

Bill of Rights, English  Famous document of the English constitution adopted in

1689, it recognized the results of 17th-century struggle between Parliament and

the Stuart monarchy. Its principles were accepted by King William and Queen

Mary in the Declaration of Rights as a condition for ascending to the throne

after the overthrow of James II in the bloodless Glorious Revolution of 1688.

Among the principles established by the Bill of Rights was that the monarch was

subject to the laws of Parliament and that all English subjects had certain

civil and political rights.

Bismarck, Otto von (1815-1898)  German statesman who served as chancellor of

Germany (1871-1890) and was responsible for the unification of Germany. In

1862, King William I of Prussia appointed Otto von Bismarck as chief minister

of state, a man whose policy was to influence European affairs for the next 25

years. Bismarck's first problem was to persuade the independent states of

Germany to unite, give up their sovereignty, and accept the leadership of

Prussia. He was also convinced that Austria was Prussia's rival for control of

Germany, and knew that sooner or later a showdown would take place between the

two. The great questions of the day, he said, are not to be decided by speeches

but by "blood and iron." Between 1862 and 1866, despite opposition from German

liberals, he built up the strength of the Prussian army and his blood and iron

policy resulted in three wars, against Denmark, Austria, and France, each

success contributing to final unification of Germany under Prussian leadership.

With unification completed in 1871, the king of Prussia was crowned Kaiser

William I, Emperor of the Germans, and Bismarck became chancellor of the German

Empire. His policies included the prevention of a European coalition against

Germany that was carried out through the creation of the Dual Alliance in 1879

between Germany and Austria and the Triple Alliance of 1882 that included

Italy. Bismarck instituted social security reforms providing workers with

protection against sickness, accidents, and old age and waged a battle known as

"Kulturkampf" to subordinate the Catholic church to the state. He was dismissed

by Kaiser William II who wanted to carry out his own policies.

Black Death  An infectious epidemic disease caused by a bacterium that is

transmitted to humans by fleas from infected rats. Bubonic plague, the most

common form, is characterized by very high fever, chills, delirium, and

enlarged painful lymph nodes (buboes) but there are also pneumonic that affects

the lungs and septicemic that infects the blood. In the black form of plague,

hemorrhages turn black, giving the term "Black Death" to the disease. The

earliest known visitation of the plague to Europe occurred in Athens in 430

B.C. A disastrous epidemic occurred in Rome in the 3rd century in which 5,000

persons are reported to have succumbed daily. However, the most widespread

epidemic began in Constantinople in 1334 and rapidly spread throughout Europe.

In less than 20 years the Black Death killed as much as three quarters of the

population of Europe and Asia. The great plague of London in 1665 is recorded

in many works of literature. Quarantine measures helped to contain the disease

somewhat but serious epidemics continued to occur even in the 19th century. The

disease is still prevalent in many parts of Asia.

Blanc, Louis (1811-1882)  French Socialist who outlined his ideal of a new

social order on the principle "From each according to his abilities, to each

according to his needs." He advocated the establishment of a system of social

workshops controlled by the workers as the first stage in achieving this goal.

He organized the first Socialist party in France in the 1840s and was a leader

in the revolution of 1848. As a member of the provisional government he

established social workshops but the plan was sabotaged. Afterwards his role in

an insurrection of the workers caused him to flee to England where he remained

until 1871. He returned to France where he became a member of the National

Assembly and later a leader of the left in the Chamber of Deputies.

Blitzkrieg  German term, meaning "lightning war" used to describe the German

battle tactic in World War II of using massive numbers of airplanes and

mechanized forces in sudden assaults on opposing forces.

Bloody Sunday  The spark that set off the Revolution of 1905 in Russia. On

January 9, 1905, a priest, Father Gapon, led 200,000 unarmed workers to the

palace gates in St. Petersburg in order to demand an eight-hour day, a minimum

wage of a ruble a day, and a constituent assembly. The workers were fired upon

by the guards, and over 500 were killed and thousands wounded. Bloody Sunday

united the dissatisfied bourgeois, proletariat, and peasants. By the end of

1905, 1,500 governmental officials had been assassinated, peasants had seized

estates, a strike committee had been set up by Leon Trotsky, and one of the

most complete general strikes in history followed. The life of the country came

to a standstill. Soviets (councils) of workers were established all over Russia

and pressed the demand for a representative assembly. The czar finally gave in

and by the October Manifesto granted a legislative duma, but Nicholas

maintained control of foreign policy.

Blum, Leon (1872-1950)  French Socialist who headed the first Popular Front

Government that was elected in 1936 and consisted of a coalition of Socialists,

Radical Socialists, and Communists. This Popular Front government passed many

labor reforms but conservative opposition to Blum's fiscal policies forced him

to resign in 1937. Blum served as premier once again for two months in 1946 and

1947.

Boer War (1899-1902)  The culmination of friction between the Dutch settlers

and the British in South Africa. In 1834 Britain had abolished slavery

throughout the empire, including Cape Colony at the southern tip of Africa,

acquired from the Netherlands in 1815, but inhabited by Dutch settlers called

Boers or farmers since 1660. The Boers resented interference with their slave

system of native Africans, and moved out from British jurisdiction in a vast

trek across the Vaal and the Orange rivers to form two independent Boer

republics, the Orange Free State and the Transvaal (South African) Republic.

Between 1852 and 1887 British policy fluctuated between recognition of the two

republics and acquisition of them. In 1891 the Transvaal Republic was regarded,

contradictorily, as being independent and under the sovereignty of Great

Britain. The discovery of gold and diamonds in the republics, essentially

"farmer" republics uninterested in mineral wealth, led to a great influx of

adventurers who expected Great Britain to protect and extend their rights and

interests. Cecil Rhodes, the imperialist and diamond-mine owner, who became

prime minister of Cape Colony, decided to use the discontent as a means to take

over the Boer republics for Great Britain. His attempt to take over the

Transvaal Republic led to the Boer War, in which the Boers were finally

defeated, and agreed to accept British control for the time being in return for

eventual self-government.

Boleyn, Anne (1507-1536)  Queen consort of King Henry VIII of England and the

mother of Queen Elizabeth I. She became Henry's second wife when he divorced

Katharine of Aragon to marry her but the marriage was generally unpopular in

England. Henry soon tired of Anne and after she failed to produce a male heir

to the throne he decided to marry Jane Seymour. Anne was brought to trial in

1536 for adultery and condemned to death.

Bolivar, Simon (1783-1830)  Leader of the South American Revolution of the

1800s who was known as the "Liberator." Beginning in 1810, Bolivar resisted the

Spanish, and finally freed Colombia, Venezuela, and Ecuador by 1822 and made

them the new nation of El Gran Colombia which in a few years broke up into the

three separate countries. While Bolivar was freeing the northern part of the

continent, Jose de San Martin of Argentina, tried to free the Viceroyalty of

Rio de la Plata, and succeeded in winning its independence in 1816. Bolivar

crossed the mountains and took Quito in northern Peru and met San Martin in

1822 to discuss joint operations. San Martin turned over his command to Bolivar

and in 1824 Bolivar freed Peru.

Bolsheviks  One of the two main branches of Marxist Socialism in Russia from

1903-1918, the other being the Mensheviks. In 1903, when the Russian Social

Democratic party split into two factions, the Bolsheviks led by Lenin advocated

immediate revolution and the establishment of a dictatorship of the

proletariat. In the Russian Revolution of 1917 the Mensheviks cooperated with

the government established under the leadership of Kerensky but this regime was

overthrown by the Bolsheviks in 1917. After the outbreak of warfare, the

Bolsheviks won control and Lenin became the leader of the Soviet Union. The

Bolsheviks became the Russian Communist party in 1918.

Bonaparte, Joseph (1768-1844)  Brother of Napoleon who made him king of Naples

in 1806 and king of Spain in 1808. Unsuccessful in defending his throne in the

Peninsular War, he was forced to abdicate in 1813.

Bonaparte, Louis Napoleon  See Napoleon III.

Bonaparte, Napoleon  See Napoleon I.

Boniface, Saint (675-754?)  An 8th-century English monk, his missionary work

brought him the name "Apostle of Germany." He is known for converting pagan

Germany to Christianity under the protection of Charles Martel of the Franks.

He founded many bishoprics and monasteries and he was made archbishop of Mainz

in 745.

Boniface, VIII (1235-1303)  Thirteenth-century pope whose conflict with King

Philip IV of France was the principle feature of his papacy. When Philip IV

demanded that the clergy pay taxes he issued a papal bull in 1296 that said

that the clergy could not be taxed without the consent of the pope. Philip

struck back by cutting off the contributions of the French church to the pope.

In a papal bull issued in 1302, Boniface advanced the principle that the pope

was supreme in both spiritual and temporal matters and that princes were

subject to the pope's authority in both. In response, Philip IV sent an envoy

to Italy who held the pope prisoner. He was soon released but died a month

later.

Book of the Dead  Egyptian religious text probably from the 6th and 7th

centuries B.C. that contained charms, prayers, and formulas.

Bourbons  Royal family of France originally of France. Its branches also ruled

in Spain, the two Sicilies, and Parma. The first of the Bourbon family to

become king of France was Henry IV (1589-1610), who was succeeded by his son

Louis XIII, and his grandson Louis XIV. Louis XIV's descendants ruled France,

except during the French Revolution and the Napoleonic Era (1792-1814), until

Charles X was deposed in 1830. The line of Bourbon-Spain came to rule Spain

with the accession of Philip V, a grandson of Louis XIV, to the Spanish throne

in 1700. The last Bourbon king on the Spanish throne was Alfonso XIII who was

deposed in 1931.

Bourgeoisie  Originally, French merchants and craftsmen in medieval times, who,

as a class, occupied the economic and social middle ground between landowners

and peasants. With the breakup of feudal society, the rise of capitalism, and

the advent of the Industrial Revolution, the bourgeoisie came to include a wide

range of groups of entrepreneurs, such as bankers, factory owners, merchants,

and professionals.

Boxer Rebellion  Another phase in the revolutionary process in China, it was

symptomatic of the growing unrest and the increasing antiforeignism and was the

last desperate effort to drive out the foreigners. Led by a group that called

itself the Fists of Righteous Harmony, the rebellion that broke out in 1900 was

supported quietly by the throne. It was directed against all foreigners and any

Chinese who had come under the influence of the West (particularly Christians).

The foreign legations in Peking were attacked, and 242 Westerners were killed

as well as several thousand Chinese converts. The Western governments

immediately sent an allied army (the greatest number of men to relieve the

legations was sent by Japan -- 80,000). With this, the movement collapsed. The

effects of the Boxer Rebellion included the demand of indemnity of

$333,000,000, the foreign occupation of 13 places around Peking, and the

punishment of many officials. The rebellion convinced many of the most

conservative bureaucrats that change had to come about in China and reforms by

the Manchus (1901-1910) were instigated. Schools were established, the

examination system was abolished, and students were sent abroad to study. A new

army was created, a constitution was drafted in 1908, provincial assemblies

were put into operation in 1909, and a national assembly in 1910. Earlier

reforms in China had been within the Confucian system but these reforms were

not, and the Manchus soon found that drastic change was undermining the very

foundations of their government.

Braganza  Braganza ruling house of Portugal (1640-1910) and Brazil (1822-1889).

The family was founded by Alfonso (d. 1451), the illegitimate son of Portuguese

King John I. The first member of the royal line was John IV, who ruled the

newly independent Portugal (1640-1656). The line of rulers lasted until the

ouster of Manuel II in 1910 and formation of the republic. The Braganza family

also provided rulers of Brazil for a time in the 19th century.

Brahma  Supreme god. See Hinduism.

Brandt, Willy (1913-1992)  German statesman. Former mayor of West Berlin and

foreign minister he became chancellor of West Germany in 1969. He continued the

policy he had initiated as foreign minister, that of Ostpolitik, or the

"Eastern Policy" of seeking normal relations with Eastern Europe, particularly

with the Soviet Union. In Moscow he and Premier Kosygin signed an agreement.

Although he received the Nobel Peace Prize for his Ostpolitik, Brandt met stiff

opposition at home and in May 1974, Brandt abruptly announced his resignation,

ostensibly because a close personal aide was arrested and confessed that he was

an East German spy on Brandt's staff.

Brest-Litovsk, treaty of  Separate peace treaty in World War I signed by Soviet

Russia and the Central Powers on March 3, 1918. Under the harsh treaty, Russia

agreed to the evacuation of the Ukraine, Finland, the Baltic states, Poland,

and the Transcaucasus. It lost three-quarters of its iron and coal, one-quarter

of its arable land, one-quarter of its population, and one-third of its

manufacturing and also had to pay a large war indemnity. Since Russia concluded

a separate peace, almost all the countries of the world broke diplomatic

relations, but Lenin adhered to it in order to save the Russian Revolution.

Brezhnev, Leonid (1906-1982)  Russian Communist leader. In 1964, he replaced

Khrushchev as first secretary of the Communist party, while Aleksei Kosygin

became premier. Brezhnev rose to power first as a Red Army political commissar

and briefly as a member of the Communist party Central Committee. Under

Khrushchev, Brezhnev was put in charge of the virgin lands program, in 1956 he

was reinstated in the Central Committee, and in 1957 he was made a full member

of the Presidium. In 1960 he was given the honorary title of Soviet president,

but he resigned in 1963 to give full attention to the secretariat. By this time

he was slated as Khrushchev's successor. Although Brezhnev and Kosygin shared

power, by the 1970s, Brezhnev had emerged as the undisputed head of the Soviet

Union. His policies included encouragement of Soviet economic growth,

maintaining Soviet security, and detente with the West. At his death in 1982,

he was succeeded by Yuri Andropov.

Briand, Aristide (1862-1932)  French statesman who served as premier of France

ten times between 1909 and 1921. As French foreign minister in the years

between 1925 and 1932 he was the chief architect of the Locarno Pact of 1925

which improved relations between Germany and the former Allies in World War I

and the Kellogg-Briand Pact of 1928 in which 62 nations agreed to renounce war

as an instrument of foreign policy. In 1926, Briand shared the Nobel Peace

Prize with Gustav Stresemann of Germany.

British East India Company  British trading company that controlled commercial

and political affairs in India in the 18th and 19th centuries. Chartered in

1600 by Queen Elizabeth I to gain a share of the Asian spice trade, the company

focused on India after 1623. In India, the company defeated the Portuguese in

1612 and was granted political powers in India in 1668 by Charles II. The

French were finally expelled from India between 1751 and 1760 by Robert Clive

and the company took control of Bengal in 1765, making it the dominant power in

India. British government intervention in India was affected by the Regulating

Act of 1773 and the East India Act of 1784. The government took over all

administrative functions after the Indian Mutiny or Sepoy Mutiny of 1857.

British North America Act  Legislation (March 29, 1867) by which the British

Parliament united Upper and Lower Canada (Ontario and Quebec), Nova Scotia, and

New Brunswick to form the Dominion of Canada. The act also provided a

constitutional framework for governing the dominion until 1982, when

constitutional power was formally transferred to Canada.

Bronze Age  Period in the late Neolithic Age that marked the beginning of what

historians called civilization. In this period, bronze replaced copper and

stone as the main material used in tools and weapons. The first knowledge of

bronze-working was discovered in southwestern Asia about 5,000 years ago, at

about the same time the world's first civilization arose here.

Brutus, Marcus (85-42 B.C.)  Known as the principal assassin of Julius Caesar.

Originally he sided with Pompey in the power struggle with Caesar, but Caesar

later pardoned him and gave him an administrative office. He joined Cassius in

the plot against Caesar in 44 B.C. and supported the Republican cause. After

his forces were defeated by those of Marc Antony and Octavian he committed

suicide.

Bubonic plague  See Black Death.

Buddhism  One of the great religions of the world, it is based on the teachings

of Gautama Buddha. According to legend, Gautama was born in 563 B.C. into the

second caste of India, the warrior, and brought up in the luxury of warrior

aristocrats. At the age of 29, while on a journey, Gautama is reported to have

seen an old man, a sick man, a dead man, and an ascetic. This worried him, for

he could not understand why there should be so much misery in the world. For

six years he sought a solution, trying all the Hindu methods, such as

asceticism and mortification of the flesh, in order to understand God. Finally,

he seated himself under the sacred Bodhi tree and meditated for 49 days, until

he achieved enlightenment and became known as Buddha, the enlightened one. For

the next 45 years of his life he traveled, preached, and spread his religion.

Buddhism maintained many Hindu doctrines such as reincarnation, the doctrine of

karma, and renunciation of the world, but Buddha disagreed with the methods of

achieving these objectives. He did not believe in mortification of the flesh or

in caste distinctions, since all people were to him equal in spiritual

potential. The core of Buddha's teachings were the Four Noble Truths: suffering

is universal, the cause of all suffering is selfish desire and cravings, the

cure to the problem of suffering therefore is to eliminate all selfish desire,

and the way to do this is to follow the Noble Eightfold Path. The Noble

Eightfold Path for eliminating selfish desire consists of right views or

knowledge, the right ambition, right speech, right conduct, right means of

livelihood, right effort or self-discipline, right thoughts, right meditation

or concentration. The achievement of enlightenment is the fundamental aim for

the Buddhist as it is for the Hindu. Once one achieves enlightenment, he is

said to have reached Nirvana and is finally released from the wheel of death

and rebirth. In time, Buddhism divided into two sects. Hinayana, the Lesser

Vehicle, is the original faith, relying solely on one's own introspection and

faith to achieve enlightenment. It became the dominant form of Buddhism in

Ceylon, Burma, Thailand, and Cambodia. Mahayana, the Greater Vehicle, is the

Chinese adaptation of Buddhism, and the primary difference is that it relies on

other Buddhas and gods to achieve enlightenment or Nirvana. It incorporates the

use of saints called bodhisattvas praying to them for aid. Gradually more

emphasis was put on good works than on contemplation. Mahayana Buddhism became

the dominant form in China, Japan, Vietnam, and Korea. Buddhism in 272 B.C. was

the state religion of India; by 65 A.D. it had spread to China and by 600 A.D.

it was introduced into Japan and became the state religion during the 700s. By

800 A.D. the faith had spread all over the Far East, but 100 years before that

date it had died out in India. The main reason for its demise in India was its

renunciation of the caste system, which challenged the existing social

structure. See also Religion.

Bulow, Bernhard Heinrich Martin, Furst von (1849-1929)  German statesman. As

chancellor of Germany (1900-1909) he attempted to strengthen Germany's position

as a world power, but instead his policies strengthened the Triple Entente of

Britain, France, and Russia.

Burke, Edmund (1729-1797)  A British statesman and political writer. A member

of the Whig party, Burke was sympathetic to the American colonies in 1774 and

1775. Though he championed many liberal and reform causes, Burke believed that

political, social, and religious institutions reflected the wisdom of the ages.

His opposition to the French Revolution, based on the fear that violent change

would cause disorder and bring about tyranny, made him the spokesman of

European conservatives. Burke's writings had important influence on

conservatives in England, the United States, and France.

Bushido  Term meaning "way of the warrior" and a code of conduct in Japan

identified with Samurai warriors. The code developed from feudal times and

stressed personal honor and, above all, loyalty to the feudal lord. Formulated

during the Kamakura shogunate during the 12th-14th centuries, it became the

code of the Daimyo and Samurai in the 17th century. In the 19th century the

code was made the basis for fierce loyalty to the emperor and governed Japanese

life until the end of World War II.

Buxar, battle of  This battle in 1764 brought the rich province of Bengal

completely under control of the East India Company, giving it a strong base

from which to conquer the rest of India. In 1765 Robert Clive obtained from the

Newab of Bengal the right to administer the revenues (known as dewani) of

Bengal, Bihar, and Orissa, and this meant that the East India Company had in

effect become a sovereign power on the mainland of India.

Byzantine Empire  The eastern half of the Roman Empire that survived after the

decline and collapse of the Roman Empire in the West. The emperor Diocletian

divided the Roman Empire into East and West and moved his court to Asia Minor

making it the center of the Roman Empire instead of Rome. In 330 A.D. Roman

emperor Constantine founded a new capital city for the empire called

Constantinople, which became the center of the new Byzantine Empire that

developed out of the eastern Roman Empire and outlived the western Roman Empire

by 1,000 years. Byzantium became enormously rich as the great center of trade

from every quarter of the compass. Envied for its great wealth, Byzantium

maintained a carefully recruited and well-trained army with its own medical

ambulance corps, highly skillful intelligence service, and skilled diplomats to

negotiate. The empire was Roman in its law and centralized organization, but

Greek in culture, language, and emperors. The government was authoritarian and

highly centralized. The church was headed by a Patriarch who was simply one of

a number of bishops singled out and appointed by the emperor, and therefore

always dismissable by the emperor. The cultural contribution of Byzantium was

that of preserving, during the several centuries in which knowledge of Greek

disappeared from Europe, Greek masterpieces and making copies of them, printing

of books, building of great libraries and a university, and the preservation of

the works of Plato, Aristotle, Homer, and Sophocles. Despite attack by the

Persians, the Seljuk Turks in the 11th century, and the Crusaders in 1204, the

empire survived until 1453 when it was overwhelmed by the Ottoman Turks -- the

so-called fall of Constantinople.

Cabot, John (1450-1498)  Italian navigator who explored for England. His voyage

to North America in 1497 gave England its claims in the "New World."

Cabral, Pedro (1460-1526)  Portuguese navigator who accidentally reached the

coast of Brazil that he claimed for Portugal in 1500. When destined for India

he was blown off course and forced westward.

Caesar, Augustus  See Augustus.

Caesar, Julius (102-44 B.C.)  Great Roman statesman and general. Caesar

strengthened Rome's control over the empire by replacing the Roman oligarchy

with a dictatorship and by pacifying Italy and the provinces. He extended the

empire throughout Gaul and devised the Julian calendar, the basis of the modern

calendar. Caesar aligned himself with the popular party during his early career

and, in 60 B.C., sought the consulate of Rome. Frustrated by Senate opposition,

he formed the first Triumvirate with Crassus and Pompey and thus became consul

in 59 B.C. He was then named proconsul of Gaul and Illyricum in 58 B.C. and

became a military hero as commander of Roman armies in the Gallic Wars (58-51

B.C.) Crassus' death ended the triumvirate in 53 B.C. and set Pompey, now sole

consul, against Caesar. In 49 B.C. Caesar led his armies from Gaul against

Pompey. Crossing the Rubicon, he marched unopposed to Rome, and was made

dictator. Caesar emerged victorious from the ensuing military exploits between

49 and 45 B.C. in the provinces against Pompey's army and in 44 B.C. was named

dictator for life. But his dictatorial powers had aroused bitter resentment in

Rome. On the Ides of March (March 15) of 44 B.C. Caesar was assassinated by a

band of conspirators that included Brutus, Cassius, and Casca.

Caligula (12-41 A.D.)  The third of the Claudian emperors of the Roman Empire,

the line beginning with Caesar Augustus (Octavian), considered the first

emperor of Rome. He succeeded Tiberius as emperor but suffered from insanity

and his rule was marked by senseless cruelty and despotism. His rule (37-41

A.D.) ended with his assassination and he was succeeded by Emperor Claudius.

Caliph  The successor to Mohammed, the founder of Islam, who was the religious

and political head of the state. The first caliph was Abu Bakr (632-634) father

-in-law of Mohammed who conquered Arabia. He was followed by Umar, Uthman, and

Ali who were descendants of Mohammed and are called the Orthodox Caliphs. Their

reign was broken in 661 when Muawiya took the caliphate by force and

established the Umayyad dynasty. The Abbasid line later replaced the Umayyads.

Later rival caliphates were set up in Baghdad, Cordova, Spain, and Cairo,

Egypt. In 1258 invading Mongols, under a nephew of Genghis Khan, captured and

destroyed Baghdad. These Ottoman Turks seized control of the eastern Moslem

world, became themselves fierce converts to Mohammedanism, captured

Constantinople in 1453, and threatened all Europe. The Turkish sultans in

Constantinople retained their supremacy as caliphs until 1908 A.D. Since then

there has been no recognized official head of the Moslem world. The caliphate

was officially dissolved in Turkey by the National Assembly in 1924.

Calvin, John (1509-1564)  Famous French Protestant leader of the Reformation

who preached the doctrine of predestination; that God, who knows the past, the

present, and the future, must always know which people will be saved and which

shall be eternally damned. Calvin became the virtual dictator of the city of

Geneva, which became a theocracy, a state ruled by a church, since only those

whom Calvin regarded as the faithful could vote and hold office in Geneva.

Being a dictator, Calvin suffered no opinion but his own, with a consequence

that during five years "heretics" were executed and over 70 were banished.

Nevertheless, for both religious and political reasons Calvinism flourished and

spread into England and France where Calvin's followers were known as

Huguenots. The present-day Presbyterian, Congregational, and other religious

denominations contain the basic features of Calvinism laid down by Calvin in

his Institutes of Religion: simple worship, bible readings, sermon, prayers,

and hymns.

Camp David Accord  See U.S. History

Canaan  Name by which the land west of the Jordan River, including Syria and

the mountainous districts (inhabited by the Amarites in ancient times) was

known. According to biblical tradition, Abraham was bidden by God to leave

Chaldea and lead the Hebrews into Canaan, which became their land, known as

Palestine.

Canossa  Located in north-central Italy. It was the scene in 1077 of penance by

Henry IV, the Holy Roman Emperor, who supposedly waited barefoot for 3 days

outside the castle walls before Pope Gregory VII lifted his ban of

excommunication against him.

Canterbury Tales  Collection of stories written in the English vernacular by

Geoffrey Chaucer (1340-1400 A.D.), one of the great medieval writers,

portraying the people of the countryside of England and describing a cross

section of lower and middle class people.

Canute (999-1035)  Danish king who invaded England in 1015 and ruled it as part

of a larger kingdom that included Denmark and Norway. Canute lived in England

most of the time, ruling the kingdom well, but his successors did not share his

talents and the kingdom did not last.

Capet, Hugh (938-996)  A French noble who was chosen to be king by an assembly

of nobles after the death in 987 of the last Carolingian king of France. As

king he ruled only a small region around the city of Paris but he founded a

line of kings called the Capetians who ruled France for over 300 years.

Capetians  French royal house named for Hugh Capet who ruled France from 987

until 1328 when the throne passed to the house of Valois. When the Capetians

succeeded to the throne of France, the royal possessions were modest in

comparison with those of the Dukes of Normandy, Brittany, Aquitaine, Guienne,

Champagne, and Gascony. Feudal obligations of these vassals to their king were

little more than a gesture. The Capetian monarchs strengthened their

possessions and power whenever the opportunity was favorable. They established

primogeniture, the succession of estates to the eldest son, in place of

election of a successor by the nobles. Through the efforts of the Capetian

kings, France developed a strong central government under a powerful monarch by

the early 1300s and the land owned by the English king in France was diminished

to parts of the provinces of Aquitaine and Gascony.

Carbonari  Italian secret society that was active in the Italian nationalist

movement of the 1800s and involved in revolts. One of its members was Mazzini

who created Young Italy, a society dedicated to uniting their country into a

democratic republic.

Carlsbad decrees  Resolutions adopted at a conference of ministers of the

German states called by Metternich in response to a flurry of discontent among

university students in 1819. These measures provided for press censorship,

supervision of the universities, and suppression of liberal agitation.

Carolingian dynasty  Dynasty of Frankish rulers, established in the 7th century

by Pepin. They ruled as mayors of the palace under the Merovingian kings until

Pepin the Short made himself king in 751 A.D. His son, Charlemagne who was

crowned emperor in 800, brought the dynasty to its height. The Carolingian

Empire was divided up by the Treaty of Verdun of 843 and members of the dynasty

continued as kings in Germany until 911 and in France until 987.

Carranza, Venustiano (1859-1920)  Mexican revolutionary and political leader.

Carranza joined Madero in his revolt in 1910 against Diaz, and then fought

Huerta when he overthrew Madero in 1913. Carranza headed the provisional

government between 1914-1917 and during this time successfully countered

uprisings by Villa and Zapata. He accepted the constitution of 1917 and served

as president (1917-1920).

Carthage  Former Phoenician colony founded in Tunisia in 800 B.C. By 264 B.C.

when it first came into conflict with Rome, it was governed along much the same

lines, but with the advantage of permanent military leaders instead of elected

consuls. Its power was based on trade and commerce in the Mediterranean and it

founded colonies in North Africa, Spain, and western Sicily. Carthage posed a

threat to expanding Rome, particularly when during a civil war in Messina (the

northeastern tip of Sicily) the Carthaginians responded to an appeal by Messina

for assistance. This incident was the beginning of the Punic Wars, so named

from the Roman term for the Phoenician people of Carthage. Carthage was

eventually defeated in the Punic Wars (264-241 B.C., 218-201 B.C., and 149-146

B.C.) and the city itself was destroyed in 146 B.C.

Cartier, Sir Georges Etienne (1814-1873)  Canadian statesman. A leading French

-Canadian advocate of federation, he became joint prime minister of Canada

(1858-1862) with Sir John Macdonald and later served in the government of

unified Canada.

Cartier, Jacques (1491-1557)  French navigator who first explored the Gulf of

St. Lawrence and discovered the St. Lawrence River, starting France on its

control of Canada.

Cartwright, Edmund (1743-1823)  Inventor of the power loom during the period of

the Industrial Revolution in England.

Cassius, Gaius (d. 42 B.C.)  A Roman noble who supported Pompey in his power

struggle with Julius Caesar, by whom he was later pardoned. He joined the plot

to assassinate Caesar and was defeated with Brutus by Marc Antony's forces at

the Battle of Philippi.

Caste system  Hereditary social class system established under Hinduism

probably by the Aryans who invaded and came to dominate India by 1500 B.C.

Caste is similar to strict class distinction but is more restricted, for people

marry only within their caste, associate only with people of their caste, and

live according to the rules, ceremonies, and rituals of their particular caste.

There were four major castes in India -- the Brahmin or priestly caste, the

Kshatriuas or warrior, the Vasiya or merchant, and the Sudra or laboring caste.

There were, however, thousands (perhaps 7,000) of subcastes, and the division

was made on professional or occupational lines. The castes were not socially or

religiously equal. The Brahmin was the elite. All caste was a matter of birth.

The untouchable was below and outside of caste and could not be associated

with. The only jobs they were allowed were those the Hindu would consider

unclean, such as tanning, latrine duty, and street cleaning. Today caste and

untouchability are officially abolished.

Castlereagh, Lord (1769-1822)  British foreign minister who helped to organize

the "concert of Europe" against Napoleon and represented Great Britain at the

Congress of Vienna in 1814 which met to redraw the map of Europe after

Napoleon's defeat. He advocated moderate terms for France and favored a policy

of balance of power with a return of conservative governments in Europe.

Castro, Fidel (b. 1926)  Leader of the 1959 revolution in Cuba that overthrew

Fulgencio Batista, the dictator who came to power in 1934. The new

revolutionary government headed by Castro became an openly Communist regime

after he declared he was a Marxist.

Catherine I (1684-1727)  Ruled as empress of Russia (1725-1727). A Livonian

servant girl she became Peter the Great's second wife. After his death Peter's

palace guards chose her as his successor and she ruled ably.

Catherine II (the Great) (1729-1796)  Ruled as empress of Russia (1762-1796).

Formerly Princess Sophie, a minor German princess, she married Peter III in

1744. After a palace revolt that deposed Peter in 1762 she was proclaimed

empress. With no legitimate title to the throne, she won over the nobility by

exempting them from taxation and military service. Her foreign policy was

predatory, expansionist, and politically unsound. By this time Poland was no

longer the power it had once been. Enfeebled by political anarchy, and open to

attack from all sides because it was a plain without defensive frontiers, it

presented its neighbors with the opportunity to dismember it. In three grabs

between 1772 and 1795 Russia, Austria, and Prussia dismembered it completely.

While Russia added some 180,000 square miles to its own territory, it also

brought 6 million discontented Poles into the Russian Empire, and at the same

time obliterated the buffer state between Prussia and Russia. Land had been

acquired at the expense of political safety.

Catherine de Medici (1519-1589)  A member of the Italian Medici family who

became queen of France when she married King Henry II and was regent for her

son Charles IX. She was involved in the plot against Protestants that became

the massacre of Saint Bartholomew's Day in 1572.

Catherine of Aragon (Katherine) (1485-1536)  Daughter of Ferdinand and Isabella

of Spain, she was the first wife of Henry VIII and queen of England. Unable to

produce a male heir, Henry's interest waned and he divorced her to marry Anne

Boleyn.

Catherine of Valois (1401-1437)  The daughter of King Charles VI she married

King Henry V of England and became queen. She later married Owen Tudor and it

is from their union that the line of Tudor kings descended.

Caudillo  Term for a leader who is a political boss with a strong military

following. It is used especially in reference to South American leaders who

came to power after the revolution for independence.

Cavour, Camillo Benso (1810-1861)  Chief architect of Italian unification in

the 1800s under Victor Emanuel II. As prime minister of the Kingdom of

Sardinia, he drove the Austrians out of Lombardy in 1859. In 1860 other areas

in central Italy joined Sardinia by plebiscite. In 1861 the Kingdom of Italy

was proclaimed under the ruler of Sardinia, Victor II.

Cellini, Benvenuto (1500-1572)  Great Renaissance artist from Florence known

especially for his work in silver and gold.

Central Powers  Name applied to Germany and its allies during World War I. In

addition to Germany, the Central Powers included Austria-Hungary, Bulgaria, and

the Ottoman Empire.

Chaeronea, battle of  Famous battle of 338 B.C. in which Philip of Macedon

defeated the Athenians and became the master of Greece.

Chaldeans  A Semitic group of people who overthrew the Assyrians in Mesopotomia

in 612 B.C. and took over most of their empire under Nebuchadnezzar who ruled

from the city of Babylon between 605 and 562 B.C., the Chaldeans conquered most

of the lands of the Fertile Crescent. They made important advances in science

and astronomy and were famed for their magnificent city of Babylon which was

the site of the famous Hanging Gardens. Their empire fell to the Persians in

539 B.C.

Chamberlain, Neville (1869-1940)  British prime minister in 1937 who became the

symbol of the policy of appeasement toward Germany and Italy. He signed the

Munich Pact of 1938 which gave up the Sudetenland (of Czechoslovakia) to Hitler

saying that he had achieved "peace in our time."

Champlain, Samuel de (1567-1635)  French explorer and the founder of New

France. He established a colony in Quebec, discovered Lake Champlain, and

extended French claims from Canada, west to Wisconsin.

Champollion, Jean-Francois (1790-1832)  French Egyptologist who deciphered

Egyptian hieroglyphics by using the Rosetta Stone.

Chandragupta I (d. 330 A.D.)  Indian king and the founder of the Gupta dynasty.

Chandragupta II (d. 415 A.D.)  The most famous of the Gupta rulers of India.

The Gupta Empire reunited most of northern India from about 320-535 A.D. and

under Chandragupta II the empire reached its greatest height. The period of the

Gupta dynasty is known as the high point of India's classical period. Medicine,

literature, and the arts (particularly sculpture) flourished. Great

universities were established, and mathematicians and astronomers were as

accurate and advanced as their contemporaries in the rest of the world. The

decimal, the zero, and Arabic numerals all originated in India.

Chandragupta Maurya (d. 286? B.C.)  Indian emperor and founder of the Maurya

dynasty. After the death of Alexander the Great, the first in Indian history to

unite all northern India under one effective imperial authority. The Mauryan

Empire was a police state with an efficient revenue system, taxing trade and

land and controlling all mines.

Charlemagne (771-814 A.D.)  King of the Franks who was crowned emperor of the

Romans in 800 A.D. by Pope Leo III, thereby beginning the so-called Holy Roman

Empire. He expanded his empire until it included what is modern France,

Holland, Belgium, Switzerland, Austria, West Germany, North Spain, and some

land farther eastwards. Charlemagne aspired to exert the authority of the

former Roman emperors, and tried to maintain personal control throughout his

empire by missi dominici, men sent by the king (a layman and a clergyman who

traveled in pairs as royal inspectors). These men also exercised judicial

powers, instituted the "sworn inquest," forerunner of the grand jury that gave

information under oath to traveling judges, later to become the basis of the

English jury system. Charlemagne was a patron of learning and brought the

famous English scholar and churchman Alcuin to conduct his school at Aachen.

After Charlemagne's death his empire broke up, and with it the revived Roman

Empire.

Charles I (1600-1649)  English king (1625-1649). His firm belief in the divine

right of kings and consequent struggles with Parliament resulted in the English

Civil War between 1642 and 1649. Charles's marriage to the unpopular French

Catholic Henrietta Maria and his wars against Spain and France only added to

his differences with Parliament. The struggle began soon after his accession

and was characterized by bold maneuvers on both sides: Parliament refused

Charles money grants until he agreed to end arbitrary practices; Charles

briefly relented, agreeing to the Petition of Right in 1628, then dissolved

Parliament in 1629 and ruled without it, raising money by a variety of means.

Charles's need for money prompted the calling of the Short and Long Parliaments

in 1640, which in turn resulted in the English Civil War. Defeated, Charles was

tried and executed in 1649.

Charles I (1863-1908)  Portuguese king (1889-1908). Charles vied with Britain

and Japan for African colonial territories and contended with unrest at home. A

revolt in 1906 prompted him to grant Prime Minister Joao Franco dictatorial

powers. This resulted in a revolt in 1908 and in his assassination.

Charles I (1887-1922)  Last ruler of the Austro-Hungarian Empire (1916-1918),

successor to Emperor Francis Joseph. He acceded during World War I and tried to

open negotiations for peace in 1916. He likewise failed in a plan to keep the

dual monarchy united, and in 1918 Hungary and Czechoslovakia declared

independence.

Charles II (Charles the Bald) (823-877)  King of the West Franks (France) (843

-877) and emperor of the West (875-877). He agreed to the redivision of the

empire by the Treaty of Verdun of 843 and the Treaty of Mersen of 870. He then

succeeded to the imperial crown in 875.

Charles II (1630-1685)  English king (1660-1685), successor (after the English

Restoration) to his father, Charles I. His restoration in 1660 brought a period

of relative stability after the fall of the Protectorate. Following the English

Civil War, he invaded England but was defeated by Cromwell in 1651 and fled to

the Continent where he remained until his restoration. Though he favored

Catholicism and religious toleration, he was forced by public sentiment and

acts of the Cavalier Parliament to accept strict laws of uniformity. His reign

was marked by a gradual increase in the power of Parliament, the rise of

political parties, advances in colonization and trade, and the brilliant

restoration period of culture.

Charles II (1661-1700)  Last Spanish Hapsburg king (1665-1700). His reign was

marked by the continued decline in Spain's power, the War of Devotion, and the

War of the Grand Alliance. His choice of Philip of Anjou (Philip V) as

successor led to the War of Spanish Succession (1701-1714).

Charles III (Charles the Fat) (839-888)  Frankish emperor of the West (881-887)

and king of the East (882-887). He briefly reunited Charlemagne's empire (885

-887) but proved a weak ruler.

Charles III (Charles the Simple) (879-929)  French king (893-923). He ended

Norse raids by ceding territory to them (now part of Normandy), and added

Lorraine to the French kingdom in 911.

Charles III (1716-1788)  Spanish king (1759-1788). An "enlightened despot," he

instituted many beneficial administrative reforms. His reign was marked by

defeat in the Seven Years' War (1756-1763) and Spain's participation in the

American Revolution.

Charles IV (Charles the Fair) (1294-1328)  French king (1322-1328). The last of

the Capetian kings, won a part of Aquitaine from the English in 1327 who then

controlled the territory.

Charles IV (1316-1378)  German king (1346-1378). Elected Holy Roman emperor in

opposition to Louis IV in 1346, he succeeded him in 1347, but was not crowned

until 1355.

Charles IV (1748-1819)  Spanish king (1788-1808). A weak ruler, he relied on de

Godoy to run the government. His reign was marked by two invasions by the

French (1794-1807) and domination by Napoleon. He was forced to abdicate in

1808.

Charles V (Charles the Wise) (1337-1380)  French king from (1364-1380). As

regent for his father (1356-1360), he put down the Jacquerie revolt. As king,

he ruled France during its recovery from the early phase of the Hundred Years'

War (1337-1453). He consolidated the power of the monarchy, strengthened the

military, instituted reforms, and regained almost all the territories lost to

the English.

Charles V (1500-1558)  Spanish king (1516-1556), as Charles I, and Holy Roman

emperor (1519-1556), as Charles V. A Hapsburg, he was one of the most powerful

European kings, ruling over a vast inherited empire that included much of

Europe and all of Spain's New World possessions. Charles's reign was marked by

involvement in the Italian Wars (1494-1559) against France and by attempts to

stop Luther and the Protestant Reformation. Charles abdicated in 1556 in Spain

to his son Philip II and in the Holy Roman Empire to Ferdinand I.

Charles VI (Charles the Well-Beloved) (Charles the Mad) (1368-1422)  French

king (1380-1422). He suffered fits of insanity and could not rule by himself.

His reign was marked by war between the Armagnacs and Burgundians, the English

invasion of France in 1420, and the Treaty of Troyes in 1420.

Charles VI (1685-1740)  Austrian Holy Roman emperor (1711-1740), and last of

the direct Hapsburg line. A pretender to the Spanish throne, he precipitated

the War of Spanish Succession (1700-1714). His accession as emperor in 1711

soon ended this conflict, though he again warred against Spain as a member of

the Quadruple Alliance (1718-1720). In wars with the Ottoman Empire (1716-1718,

1736-1739), he won and then lost territory in Hungary and Serbia. He lost the

War of Polish Succession (1733-1735). His attempt to ensure succession of his

daughter Maria Theresa to Hapsburg domains (by the Pragmatic Sanction of 1713)

led to the War of Austrian Succession (1740-1748).

Charles VII (Charles the Well-Served) (1403-1461)  French king (1422-1461).

From the time of the Siege of Orleans in 1429 to the Battle of Castillon in

1453, he gradually forced the English out of France and thus finally ended the

Hundred Years' War (1337-1453). He also issued the Pragmatic Sanction in 1438.

Charles VII (Charles Albert) (1697-1745)  Holy Roman emperor (1742-1745). On

the death of Charles VI, he became embroiled in the War of Austrian Succession

(1740-1748) and died before peace was restored.

Charles VIII (1470-1498)  French king (1483-1498). He initiated the Italian

Wars (1494-1559) with an abortive invasion of Italy, in which he hoped to

conquer the kingdom of Naples.

Charles IX (1550-1574)  French king (1560-1574). The Wars of Religion began

during his reign. Under pressure from his mother, Catherine de Medici, he

ordered the massacre of St. Bartholomew's Day in 1572, in which thousands of

Huguenots were killed.

Charles X (1757-1836)  French king (1824-1830). He took part in the

counterrevolutionary Wars of the Vendee. As king he vainly tried to reestablish

the ancien regime. His last prime minister, de Polignac, provoked the July

Revolution of 1830.

Charles Martel (680?-741)  Frankish mayor of the palace who united all of the

Merovingian kingdoms under his rule. He halted the Muslim advance in Europe at

the famed battle of Tours in 732.

Chartists  British reform movement in the period 1838-1858, which took its name

from the People's Charter. The Chartists, regarded as radical agitators because

of their dangerous program, were comprised of workers and some members of the

middle-class who demanded six major reforms, universal suffrage, secret ballot,

equal voting districts, elimination of property qualifications for members of

Parliament, payment of members, and annual elections.

Chaucer, Geoffrey (1340-1400 A.D.)  Great medieval writer who is known for the

Canterbury Tales.

Chernenko, Konstanten Ustinovich (1911-1985)  Soviet leader who came to power

after the death of Yuri Andropov in 1984. He was considered the last of the

"old guard" Soviet rulers and, after his death, was followed by Mikhail

Gorbachev.

Chernobyl accident  Worst nuclear accident in history, it occurred about 60

miles from Kiev (Ukraine) in April 1986. Explosions at a nuclear power plant

released a huge cloud of radioactive dust and gas. An undetermined number of

people died and hundreds of thousands were exposed to varying degrees of

radiation as winds spread the dust over Ukraine and Belarus. Traces went as far

north as Scandinavia and as far west as France.

Chiang Kai-shek (1887-1975)  Chinese general and leader of the nationalists

(1928-1948). The chief aide of Sun Yat-Sen in the Revolution of 1911 he became

prominent in the Kuomintang party in 1923. After Sun Yat-Sen's death in 1925,

Chiang, as head of the military forces, rivaled for power with Wang Ghing-Wei,

a leftist who was the new chairman of the government. In March of 1926 Chiang

carried through a coup d'etat for leadership of the party. In the summer of

1926 the campaign against the warlords for the reunification of China under

Chiang's direction was begun. His quest for power turned out to be a three-way

struggle -- Chiang versus the Communists and Chiang versus the warlords. By the

end of 1928 Chiang had taken the role of leadership, Nanking was declared the

new capital of the new China, and most of China had been unified. Chiang

continued as the leader of China through World War II during which he fought

both the Japanese and the Chinese Communists. After the war, a civil war

erupted which saw the victory of the Communists forcing Chiang to flee to

Taiwan where he established the Nationalist government.

Ch'in dynasty (221-206 B.C.)  The Ch'in is famous for its contribution to

China's political unity. The ruler called himself Chin Shih (first) Huang

(emperor) Ti (deity of the Shang dynasty), and it was he who was solely

responsible for the determined effort to unify and establish a central

government over all China. He standardized weights, measures, and the writing

system and laid out a network of roads. It is from the word "Ch'in" that China

is named. The price paid for unification was heavy. No freedom of thought was

allowed, all books were burned except those on agriculture, medicine, and

divination, and those who disagreed with the state were killed either by being

buried alive or by forced labor on the Great Wall (completed in 204 B.C.).

Chinese civil war  War (1945-1949) that culminated a long struggle between

Kuomintang (nationalist) Chinese and the Communist Chinese for control of

China. The civil war is generally considered to have begun in 1945, soon after

the end of World War II. But Communist and Nationalist forces had been fighting

in China intermittently since 1927.

Chinese examination system  A system of civil service examinations long in use

in the Chinese Empire. Candidates were tested in their knowledge of the

Confucian classics. The system began around 124 B.C. under Han Emperor Wu Ti

(156-87 B.C.), and was expanded in the T'ang and Sung dynasties. The system

helped maintain the stability of China for over 2,000 years, and was not

abolished until 1905 amid a movement to modernize China.

Chinese Revolution of 1911  Uprising that succeeded in overthrowing the last

(Ch'ing, or Manchu) dynasty of Chinese emperors and establishing a Chinese

Republic.

Ch'ing dynasty (Manchu)  Last dynasty of China, that ruled from 1644-1912. The

dynasty was established by the Manchus, a people from Manchuria North of China,

under Emperor Ch'ien Lung (1736-1796). The Manchus invaded and conquered China,

but did not change its ways. China's imperial government remained essentially

the same, although the Manchus set up a dyarchy in which there was one Manchu

and one Chinese for every post. They attempted to maintain their dynastic

identity and not be absorbed as the Mongols had been by Chinese culture. They

forbade intermarriage between Manchu and Chinese, retained Manchuria, as an

exclusive preserve for themselves, limited the army to Manchurians, and

increased further the absolutism of the emperor. The Chien-Lung period (1736

-1795) was the height of Manchu power. China stood in marked contrast to Europe

at the time and was certainly its equal if not its superior. It was also a

period of great physical extension -- the Tarim Basin area, Manchuria Mongolia,

Tibet, all were under China's control, and even raids into Nepal were

conducted. The Ch'ing strongly opposed foreign trade but were forced in a

series of wars in the 19th century to open China and the European powers soon

carved China into spheres of influence. Efforts to reform and strengthen China

under the Manchus failed and they were overthrown by a rebellion in 1911.

Chivalry  Code of moral and ethical conduct that developed during feudal times

in Europe in the Middle Ages. Central to the code was the feudal knight, who

exhibited the ideal qualities of piety, loyalty to his feudal lord, courtesy

and courtly affection for ladies of the court, and valor on the field of

battle. Chivalry flourished in the 12th and 13th centuries, especially during

the Crusades. It declined as an ideal of conduct by the 15th century when

military campaigns were more openly waged for gain than for reasons of honor or

religious duty.

Chou dynasty (1125-255 B.C.)  This was the longest dynasty in China, and it

controlled the area from north of the Yellow River to south of the Yangtze

River. It was noted for its political organization, essentially feudalistic, in

which local lords and princes received land holdings in return for homage and

service to their overlord. In time the local rulers became virtually

independent, China experienced political chaos and decentralization resembling

European feudalism. By 720 B.C. the reign of the Chou was weak, and power was

distributed among principalities similar to feudal states. But there was more

uniformity of culture than there was in Europe. This was also the outstanding

creative period of Chinese thought, as it was in many areas of the world; it

corresponds in time with the height of Greek culture, the Hebrew prophets, and

the flowering of Buddhism in India.

Chou En-lai (1898-1976)  Chinese Communist leader, premier (1949-1976) and

foreign minister (1949-1976). A founder of the Chinese Communist party, he

served (1924-1927) with other Communists in the Kuomintang's nationalist

revolution. During the subsequent civil war between 1927 and 1949 in which the

Kuomintang turned against the Communists, he participated in the Long March. A

leading Communist official thereafter, he helped bring the Communists to power

in 1949. Later, as foreign minister, he headed delegations to the Geneva and

Bandung conferences. He is said to have exercised a moderating influence during

the Cultural Revolution and to have been responsible for the Sino-American

rapprochement in the 1970s.

Christianity  General term used to describe the religion that arose in

Palestine in the 1st century A.D. from the life and teachings of Jesus Christ

and that has spread to nearly every part of the world. Historically, it has

been the predominant religion in the West for many centuries and had an

enormous influence on the development of Western civilization, especially in

literature, art, architecture, and music. Christianity is based on the New

Testament, which records the acts and teachings of Jesus, and the Old Testament

is regarded as sacred and authoritative Scripture. Christian doctrine was

further refined by a series of "creeds" promulgated in the course of early

church history. Together these beliefs attempted to reflect Jesus Christ's own

revelations about God and the salvation of humankind. Apostles chosen by Jesus

constituted the early leadership of the church, or "assembly" of his followers.

The church perpetuated the teachings of Jesus, claimed the authority to

interpret them authentically, and administered the sacraments, believed to have

been established by Jesus for the spiritual benefit of the faithful. However,

disagreements among Christians about Jesus' teachings occurred as early as New

Testament times. Major doctrinal crises usually resulted in "little churches"

that split off from the main church and maintained "heresies," such as

arianism, monophysitism, nestorianism, donatism, and so on. These were

condemned by the main tradition, and most of the dissident Eastern and African

churches had split from the church by the end of the Council of Chalcedon in

451 A.D. Bitter disputes over such issues as Iconoclasm caused the final split

in 1054 between the Roman Catholic and eastern Orthodox churches. Some

centuries later, Christianity was again divided by the Protestant Reformation,

which followed Luther's rebellion in 1517 against the authority of the church.

Protestantism arose from this split and became, with the Roman Catholic church,

one of the three main branches of Christianity.

Churchill, Sir Winston Leonard Spencer (1874-1965)  British statesman, author,

and prime minister (1940-1945, 1951-1955). He is regarded as one of the

outstanding figures of the 20th century for his brilliant leadership of Britain

during World War II. A soldier and well-known journalist by the time he was

elected to Parliament in 1900, he was a Conservative party member throughout

most of his career. He served in a variety of government posts, including first

lord of the admiralty (1911-1915), colonial secretary (1921-1922), and

chancellor of the exchequer (1924-1929). Churchill recognized and spoke out

against the threat of Nazi Germany and was next appointed to the admiralty in

1939. He became prime minister in 1940 when Chamberlain's government was ousted

for its handling of the war with Germany. During the war years, he rallied the

British to the war effort, lobbied for help from the United States, and helped

write the famous Atlantic Charter of 1941. Churchill was out of power (1945

-1951), though he spoke vigorously against the menace of the U.S.S.R. (coining

the phrase "iron curtain"). Prime minister again in 1951, he retired in 1955

but continued as a member of Parliament until 1964.

Cicero (106-43 B.C.)  Roman orator, politician, and philosopher who gave his

name to the first great period of Latin literature. His Orations reveal the

cross-currents of Roman politics and are a useful source of material for

historians. See also Philosophy

Cistercians  Order of Roman Catholic monks founded in 1098 in France by Saint

Robert. An outgrowth of the Benedictine order, the Cistercians were reformers.

They rebelled against the laxity that had overtaken the Benedictine order by

returning to the strict, ascetic life of the first Benedictines. Saint Bernard

of Clairvaux influenced the development of the order, being largely responsible

for its rapid spread during the 12th century. By the 14th century, however, it

weakened and declined.

City-state (Greek polis)  A city and surrounding lands governed as an

autonomous state by its citizens. Though city-states appeared in other

civilizations, they were especially important in the history of ancient Greece.

Such city-states as Athens, Sparta, and Thebes came to dominate whole regions

of Greece.

Clairvaux, Saint Bernard of (1090-1153)  French cleric, and one of the most

prominent figures in the Roman Catholic church in his day. A Cistercian monk,

he founded the monastery at Clairvaux in 1115 and spent the rest of his life as

its abbot. He gained great influence in the church and advised popes and kings.

Claudius (10 B.C.-54 A.D.)  Roman emperor who as the nephew of Emperor Tiberius

was placed on the throne by soldiers after the murder of Emperor Caligula.

During his reign, the empire was consolidated and renewed. He added Britain to

the empire and is said to have been poisoned by his fourth wife, Agrippina.

Cleisthenes (ca. 510 B.C.)  An Athenian ruler and political reformer who made a

significant contribution to democracy by replacing family tribal political

divisions with 10 new electoral districts from each of which 50 members were

chosen by lot annually to constitute the Council of 500, or Boule, which

handled the long-range problems of foreign policy, finance, and war. A Board of

Strategoi, or Generals, was elected annually, one by each of the 10 tribes.

This system assured the political equality of all citizens.

Clemenceau, Georges (1841-1929)  French premier (1906-1909) who was important

in helping to win the Allied victory in World War I. He opposed President

Wilson at the Versailles Peace Conference after the war believing that the

treaty was too lenient toward Germany.

Clement V (1264-1314)  French archbishop whose election as pope was arranged by

the French king Philip IV. He established the papal residence at Avignon in

France beginning the so-called Babylonian Captivity. He was dominated by Philip

IV and did his bidding.

Clement VII (1478-1534)  A member of the Medici family, he was pope from 1523

-1534. He ignored the problems the Reformation posed for the church and

struggled with Henry VIII of England refusing to grant him a divorce from his

first wife Catherine of Aragon.

Cleopatra (69 B.C.)  Queen of Egypt who led a revolt against her younger

brother that was supported by Julius Caesar and won her the kingdom. After

Caesar's death she married Marc Antony and their forces threatened the Roman

Empire. Octavian who later became Augustus defeated their forces at Actium in

31 B.C., after which she and Antony committed suicide.

Clermont, council of  Church council held in 1095 at Clermont, France in which

Pope Urban II preached the First Crusade. The Byzantine Empire was at that time

being reduced by Muslim conquests and Emperor Alexis I requested aid from the

pope. At the council, Urban II urged French knights to take up the cause,

citing Muslim persecutions, the Muslim capture of the Holy Land, and the

possible material gain of such a venture.

Clive, Robert (1725-1774)  British soldier and statesman who was the military

leader of the East India Company in India. His victories against the French

opened India to the influence and later the control of Great Britain. He gained

control of Bengal where he served as governor and from this power base began to

extend British control over other parts of India including Behar, Orissa, and

Calcutta.

Clovis (466-511)  Frankish king and founder of the Merovingian dynasty he

conquered most of Gaul (France) and southwestern Germany. It was during his

reign (481-511 A.D.) that unification of the Frankish kingdom was achieved

partly through military and political skill but also because his conversion to

Christianity won him the support of the Roman Catholic church. Under succeeding

Carolingian kings, who followed the Merovingians, the kingdom was expanded into

an empire that by 800 A.D. included many former Roman territories.

Code of Hammurabi  A collection of 282 laws during the reign of Hammurabi, king

of Babylonia. The code controlled aspects of life in Babylon such as dealing

with agriculture, commerce, wages, hours, working conditions, property rights,

marriage, and so forth. The laws regarding justice involved "an eye for an eye"

concept of punishment.

Colbert, Jean Baptiste (1619-1683)  French financial minister under Louis XIV

and his chief adviser after 1661. He favored the policy of mercantilism,

protected industries with subsidies and tariffs, regulated prices, built a

modern road and canal network, developed the navy, and encouraged colonization.

Cold War  State of tension between two nations that does not involve actual

warfare. It came to be used to describe the tension that developed after World

War II between the world powers -- the United States and the former Soviet

Union. It led to the formation of opposing alliance systems. The Cold War ended

in 1989, as the U.S.S.R. lost control of Eastern Europe (See East European

Revolution) and the Communist party lost control of the former Soviet Union in

December 1991.

Columbus, Christopher (1451?-1506)  A Genovese who is famed as the discoverer

of America. His studies of geography led him to believe that the East could be

reached by sailing westward. Rebuffed by Genoa and Venice, he finally gained

royal support from the Spanish rulers in 1492 and sailed from Spain in three

ships, Santa Maria, Pinta, and Nina. He landed on San Salvador in 1492. His

reception in Spain was enthusiastic. On a second expedition in 1493 his

discoveries included Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands, and Jamaica. During a

third voyage in 1498, he discovered the mouth of the Orinoco in Venezuela. His

administration of a colony in Haiti resulted in his return to Spain in chains.

A fourth expedition in 1502 reached the coast of Honduras but was forced back

by hardships.

Comecon  Council for Mutual Economic Assistance, an organization established by

the Soviet Union in 1949 to improve trade between the U.S.S.R. and its European

satellite states.

Cominform  Communist Information Bureau established in 1947 to coordinate

Communist party activities throughout Europe. It was a Europe-wide espionage,

foreign policy, and economic coordination center until it was dissolved in

1956.

Comintern  The Communist International established by Lenin in 1919 to promote

revolutionary Marxism. Although its aim was world revolution it was the means

by which the U.S.S.R. maintained control over the international Communist

movement.

Commercial Revolution  Term used to refer to the changes in European economic

life in the period between 1500 and 1750. During the 16th and 17th centuries

European nations reaped the rewards of the age of exploration. Trading and

colonization increased, and capitalism expanded until it encompassed all

economic life. This period, which was little more than the extension of earlier

developments but on a vaster scale, is usually referred to as the Commercial

Revolution. Trade and commerce increased as new sources of raw materials and

new markets opened. The growth of capitalism, the accumulation of funds to

invest in large trading enterprises, brought a demand for money to keep up with

growing business. Gold and silver poured into Europe from the New World,

encouraged business and increased prices.

Committee of Public Safety  The revolutionary or emergency government of France

established by Robespierre after he suspended the Constitution during the

French Revolution. It was set up by the Jacobins who were radicals. Composed of

about 12 members, this group had almost unlimited powers.

Common law  Developed in England and unlike Roman law, it is a body of law that

is not codified, or explicitly written down. Decisions of royal justices were

collected in Year Books as the basis or precedents for future decisions on

similar issues, and thus became "common" to all parts of England, based not

upon statutes but upon custom.

Common Market: European Economic Community  See European Economic Community.

Communard  Term used to refer to members of the short-lived Paris commune

established in March of 1871. It was formed after an uprising by socialists and

radical republicans opposed to peace with Germany and the conservative new

Third Republic. In May government troops suppressed the commune killing 25,000

communards in the fighting.

Communism  Political philosophy based upon the principle of collective

ownership of both property and means of production. Communists view history

from the perspective of class struggle and seek to establish a classless

society, in its most ideal form a "dictatorship of the proletariat." The idea

of a communal society, a fundamental element of Communist thought, dates back

to the ancient Greeks and was advanced by Plato in his philosophical work The

Republic. Thomas More in his famous work Utopia (1516) promoted the idea of a

communal society. The Industrial Revolution and the severe economic hardships

suffered by workers gave rise to socialism in the late 18th and early 19th

century. Modern communism then emerged from the Socialist movement (See

Socialism), first as a radical wing of socialism and finally in the early 1900s

as a separate and distinct ideology of revolution and collective ownership.

Modern communism is based on the writings of Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels in

the Communist Manifesto. The fundamental rivalry between Communist and

capitalist societies has been a factor in world history since the creation of

the first Communist state in the U.S.S.R., in 1917. Communism collapsed as the

political ideology of most Eastern European nations (See Eastern European

Revolution) in 1989 and was abandoned even by the former Soviet Union in 1991.

Most party remnants became part of a regular multiparty system. The former

Soviet Union became known as the Commonwealth of Independent States in 1991.

Concert of Europe  Agreement that grew out of the Quadruple Alliance in which

Russia, Austria, Prussia, Great Britain, and France agreed to act together to

preserve peace in Europe and to maintain the territorial settlement of the

Congress of Vienna. It was a form of international government by concert, or

agreement, and crises were to be settled by conferences.

Concordat of Worms  Agreement concluded in 1122 between Henry V, emperor of the

Holy Roman Empire and the pope by which the problem of lay investiture was

resolved. The emperor agreed to permit the church to elect church officials and

to invest them with the spiritual church robes and emblems; the emperor must be

present at the ceremonies, and he had the right to give to the new church

officials their secular powers and fiefs, and to receive their homage as their

temporal overlord. This division of authority was clearly not the final answer

to the problem, which was not to be resolved so simply.

Confucianism  Chinese philosophy based on the teachings of Confucius (King Fu

-tzu 551-479 B.C.). The main purpose of Confucius' philosophy and teachings was

to bring social order into an era of political chaos and confusion and to

return to the days of the founders of the Chou dynasty. The code became the

most successful of all systems of conservatism, lasting 2,000 years as the

chief ideology of the world's largest country. Confucius believed that only

through harmonious relations among individuals could true harmony between

humans and nature be reached. His teaching is less a religion and more a code

of behavior or morals, based essentially upon the relationships of individuals.

Confucius did not formulate theories about the nature of the universe, the

after-life, or immortality. He was concerned with the codes of behavior by

which people could live together in peace. The universe was governed by laws

that regulated the stars and the seasons and thus maintained a balance. It was

the duty of individuals to act similarly, because order would prevail if all

people, rulers and ruled, respected the laws, set good examples for each other,

and tried to live together in harmony. Each person was to assume a specific

place in society, with specific duties and modes of conduct. This was

accomplished by a system of superiors and inferiors. The Five Relationships of

superiors over inferiors were prince over subject, father over son, husband

over wife, elder brother over younger brother, and friend over friend. The

classes in society were ordered on the Confucian idea of a hierarchy of worth:

first, scholars; second, farmers; third, artisans; fourth, merchants; fifth,

slaves. Confucianism placed great emphasis on an intellectual and landed elite,

and depreciated the value of anyone in commerce or manufacturing.

Congress of Berlin  Meeting of European powers called in 1878 to renegotiate

the Treaty of San Stefano and deal with British and Austro-Hungarian

dissatisfaction with terms forced on the Ottoman Empire by Russia after the

Russo-Turkish War (1877-1878). Headed by Otto von Bismarck, the meeting

resulted in the Treaty of Berlin which cost Russia much of what it had gained

in the earlier treaty. Austria-Hungary was to occupy Bosnia and Herzegovina;

Britain was to occupy Cyprus; and Montenegro, Serbia, and Romania were

recognized as independent. An autonomous Bulgaria (much smaller than that

sought by Russia) was created under Ottoman sovereignty. Russia gained control

over Ottoman territories in Asia and the Balkans.

Congress of Vienna  Meeting held in 1815 after the defeat of Napoleon redrew

the map of Europe and attempted to return Europe to the period before the

French Revolution by restoring conservative governments, establishing a balance

of power, and a concert of Europe. The leaders of the Congress were Prince

Metternich, chancellor of Austria, Lord Castlereagh, foreign secretary of Great

Britain, Czar Alexander I of Russia, King Frederick William III of Prussia, and

Talleyrand, the representative of the losing side, France. The doctrine of

legitimacy (or that monarchs who were legitimately entitled to their thrones be

restored) advanced by Talleyrand was followed. France was restricted to its

boundaries of 1792 and the Bourbons were restored in the person of Louis XVIII.

France was now accepted as a member in good standing of the European nations

but with barriers against possible future expansion: the kingdom of the

Netherlands (Belgium and Holland), the kingdom of Prussia in the Rhineland, the

kingdom of Sardinia in the South, and the North Italian States under the

jurisdiction of Austria. Austria was restored, with the exception of its former

possession of the Austrian Netherlands (Belgium), but was compensated with

several Italian states and duchies -- the Tyrol, the Illyrian provinces, Milan,

Parma, Modena, Tuscany. The Germanic states were reduced to a loose

confederation of 38 states under the presidency of Austria. Russia received

much of Poland as an integral part of its territory, so that Poland, which had

disappeared by 1795 under the successive seizures by Austria, Prussia, and

Russia, now reappeared, even if only as a province of Russia. Great Britain

retained the useful colonial outposts it had won during the war: Malta, Tobago

in the West Indies, Cape Colony in Africa, Honduras in Central America, and

Guiana in South America. As a further guarantee for future peace, the four

nations of Great Britain, Russia, Austria, and Prussia formed the Quadruple

Alliance, a political alliance designed to prevent another major war. In 1818

France was also admitted. On the surface, the peace of Europe was restored and

the map of Europe remained unchanged for 35 years, and no major war occurred.

But underneath this apparent calm the growing demand of the people of Europe

for their own national states and for liberal governments caused several

revolutions.

Congress party  See Indian National Congress.

Concentration camps  See Auschwitz.

Conservatism  Belief in preserving the stability of the existing order.

Conservatives oppose broad reforms (though not necessarily all reform) that may

cause upheavals of the social or political system and thus often oppose

liberalism. Conservatism of the 19th century, a reaction against the French

Revolution (1789-1799), was articulated in the works of Edmund Burke and

others. It was characterized by support for rule by the king and the propertied

class and opposed liberal republicanism of the rising bourgeoisie. In modern

times, conservatism has come to favor such things as freedom from the

regulation of business and opposes extension of the welfare state.

Conservative party  Major British political party formed in 1832, a coalition

of middle-class interests. Though it represents a conservative viewpoint, the

party has traditionally favored moderate social and political reforms. The

successor to the Tory party, it was formed after passage of the Reform Bill of

1832.

Constantine  Roman emperor who ruled the western half of the empire starting in

312 and became sole emperor of a united empire in 324 A.D. He named the capital

of the empire Byzantium, which was later renamed Constantinople, and issued the

Edict of Milan in 313 A.D., which granted toleration for Christians in the

empire.

Consulate  French government (1799-1804) established after the overthrow of the

Directory in the coup d'etat of 18 Brumaire. Under the Consulate, three consuls

-- one of whom was Napoleon -- ruled France, until Napoleon's assumption of the

title "emperor" in 1804.

Containment  Policy adopted by the United States in 1947 in response to Russian

expansionism in the period after World War II. The aim of this policy was to

confine, or contain, Communist influence to its existing territorial limits.

Continental system  Attempt by Napoleon Bonaparte to exclude British trade from

Europe between 1806 and 1813 in the hope of undermining British trade and its

economy and thereby weakening Britain. British naval superiority enabled it to

break the system and it eventually collapsed.

Copernicus, Nicolaus (1474-1543)  Polish astronomer, considered the founder of

modern astronomy. His Copernican theory of a heliocentric universe in which the

earth turns on its own axis and revolves around the sun met with opposition

because it contradicted the long-accepted Ptolemaic theory that the earth was

the center of the universe.

Cordeliers  Political club formed in 1790 during the French Revolution.

Officially known as the Society of the Friends of the Rights of Man and of the

Citizen, it was founded to denounce abuses of power. It soon became a

formidable political power under the leadership of Danton and others. The

Cordeliers were involved in the deposing of King Louis XVI, and later, under

the more radical influence of Hebert and Marat, brought down (1792 and 1793)

the moderate Girondists.

Coronado, Francisco Vasquez de (1510-1544)  Spanish explorer who sought to find

the fabled Seven Cities of Gold in America. His expedition opened up the

southwest.

Cortes, Hernando (1485-1547)  Spanish conquistador who with an expedition of

400 men between 1519 and 1521 defeated the Aztecs and brought Mexico into the

Spanish empire.

Council of Constance  Council of the Catholic church held between 1414 and 1418

to end the Great Schism that had produced three rival popes.

Counter-Reformation  Catholic response in the 1500s to the Protestant

Reformation. With much of northern Europe becoming Protestant, the Catholic

church set out to reform its own internal abuses and to wage an active fight on

behalf of its basic faith. The Catholics refer to this as the Catholic

Reformation; the Protestants call it the Counter-Reformation. From Spain came

the essential and necessary missionary spirit. Ignatius Loyola (1491-1556) a

soldier, became a militant crusader for the Catholic church and founded the

Society of Jesus, a new monastic order that participated actively in the world.

They were the active missionaries of the Counter-Reformation, prepared to

intrigue and to use force whenever necessary. The Holy Office, or Inquisition,

was the chief agent of the church for the repression of heresy. Holding secret

trials and turning condemned heretics over to the secular government to be

burned, it maintained a brutal reign of terror and successfully stamped out all

heresy in Italy and Spain. It had little success north of the Alps, and by the

end of the 16th century both it and the Counter-Reformation had spent their

force.

Coup d'etat  A sudden change of government, usually started by a group within

the existing government. Not a revolution, in which a great part of a nation

may be engaged. Examples: Suharto in Indonesia, restricting Sukarno's power;

the ousting of Nkrumah from Ghana.

Crassus, Marcus Licinius (d. 53 B.C.)  Roman who served as consul with Pompey

in 70 B.C. later he joined the First Triumvirate with Julius Caesar and Pompey.

He ruled the province of Syria for the empire and undertook a campaign against

the Carthians in which he was defeated at Carrbae in 53 B.C.

Crecy, battle of  At this site in 1346, Edward III of England defeated Philip

VI of France in an important battle of the Hundred Years' War. It was the first

time that English footsoldiers using longbows were employed in warfare and they

decimated the French knights on horseback.

Crimean War  In 1853 Nicholas I sent the Russian army to invade the Turkish

provinces of Moldavia and Wallachia. War between Russia and Turkey ensued, and

in 1854 France and Britain entered on Turkey's side. The Crimean War was

disastrous for all concerned, and incompetence, intrigue, lack of supplies, and

inferior equipment led to a Russian defeat. In 1856 Alexander II asked for

peace.

Cro-Magnon people  So named after the caves in France where their remains were

first discovered. They either replaced or dominated and absorbed the earlier

Neanderthal people. They were clearly of the Homo sapiens type, the first of

modern humans, the inventor of more tools, flintheaded weapons such as the

harpoon and spear, and probably the bow and arrow. Cro-Magnon people discovered

how to make fire and, in addition, showed considerable skill in portraying

animals on cave walls. They used bones, antlers, and ivory for specialized

tools, invented the use of the awl and thread, and apparently gave some

attention to burial ceremonies. They grew no food, domesticated no animals, and

lived as nomadic food gatherers.

Cromwell, Oliver (1599-1658)  Leader of the Puritans in Parliament who opposed

King Charles I and his supporters known as Royalists or Cavaliers. They wanted

the powers of the king to be curbed and their action led to civil war and

revolution in England. Cromwell organized his forces into an army that the

Cavaliers could not match and after two defeats in battle, Charles I

surrendered in 1646. Cromwell's army controlled Parliament, which became known

as the Rump Parliament. The Rump Parliament abolished both the monarchy and the

House of Lords, proclaimed England a Commonwealth, and appointed a special

court to try Charles I for treason. He was condemned and beheaded early in

1649. Cromwell took over the reins of power and became essentially a military

dictator. He was given the title of Lord Protector, which he held from 1653

until 1658. This period of the Commonwealth is often called the Protectorate

and there was almost as much friction between him and Parliament as there had

been between the Stuart kings and Parliament. The old resentment of central

power reappeared and Cromwell was forced to dissolve Parliament. He ruled alone

during most of the Commonwealth period. See English Civil War; Protectorate.

Cromwell, Richard (1626-1712)  Son of Oliver Cromwell, he succeeded him as Lord

Protector after his death in 1658. Unable to win the support of the army and

Parliament, the Commonwealth came to an end in 1660 when Parliament invited

Charles II, the son of Charles I, to rule.

Crusades  The military campaigns of feudal Christendom against the Islamic

peoples who held the Holy Land of Palestine between 1096 and 1254. With the

rise of Islam came the occupation of the Holy Land by the Arabs. Generally,

they did not interfere with pilgrimages to the Holy Land, but in the 11th

century the Seljuk Turks occupied Asia Minor and seriously threatened the

Byzantine Empire. Called upon by the Byzantine emperor to give assistance, Pope

Urban II in 1095 called for a holy crusade against the infidel, and in 1096 the

First Crusade of the total eight was launched. Religious enthusiasm, the

blessing of the church, opportunity for obtaining landed estates, and the

desire of the church to reduce local fighting between groups of barons, all

stimulated the crusading movement. The first expedition of enthusiastic but ill

-trained and poorly led people was a failure. But the official First Crusade in

1096 under trained leaders resulted in the capture of Jerusalem and Asia Minor,

and the establishment of the Christian kingdom of Jerusalem, a strip of land

roughly 500 miles long and 50 miles wide, from the borders of Egypt to the

Euphrates River. This kingdom of Jerusalem, which was divided into the kingdom

itself and three great fiefs called Antioch, Tripoli, and Edessa, lasted for

nearly 100 years. Two centuries of Crusades did not achieve the basic purpose

of retrieving the Holy Land from the infidels, although secondary influences

were significant. Spain finally drove the Muslims out of the peninsula, and

Christians in Eastern Europe were able to hold back subsequent attempted Muslim

invasions. The Crusades had many lasting effects on Europe, chief of which was

broadening people's outlook, as they came into contact with other lands and

other customs and also the weakening of feudalism. The Crusades also

accelerated trade and brought the Europeans into contact with the philosophy,

science, and culture of the Islamic world.

Cultural Revolution  Name given to the period between 1965 and 1968 when Mao

Tse-tung sought to reassert Maoist doctrine, renew the revolutionary spirit,

and purge China of "The Four Olds"-old thought, old culture, old customs, and

old habits. Led by the Red Guard, millions of young followers of Mao organized

in military-style units, the Cultural Revolution caused great upheaval and

chaos in China. Because of its severe disruption to the Chinese economy and

life it was halted in 1968.

Cuneiform  Wedge-shaped writing developed in the lower Tigris-Euphrates Valley

probably by the Sumerians. It was written with a stylus on a piece of clay that

was later baked to make a permanent record. It was used by the people of all

the Sumerian empires until the Persians conquered the region.

Curie, Pierre (1859-1906) and Curie, Marie Sklodowska (1867-1934)  French

scientists and codiscoverers of radium and polonium. After A. Becquerel

discovered radioactivity, Marie began her own investigations. She was joined by

Pierre in 1898, and in that year they jointly isolated radium and polonium.

With Becquerel they were awarded the 1903 Nobel Prize in Physics. Following

Pierre's death, Marie continued work on radium and received the 1911 Nobel

Prize in Chemistry.

Curzon, Lord (1859-1925)  British statesman who as governor-general of India

(1899-1905) put through many useful reforms. Establishing rural banks,

reorganizing agriculture, strictly enforcing measures against British soldiers

who abused Indians, and encouraging the study of Indian history were all to his

credit. However, his lack of understanding of Indian attitudes caused many of

his reforms to be resented. Later, he served as Britain's foreign secretary,

presiding at the Lausanne Conference (1922 and 1923) and paving the way for the

Dawes Plan.

Cyril (d. 869)  Greek Christian missionary from the Byzantine Empire who with

his brother Methodius, also a missionary, sought to convert the Slavs to

Christianity in the 800s. Since the Slavs had no written language, Cyril

created a modified Greek alphabet that became known as the Cyrillic alphabet.

Cyrus the Great (d. 529 B.C.)  Persian king (550-529 B.C.) who began the

Persian conquests in Mesopotamia, or the Middle East, and created the first

modern empire in history. He conquered the Medes, Lydians, and Chaldeans. This

empire extended from the Indus to the Mediterranean and from the Caucasus to

the Indian Ocean.

Da Gama, Vasco (1469-1524)  Portuguese navigator who made the first sea voyage

to India and returned home with a cargo of spices. His voyage made it possible

for Portugal to dominate the spice trade and break the Venetian monopoly of

trade with the East.

Da Vinci, Leonardo (1452-1519)  Italian painter, sculptor, architect, and

inventor who is considered the great example of Renaissance genius. See also

Art.

Daimyo  Title of the great feudal lords in Japan who owned vast estates. By the

16th century, they controlled most of Japan and although they owed allegiance

to emperor and shogun, the daimyo were virtually independent sovereigns in

their territories. They were brought under the power of the shogunate in 1603

and they were forced to turn their lands over to the emperor by the Meiji

government in 1869.

Daladier, Edouard (1884-1970)  French politician who served as premier three

times -- 1933, 1934, and 1938-1940. He signed the Munich Pact, which gave the

Sudetenland of Czechoslovakia to Nazi Germany.

Dalai Lama  Spiritual leader of the people of Tibet. Fled to exile in India in

1959 when Chinese Communists invaded and occupied Tibet. He won the 1990 Nobel

Prize for Peace.

Danelaw  In 9th-and 10th-century England, it meant the area in northeastern

England that the Vikings, called Danes by English, were forced to remain after

the Saxon armies, under the English king Alfred the Great, defeated them. It

was in this area that Danish law prevailed.

Dante Alighieri (1265-1321)  Italian poet whose work The Divine Comedy is

considered the highest literary expression of medieval thought. He broke with

tradition by writing in the vernacular Italian rather than in Latin and by

stressing happiness on earth.

Danton, Georges Jacques (1759-1794)  A leader of the French Revolution who

championed the extreme left in the National Assembly and played an important

role in overthrowing the monarchy in 1792. As head of the provisional

government and minister of justice he set up the Revolutionary Tribunal and

dominated the first Committee Of Public Safety in 1793. He came into conflict

with Robespierre the leader of the extremists, lost his influence, and in 1794

was arrested and sent to the guillotine.

Darius I (the Great) (549-486 B.C.)  Persian king (521-486 B.C.) A member of

the Achaemenid dynasty, he proved to be a great ruler. He extended the Persian

Empire into northern India and Europe, and in battle against the Scythians he

invaded Macedonia and Thrace in 515 B.C. He was, however, unsuccessful in his

efforts against the Greek city-states during the Persian Wars. Noted as a great

builder and administrator, he created an effective administrative organization

based on a system of satrapies.

Darius II (Darius Nothus) (d. 404 B.C.)  Persian king (423-404 B.C.) who spent

much time suppressing revolts, he formed an alliance with Sparta against Athens

in 412 B.C., and lost Egypt in 410 B.C.

Darius III (Condomannus, Darius) (d. 330 B.C.)  Last king of Persia's

Achaemenid dynasty (336-330 B.C.). He was defeated by Alexander the Great at

Granicus in 334, Issus in 333, and Gaugamela in 331.

Darwin, Charles (1809-1882)  British naturalist whose scientific investigations

led him to formulate the theory of evolution that he set forth in On The Origin

of Species. Darwin's theory concluded the following: humans were descended from

a lowly organism; evolution involves "natural selection," that is in the

struggle to survive in nature only the fittest survive; and this "fitness" will

be handed down to those capable of surviving. This theory of the survival of

the fittest was carried over by others into general human affairs and became

known as "Social Darwinism" or the Darwinian theory applied to society.

David (d. 973 B.C.)  Second king of Israel (1013-973 B.C.), one of the great

figures in the Old Testament. A heroic figure for both Christians and Jews,

David is the subject of such famous biblical narratives as the David and

Goliath story. Many of the psalms are also attributed to him. David succeeded

Saul as king of the Hebrews, after first serving and then warring against him.

As king, David forged the confederation of Hebrew tribes into a unified kingdom

and fixed his capital at Jerusalem.

Dawes Plan  Plan presented by American banker Charles G. Dawes to the Allied

Reparation Committee in April 1924 that provided for a reduction in German

reparations payments and stabilization of German finances. It enabled Germany

to meet the Versailles Treaty obligation between 1924 and 1929.

D-Day  Code name for the first day of Operation Overlord in World War II when

Allied forces landed on the French coast at Normandy on June 6, 1944 in the

largest seaborne invasion in history. Under the command of Dwight Eisenhower,

120,000 Allied assault-forces crossed the English Channel and landed on five

beaches on the coast of Normandy where they secured beachheads and began the

invasion of Nazi-occupied France.

Dead Sea Scrolls  Ancient scrolls (ca. 100 A.D.) discovered in 1947 in caves

near the northwestern shore of the Dead Sea. They have been a source of

controversy and are reputed to contain material about the beginnings of the

Christian religion.

Decembrist Revolt  Conspiracy of military officers in St. Petersburg who

attempted to overthrow the tsarist government in December 1825 and to establish

a more representative government. Nicholas I severely punished the plotters and

the revolt influenced his reign which proved to be especially repressive.

Declaration of the Rights of Man  French document drafted by Sieyes in 1789 and

instituted by the National Assembly that was a statement of democratic

principles and rights, containing the basic ideas of John Locke, Rousseau, and

many of the principles stated in the U.S. Declaration of Independence and Bill

of Rights. All officials were responsible to the people, who were to enjoy

proper legal trials, the rights of liberty and property, and participation in

lawmaking. It asserted the equality of all people, the sovereignty of the

people, and the inalienable rights of the individual to "liberty, peace, and

security."

de Gaulle, Charles (1890-1970)  French general and politician who, when France

fell to German invasion in June 1940, fled to England with other French

citizens and organized the Free French Movement. In London, de Gaulle

established the Free French National Committee to serve as a government-in

-exile with himself as head. In 1944, when Allied forces were approaching

Paris, de Gaulle led his troops into Paris as its liberator and as head of the

Free French, took over the government, named a cabinet, and governed by

executive decree. In 1946 de Gaulle, who disliked working with the three

political parties, resigned and retired to his country home. Between 1945 and

1948 French politics were extremely unstable, and the Communists were often the

largest single party. In May 1958, however, the French army leaders seized

power in Algeria and demanded the return of de Gaulle. In June de Gaulle took

over the government on his own conditions. In September a new constitution was

ratified that gave dominant power to the president, who would be elected for a

7-year term, could dissolve Parliament, and, in emergency, could assume the

powers of a dictator. The Fifth Republic was proclaimed. De Gaulle became the

national "arbiter" of France, guiding its course to unify the nation and bring

France to its natural destiny of "greatness" by a more independent foreign

policy and by developing its nuclear capacity. In 1965 the French people

elected de Gaulle to a second 7-year term as president. They were fearful that

without a strong leader France might again experience political chaos. In 1969

de Gaulle demanded a referendum to support his demand for a new constitution

that would reduce the power of the Senate. French voters rejected his proposal

and he immediately resigned and went into seclusion until his death in November

1970.

De Klerk, Fredrik Willem (b. 1936)  Leader of the Union of South Africa since

1989. He has worked with the blacks in South Africa to create a more democratic

government and has eliminated apartheid as a part of the reform process. See

Apartheid.

Delhi Sultanate  First Muslim empire in India that ruled between 1206 and 1526.

It was founded by Muhammed of Ghor, an Afghan general, who took Delhi in 1192

and whose Muslim armies conquered much of northern India. At his death, Aybeh,

or Qutb ud-Din, one of his generals set up a sultanate at Delhi. It was known

as the "slave dynasty" because he and some of his successors were former

military slaves and ruled until 1290. It was succeeded by the Khalji dynasty,

which ruled until 1320, brought almost the entire subcontinent under the Delhi

sultanate's sway, and steadily repulsed the Mongols. Revolts and a loss of

territory began in the Tughluq dynasty (1325-1398). With the capture of Delhi

by Tamerlane in 1398, the sultanate disintegrated. Only local rulers remained

until the establishment of the Mogul Empire in the 16th century.

Delian League  A confederation of Greek city-states formed in 477 B.C. as a

defensive measure against the possibility of future Persian attacks. Ships and

money were contributed by the member states. The League became the foundation

of the Athenian Empire, for in 454 B.C. the treasury was moved from Delos to

Athens. Athens used force to prevent secession from the League (in 482 B.C.

Lesbos attempted to revolt and as punishment its people were sold into

slavery), and spent the tribute on the beautification of the Athenian state.

Democracy  Form of government based on rule by the people, though that rule may

be exercised in various ways. The classic example of early democracy is that of

the ancient Greek city-state Athens. It was a direct democracy, in which all

citizens participated in government by their vote. That system worked because

the total number of citizens was small and a large part of the populace (slaves

and women) was denied citizenship. Athenian democracy, and the democratic

assemblies of the early Roman republic, represented short-lived experiments in

government by the people. Both gave way to imperial forms of government and it

was not until the 18th and 19th centuries that the democratic form of

government began to flourish. The gradual ascendancy of parliamentary

government in Britain, the American Revolution, and the French Revolution were

important in its implementation and rapid spread during the 18th-20th

centuries. Modern democracy is generally a representative democracy: government

is run by representatives of the people elected and fully accountable to them.

This form of government is often accompanied by a constitution that empowers

the government and enumerates the rights of the people (constitutional

democracy).

Demosthenes (384?-322 B.C.)  Athenian and the greatest Greek orator. A

professional speech writer, he turned to politics in 355 B.C. By his speeches

he warned the Athenians against King Philip of Macedon, who was becoming a

threat to their liberty. Later he struggled against the pro-Macedonian faction

in Athens.

Deng Xiaoping (Teng Hsiao-p'ing)  (b. 1902) Chinese Communist leader. As

general secretary of the Chinese Communist party (1956-1967) he worked closely

with Mao Tse-tung. Purged in 1967 during the Cultural Revolution, he was

rehabilitated and became first deputy prime minister in 1977. He used his

political acumen to name supporters to key posts and, as a result, was the

chief policymaker throughout the 1980s. He stepped down from all party

positions in 1987 but in 1993 still remains the most influential force in

China.

Descartes, Rene (1596-1650)  French philosopher, mathematician, and scientist

whose teachings are known as Cartesian. The developer of coordinate geometry,

he believed that nature could be reduced to a mathematical formula and advanced

"the principle of systematic doubt." See also Philosophy.

De Soto, Hernando (1500-1542)  Spanish explorer who led an expedition to

Florida, explored what is now the southern United States, and is believed to be

the first white man to cross the Mississippi River.

Detente  Diplomatic term that means the relaxation of tensions between

countries. The term is used for the improved relations between the United

States and the Soviet Union that began in 1969 and culminated in the SALT talks

and an agreement on arms reduction in 1973. The heyday of detente was from 1972

-1978. After that, the Soviet involvement in Afghanistan and the repression by

the Polish government threatened to revive the Cold War.

De Valera, Eamon (1882-1975)  Irish statesman who in the 1920s led the movement

to seek complete independence from Great Britain. He was the president of Sinn

Fein (1917-1926), founded the extreme republican group Fianna Fail in 1924,

served as prime minister (1937-1948, 1951-1954, 1957-1959) and as president

(1959-1973) of Ireland.

Dias, Bartholomeu (1450?-1500)  Portuguese navigator who was the first European

to round the Cape of Good Hope in 1486 thereby opening the sea route to India.

Diaz, Porfirio (1830-1915)  Mexican general who was a mestizo and in 1876

seized dictatorial power. For more than 30 years he ran Mexico on the theory

that the nation's salvation would be the capital and skills of foreign

investors. Diaz was dictator of Mexico (1877-1911). One percent of the

population owned 70 percent of the land; Catholicism was the state religion,

church and state worked hand in hand, the Indian had no rights and had been

forced into peonage, and foreign companies controlled most of the natural

resources of the country. In 1910, a revolution against Diaz broke out.

Diderot, Denis (1713-1784)  French philosopher and a leading figure of the

Enlightenment whose life work was editing the Encyclopedia, a 28-volume work

summarizing the views of the leaders of the Enlightenment and attempting to

encompass all human knowledge.

Diem, Ngo Dinh (1901-1963)  Leader in South Vietnam who declared himself the

first president of the Republic of Vietnam in 1954. He restored order to South

Vietnam but refused to hold elections and suppressed all opposition. His

repressive measures eventually led to a coup in 1963 in which Diem was

assassinated.

Dien Bien Phu  Final defeat of the French forces by the Vietminh under Ho Chi

Minh in 1954 which caused the French to withdraw from Vietnam.

Diocletian (284-305 A.D.)  Roman emperor who helped stabilize the empire over

the military anarchy of the 3rd century. Diocletian more than doubled the

number of provinces to 101, grouped these into 13 dioceses, or administrative

units, grouped into four Prefectures: Gaul and Britain; Italy, Spain, and

Africa; the Danubian provinces and the Balkans; and the eastern provinces. He

divided the empire into two halves with two co-emperors and two subordinate

assistant Caesars who would eventually succeed the Augustus or emperor.

Diocletian himself took over the eastern half of the Empire and assigned the

western half to Maximian. Upon Diocletian's retirement in 305 A.D., civil war

disrupted the empire until Constantine made himself ruler of the western empire

in 312 A.D.

Directory  Government of France between 1795 and 1799 following the fall of

Robespierre. Power was held by five directors assisted by a legislature made up

of a council of 500 and a council of 250 called the Council of Ancients. The

Directors were generally inefficient, guilty of corruption, and soon sank low

in the public esteem, while the army demonstrated its successes and even won

acclaim for its victories against France's enemies. The Directory was

overthrown and replaced by the Consulate of Three, of which Napoleon Bonaparte

was to become the leader.

Disraeli, Benjamin (1804-1881)  British statesman who as leader of the Tory or

Conservative party served as prime minister of England several times in the

1800s alternating with Gladstone, the leader of the Liberal party. His Reform

Bill of 1867 doubled the number of voters in England and his second ministry

saw an aggressive foreign policy that added foreign territories to the British

Empire. His policy of increased democracy and imperialism revitalized the

Conservative party. He was also famous as a novelist.

Divine right  Royalist doctrine asserting that a king's power came from God and

that the ruler was accountable only to God, not to the people. It reached its

height in Europe in the 17th century. It was largely ended by England's

Glorious Revolution and the French Revolution.

Dollfuss, Engelbert (1892-1934)  Austrian statesman who became chancellor in

1932 and declared a dictatorship along Italian Fascist lines in 1934. He was

assassinated by Austrian Nazis attempting a takeover.

Domesday Book  A comprehensive record of property in England compiled in 1086

ordered by William the Conqueror in order to maintain his authority, evaluate

his possessions, and ensure the collection of taxes due. Commissioners were

sent to each country to take a complete census, to establish the size and value

of all land holdings and everything they possessed, including the number of

mills, farm animals, and so on.

Dorians  A group of Greek invaders who swept down from the North and

overwhelmed Mycenae about 1100 B.C. occupying the Peloponnesus and Crete. The

Dorians were illiterate and their arrival initiated a period of confusion and

decline known as the Greek Dark Ages.

Draco (ca. 621 B.C.)  Chief archon of Athens in 621 B.C. he established a code

of law that was extremely severe (the death penalty was given for stealing a

cabbage). It was important, however, because it took punishment for a crime out

of private hands and placed it under the control of the state.

Drake, Sir Francis (1540?-1596)  English navigator and adventurer, regarded as

the greatest of Elizabethan seamen. From 1572, Drake undertook a number of

raiding missions against the Spanish colonies in the Americas, which made him

rich and famous. On one such expedition (1577-1580) he became the first

Englishman to circumnavigate the earth. In 1588 he served as vice-admiral

against the Spanish Armada.

Dravidians  Name of ancient people who inhabited the Indian subcontinent before

the coming of the Aryans. A short dark-skinned people, they lived in the first

Indus valley civilization that was centered in Harappa and Mohenjo-Daro. Today,

the Dravidians live primarily in southern India and speak the Dravidian

language.

Dreyfus affair  Controversy over the French army's refusal to recognize the

false conviction of Captain A. Dreyfus for treason. The affair dominated French

political life from Dreyfus' conviction in 1894 to his final exoneration in

1906. Dreyfus, an Alsatian of Jewish background, was convicted on the evidence

of a document that he supposedly wrote, offering military intelligence to the

German military attache. Later it was discovered that Major F. Esterhazy had

written the document. Esterhazy was acquitted by a court-martial in 1898,

prompting E. Zola, a supporter of Dreyfus, to publish his open letter J'Accuse,

accusing the judges of acquitting Esterhazy in order to protect the army. In

1898 it was learned that another document apparently incriminating Dreyfus was,

in fact, forged by Major Hubert Henry. Dreyfus was retired, but, incredibly,

was once again convicted. In order to settle the matter, President E. Loubet

pardoned Dreyfus in 1899 and in 1906 a court of appeals exonerated him. He was

reinstated in the army. The affair polarized French society for more than a

decade.

Druids  Ancient Celtic priests and teachers. Knowledge of them comes chiefly

from Roman writers, notably Julius Caesar.

Dual monarchy (Austro-Hungarian Monarchy)  System established in 1867 whereby

the Austrian Empire was divided into the Austrian and the Hungarian kingdoms.

The two states were united in the person of the Austro-Hungarian monarch who

ruled through ministries in Austria and Hungary. The ministers of war, foreign

affairs, and finance were combined. Because of this plan, Austrian Emperor

Francis Joseph was crowned king of Hungary on June 8, 1867.

Dubcek, Alexander (1921-1992)  Czechoslovakian political leader whose liberal

reforms led to the Soviet invasion of Czechoslovakia in 1968. In 1967 he became

the first secretary of the Communist party. His subsequent easing of

censorship, rehabilitation of political prisoners, and program of

democratization alarmed the Soviet Union, which with other Warsaw Pact

countries invaded Czechoslovakia. Dubcek was forced to make political

concessions to the Soviets and his reform program was gradually dismantled.

Duma  Russian legislative body that was created by Czar Nicholas II after the

1905 revolution. The Duma served as the lower house of the Russian legislature

until the revolution of 1917.

Dunkirk  Site of the heroic evacuation between May 19 and June 4, 1940 of some

340,000 British and French troops trapped by the advancing Germans early in

World War II. The two-pronged German invasion of Belgium encircled the British

and French divisions by May 20 and an attempted Allied breakout to the South

was defeated. With the Germans closing in and their only escape being to cross

the English Channel, the British organized (May 29) what became an armada of

transports and civilian craft, and every available boat was pressed into

service. The success of the evacuation was in large part due to the Royal Air

Force, which provided air cover for the evacuation.

Durer, Albrecht (1471-1528)  German artist. Considered one of the great artists

of the German Renaissance. He adapted styles of the Italian Renaissance

painters and was noted for his use of classical forms and for his technical

mastery. He was famed for his woodcuts and engravings as well.

Durham, John George Lampton, 1st earl of (1792-1840)  British statesman. As

governor-general of Canada in 1838, he assumed near-dictatorial powers in

dealing with French-Canadian resistance in Lower Canada. He was author of the

Report on the Affairs of British North America, which was called the Durham

Report and called for unification of Canada politically by granting what

amounted to virtual self-government and geographically by building roads and

canals.

Dutch East India Company  Dutch colonial trading company (1601-1798) that

advanced and protected Dutch commercial and colonial interests from the Cape of

Good Hope to the Strait of Magellan.

Duvalier, Francois (Papa Doc) (1907-1971)  Haitian dictator. Elected president

in 1957, he declared himself president for life in 1964, and suppressed all

opposition through terrorism.

Dyarchy (Diarchy)  Governmental system introduced by the British to India in

1919. It gave control of certain parts of the government to local officials

while keeping the major control in British hands. It sought to develop Indian

self-rule by stages.

East European Revolution  Series of events between 1989 and 1991 that brought

an end to the Communist governments in East European nations. It also refers to

the end of control of Eastern Europe by the Soviet Union during this period.

This led to the independence of Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia, Hungary, Poland, and

Romania, and resulted in a peaceful (velvet revolution) breakup of

Czechoslovakia into two entities: Czech Republic and Slovakia. The collapse of

the independent Communist government led to violence between ethnic and

religious groups in the former Yugoslavia, which was broken up into the

independent states of Slovenia, Croatia, and Serbia. The province of Bosnia and

Herzegovina exploded into an atrocity-filled civil war in 1992-93, including

charges of genocide (See Ethnic cleansing). For statistical information about

Eastern Europe, See World Geography.

Easter Rebellion  Revolt in Ireland in 1915 against British rule. Led by

Pearse, the rebellion broke and was suppressed only after bitter fighting in

the streets. The subsequent execution of Pearse and others helped bring down

the Asquith government and paved the way for creation of the Irish Free State.

Eastern Question  Broad term referring to the series of international conflicts

and crises in the 19th and 20th centuries brought on by the breakup of the

Ottoman Empire. Control of the Eastern European territories of the Ottoman

Empire was of key importance to various European powers, notably Russia, whose

interest in the region dated from the 1500s. In the 1800s, competing interests

and the growing instability of the region led to a series of shifting alliances

among European powers to take over or prevent the takeover of various parts of

the region. The crises were numerous and included the Russo-Turkish Wars, the

War of Greek Independence, the Crimean War, the Bosnian Rebellion, the Bosnian

Crisis, and the Balkan Wars. The Eastern Question ended with World War I and

the collapse of the Ottoman Empire.

Eden, Robert Anthony (1897-1977)  British statesman. He was prime minister

(1955-1957), but was forced to resign after he ordered military intervention in

the Suez Canal crisis in 1956.

Edgar (Eadgar) (943?-975)  King of the English (959-975), he supported reforms

of the English monasteries which brought about a return to strict observance of

the Benedictine rule. He was formally crowned king in 973, at Bath, in the

first coronation for a king of all England.

Edict of Emancipation  Edict issued in Russia on March 3, 1861 by Alexander II,

freeing the serfs.

Edict of Milan  Decree (313 A.D.) that granted religious toleration of

Christians within the Roman Empire. Issued by Constantine, emperor of the West,

and Licinius, emperor of the East, it established a lasting policy of

toleration within the empire.

Edict of Nantes  Declaration granting religious toleration in France in 1598.

King Henry IV attempted to restore peace between the Protestant Huguenots and

Catholics by granting Protestants greater freedom. By the edict, Huguenots were

allowed the same civil and social rights as Catholics, though they were not

allowed to hold religious services in Paris.

Edward I (1239-1307)  English king (1272-1307), who consolidated the power of

the crown at the expense of the barons and the clergy. He conquered and annexed

Wales in 1284. From 1290 until his death, he was involved in wars to control

Scotland. By various statutes, he limited the authority of church courts to

clerical matters, and, by the Statutes of Westminster he limited the power of

the feudal lords. He also convened the Model Parliament in 1295.

Edward II (1284-1327)  King of England (1307-1327), who succeeded his father,

Edward I. He was a weak ruler and his wife, Isabella, with de Mortimer, deposed

him.

Edward III (1312-1377)  English king (1327-1377), who succeeded his father,

Edward II. He seized the regency controlled by his mother and R. de Mortimer,

1st earl of March, and began the long series of wars with France known as the

Hundred Years' War (1337-1453). His reign saw the rising power of the Commons

in Parliament, the ravages of the Black Plague (1348 and 1349, 1362, 1369), and

the resultant labor shortages that helped end serfdom.

Edward IV (1442-1483)  King of England (l461-l470, 1471-1483), who led the

Yorkist party against the Lancastrians in the Wars of the Roses between 1455

and 1485 and, after being forced to flee England in 1470, returned to depose

Henry VI.

Edward V (1470-1483)  King of England in 1483 who was arrested and believed

murdered by his uncle, the duke of Gloucester. The duke thereupon succeeded him

as Richard III.

Edward VI (1537-1553)  English king (1547-1553) who succeeded his father, Henry

VIII as a young boy and therefore his regents, E. Seymour and John Dudley

(1532?-1588), duke of Northumbria, administered the kingdom. During Edward's

reign, Protestant reforms were introduced to the newly created Church of

England. Dudley arranged for Edward to name Lady Jane Grey to succeed him.

Edward VII (1841-1910)  English king (1901-1910), who succeeded his mother,

Queen Victoria. As king he promoted Anglo-French relations in 1904.

Edward VIII (1894-1972)  King of England (1936), who abdicated the throne when

objections within the government to his proposed marriage with the twice

-divorced Wallis Warfield Simpson threatened a constitutional crisis.

Thereafter known as the duke of Windsor.

Edward the Confessor (d. 1066)  King of England (1042-1066). On Edward's death,

Norman claims to the throne resulted in the Norman Conquest.

Egbert (d. 839)  King of Wessex (802-839). By his victory over the English

kingdom of Mercia, he ended Mercia's domination of Wessex and thus began the

rise of Wessex as the dominant power in England.

Egypt (Arab Republic of Egypt)  Country located in northeastern Africa.

Civilization developed in the fertile Nile valley in extremely ancient times

and had reached a high degree of organization by 3100 B.C. At that time a

unified kingdom was created by joining Lower Egypt (essentially, the region of

the Nile delta in the north) and Upper Egypt (region south of Cairo). Ancient

Egyptian civilization flourished for nearly two millennia thereafter (about

2700-1000 B.C.) before beginning the period of final decline. Egyptian history

up to Alexander's conquest in 332 B.C. in general divided into 30 dynasties.

Alexander the Great's conquest of Egypt marked the beginning of continuous

domination of foreign powers that lasted into the 20th century. During that

time the Egyptians absorbed first Hellenic Greek, then Roman, and finally

Muslim cultural influence from their rulers. Modern Egypt has played an

important role in Mideast affairs. Until the late 1970s it was the leading

center of Arab unity and of opposition to Israel. Then in 1978 and 1979 Egypt

became the first Arab nation to establish diplomatic relations and enter into

formal peace agreements with Israel.

Egyptian-Israeli Peace Treaty  Treaty signed in 1979 by Egyptian President

Sadat and Israeli Prime Minister Begin. The agreement formally ended the state

of war that had existed between the two countries for some 30 years and

established diplomatic relations.

Einhard (Eginhart) (770-840)  Frankish historian who was a favorite in the

court of Charlemagne and wrote the biography Life of Charlemagne.

Eleanor of Aquitaine (1122?-1204)  Queen consort of Louis VII of France (1137

-1152) and Henry II of England (1152-1189). For supporting her sons in a revolt

against Henry, she was imprisoned by him. She was adviser to her sons King

Richard I and King John of England.

Elizabeth (Petrovna, Elizabeth) (1709-1762)  Became empress of Russia (1741

-1762) by overthrowing young Ivan VI. Advised by her chancellor, Bestuzhev

-Ryumin, she rid Russia of German influence and opposed Prussia in the Seven

Years' War.

Elizabeth I (1533-1603)  English queen (1558-1603), whose reign saw a period of

increasing commercial activity, England's rise as a naval power, the beginnings

of English exploration and colonization in the New World, and a period of great

literary activity. The dominant aspect of her reign, however, was the

restoration of Protestantism and her struggle with Catholics at home and

abroad. She reestablished the Church of England and the subsequent Catholic

rebellions and plots against Elizabeth resulted in increasingly repressive

measures against them. Her anti-Catholic policies and encouragement of raids by

English privateers on Spanish shipping finally provoked Philip II of Spain to

mount an unsuccessful attempt to invade England and end Protestantism there.

See Armada, Spanish.

Elizabeth II (b. 1926)  Became British queen in 1952, successor to her father,

George VI. She entered the direct line of succession upon abdication of her

uncle, Edward VIII in 1936. Though her role is largely symbolic and ceremonial,

Elizabeth enjoys great popularity with her subjects.

Elizabethan Age  Period of English history spanning the reign of Elizabeth I

(1558-1603). England enjoyed many years of general peace and prosperity and

rose as a great naval power during this period, but it was most remarkable as a

golden age of English literature. Shakespeare, Spenser, and Marlowe all belong

to this time.

Emigres  French royalist sympathizers who fled France during the revolution.

Many joined Prince de Conde in setting up court at Koblenz, and most returned

on restoration of the monarchy in 1814.

Ems Dispatch  Telegram sent to Prussian chancellor Otto von Bismarck by King

Wilhelm I of Prussia on July 13, 1870. The French ambassador had sought

assurances from Wilhelm that no member of his family would seek the Spanish

throne. Wilhelm refused to give such an assurance and then telegraphed a report

of his conversation with the ambassador to Bismarck. Bismarck, who wanted a

test of strength with France, edited the telegram to make it appear that France

had been insulted and published it. Consequenlly, France declared war beginning

the Franco-Prussian War.

Enclosure movement  The fencing in, or enclosing of, common lands (lands

formerly used by all those in a village) into individual holdings. This

movement carried out by English landlords began in England in the 1500s and

continued into the 1700s. Its purpose was to combine scattered lands into large

landholdings that were efficient for large scale farming. However, it also

resulted in forcing small farmers to give up their livelihood and move to the

cities.

Encyclopedists (Encyclopedistes)  Name of a group of writers who produced the

Encyclopedie, a great French encyclopedia of science, arts, and trades, which

was important in advancing the ideas of the Enlightenment. The work was edited

by Alembert and Diderot.

Engels, Friedrich (1820-1895)  German socialist philosopher who, as a

collaborator with Marx, helped found modern communism. He collaborated with

Marx to write the Communist Manifesto.

English Civil War (Great Rebellion)  Armed conflict from 1642 and 1649 between

forces of the English Parliament and those of the monarchy, under Stuart king

Charles I. The war was caused by a series of political and religious problems.

The absolutism of King Charles (and of James I before him) brought an ongoing

struggle for power between the king and Parliament to a head. Attempts to

impose religious uniformity aroused Puritans and Independents against the

government as well. In general, the war pitted the Royalists, composed of the

aristocracy, the Anglicans, and the Catholics, against Parliamentarians,

including the gentry, merchants, and artisans. During the war Oliver Cromwell

emerged as the leading figure of the parliamentary army and the army became a

stronghold of Puritan settlement. Cromwell became leader of the government

under the Commonwealth and Protectorate created after the monarchy was

abolished. The monarchy was reestablished in 1660. See Cromwell, Oliver.

Enlightened despot  Monarch whose power, though absolute, was theoretically

based on the rule of reason. The doctrine of enlightened despotism arose during

the 18th-century Enlightenment.

Enlightenment (Age of Reason)  Intellectual movement of the 18th century

centered in France but extending throughout Europe and to America.

Characterized by a belief in rationalism, science, and natural laws, it

fostered new views that challenged accepted religious, political, and social

doctrines. The Enlightenment was in part an outgrowth of the 17th-century

advances in science and philosophy.

Entente Cordiale  The special understanding reached between Britain and France

in 1904. By the agreement, France was given a free hand in Morocco, while

British control of Egypt was recognized. Spheres of influence in Africa,

Thailand, and the Pacific were better defined. Russia joined the pact in 1907

making it the Triple Entente.

Enver Pasha (1881-1922)  Turkish general. A young Turk, he was a leader in the

1908 revolt to restore the liberal 1876 constitution. He became minister of

war, helped bring Turkey into World War I as a German ally, and, during the

war, became virtual ruler of Turkey. He fled Turkey after the war.

Epicureanism  Greek school of philosophy founded by Epicurus after 306 B.C. It

held that the chief aim of life was to experience pleasure and avoid pain.

Epicurus himself taught that such an end was to be achieved by prudence and

moderation, but this aspect of his teaching was not always observed by his

followers. See also Philosophy.

Erasmus (Desiderius) (1466?-1536)  Dutch theologian and one of the great

humanist scholars. He traveled widely throughout Europe and, through his

critical and satirical works, became a leading figure among the circle of

humanist thinkers. After refusing to join Luther's movement for radical

reforms, he opposed him openly. Among Erasmus' many important works are his

edition of the New Testament, The Praise of Folly, and Colloquies.

Eratosthenes (275-195 B.C.)  Greek scientist, astronomer, and poet who was the

first to measure the earth's circumference and tilt of its axis.

Eric the Red (ca. 10th century)  Norse explorer who after being exiled from

Iceland explored Greenland and founded the first colony there in 986.

Estates-General  French national assembly in which the chief estates -- clergy,

nobility, and commons -- were represented as separate bodies. Originating in

the king's council, or Curia Regis, the French States-General was first

summoned in 1302 by Philip IV. Its powers were never clearly defined and its

main function was to approve royal legislation. Though it acquired jurisdiction

over taxes, it was eclipsed by the growth of royal power. Thus, the Estates

-General was seldom convened after 1500 and did not meet at all from 1614-1789.

The States-General of 1789 was called by Louis XVI as a last resort to solve

the government's financial crisis. It first met on May 5, 1789, and it became

immediately evident that the third estate (commons) and the liberals among the

clergy and nobles intended to transform it from a consultative into a

legislative assembly. The third estate (with 50% of total delegates) rejected

the customary voting procedure (by estates) and insisted that balloting should

proceed by head. In June, the third estate forced the issue by openly defying

the king and declaring themselves the National Assembly. Louis XVI accepted the

accomplished fact.

Ethnic cleansing  The forcible removal of Bosnian Muslims by Serbians from

towns and villages in Bosnia and Herzegovina. This action has been condemned as

genocide by many nations, especially the United States and Great Britain. See

East European Revolution.

Etruscans  Ancient people who established a flourishing civilization in

northern Italy between the 8th and 4th centuries B.C. They are believed to have

emigrated to Italy from the Near East around the 12th century B.C. They

initiated trade with the Greeks, and their navy virtually dominated the

Mediterranean in the 7th and 6th centuries B.C. They ruled Rome, as the

legendary "Tarquin kings," but were expelled around 509 B.C., according to

tradition. The Romans defeated them decisively and began the gradual

subjugation of the Etruscan cities (completed by 282 B.C.). The Romans borrowed

freely from Etruscan civilization, and the Latin alphabet is derived from the

earlier Etruscan writing system.

Euclid (ca. 300 B.C.)  Greek mathematician famous for his Elements, a

collection of theorems and problems that formed the basis of geometry.

Euripides (480?-406 B.C.)  One of the three great tragic poets (with Sophocles

and Aeschylus) of ancient Greece. He is said to have written 92 plays of which

18, definitely attributed to him, survive. Among his extant works are Cyclops,

Orestes, and Electra.

European Economic Community (Common Market)  West European economic

association. It was formed in 1958 and its original members were Belgium,

France, Italy, Luxembourg, The Netherlands, and West Germany. Its goals were to

establish the economic union of member nations and eventually to bring about

political union. It has sought to eliminate internal tariffs, institute a

uniform external scale of tariffs, achieve free movement of labor and capital

from one nation to another, abolish obstructions to free competition, and

establish collective trade and transportation policies. In 1973, Great Britain,

Ireland, and Denmark joined the organization. The Maastricht Treaty, signed in

December 1991, is the latest attempt to make the idea of a United States of

Europe a reality. As of this writing, in 1993, the treaty has not been ratified

by all the member states.

Existentialism  Modern school of philosophy concerned with human beings'

relationship to the world around them. It teaches that the actual existence of

humanity holds the clue to the meaning of being. Existentialism stems from

Kierkegaard's revolt against the rationalism of Hegel.

Exodus  The escape in about the 13th century B.C. by the Jews from their

enslavement in Egypt. It is an event of great significance in biblical history

and is described in the second book (Exodus) of the Old Testament. The book

narrates the flight from Egypt under Moses' guidance and includes the crossing

of the Red Sea, the trek through the wilderness, and the giving of the Ten

Commandments on Mt. Sinai.

Fabian Society  English Socialist society, founded in 1883 by Frank Podmore and

Edward Pease to gradually advance the Socialist cause from within the existing

government framework. Fabians did not advocate revolutionary methods for

change. They helped organize a labor-oriented committee in 1900, which later

became the British Labour party.

Faisal (1906-1975)  Saudi Arabian king (1964-1975). A leading figure in the

Arab world, he led Saudi Arabia against Israel in the Arab-lsraeli War of 1967.

He was assassinated by his nephew.

Faisal I (Faysal I) (Feisal I)  King of Syria (1920) and Iraq (1921-1933). A

leader of the Arab nationalist movement, he was a key figure in the Arab revolt

against Ottoman rule during World War I. Crowned king of Syria in 1920, he was

deposed by the French in the same year but became king of Iraq with support of

the British.

Faisal II (Faysal II) ( Feisal II) (1935-1958)  Last king of Iraq (1939-1958),

who was killed during the revolution that ended the monarchy there.

Falange  Spanish political party that became the ruling party of Spain under

General Francisco Franco. Organized in 1933 by Jose Antonio Primo de Rivera, it

became the party of Spanish fascism. Falangists took part in the Spanish Civil

War (1936-1939), and, after 1937, the group was taken over by Franco. Franco

made it the official party under his dictatorship and it continued in power

until recent times.

Falkland Islands War  Brief war in 1982 between Argentina and Britain over

possession of the Falkland Islands. Following years of unsuccessful

negotiations with Britain for possession of the islands, the Argentines invaded

and took control. A British naval task force arrived and took several Argentine

strongholds on the islands. After surrounding the main Argentine contingent it

forced nearly 10,000 Argentine troops to surrender.

Fanfani, Amintore (b. 1908)  Italian statesman. A left-wing Christian Democrat,

he held numerous government positions and was a leading force in Italian

politics in the 1950s and 1960s.

Faraday, Michael (1791-1867)  English scientist, famous for his contributions

to the study of electricity and magnetism.

Far East  Term that generally refers to the eastern portion of the Asian

continent. It includes eastern Siberia, Mongolia, China, Korea, and Japan and

is sometimes also meant to include the countries of southeast Asia.

Farouk I (Faruk I) (1920-1965)  Egyptian king (1936-1952). His unpopular

policies and Egypt's defeat by Israel in 1948 led to his overthrow by Naguib

and Nasser.

Fascism  Political movement for totalitarian government that began in Italy in

1919 under the leadership of Mussolini. Fascism is sometimes used more

restrictively to refer to the Italian movement, the parallel German movement

being distinguished as National Socialism (Nazism). Fascism is characterized by

subservience of the individual to the state, extreme nationalism, elitism,

formation of the corporative state, militarism, and imperialism. Fascism in

Italy developed amid the post World War I chaos bred by labor unrest and

attempts at Communist and Socialist takeover. Mussolini's Fascist party, with

the backing of many conservative elements, took control of the Italian

government in 1922 after the famous March on Rome. The Fascist party remained

the ruling party of Italy until the end of World War II.

Fashoda Incident  Diplomatic crisis in 1898 between Britain and France over

claims to the Sudan. Defying British claims, the French sent a military

contingent from the Congo and occupied Fashoda (now Kodok). The British, under

Lord Kitchener, arrived two weeks later. The French government, fearing all-out

war, withdrew its forces a month and a half later, and subsequently dropped

claims to the region in 1899 in return for British concessions in the Sahara.

Fatima (606?-632)  Daughter of Muhammad and wife of Ali. An important figure in

Islamic religion, she is by tradition the forebear of the Fatimid dynasty.

Fatimid (Fatimite)  Muslim dynasty that ruled an empire in North Africa (909

-1711). The Fatimids claimed the Muslim caliphate as descendants of Muhammad's

daughter Fatima. The dynasty was founded by the Syrian Said ibn Husayn. He was

proclaimed the Mahdi following rebellions in northwestern Africa and Sicily in

909 and ruled there in opposition to the Abbasid caliphs. The Fatimids

subsequently reached their greatest power under el-Moizz (reigned 935-975) who

conquered Egypt, Palestine, and part of Syria, and built Cairo. The empire

began to disintegrate after his reign.

February Revolution  Revolution in France in 1848 that brought about the

abdication of King Louis Philippe and creation of the short-lived Second

Republic. The king's increasingly reactionary policies, opposition to his

unpopular minister Guizot, and widespead unemployment caused by a severe

economic slump resulted in the revolt. The provisional government was a

coalition of moderate Republicans, led by de Lamartine, and Socialist

Republicans, led by L. Blanc. It subsequently recognized "the right to work,"

created the national workshops to ease unemployment, and proclaimed universal

male suffrage. The workshops soon failed, however, and mass demonstrations by

Socialist Republicans aroused fears of a Communist takeover. Moderates were

thus victorious in elections for the new National Assembly, and, in the face of

new unrest, moved to dissolve the national workshops. This precipitated the

bloody uprising known as June Days. The assembly promulgated a new constitution

and Louis Napoleon (later Napoleon III) was elected president. Soon after

taking office, Napoleon seized power.

Fenian movement  Irish nationalist movement. A secret revolutionary group

organized in 1858 to achieve complete Irish independence from Britain, it

included groups in both Ireland and America. It actively harassed the British

in Britain, Ireland, and America in the 1860s and 1870s. It was eventually

replaced by the Sinn Fein movement.

Ferdinand I (Ferdinand the Great) (d. 1065)  Spanish king of Castile (1035

-1065) and Leon (1037-1065). He brought much of Spain under his control and

began the expulsion of the Moors.

Ferdinand I (1345-1383)  Portuguese king (1367-1383) who waged three successive

wars to gain the Castilian throne and each time suffered a humiliating defeat.

Ferdinand I (1503-1564)  Holy Roman emperor (1558-1564), who negotiated the

Peace of Augsburg in 1555.

Ferdinand II (1578-1637)  Holy Roman emperor (1619-1637), king of Bohemia and

Hungary. His reign was marked by the Thirty Years' War, in which he attempted

to put down a series of rebellions by Protestants which began just after his

succession to the Bohemian throne in 1618.

Ferdinand III (1199-1252)  King of Castile (1217-1252) and Leon (1230-1252) who

united Castile with Leon and recaptured most of Spain from the Moors.

Ferdinand III (1608-1657)  Holy Roman emperor (1637-1657). A series of defeats

at the hands of Protestants forced him to agree to the Peace of Westphalia in

1648, ending the Thirty Years' War.

Ferdinand V (Ferdinand the Catholic) (1452-1516)  Spanish king who through

marriage and conquest, pursued the unification of the Spanish kingdoms into

what is now modern Spain. He married Isabella I of Castile in 1469 and from

1474 they ruled Castile jointly. He conquered Granada from the Moors, began the

Italian Wars against France, conquered Naples in 1504, and annexed most of the

kingdom of Navarre in 1512. His reign saw the voyage of Columbus in 1492 and

the acquisition of rich possessions in the New World. With Isabella, he also

instituted the Inquisition and expelled the Jews in 1492 and the Moors in 1502.

Ferdinand VI (1784-1833)  Spanish king (March-May 1808, 1814-1833), who was

forced from the throne by Napoleon and imprisoned until 1814. Ferdinand resumed

control after Napoleon's ouster from Spain, but his rule was harsh and

repressive.

Fertile Crescent  Ancient Middle Eastern region stretching from the Nile to the

Euphrates in parts of modern Egypt, Israel, Lebanon, Syria, Jordan, and Iraq.

The site of some of the earliest settlements in human history. The region has

been conquered numerous times.

Feudalism  System based on the exchange of land and services that was prevalent

in medieval Europe between the 8th and 14th centuries. By this system, a feudal

lord granted lesser nobles (vassals) rights to lands (fiefs) within his domains

and guaranteed them protection from attack. In return, the vassals swore their

loyalty to the feudal lord and provided a specified number of warriors for his

army and agreed to provide certain services. Vassals, in turn, subdivided their

fiefs (subinfeudination), and thus became lords to vassals of progressively

smaller fiefs. At the bottom of this complex structure was the feudal manor,

which was formed by serfs and which by its agricultural output provided the

economic base for the feudal system. The feudal system is generally thought to

have arisen in Europe in the Frankish kingdom of Charlemagne between the 8th

and 9th centuries and was a response to the widespread disorder caused by the

invasions of the Germanic tribes, Muslims, and Vikings. From there, it was

spread by Frankish conquests to Spain, Italy, and Germany. It was transplanted

to England by the Normans under William the Conqueror. The rise of powerful

monarchs and the growth of a new middle class among other factors, helped bring

about a gradual decline of feudalism. By the 14th century it had largely

disappeared. Other cultures also experienced periods of feudalism, notably

Japan (10th-19th centuries).

Fief  In feudalism, land granted by a lord to a vassal in return for the

vassal's knightly service and allegiance. The fief was the cornerstone of

feudal society.

Fifth Republic  Name given the new government of France established with the

election in 1958 of Charles de Gaulle as president.

Five Dynasties  Chinese historical period between the end of the T'ang dynasty

in 907 and the beginning of the Sung dynasty in 960. Five successive short

-lived dynasties tried but failed to establish authority. Corruption and

anarchy reigned instead, and northern China also suffered famine and floods.

Five-year Plan  In the U.S.S.R., name given economic programs designed to

increase industrial and agricultural growth through establishment of quotas or

goals. The first plan was established in 1928 by Joseph Stalin. The plans did

not generally achieve the goals.

Flagellants  Christian sect originating in 13th-century Europe and practicing

self-punishment (whipping) as a means to avoid God's wrath.

Flanders  Historic country located along the North Sea coast and now divided

between Belgium and France. Flanders became the leading center of the cloth

industry in Europe in the 13th century and its major cities (Ghent, Ypres, and

Bruges) prospered as free communes in manufacturing and trade.

Industrialization and prosperity during the 13th and 14th centuries brought a

period of rebellion against French domination, alliance with England during the

Hundred Years' War, and conquest by the dukes of Burgundy. Flanders passed to

the Hapsburgs in 1477, came under control of the Spanish Hapsburg kings in

1506, and unsuccessfully rebelled against Spanish rule between 1576 and 1584.

After 1714, parts of Flanders passed to various powers until 1830, when the

final disposition between Belgium and France was completed.

Fleming, Sir Alexander (1881-1955)  Scottish bacteriologist who with Sir Howard

Florey discovered penicillin.

Florence  Historic city (pop. 457,000), located in central Italy. In the 14th

and 15th centuries, Florence was not only a great center of Renaissance art and

humanist studies but also a leading banking center and a birthplace of modern

capitalism. In ancient times Florence was first an Etruscan, then a Roman town,

and rose to importance in the 12th century. Fiorence was ruled by the famous

Medici family between 1434 and 1737. In 1737, the Hapsburg-Lorraine family

succeeded the Medici and ruled Florence until it was absorbed into the unified

kingdom of Italy (1860).

Foch, Ferdinand (1851-1929)  French general and in 1918, commander of Allied

armies in World War I who was largely responsible for the final defeat of the

Germans in 1918.

Forbidden City  Chinese fortress city located within the city of Peking, so

-called because most Chinese were forbidden to enter. It was the site (1421

-1911), of the emperors' palaces.

Forum  Roman meeting place. It was a large, centrally located open-air place in

which Roman citizens would gather for festivals, speeches, elections, or other

public events.

Fourier, Charles (1772-1837)  French social philosopher. He advocated the

organization of society based on the phalanx, a communal unit of 1,620 people.

His philosophy fostered numerous attempts at communal societies, including the

Brook Farm experiment in the United States.

Fourier, Jean Baptiste Joseph, Baron (1768-1830)  French mathematician and

physicist noted for his contributions in the field of mathematical physics.

Fourth Republic  Name given to the French government established in 1946 after

World War II.

Francis I (1494-1547)  French king (1515-1547). Much of his reign was spent in

conflict with Holy Roman Emperor Charles V. During his reign the French

Renaissance flowered and Cartier explored North America.

Francis I (1708-1765)  Holy Roman emperor (1745-1765). As duke of Lorraine

(1729-1737), he ceded his duchy to Poland to end the War of Polish Succession.

His marriage in 1736 to Maria Theresa, a stronger personality and Hapsburg

heiress, led to his accession as coregent of Austria and Holy Roman emperor

during the War of Austrian Succession.

Francis II (1544-1560)  French king (1559 and 1560). The Guise family

effectively ruled France during his short reign and used their power to

persecute the Huguenots (Protestants).

Francis II (Francis I of Austria) (1768-1835)  Last Holy Roman emperor (1792

-1806) and king of Bohemia and Hungary. He was also first emperor of Austria

(Francis I, 1804-1835). A determined opponent of the French Revolution and of

Napoleon, he was several times defeated by the French in battles between 1793

and 1806. In 1806 he was compelled to sign the Treaty of Pressburg, which

dissolved the Holy Roman Empire.

Franciscans  Originally a religious order founded in Italy in 1209 by Saint

Francis of Assisi. The order was founded on rules written by Saint Francis

stressing a life of poverty, religious devotion, and dedication to helping

others.

Francis Ferdinand (1863-1914)  Austrian archduke (1875-1914) who was the heir

to the Austrian throne and whose assassination at Sarajevo on June 28, 1914

touched off World War I.

Francis Joseph (1830-1916)  Emperor of Austria (1848-1916) and king of Hungary

(1867-1916). An absolutist, Francis was forced to yield to constitutional

reform in 1867 and creation of the Dual Monarchy after a series of military

reversals. He allied himself with the Central Powers in World War I.

Franco, Francisco (1892-1975)  Spanish general and dictator. He took part in

the military revolt in 1936 at the outset of the Spanish Civil War and later

that year became leader of the rebel government. With the aid of German and

Italian troops, he brought the Civil War to an end in 1939.

Franco-Prussian War  War (1870 and 1871) between France and Prussia (with

allied German states). The war brought about the unification of the German

states under Prussian domination and thus achieved the long-sought goal of

Prussian minister Otto von Bismarck. France suffered a humiliating defeat soon

after and the consequences of the war were far-reaching: France rebelled

against the monarchy and established the Third Republic in 1870, Germany was

unified in 1871, and French power over continental Europe ended.

Frankfurt, Treaty of  French-German treaty that ended the Franco-Prussian War

in 1871. France was forced to yield disputed territories in Alsace and

Lorraine, to pay a five-billion-franc indemnity, and to suffer German

occupation until these terms were met.

Franks  Germanic tribe that formed a powerful empire in Gaul after the fall of

the Roman Empire. By the 3rd century A.D. the Franks began a series of

invasions into Gaul. Clovis I united the several Frankish tribes (5th century

A.D.), adopted Christianity, and conquered much of Gaul from the Romans. He

established the Frankish Empire, which flourished under the Merovingian dynasty

and later the Carolingian. The Franks reached their height under the rule of

Charlemagne (in the 9th century) whose empire was divided and eventually became

France and Germany.

Frederick I (Frederick Barbarossa) (1123-1190)  Holy Roman emperor (1155-1190),

whose reign was marked by attempts to pacify warring German nobles and by

several unsuccessful attempts to gain control over Lombardy. He was killed

during the Third Crusade.

Frederick I (1657-1713)  First Prussian king (1701-1713). By promising Prussian

military aid in the oncoming War of the Spanish Succession, he won permission

from Leopold I to create the kingdom of Prussia in 1701.

Frederick II (1194-1250)  Holy Roman emperor (1220-1250) king of Germany (1212

-1220), Sicily (l197-1250), and Jerusalem (1229-1250). His attempts to unify

Italy and Germany, largely unsuccessful, were opposed vigorously by the Lombard

League. While conducting the Fifth Crusade, he crowned himself in 1229, king of

Jerusalem. Because of his unceasing struggles with the papacy, the German

nation was weakened.

Frederick II (Frederick the Great) (1712-1786)  Prussian king (1740-1786).

Under Frederick's leadership, Prussia evolved from a small Germanic state into

an international power. A brilliant military tactician, Frederick seized

portions of Silesia in the War of Austrian Succession. Almost defeated in the

Seven Years' War (1756-1763), Frederick emerged victorious when his admirer

Peter III assumed the Russian throne and took Russia out of the war. Frederick

promulgated civil, legal, and penal reforms and internal improvements such as

roads and canals. A patron of the arts, he enjoyed a long correspondence with

Voltaire. Frederick increased Prussian domains through the First Partition of

Poland in 1772 and engaged in the War of Bavarian Succession (1778 and 1779) to

prevent Prussia's rival, Austria, from gaining power within the Holy Roman

Empire.

Frederick William (Frederick the Great Elector) (1620-1688)  Elector of

Brandenburg (1640-1688). Frederick negotiated an armistice to the Thirty Years'

War and built a strong army in the interim, ensuring him fair treatment in the

Peace of Westphalia. He unified Prussia and secured its sovereignty through a

treaty in 1657 with Poland.

Frederick William I (1688-1740)  Prussian king (1713-1740), who was a strong

ruler. He instituted many reforms and built the Prussian army into a powerful

fighting force.

Frederick William II (1744-1797)  Prussian king (1786-1797). Though he was not

considered an exceptional leader during his reign, Prussia continued its

territorial expansion, notably at the expense of Poland through the

partitioning of it.

Frederick William III (1770-1840)  King of Prussia (1797-1840). A weak king, he

was dominated by Napoleon, but he allied himself with Russia and declared war

in 1813 on France. After the Congress of Vienna, he alienated his people by

joining the reactionary Holy Alliance.

Frederick William IV (1795-1861)  Prussian king (1840-1861). His reign was

marked by a brief rebellion in 1848 and by his involvement in unsuccessful

plans to unify Germany.

French East India Company  French colonial trading organization established in

1664 by Colbert to protect French trade interests. It was successful for a time

in India under J. Dupleix, less so in America, and was abolished in 1769.

French Revolution  The prolonged political and social struggle between 1789 and

1799 in France that involved the overthrow of the monarchy and establishment of

the First Republic. The revolution was caused by a number of factors, chief

among them resentment against the ancien regime, the old social order dominated

by the king and his nobles, and a prolonged crisis over government finances.

The ideas of the Enlightenment and the recent success of the American

Revolution also helped provide a climate for the revolution. The revolution

began as an attempt to create a constitutional monarchy and in this early phase

the moderates dominated the revolution. But by late 1792, the demands for long

-overdue reforms resulted in the proclamation of the republic. The republic was

consumed by the violence of the revolution. Attacks by other European nations

only multiplied effects of the bitter factional struggles, riots, and

counterrevolutionary uprisings. The chaos helped bring the extreme radicals to

power and touched off the bloody Reign of Terror. The French succeeded in

mustering powerful armies and were victorious against their foreign enemies.

However, several attempts to form a stable republican government failed and

ended in creation of the Consulate, a dictatorship led by the military leader,

Napoleon.

French Revolutionary Wars  Series of wars between 1792 and 1802 between France

and various European powers, notably Austria and Britain. (The wars against

France between 1803 and 1815 are called the Napoleonic Wars.) The French

Revolutionary Wars were sparked by the European monarchs' disapproval of the

new revolutionary government, by attempts to restore the monarchy in France,

and by the desire of some revolutionary factions to demonstrate the strength of

their new government. To defend France, the revolutionary government created

what became a powerful army and the wars quickly became a vehicle for the

expansion and aggrandizement of France. Britain, which became France's most

stubborn enemy, retained supremacy of the seas. The wars brought Napoleon to

power in France, gained France considerable territory and influence in Europe,

and brought on the final collapse of the Holy Roman Empire in 1806.

Freud, Sigmund (1856-1939)  Austrian neurologist and founder of psychoanalysis.

Freud pioneered the use of free association in the treatment of psychological

problems and explored the effect of childhood impressions and repressed

feelings on later behavior. His theories had a major influence on other

scientists working in the field, including Adler and Jung. Both Adler and Jung,

however, disagreed with Freud's emphasis on the importance of sexuality as a

motivating force in behavior, and they developed their own followings. See also

Psychology.

Frobisher, Sir Martin (1535?-1594)  English navigator who led three exploratory

voyages (1576, 1577, 1578) to Canada's northern coast in an unsuccessful

attempt to find a northwest passage.

Froissart, Jean (1333?-1400?)  French courtier and chronicler whose chronicles

of the 14th century provide a valuable and lively account of the times.

Fronde  Two major rebellions (1648-1653) by French nobles brought about for the

most part by their opposition to the growing power of the monarchy of Louis

XIV.

Frontenac, comte de Palluau et de (Louis de Buade) (1620-1698)  French governor

of New France (1672-1682, 1689-1698). He defeated the warring Iroquois

Confederacy in 1696, and during the war between England and France he

successfully defended the colony against British attack.

Fuad I (Ahmed Fuad Pasha) (1868-1936)  Egyptian king (1922-1936), the first to

reign after Egypt's independence from Britain. He was made sultan in 1917 and

became king when Egypt was declared nominally independent in 1922.

Fujiwara family  Family of Japanese nobles that virtually ruled Japan from the

9th-12th centuries. The Fujiwaras rose to power under Nakatomi (later Kamatari)

Fujiwara (d. 669), and gained dominance under Yoshifusa Fujiwara (804-872), but

were defeated by the Minamoto and Taira families in the 12th century.

Gagarin, Yuri Alekseyevich (1934-1968)  Soviet astronaut and national hero. The

first man to travel in space (April 12, 1961), he orbited for about one and one

half hours aboard his spacecraft, Vostok 1, and reached a maximum orbit of 188

miles above the earth.

Galen (Galenus, Claudius) (130-200 A.D.)  Greek physician. Sometimes considered

the founder of experimental physiology, he was regarded as the principal

medical authority well into medieval times.

Galerius (Gaius Galerius Valerius Maximianus) (d. 311 A.D.)  Roman emperor (305

-310 A.D.) of the Eastern Empire, successor with Constantius I (in the West) to

Diocletian.

Galileo (properly, Galileo Galilei) (1564-1642)  Italian mathematician,

physicist, and astronomer. One of the world's great scientists, he is regarded

as the founder of the experimental method, which is the cornerstone of modern

science. He discovered the law of pendulums as a student and first won notice

by his invention of the hydrostatic balance in 1586. He later experimented

(1589-1592) with falling bodies and disproved the Aristotelian theory that

objects of different weights fall at different speeds. His researches confirmed

his belief in the Copernican theory and he openly supported in 1613 this

heliocentric theory. It was condemned by the church in 1616 as dangerous and

Galileo was warned by church authorities against supporting it. He was

subsequently tried and sentenced to house arrest by the Inquisition. He

continued his scientific work, however.

Gallic Wars  Series of campaigns conducted by Julius Caesar between 58 and 51

B.C. leading to the Roman conquest of Gaul. The campaigns gave Caesar immense

power and prestige. As commander of a strong army he was able to contest

Pompey's authority as leader of Rome.

Gallipoli Campaign (Dardanelles Campaign)  Allied military operation in Turkey

during World War I. The Allies attempted to wrest control of the Dardanelles

from Turkey in order to better supply Russia. After an unsuccessful naval

attempt to force the straits, British and French troops landed on both sides of

the straits, notably on the Gallipoli peninsula. The operation became a

disaster in which 55,000 Allied troops were lost before the evacuation

(December 1915-January 1916).

Gambetta, Leon (1838-1882)  French political leader. After the fall of the

Second Empire in 1870, he organized a provisional government of national

defense, dramatically escaped from Paris in a balloon, and was virtual dictator

of France for five months (1870 and 1871). One of the founders of the Third

Republic and shapers of its constitution in 1875, he served briefly as premier

(1881 and 1882).

Gandhi, Indira (1917-1984)  Indian prime minister (1966-1977, 1980) and

daughter of Nehru. Facing a challenge to her 1972 election, she declared a

state of emergency in 1975 and suspended the 1976 election. She was unseated as

prime minister the following year (July 25, 1977) but after new elections she

was returned to power several years later (January 14, 1980). She was

assassinated in New Delhi (1984) by two of her own bodyguards. The assassins

belonged to the Sikh religious minority, which had been in violent

confrontation with the government.

Gandhi, Mohandas Karamchand (1869-1948)  Indian political leader and national

hero who became a symbol of nonviolent protest and of India's independence

movement. Educated in both India and Britain, he remained overseas until 1914.

His nonviolent campaigns of civil disobedience (called satyagraha) against

various laws soon propelled him to the leadership of the movement for Indian

home rule, as well as the Congress party. During the 1930s, the pattern of

Gandhi's mass nonviolent protests and subsequent arrests continued. But Gandhi

only gained prestige (he was called Mahatma, or "great soul") and he was able

to wrest major concessions from the British rulers of India. During the early

part of World War II, he began demanding India's complete independence from

Britain. This he tried to achieve by refusing Indian support for the British

war effort against the Japanese, a tactic that resulted in his internment until

1944. He vigorously supported Britain's postwar plans to grant India's

independence, though he was unsuccessful in opposing the partition of India and

creation of Pakistan in 1947. He was assassinated (January 30, 1948) by a Hindu

fanatic.

Gandhi, Rajiv (1944-1991)  Grandson of Nehru and son of Indira Gandhi. He

succeeded his mother after her assassination in 1984, becoming prime minister.

He resigned in 1989, and during the election campaign of 1991, he was

assassinated.

Gang of Four  Four leading figures of the Cultural Revolution in China (1966

-1969) who were put on trial (November 20, 1980) along with other radicals.

They were charged with a variety of abuses during the Cultural Revolution,

including the deaths of some 34,000 people. The leading figure among the four

was Chiang Ch'ing, Mao Tse-tung's wife; the trial marked her fall from power.

Garibaldi, Giuseppe (1807-1882)  Italian soldier and hero of the Risorgimento,

or unification of Italy. While in his twenties, he was involved in an

unsuccessful revolt in 1835 in Italy and fled to South America, where he became

famous as a leader of the rebel forces in Uruguay (1842-1846). Garibaldi

returned to Italy and joined his friend Mazzini in establishing a revolutionary

republic in Rome in 1849. Having given up his hopes for an Italian republic, he

was willing in 1860 to serve the interests of Victor Emmanuel II to further the

unification of Italy. That year he undertook his famous conquest of the Kingdom

of Two Sicilies with the Expedition of the Thousand.

Gaul  Ancient name for the area once inhabited by Celts, roughly comprising

modern France. Roman Gaul included also parts of northern Italy and flourished

as a center of Roman civilization until the collapse of the Western empire in

476 A.D. Thereafter, it came under control of the Franks.

Gaullists  French political term. Gaullists were the supporters of the

nationalistic policies of French General (later president) de Gaulle. The term

was employed to describe de Gaulle's followers during the period of his

leadership of the Free French and it was retained to describe the political

party organized after 1945 and dominant after the foundation of the Fifth

Republic.

General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT)  Created after World War II, GATT

attempts to develop worldwide trade policy and avoid economic conflict between

the nations of the world. See also U.S. History.

Genghis Khan (orig. name Temujin) (1167?-1227)  Mongol conqueror, who, as

leader of notoriously savage Mongol armies, created a vast Asian empire. He

succeeded in conquering other Mongol tribes and in organizing them in 1206 into

a confederacy. With his capital at Karakorum (in the modern Mongolian People's

Republic), he invaded (1213-1218) and conquered northern China. From 1218-1224

he extended his empire in the West, conquering parts of what are now northern

India, Iran, Iraq, and southern Russia. By the time of his death, the empire

extended from the Korean peninsula in the East to the Black Sea in the West.

The empire was subsequently divided among his sons.

Geoffrey of Monmouth (1100-1154)  English clergyman and writer. He was author

of Historia Regum Britanniae (1135), a fanciful account of British kings that

contained the first account of the legendary King Arthur and widely influenced

British literature.

George I (1660-1727)  German-born elector of Hanover and king of Great Britain

(1713-1727), the first of the Hanoverian kings and successor to Queen Anne. An

unpopular king, he succeeded under the 1701 Act of Settlement.

George II (1683-1760)  German-born elector of Hanover and king of Great Britain

(1727-1760), a member of the Hanover family, and successor to his father,

George I.

George III (1738-1820)  King of Great Britain (1760-1820), a member of the

Hanover family, and successor to his grandfather, George II. Under his reign

Britain enjoyed a period of economic prosperity and cultural activity. At the

same time the king's policies led to political instability at home and the

American Revolution abroad.

George IV (1762-1830)  King of Great Britain (1820-1830), a member of the

Hanover family, and successor to his father George III. His reign saw a marked

decline in the influence of the monarchy.

George V (1865-1936)  King of Great Britain (1910-1936), successor to his

father, Edward VII. He played a moderating role in the crises during his reign

and guided Britain through World War I.

George VI (1895-1952)  King of Great Britain (1936-1952), successor to his

brother Edward VIII. He is noted for his efforts to shore up British morale

during World War II. He was succeeded by his daughter Elizabeth II.

German Confederation  A loose confederation (1815-1866) of 35 independent

German kingdoms and four free cities formed largely for mutual defense. It was

dominated by Austria, and its history was marked by a growing rivalry between

Austria and Prussia. Following the destruction of the Holy Roman Empire by

Napoleon and the subsequent fall of his French-based empire, the German states

were left largely unprotected. The German Confederation was therefore created

at the Congress of Vienna in 1815 and a German diet under Austrian presidency

was formed. The diet, briefly supplanted between 1848 and 1850 by the Frankfurt

Parliament, survived until the Austro-Prussian War of 1866 and the formation of

the North German Confederation.

German East Africa  Name of a former German colony in East Africa. The region

was first explored by the Germans in 1884 and was declared a protectorate in

1885. In 1891 the German government took direct control of the colony, overcame

native rebellions and developed it. Following World War I, it was divided in

1919 between Britain and Belgium, becoming Tanganyika and Ruanda Urundi,

respectively.

German Unification  The rejoining of East and West Germany (separated after

World War II) in 1991, has created a new and very powerful economic and

political factor in European diplomatic and military affairs. This created a

nation of more than 80 million people with a per capita GNP of more than

$24,000, making this the most populaced, industralized state in Europe. See

also World Geography.

Germanic laws  German tribal laws. These were the unwritten, customary laws of

the Germanic peoples prior to their contact with Rome. They dealt predominantly

with family and property rights and codes of justice and punishment, and were

regarded as personal and tribal law, not territorial.

Gestapo  Notorious Nazi secret police organization officially responsible for

internal security within the Third Reich. Formed in 1933, the Gestapo had the

power to arrest enemies of the state without judicial review. The Gestapo

terrorized the German populace and became a primary element in Hitler's

persecution of the Jews, sending millions of them to concentration camps where

they were systematically murdered.

Ghazan, Mahmud (1271-1304)  Mongol ruler of Persia (1295-1304). Ghazan was the

first Mongol ruler to convert to Islam, which he made the state religion of

Persia. He extended his domains to include Syria.

Gharnavids  Turkish dynasty that ruled vast areas in modern Afghanistan, Iran,

and northern India (977-1186). Its most notable sultan was Mahmud who reigned

from 998-1030. Its first capital was Ghazni, Afghanistan, and then Lahore,

India. Conquests by the Seljuk Turks in 1040 brought on the decline of this

empire.

Gibraltar (Rock of Gibraltar)  One of the ancient Pillars of Hercules, it is a

British crown colony and strategic fortress at the western approach to the

Mediterranean. Taken by the Moors in 711, it was reconquered by the Spanish in

1462. The English captured it in 1704 during the War of Spanish Succession and

have held it ever since.

Gilbert, Sir Humphrey (1539?-1583)  English navigator and soldier. He reached

Newfoundland in 1583 on an exploratory voyage to North America and claimed it

for England.

Gilgamesh  Legendary king important in Babylonian mythology who, on the death

of his friend Enkidu, sought a plant that would make him immortal. The king's

exploits are recounted in the Epic of Gilgamesh. One version was unearthed from

the ruins of the library of Assyrian King Ashurbanipal, who ruled in the 7th

century B.C. This written version of the legend is thought to date from 2000

B.C., and has attracted special interest because of its account of a universal

flood that supposedly once engulfed humankind.

Girondists  French political group that played an important role in the early

stages of the French Revolution. Composed of well educated, moderate

republicans, the group dominated the Legislative Assembly between 1791 and

1792. The decline of the Girondists began with the overthrow of the

constitutional monarchy in 1792 and the formation of the revolutionary National

Convention. The Convention was dominated by radical Jacobins, called

Montagnards, who had the support of the working class. The Girondists' moderate

policies and open opposition to the Montagnards put them in disfavor with the

populace. Hostility toward Girondists culminated in the execution of many of

the party's leaders at the outset of the Reign of Terror.

Giscard d'Estaing, Valery (b. 1926)  French political leader. Giscard d'Estang

served as finance minister for C. de Gaulle and G. Pompidou before becoming

president in 1974. He was defeated in 1981 by Socialist F. Mitterand.

Giza, pyramids of  Egyptian pyramids. These three pyramids built about 2613

-2500 B.C., are located near the city of Giza on the western banks of the Nile.

They are included among the ancient Seven Wonders of the World. Khufu built the

oldest (and largest, over 480 feet high), Khafre the second (over 470 feet

high), and Menkaure the third (over 355 feet high).

Gladiators  Professional fighters of ancient Rome who were pitted against one

another or wild animals in armed combat, often to the death. Gladiators

provided a popular form of entertainment in the Roman world from about 264 B.C.

to about 405 A.D. and fights were performed in arenas before large crowds.

Gladstone, William Ewart (1809-1898)  One of the greatest British statesmen of

his century and prime minister (1868-1874, 1880-1885, 1886, 1892-1894). He

entered Parliament in 1833 as a Conservative and held a number of government

posts as a Conservative before changing his affiliation and becoming Liberal

party leader in 1867. His many accomplishments included civil service reform,

an end to paid military commissions, institution of the secret ballot, a system

of national public education, and Irish land reforms.

Glasnost  The policy of openness created by Mikhail Gorbachev in the late 1980s

in the U.S.S.R. Some attribute the end of communism in the U.S.S.R. in part to

the forces set in motion by the policy of glasnost.

Glorious Revolution (Bloodless Revolution)  In English history the period

between 1688 and 1689 that saw the overthrow of King James II, the crowning of

William of Orange and his wife Mary II, and the final recognition of

parliamentary supremacy. James II's Catholicism and the birth of his Catholic

son and heir, James Edward, aroused a united Whig and Tory opposition to his

rule. Parliament offered the English throne to the Dutch prince William and his

wife Mary, James II's Protestant daughter. William landed at Torbay in England

in 1688 with some 14,000 men and James fled to France after his armies deserted

him. The throne was offered to William and Mary under the conditions set forth

in the British Bill of Rights in 1689. These conditions, which assured

parliamentary supremacy, were accepted and the two were crowned as joint rulers

in 1689.

Gnosticism  Religious movement, important in the early history of Christianity,

which promised personal salvation through revelation of mystical knowledge.

Gnosticism fused elements of many religious, philosophical, and mythical

systems of the ancient world and, though the many gnostic sects varied widely

in their beliefs, they generally believed in a world-creator, religious

dualism, and Docetism. Gnosticism came to be regarded as a heresy by the

Christian church and by the 6th century most gnostic sects had disappeared.

Godwin (Godwine) (d. 1053)  English nobleman, earl of Wessex. He helped Edward

the Confessor gain the throne in 1042 but was later exiled by him in a dispute

in 1051. Godwin launched a successful invasion of England in 1052, forcing

Edward to restore his lands.

Goebbels, Joseph Paul (1897-1945)  German propaganda minister in Hitler's Third

Reich. A loyal ally to Hitler from 1926, Goebbels was instrumental in his rise

to power. As propaganda minister (1933-1945), he skillfully manipulated the

mass media to maintain Hitler's power and to forward the planned extermination

of millions of Jews.

Golden Horde  Mongol kingdom established by Batu, grandson of Genghis Khan, in

1256 and ruled by his descendants until 1502. Their empire consisted of most of

Russia.

Good Emperors, the  Name given to the Roman emperors who reigned during the

years 96-169 A.D. They were Nerva, Trajan, Hadrian, Antoninus Pius, Marcus

Aurelius, and Lucius Aurelius Verus.

Gorbachev, Mikhail Sergeyvich (b. 1931)  Communist party leader who became

president of the Soviet Union in 1985. His policies of Glasnost and Perestroika

and other factors, such as agricultural failure, industrial stagnation, and

rising nationalism, helped cause the breakup of the U.S.S.R. and the fall from

power of the Communist party in 1991. Following a failed coup by former

Communist officials in August 1991, Gorbachev could not stop the breakup of the

former Soviet Union. In December 1991, his office ceased to exist and he

resigned.

Gordon, Charles George (1833-1885)  British soldier and colonial administrator.

He became famous as a military commander in China during the Taiping Rebellion

(1860-1865) and gained further honors in pacifying the Sudan (1873-1880). In

1874 he was sent back to the Sudan and was killed in the Battle of Khartoum.

Goring, Hermann Wilhelm (Goering) (1893-1946)  German military and political

leader, one of Hitler's chief lieutenants. When Hitler came to power in 1933 he

was made prime minister and air minister. He set up the Gestapo and

concentration camps, and in the late 1930s mobilized Germany for war.

Gothic  Medieval artistic and architectural style in Europe from the 12th-15th

centuries. Originating in France, it supplanted the Romanesque style. Gothic

art was flowing, mystical, individualistic, and tended toward the naturalistic.

Gothic architecture was characterized by height, high vaulted ceilings, tracery

between large (often stained glass) windows, and flying buttresses. There was

increasing emphasis on decorative detail toward the end of the movement. The

most famous example of Gothic architecture is the Cathedral of Notre-Dame in

France. The Gothic styles gave way to the Renaissance forms.

Goths  Germanic tribes. An ancient Teutonic people, they included the

Ostrogoths and the Visigoths. The Ostrogoths established an empire in the

region of the Ukraine. After the fall of their empire, in 370 A.D. to the Huns,

they joined the Huns in conquest. After the Huns were forced back, the

Ostrogoths, when they traveled westward, invaded Italy and overthrew Odoacer in

493. The Visigoths moved into the Roman Empire in the 4th century A.D., sacked

Rome in 410, then turned westward to Gaul and Spain. In Gaul they were defeated

by Frankish King Clovis in 507 and were defeated in Spain in 711 by Muslim

invaders from North Africa.

Government of India Acts  British laws passed by Parliament (1773-1935) to

govern India. The first act (1773-1830), also known as the East India Company

Acts, regulated the British East India Company. Later acts transferred in 1858

power to the crown, and finally paved the way for Indian self-government.

Gracchus, Caius Sempronius (d. 121 B.C.)  Roman tribune (123 and 122 B.C.).

Elected tribune on the death of his brother, Tiberius Gracchus, he continued

his brother's agrarian reforms. The reforms aroused opposition among the

aristocrats and he was killed following the defeat for a third term as tribune.

Gracchus, Tiberius Sempronius (d. 133 B.C.)  Roman tribune in 133 B.C. As

tribune he formulated the Sempronian Law, designed to eliminate the widespread

poverty of Romans by redistributing public lands to them. Subsequent opposition

to his plan in the Senate resulted in a riot in which he was killed.

Great Colombia (Gran Colombia)  Former South American republic. Established in

1822 by Bolivar, it consisted of parts of modern Colombia, Panama, Venezuela,

and Ecuador. It lasted until 1830, when Venezuela and Ecuador established their

independence.

Great Fear  Name given to panics in July and August of 1789 among the rural

peasants in France during the early phase of the French Revolution. Peasants,

who had stopped paying taxes to local land aristocrats, were overcome by

unfounded rumors that the aristocrats had hired brigands to attack them. This

prompted a series of peasant revolts that brought an end to the taxes.

Great Leap Forward  Chinese Communist campaign (1958 and 1959) to increase

agricultural and industrial output by reorganizing the populace into communes.

The government hoped to take advantage of China's great manpower reserves by

this new system. The program ended in failure in 1960.

Great Trek  Emigration between 1835 and 1840, by 14,000 Afrikaners (Boers) from

Cape Colony into the African interior. Opposed to British policies, especially

those favoring natives, the Afrikaners moved northward, battled with native

peoples, and finally established the Afrikaner republic of Natal in 1839.

Great Wall of China  Celebrated defensive wall built (214-204 B.C.) by Ch'in

dynasty Emperor Shih Hwang-ti and added to by succeeding rulers. The 1,500-mile

-long, 25-foot-high wall failed to prevent invasions from the North.

Greek Civil War  Civil war between Communist and rightist factions in Greece

between 1944 and 1949. Following the withdrawal of Nazi occupation forces,

Communist guerrillas attacked both rightist guerrilla forces and the British

occupation army. By the Varkizoi Agreement (January 14, 1945), a short-lived

government was established. Government instability and widespread unrest,

however, led to new fighting (May 1946). The Communist faction was finally

defeated, with American and British aid, by October 1949.

Greek fire  Flammable substance used by the Byzantines in warfare from the 7th

century. This secret mixture ignited on contact with water and was used

effectively against Arab fleets in naval battles.

Greek Independence, War of  The Greek revolt between 1821 and 1832 against the

Ottoman Empire. After centuries of Turkish domination, Greeks in the

Peloponnesus rebelled in 1821 and proclaimed Greek independence in 1822. The

revolt attracted popular support in Europe and the Turks were forced to seek

aid from Egypt in 1824. The Egyptians and Turks soon occupied much of the

southern Peloponnesus, but their advance was slowed by the intervention of the

European powers. The London Conference of 1830 and 1831 of European powers set

the final terms of Greek independence. The Ottoman Turks recognized the

independent kingdom of Greece by the Treaty of Constantinople in 1832.

Gregorian Calendar  Reformed calendar, instituted by Pope Gregory XIII in 1582.

A reformation of the Julian calendar, it established the 365-day year with a

leap year of 366.

Gregory I, Saint (Gregory the Great) (540-604)  Italian-born pope (590-604). A

doctor of the church, he was a celebrated church administrator, noted for his

reforms in both church organization and liturgy. He promoted spiritual

supremacy of the pope, established the authority of the pope in temporal

matters, began the Christianization of Britain in 596, and encouraged the

spread of monasticism.

Gregory VII, Saint (orig. Hildebrand) (1020-1085)  Italian-born pope (1073

-1085). One of the great church reformers in the face of powerful opposition,

Gregory undertook reforms to end widespread church corruption. In 1073 he

called reform synods, condemned clerical marriage and simony, and appointed

legates to oversee enforcement of church laws. His battle for reform focused on

lay investiture, which he banned in 1075 and which set German Emperor Henry IV

against him. He twice excommunicated Henry.

Gregory IX (Segni, Ugolino di) (1147?-1241)  Italian-born pope (1227-1241). A

pope of forceful disposition, he twice excommunicated Holy Roman Emperor

Frederick II (1227 and 1239) and organized the office of the Inquisition in

1233.

Gregory of Tours, Saint (538?-593)  French historian and bishop. He wrote the

History of the Franks, still regarded as an important historical resource.

Grenville, George (1712-1770)  British statesman. As chief minister (1763-1765)

under King George III, he put through the Revenue Act of 1764 and the Stamp Act

of 1766, both of which served to stir up sentiment for rebellion in the

American colonies.

Grey, Lady Jane (1537-1554)  English queen for nine days in 1553, successor to

Edward VI. Soon after being crowned, she acceded to Mary I's claim to the

throne and was later sentenced for treason.

Gromyko, Andrei Andreyevich (1909-1989)  Became Soviet foreign minister in 1957

and a member of the Soviet Central Committee in 1956. He was appointed U.S.

ambassador (1943-1946), he became deputy foreign minister in 1946, and delegate

to the United Nations in 1946. As foreign minister, he pursued Cold War

policies against Western powers. During the 1970s he played an important part

in the Nixon-Brezhnev summit talks.

Guayaquil Conference  Strategy meeting in July of 1822 between leaders of the

South American independence movement. Bolivar and San Martin met at this

Ecuadorian coastal city to discuss joining forces against Spain. They failed to

reach an agreement and Bolivar continued to fight alone.

Guelphs and Ghibellines  Two opposing political factions prominent during the

struggle for control of northern and central Italy between the 13th and 15th

centuries. The Guelphs supported the pope and the Ghibellines the German Holy

Roman emperors. The rivalry led to numerous local wars during this period and

in Florence a long civil war that ended in 1266 with the expulsion of the

Ghibellines. By the 14th century after the power of Holy Roman emperors

declined in Italy and the papacy was removed to France, the rivalry was

important only in local political struggles.

Guerrero, Vicente (1783?-1831)  Mexican revolutionary and president (1829).

From 1810 he led revolutionary forces and became a celebrated guerrilla

fighter. After 1822, he joined forces with Santa Anna in toppling Iturbide and

became vice president under Guadalupe Victoria. Guerrero was overthrown in 1829

by his vice president, Anastasio Bustamente.

Guevara, Che (Guevara de la Serna, Ernesto) (1928-1967)  Argentinian-born

Communist revolutionary leader. An important figure in Castro's Cuban

revolution in 1959, he became a renowned leader of revolutionary movements in

Latin America.

Guilds (gilds)  Medieval European merchant and craft associations. Guilds

originated in Europe in the 11th century as merchants' associations, formed to

protect traveling merchants from bandits. Merchants' guilds became powerful,

both economically and politically in the 12th and 13th centuries. They were

completely displaced, however, by the rise of the craft guilds and disappeared

by the 14th century. The craft guilds, composed of workers in a particular

craft, declined in the 15th century as a result of internal disputes and other

problems.

Gupta dynasty  Dynasty of rulers of India (320-550 A.D.). Guptas ruled over an

empire that at one time included northern and parts of central India. The

dynasty was founded by Chandragupta I and the empire was greatly expanded by

Samudragupta. Chandragupta II was the greatest of all Gupta rulers. Indian art

and commerce flourished under the Guptas until the empire was overrun by the

Huns in the 5th century.

Gutenberg, Johann (1400-1468?)  German generally regarded as the inventor (in

the West) of the method of printing with movable type. It is believed that

Chinese and Korean printing techniques, invented earlier and similar to

Gutenberg's, were unknown to Europeans.

Habeas corpus  Writ issued by a court to one who has imprisoned another,

calling for the person detained to be produced before the court for a specific

purpose. It is used largely to prevent false imprisonment.

Hadrian (76-138 A.D.)  Roman emperor (117-138 A.D.). An energetic ruler,

Hadrian fortified the empire's boundaries and built Hadrian's Wall, a defensive

stone wall to protect the northern border of Roman territories in Britain

against invading tribes.

Hagia Sophia (Santa Sophia)  Former cathedral at Constantinople, considered a

masterpiece of Byzantine art and one of the world's most magnificent buildings.

Built as a Christian church by Byzantine emperor Justinian I, it became a

mosque in 453 after the Turks conquered Constantinople and now is a museum.

Hague, the  Capital of the Netherlands. Originally a town that grew up around a

palace built by Count William of Holland in 1250, it became one of the

important diplomatic centers of Europe by the 17th century. Since the first

Hague Conference in 1899, the city has been associated with advancement of

international justice. The International Court of Justice is located here.

Haile Selassie (Tafari Makonnen) (Ras Tafari) (1891-1975)  Emperor of Ethiopia

(1930-1974) who worked to modernize his country and bring it into the world

political arena. He led the unsuccessful defense against the invading Italian

army in 1935 and with British help regained his throne in 1941. He was deposed

in 1974 in a military coup.

Hakluyt, Richard (1552?-1616)  English geographer. His many books on voyages of

discovery helped promote exploration and colonization of North America by the

English.

Halifax, Edward Frederick Lindley Wood, 1st earl of (1881-1959)  English

statesman. He was viceroy of India (1926-1931), foreign secretary (1938-1940),

and ambassador to the United States (1941-1946). As foreign secretary he was a

staunch supporter of Chamberlain's appeasement policy toward the Nazis.

Halley, Edmund (1656-1742)  English astronomer and mathematician. Though noted

for a variety of discoveries relating to heavenly bodies, he is known best for

calculating accurately the return in 1758 of the comet now named after him.

Hammarskjald, Dag (1905-1961)  Swedish statesman and secretary general of the

United Nations (1953-1961). Noted as an able and active peacemaker, he played

an important role in easing the Suez Crisis in 1956 and in maintaining Mideast

stability during the crisis in Lebanon in 1958. He was killed in an airplane

crash while attempting to mediate an end to the civil war that broke out in the

Congo in 1960.

Hammurabi (1792-1750 B.C.)  Babylonian credited with bringing Mesopotamia under

one rule, he is known best for his comprehensive legal code covering economic,

familial, criminal, and civil codes of conduct.

Han dynasty  Chinese dynasty. Founded by Liu pang (later known as Han Kao Tsu),

it succeeded the Ch'in dynasty and ruled China (202? B.C.-220 A.D.). Many

characteristic features of Chinese culture were established in this period. The

Han unified China, repealed many harsh laws, promoted education and culture,

and spread Confucianism. A paid bureaucracy and the Chinese Examination System

were instituted during this period, and a distinctive artistic style also

emerged. Wu Ti was one of the most notable rulers. Wang Mang briefly

interrupted the reign of the Han (9-23 A.D.) by his revolt.

Han-fei-tzu (d. 233 B.C.)  Chinese philosopher. His advocacy of

authoritarianism and complete obedience to the emperor gained great influence

in the Ch'in dynasty. He is credited with the philosophy known as legalism.

Hannibal (247-182? B.C.)  Carthaginian general during the Second Punic War (218

-201 B.C.). His attack on a city allied to Rome, precipitated in 218 B.C. the

Second Punic War. In one of history's most celebrated military maneuvers, he

led an army of 40,000 soldiers with a supply train of elephants out of Spain

and across the Alps to invade Rome itself. He gained major victories over the

Romans at Lake Trasimeno in 217 and Cannae in 216 but was unable to take the

city. Recalled in 203 to defend Carthage from Roman attack, he was defeated at

Zama in 202. He later joined Syrian King Antiochus in wars against Rome, but

was defeated in 182.

Hanno (5th century B.C.)  Carthaginian navigator who led a fleet of ships along

the West coast of Africa for the purpose of establishing new colonies. He

eventually founded 7 colonies and may have reached Sierra Leone.

Hanover, House of  German ruling family of Hanover. Descended from the Guelphs,

the line acceded to the British throne, through the Act of Settlement in 1701,

through George I. Succeeding Hanoverian rulers of England were George II,

George III, George IV, and William IV. Upon the accession of Queen Victoria in

1837 the two kingdoms were separated, Victoria being unable by Hanoverian law

to accede to the throne of Hanover.

Hanseatic League  Once powerful federation of cities between the 13th and 17th

centuries, mainly located in what is now northern Germany. It sought to

establish trade monopolies and protect its concerns against piracy, robbery,

and intervention by foreign governments. The cities of Lubeck and Hamburg

founded the league in 1241. It eventually included over 100 other cities and

virtually controlled trade in the Baltic and North Sea regions. The league

established great trading depots, including the Steelyard in London, Bruges,

Bergen, and Novgorod. The league reached the zenith of its power with conquest

of the Danes and the Treaty of Stralsund in 1370. The league gradually declined

thereafter because it was unable to resist the Dutch in the Baltic region, the

growing power of other European kingdoms, internal struggles among member

cities, and the change in trading patterns brought about by the discovery of

the New World.

Han Yu (han Wen-kung) (768-824)  Chinese official, essayist, and poet. A

Confucian, he was an outspoken critic of Taoism and Buddhism, and was once

exiled from the emperor's court for his views.

Hapsburg (Habsburg)  One of the major dynasties of European rulers (13th-20th

centuries). Members of the Hapsburg House became rulers of Austria, the Holy

Roman Empire, and Spain. The line can be traced to the 11th-century counts of

Hapsburg, and in 1273 Rudolf I founded the imperial line. Elected king of the

Germans in 1273, he acquired Austria in 1278 and made it a hereditary

possession in 1282. The Hapsburgs ruled as kings of the Germans (rulers not

crowned as "emperor" by the pope) with interruptions until 1452, when Frederick

III was crowned Holy Roman emperor. Thereafter the title remained in the family

until the empire fell to Napoleon in 1806. By advantageous marriages and

inheritances of family domains, Hapsburg rulers vastly increased their holdings

and reached the height of their power in the 16th century under Emperor Charles

V, who was also Spanish King Charles I. The Hapsburg line was divided on his

death into Spanish (rulers 1504-1700) and Austrian lines. The Austrian line

(known as Hapsburg-Lorraine after 1740) ruled the Holy Roman Empire to 1806 and

Austria, Hungary, and Bohemia until 1918.

Hara, Kei (Hara, Takashi) (1856-1921)  Japanese statesman and prime minister

(1918-1921). He built his Seiyukai party into a Western-style political machine

and became the first Japanese prime minister to form a cabinet according to

parliamentary principles.

Harappa  Early civilization that existed in India between 2500 and 1500 B.C.

This civilization, believed to be that of the Dravidians, reached a high level

of development and was overcome by the Ayans who invaded India in 1500 B.C. Two

of its cities, Mohenjo-Daro and Harappa, have been discovered.

Hardenberg, Prince Karl August von (1750-1822)  Prussian statesman. As

chancellor from 1810, he guided Prussia through the turbulent years of the

Napoleonic Wars and was responsible for many political and social reforms.

Hargreaves, James (d. 1778)  English inventor who devised the spinning jenny in

1764.

Harmhab (Horemheb)  Egyptian pharaoh (1350-1315 B.C.) and founder of the 19th

dynasty. He restored worship of the traditional god Amon and brought about a

return of prosperity.

Harold II (1022?-1066)  Last Saxon king of England in 1066. Chosen heir by

Edward the Confessor, Harold ruled less than a year before his defeat by

William, duke of Normandy, at the Battle of Hastings, in which he was killed.

Harsha (590?-647?)  Indian ruler (606-647). An able commander, he united all of

northern India into an empire that lasted throughout his reign.

Harun-al-Rashid (Harun ar-Rashid) (764-809)  Fifth Abbasid caliph (786-809) and

most famous of the dynasty. He reigned during the height of the Islamic Empire,

which then included southwestern Asia and northern Africa. His exploits and the

splendor of his court at Baghdad are celebrated in The Thousand and One Nights.

Harvey, William (1578-1657)  English physician who was the first to identify

correctly the function of the heart and blood circulation. He published his

findings in 1628.

Hasan (Hassan) (624-669)  Islamic ruler, the 5th caliph in 661, and a grandson

of Muhammad. He was proclaimed caliph on the death of his father Ali but soon

relinquished the title to Muawiyah, who challenged his succession.

Hassan II (b. 1929)  Became Moroccan king in 1961. Hassan suspended Morocco's

constitution in 1965, but continued unrest forced him to yield to reforms in

1971 and a larger role for Parliament.

Hastings, battle of  English-Norman battle in October of 1066 in which English

King Harold II was defeated and killed by the invading forces of William (the

Conqueror), duke of Normandy. William moved on to London, where he was crowned

king in December. This battle is widely regarded by historians as the most

important event in British history, marking the start of Norman influence in

England.

Hatshepsut (d. 1481 B.C.)  Egyptian queen, wife of Thutmose II. A woman of

unusually great power, she ruled Egypt during the reign of her husband, and

also as regent for Thutmose III. She brought a period of peace to Egypt.

Hausa States (Haussa States)  Group of former African states located in what is

now northern Nigeria. Conquered many times during their history, they were

taken over in the early 1900s by the British and incorporated into the

protectorate of Nigeria.

Havel, Vaclav (b. 1936)  Czechoslovak literary figure whose popularity brought

him into political prominence. With the collapse of Communism and the East

European Revolution, he became the negotiator for dissidents. At the formation

of the new non-Communist Republic of Czechoslovakia in 1989, he became its

first president. He resigned the presidency when the country divided into two

independent states in 1992. In 1993, he was elected Czech president.

Hawkins, Sir John (Hawkyns, Sir John) (1532-1595)  English seaman and admiral.

The first Englishman to engage in the slave trade in 1562, he directed

reconstruction of the English fleet and took part in the battle against the

Spanish Armada.

Heath, Edward Richard George (b. 1916)  British politician. A conservative,

Heath entered Parliament in 1950 and held a variety of posts in the governments

of Eden, Macmillan, and Douglas-Home. As prime minister between 1970 and 1974,

he succeeded in gaining British entry into the Common Market in 1972. However,

increasing economic troubles and conflict in northern Ireland led to his

defeat.

Hebert, Jacques Rene (1755-1794)  French journalist and revolutionary. A

Jacobin and a leader of the Sans-culottes, he was involved in the storming of

Tuileries Palace in 1792 and the overthrow of the monarchy. Soon after he

became a member of the Commune of Paris, he was arrested in May 1793 for aiding

the radical movement to oust the (moderate) Girondists from the National

Convention. His sans-culotte supporters won his release soon after, however,

and in June 1793 Hebert was involved in the riot by working-class radicals that

forced the expulsion of Girondists from the National Convention. With the

Jacobins now in power, Hebert attempted to force the revolution into ever more

extreme measures through his control of the sans-culottes, who had forced in

September 1793 institution of the Reign of Terror. He was opposed from mid-1793

by Danton and Robespierre, and in 1794 Hebert was arrested and guillotined.

Hector  Trojan hero. The son of Priam, he slew the Greek Patroclus in the

Trojan War, and was, in turn, slain by Achilles.

Hedonism  Philosophical doctrine, derived in part from the Greek Cyrenaics,

that holds that human pleasure is the highest good.

Hegel, Georg Wilhelm Friedrich (1770-1831)  German idealistic philosopher, one

of the most influential 19th-century thinkers. Hegel held ultimate reality to

be absolute spirit or mind, and hence held that "whatever is rational is real

and whatever is real is rational." All things tend to the complete and perfect

design of the mind by a logical process which Hegel called the "dialectic." In

this process an original tendency, or "thesis," gives rise to its opposite

tendency, an "antithesis." Both are then resolved into a higher unity, a

"synthesis." Hegel analyzed all reality in terms of this dialectic, and it

became a favorite tool of subsequent philosophers.

Hegira (hejira)  Name for Muhammad's flight in 622 from Mecca and journey to

Medina, a pivotal event in the history of Islam. Under a system developed by

Omar, 2nd caliph, all events of the Muslim era are dated from the beginning of

the lunar year (July 16, 622) in which the hegira occurred. Muhammad was driven

from Mecca for opposing the local polytheistic religion and, once in Medina,

established himself in that city.

Heian period  Period of Japanese history between 794 and 1185 marked by the

rise of Buddhism, development of the manorial system, and control of the

imperial court by the Fujiwara clan.

Helen (Helen of Troy)  Celebrated beauty in Greek mythology who was the cause

of the Trojan War. The wife of Spartan King Menelaus she was taken by Paris (or

fled with him) to Troy. Troy was besieged by an army of Greeks and, after its

fall, Helen was reconciled with her husband.

Hellenic League  League of Greek city-states except for Sparta formed in 338

B.C. by Philip of Macedonia. After Philip's death in 336, several of these

cities rebelled, only to be suppressed by Alexander the Great in 335. After

Alexander's death in 323, Athens led in creating a new league, which was

destroyed in 322 by the Macedonians under Antipater. Later Hellenic Leagues

were revived in 303 by Demetrius I and by Antigonus III in 224.

Hellenism  Name applied to the culture of the ancient Greeks, especially that

of Athens at its height in 5th century B.C. It is also applied to the works of

those who later adopted Hellenic values and principles. The Hellenistic Age, a

time when Greek culture spread throughout the eastern Mediterranean, is

generally dated from the death of Alexander the Great to the rise of Augustus

in Rome (323-330 B.C.).

Helots  Spartan slaves. Considered state property, they were assigned to both

agricultural and military tasks. Because of their huge numbers, Helot revolts

were greatly feared by the Spartans.

Henry I (Henry the Fowler) (876?-936)  German king (919-936), and founder of

the Saxon line. He added Lotharingia (Lorraine) to the German kingdom in 925,

put an end to Magyar raids, and reasserted the authority of the monarchy.

Henry I (1008-1060)  Capetian king of France (1031-1060). He put down various

rebellions and later warred unsuccessfully against William, duke of Normandy.

Henry I (Henry Beauclerc) (1068-1135)  King of England (1100-1135). Henry

obtained the crown while his older brother, Robert, duke of Normandy, was away

on crusade. Henry subsequently defended the crown against an invasion in 1101

of England by Robert and later took Normandy from Robert in 1106. Henry's

efforts to arrange the succession of his daughter, Matilda, resulted in a civil

war during the reign of his successor, Stephen.

Henry II (973-1024)  Holy Roman emperor (1014-1024) and German king (1002

-1024). The last Saxon emperor, he recaptured most of the German land taken by

Polish king Boleslaus I and extended his influence throughout Italy.

Henry II (1133-1189)  King of England (1154-1189). The grandson of Henry I, son

of Matilda and husband of Eleanor of Aquitaine, Henry founded the Plantagenet

line. He restored order to strife-torn England, reformed its laws, and

established the supremacy of royal courts over local justices. He defined

church-state relations with the Constitutions of Clarendon, but his arguments

with Thomas a Becket led indirectly to the latter's murder. Henry consolidated

English holdings in northern England, Ireland, and Scotland. He was the father

of Richard I and John I.

Henry II (1519-1559)  King of France (1547-1559), son of and successor to

Francis I. Regarded as a weak ruler, he instituted repressive measures against

Protestants, added Calais to French domains in 1558, and negotiated an end to

the Italian Wars.

Henry III (Henry the Black) (1017-1056)  German king and Holy Roman emperor

(1046-1056). His reign marked the height of the Holy Roman emperor's power. His

efforts to reform the church, however, did not succeed.

Henry III (1551-1589)  French king (1574-1589). As duke of Anjou, he aided his

mother Catherine de Medicis in planning the St. Bartholomew's Day Massacre in

1572. His reign was marked by the Wars of Religion that raged in France between

the Catholics and Huguenots, and by the War of the Three Henrys (1585-1589).

Henry IV (1050-1106)  Holy Roman emperor (1056-1106). His reign was marked by a

long and unsuccessful struggle with the pope over lay investiture. His struggle

with the church began in 1075 when he appointed a number of bishops. Condemned

by Pope Gregory VII for the action, Henry declared the pope deposed in 1076,

only to be himself declared deposed by the pope. Faced with a rebellion against

the crown, Henry was forced to submit to the pope and was absolved after doing

penance at Canossa in 1077. However, the German nobles elected Rudolf of Swabia

as antiking and a civil war ensued (1077-1080), from which Henry emerged

victorious. Gregory in the meantime again deposed Henry, who in turn made

Clement III antipope. Henry then invaded Italy between 1081-1083 and drove

Gregory into exile, where he died. The reforming popes who succeeded Gregory

supported revolts against Henry.

Henry IV (Henry of Bolingbroke) (Henry of Lancaster) (1367-1413)  English king

(1399-1413), a son of John of Gaunt, and the first of three kings of the House

of Lancaster. He led a successful rebellion against King Richard II in 1399

after which he claimed the crown for himself. His reign was marked by

rebellions, including those in Wales and Scotland, and the crown's worsening

financial troubles.

Henry IV (1553-1610)  First Bourbon king of France (1589-1610). His reign

marked the end of the Wars of Religion (1562-1598). Henry was raised a

Protestant and, as Henry of Navarre, became nominal leader of the Protestants

(Huguenots) in the Wars of Religion after 1569. In 1584, he became heir to the

French throne (by the accession of Henry III and death of his heir). However,

the Catholic League bitterly opposed the possible accession of a Protestant,

and provoked the War of the Three Henrys. Henry was successful in this war and,

in 1589, became king by the death of Henry III. Henry converted to Catholicism

in 1593, which ended the opposition. He then instituted a policy of

reconciliation that resulted in the Edict of Nantes, establishing religious

toleration. Henry's subsequent reign was marked by a period of general

stability and rebuilding.

Henry V (1081-1125)  Holy Roman emperor (1106-1125), and last of the Salian

dynasty. The struggle over investiture continued in his reign and when Henry

lost the support of his bishops, as well as the nobles, he was forced to accept

a compromise measure, the Concordat of Worms in 1122.

Henry V (1387-1422)  English king (1413-1422). Allying England with the

Burgundians, Henry reopened the Hundred Years' War and led the English to

victory in the Battle of Agincourt in 1415. He conquered Normandy and Rouen and

concluded the Treaty of Troyes in 1420, by which he agreed to marry Catherine

of Valois, daughter of French king Charles VI. Charles acknowledged him

rightful heir to the French throne.

Henry VI (1421-1471)  King of England (1422-1461, 1470 and 1471), the last

Lancastrian king of England. Completely unfit to rule, he lost all English

territories in France except for Calais. A period of insanity (1453-1454) led

to the appointment of Richard, duke of York, as lord protector, and his

recovery led to the long struggle for the throne between the Houses of York and

Lancaster in the Wars of the Roses.

Henry VII (orig. Henry Tudor) (1457-1509)  English king (1485-1509), founder of

the Tudor dynasty. During the period of civil war called the Wars of the Roses,

Henry (of the House of Lancaster) was a leading contender for the throne. Henry

landed in England in 1485, defeated Richard III at Bosworth Field, and was

crowned king in 1486. By his marriage to Edward IV's daughter, Elizabeth, he

united the Houses of York and Lancaster and founded the Tudor line. This also

ended the Wars of the Roses. His reign saw the beginnings of English overseas

exploration.

Henry VIII (1491-1547)  English king (1509-1547). The early years of Henry's

reign were marked by participation with the Holy League from 1511 in war

against France and by the defeat of invading Scottish armies. Henry received in

1521 the title "Defender of the Faith" from Pope Leo X for his book, written in

answer to Luther and the emerging Protestant movement. By 1529, however, Henry

fell afoul of the church through his efforts to divorce his first wife

Catherine of Aragon. Henry's excommunication in 1534, and finally passage of

the Act of Supremacy resulted in the creation of the Church of England. In

subsequent years, Henry dealt ruthlessly with any opposition, Catholic or

Protestant, to this position as supreme head of the church in England. Events

of Henry's later reign included the continuing struggle with the French, a

defeat of Scottish forces that resulted in the death of King James V, and a

series of new wives that brought the total to 6 by the time of his death.

Henry the Navigator (1394-1460)  Portuguese prince. The success of the

exploratory voyages along the African coast, which he sponsored, laid the

foundation for the Portuguese colonial empire.

Heraclitus (535-475 B.C.)  Greek philosopher, an early proponent of a

metaphysical philosophy. He believed permanence to be an illusion and the only

reality was constant change.

Hercules (Heracles) (Herakles)  Hero of great strength and courage in Greek and

Roman mythology, son of Zeus and Alcmene. Hercules undertook his famous 12

tasks to repent the murder of his wife and children, committed in a fit of

madness.

Herodotus (484?-425 B.C.)  Greek historian. Herodotus traveled widely

throughout the known world, settling in southern Italy. He is remembered for

his richly detailed history of the Persian Wars, and is often called the

"father of history."

Herod the Great (73?-4 B.C.)  King of Judaea (37-4 B.C.). Herod was made king

of Judaea by the Roman Marc Antony in 39 B.C. and took possession of the

kingdom 2 years later. He put down revolts in the early part of his reign and

in succeeding years Judaea enjoyed a period of great prosperity. He constructed

many public buildings and, though he had converted to Judaism, he promoted

Hellenism. According to the Bible, he was in power at the time of Jesus' birth

and ordered the massacre of the Innocents.

Herriot, Edouard (1872-1957)  French statesman. He headed the Radical

(Socialist) party from 1919 until his death and was premier three times (1924

-1925, 1926, 1932).

Hertz, Heinrich Rudolph (1857-1894)  German physicist. He discovered radio

waves in 1886 and thereby proved J. Maxwell's electromagnetic theory of light

and heat. The unit of frequency, the hertz, is named for him.

Herzl, Theodor (1860-1904)  Austrian-born founder of modern Zionism. The

Dreyfus case convinced Herzl that acceptance of Jews in Europe was impossible.

He subsequently wrote The Jewish State, a pamphlet in which he advocated

creation of a separate Jewish state.

Hess, Rudolf (1894-1987)  German Nazi leader. He created a sensation in 1941

when on his own initiative he flew to Scotland apparently for the purpose of

negotiating peace between Britain and Germany. He was sentenced to life

imprisonment during the Nuremberg trials.

Hidalgo y Costilla, Miguel (1753-1811)  Mexican priest and national hero. He

organized and led between 1810 and 1811 an army of Mexicans in a nearly

successful rebellion against Spanish rule. His revolt marked the opening of the

Mexican Revolution.

Hideyoshi (Toyotomi) (1536?-1598)  Japanese soldier and, as the emperor's chief

minister, dictator from 1585-1598. He completed the unification of Japan in

1590, instituted numerous civil reforms, and launched an unsuccessful invasion

in China in 1592.

Hieroglyphics  A system of picture-writing used by the ancient Egyptians from

3400 B.C. Hieroglyphic writing died out by 500 A.D., and meaning was lost until

it was deciphered in the early 1800s through the use of the Rosetta Stone.

Himmler, Heinrich (1900-1945)  German National Socialist leader and one of the

most powerful men in Hitler's Third Reich. Notorious for his ruthlessness and

cruelty, he headed the SS (state police unit) and the Gestapo (secret police)

and ran the concentration camps in which millions died. See Gestapo.

Hindenburg, Paul von (1847-1934)  German field marshal and president of the

Weimar Republic (1925-1934). The commander of German armies during World War I

he emerged as a national hero despite Germany's defeat. In 1933, he appointed

Hitler as his chancellor and thus opened the way for Hitler's takeover of the

German government.

Hinduism  Religion practiced by the majority of the people of India. Hinduism

in its modern form evolved in stages from ancient Vedism in 1500 B.C. to

Brahmanism, and finally (2nd century B.C.) to early Hinduism. During its long

development Hinduism has absorbed doctrines, rites, and practices from numerous

other religions and sects and has spawned a great number of Hindu sects.

Generally, however, Hinduism is characterized by acceptance of the Vedas

(sacred texts), adherence to the caste system, belief in cycles of life, death,

and rebirth of the individual, and the promise of escape from this cycle

through enlightenment.

Hipparchus (Hipparchos) (2nd century B.C.)  Important early Greek astronomer.

He is believed to have compiled the first star catalogue and discovered subtle

changes in the equinoxes caused by the wobble in the earth's rotation.

Hippocrates (460-370 B.C.)  Greek physician, frequently called the "father of

medicine." The Hippocratic Oath, still administered to all new physicians,

reflects his medical ethics.

Hirohito (1901-1989)  Emperor of Japan from 1926-1989. His reign was marked by

wars against China from the 1930s and Japan's participation in World War II. He

accepted unconditional surrender in 1945 and a new constitution making him a

constitutional monarch in 1946.

Hiroshima  Japanese city, the target of the first atomic bomb (August 6, 1945).

The bombing virtually destroyed the city, hastened the end of World War II, and

marked the beginning of the age of nuclear warfare.

Hitler, Adolf (1889-1945)  Austrian-born German dictator (1933-1945) and

founder of the National Socialist party (Nazis). He started the National

Socialist party in 1921 and turned it into a nationalistic, paramilitary group.

He failed in 1923 in his attempt to seize power in Bavaria (Munich Beer Hall

Putsch), was arrested, and while in jail wrote Mein Kampf (My Struggle), an

explanation of his political ideas. The Nazi party grew rapidly during the

Great Depression, largely because of Hitler's ability to play on hatred of the

Jews and Communists in the name of German nationalism. The party's strength in

the Reichstag increased greatly as a result, though Hitler lost the 1932

presidential election to von Hindenburg. Von Hindenburg named Hitler as his

chancellor in 1933, however, and Hitler soon after began to consolidate his

power. He succeeded in gaining emergency powers, and in banning the Communists.

He then won passage of the Enabling Act (March 23, 1933), which established the

Third Reich. Following von Hindenburg's death in 1934 Hitler became sole ruler

of Germany and embarked on his program of expanding German power. At the same

time, he began his program of the "Final Solution" (See Holocaust). He occupied

the Rhineland in 1936, annexed Austria in 1938, occupied Czechoslovakia in

1939, and invaded Poland in 1939. The last action provoked the outbreak of

World War II. Despite his remarkable early successes, the tide of the war was

clearly against him by 1944. It is believed that he committed suicide in his

Berlin bunker in 1945.

Hittite Empire  Once powerful kingdom in Mesopotamia (Asia Minor) (1600-1200

B.C.). The Hittites are believed to have discovered the technique of tempering

iron and thus figure in the beginnings of the Iron Age. The Hittite peoples

first appeared (1800 B.C.) in what is now central Turkey in a migration from

the East. They established the Old Kingdom (1600-1400 B.C.) and during this

period Hittite rulers gradually expanded their domains throughout Turkey and

into northern Syria. The Hittite ruler Mursilis I attacked Babylon (1590) and

thereby ended the rule of the Amorite kings. The empire reached its greatest

power [especially under Suppiluliumas I (1380-1340)] during the New Kingdom

(1400-1200), when it dominated Mesopotamia. Some time around 1200 B.C.

invasions by Phrygian, Thracian, and Assyrian peoples caused the sudden

collapse of the Hittite empire. By 700 B.C. the Assyrians had absorbed the last

vestiges of the Hittite empire.

Hizbollah  Terrorist organization made up primarily of Palestinian

nationalists. It is headquartered in Lebanon, supported by Syria and Iran, and

has as its main target Israel.

Hobbes, Thomas (1588-1679)  British philosopher. A theorist in both natural and

political philosophy. He formulated a mechanistic view of human actions, and

his writings on free will and the social contract had an enormous influence on

the development of political philosophy.

Ho Chi Minh (pseud. of Nguyen That Thanh) (1890-1969)  Vietnamese Communist

leader. During World War II, he organized the Viet Minh movement for Vietnamese

independence and his guerrilla units fought the Japanese. After the war in

1945, he proclaimed Vietnam a republic, of which he became president (1945

-1954). He was soon embroiled in the Indochina War (1946-1954) and the republic

was divided into South and North Vietnam. As president of North Vietnam (1954

-1969), he organized the National Liberation Front and the Vietcong guerrilla

armies, which fought in the South during the Vietnam War (1960-1975).

Hohenstaufen  Family of German nobles and rulers of the Holy Roman Empire

between 1138 and 1254. The family originated in the 11th century with a Swabian

count, Frederick (d. 1105). The first Hohenstaufen emperor was Conrad III,

crowned in 1138. The Hohenstaufen rulers were opposed by the Guelphs and, by

their involvement in Italy, eventually brought about the downfall of the

family. The family became extinct by the death in 1254 of Conrad IV, the

execution of Conrad in 1268, and the execution of Frederick's illegitimate son,

Enzio in 1272.

Hohenzollern  Family of German nobles that ruled Prussia (1415-1871), brought

about a united Germany (1871-1918), and created a line of Romanian kings (1866

-1947). The family was begun by the 11th-century counts of Zollern. Following

the death of Frederick of Hohenzollern in 1200, the family split into

Franconian and Swabian lines. The fortunes of the Franconian line grew around

control of Brandenburg, of which Frederick I became elector in 1417. Thereafter

the line increased its power and domains and in 1701 Frederick I was crowned

king of the new kingdom of Prussia. After the unification of Germany in 1871,

the Franconian rulers ruled as German kaisers until the establishment of the

Weimar Republic in 1918. The Swabian line later split into the Hohenzollern

-Hechingen and Hohenzollern-Sigmaringen lines. The latter division produced

princes and then kings of Romania (1866-1947).

Hojo  Family of Japanese feudal nobles. As regents for a line of weak shoguns

and puppet emperors, they were in effect the rulers of Japan between about 1219

and 1333.

Holocaust  The systematic persecution of Jews, other ethnic minorities, and

political opponents of the Nazis from 1933 to 1945. Concentration camps were

established, slave labor was used, and during the war, Hitler declared a "final

solution," and the camps became extermination sites. It is estimated that

upwards of 12 million people died, of which at least 6 million were Jewish. In

1993, the United States dedicated a Holocaust Memorial Museum in Washington,

D.C. See Hitler, Adolf.

Holy Alliance  League formed in 1815 by Russian czar Alexander I, Austrian king

Francis I and Prussian king Frederick William III. The league was largely an

agreement in which the monarchs swore to uphold Christian principles in their

kingdoms. A part of the general European realignment after the fall of

Napoleon's empire, it was eventually joined by all Christian European rulers

except British king George IV. The alliance itself had little direct impact,

but it became a symbol of conservative reactionary policies by which monarchs

maintained social order and that characterized European politics until the mid

-19th century.

Holy Land  Name applied to the Middle Eastern region of Palestine. It is so

called because of its historical associations with the Christian, Islamic, and

Jewish religions.

Holy Roman Empire  Political entity in central Europe from the 10th-19th

centuries, which gave rise to the modern states of Germany and Austria. Its

history is complex and begins with the Carolingian Empire of Charlemagne.

Charlemagne's empire was from 800 considered the successor state to the western

Roman empire (defunct since 476) and embraced much of Europe. But it was

divided in 843 and central authority soon died out in the two major divisions,

the eastern kingdom (roughly, modern Germany) and the western kingdom (roughly,

modern France). Otto I restored control in the East and in 962 was crowned

emperor of the Romans by the pope. The Holy Roman Empire was thus founded as

the reconstituted western Roman empire. In subsequent centuries the empire was

torn by struggles with the popes and by the rising power of the princes. In the

13th century the Holy Roman emperors gave up their claims to control Italy and

in the 14th century they lost effective control over the princely states within

the empire. They had direct rule over only their personal domains, though in

the case of the Hapsburg emperors who ruled from the 15th century this amounted

to considerable territory. The Protestant Reformation, wars with the Ottoman

Turks, and with France further weakened the empire in the next centuries. Its

final collapse was brought on by the French Revolutionary Wars at the end of

the 18th century.

Homer  Ancient Greek poet who is generally regarded as the author of two of the

greatest epic poems in Western literature, the Iliad and the Odyssey.

Home Rule  Irish movement for self-government. Formed in 1870 by Isaac Butt and

led by Parnell to 1890, the movement included demands for a separate Irish

parliament and land reform. Two Home Rule bills (1886, 1893) were backed by W.

Gladstone's British Liberal party, but they failed to overcome conservative

opposition in Parliament. A third Home Rule bill was finally passed in 1912,

but implementation was delayed by the outbreak of World War I. During the war,

radical Irish Republicans came to the fore, and, with the declaration of Irish

independence by the Dail Eireann in 1918, the Irish Republican Army went into

armed rebellion against the British government. The Irish Free State (later the

Republic of Ireland) was created in 1921.

Hooke, Robert (1635-1703)  English physicist and inventor. He is credited with

discovering the law of elasticity in solids now called Hooke's law, and with

being the first to use the biological term "cell."

Horace (Flaccus, Quintus Horatius) (65-8 B.C.)  Roman poet, one of the great

lyric poets of all time. His works reflect the temper of the Augustan Age and

his mastery of poetic form.

Horthy, Miklos von Nagybanya (1868-1957)  Hungarian admiral and head of state

(1920-1944). He defeated the Communist revolutionaries and was named regent to

the deposed emperor, Charles I. Horthy later refused to allow Charles to retake

the throne and he ruled Hungary himself until he was arrested by Hitler.

Hottentots  A South African people who controlled a large part of South Africa

before the arrival of European settlers. They are now divided among several

tribes, and their pastoral culture is largely dispersed.

Houphouet-Boigny, Felix (b. 1905)  Leader of the Ivory Coast since it achieved

independence in 1960. He has maintained a pro-Western policy.

Howard, Catherine (1521?-1542)  Fifth queen of English king Henry VIII. Married

to the king shortly after his divorce from Anne of Cleves in 1540, she was

convicted of adultery the following year and was beheaded.

Hsia  Legendary first dynasty in traditional Chinese history that is said to

have reigned from 1994-1523 B.C. (2205-1766 B.C., by traditional dating). It

was succeeded by the Shang dynasty. Archaeological evidence indicates the

existence of an early Hsia state in the Yellow River Valley in northeastern

China. The potter's wheel, bronze weapons, and chariots are believed to have

been in use during the Hsia period. Yu is the legendary founder of the dynasty.

Hsiung-nu  Asian people who established an empire in Manchuria, Mongolia, and

Siberia in the 3rd century B.C. They raided northern China for several

centuries and established several dynasties, but declined in importance by the

5th century A.D. The Great Wall of China was completed to control their

advance.

Hsuan T'ung (P'u Yi, Henry) (1905-1967)  Last emperor of China (1908-1912). He

ruled under the name of Hsuan T'ung, and was later emperor of the Japanese

Manchurian puppet state of Manchukuo under the name of K'ang Te.

Hsun-tzu (298-230 B.C.)  Chinese philosopher. He promoted the teachings of

Confucius and stressed the benefits of culture in overcoming humankind's basic

evil nature.

Huang-Hsing (1871-1916)  Chinese general. As Sun Yat-sen's representative in

China during the 1911 revolution, he played a key role in the toppling of the

Chinese imperial dynasty. He served as Sun's prime minister and was a founding

member of the Kuomintang.

Huang Ti (Yellow Emperor) (Shen Yen Huang Ti)  The third of China's legendary

early emperors who, according to tradition, reigned in the third millennium

B.C. Many fundamental elements of China's civilization are credited to him,

including mathematical calculations, the calendar, money, the use of bamboo,

and the study of medicine, among others. He is, with Lao-tze, considered the

founder of Taoism.

Huascar (d. 1533)  Emperor of the Incas in Peru. On his father's death in 1525,

he succeeded to the larger portion of an empire divided between his brother

Atahualpa and himself. He lost the empire to his brother in 1532 and was later

secretly murdered by him.

Hudson, Henry (d. 1611)  English navigator in English and Dutch service.

Seeking the northwest passage for the Dutch East India Company, he explored the

Hudson River in 1609. On another attempt financed by the English, he discovered

and explored what became known as Hudson Bay in 1610.

Huerta, Victoriano (Huerta, Vicente Garcia de la) (1854-1916)  Mexican general

who overthrew President Madero and became military dictator between 1913 and

1914. After seizing power, Huerta was faced with numerous attempts at

counterrevolution as well as the opposition of President Wilson of the United

States. Huerta finally fled Mexico.

Huguenots  French Protestants, important in French history during the 16th and

17th centuries. Followers of Calvin, Huguenots first suffered persecution at

the hands of the French Catholic monarchy shortly after the beginning of the

Protestant Reformation in 1517. Despite executions and massacres, the movement

spread to the French nobility, where it became interrelated with the struggle

for political power. Bitter rivalry led to such events as the Conspiracy of

Amboise in 1560, the St. Bartholomew's Day Massacre in 1572, and the Wars of

Religion between 1562 and 1598. A period of toleration followed the Edict of

Nantes in 1598 and ended with Huguenot uprisings in the 1620s when King Louis

XIII attempted to suppress Protestantism. By the Peace of Alais in 1629,

Huguenots lost their political power, and, under Louis XIV, the Edict of Nantes

was revoked in 1685. This led to a mass exodus of most Huguenots from France.

Civil rights of Huguenots were not restored until 1787. By the Declaration of

the Rights of Man in 1789 they were granted religious equality.

Hulagu Khan (Hulegu o Hulaku) (1217-1265)  Mongol ruler, grandson of Genghis

Khan, and founder of the Il-Khan dynasty. Sent to put down a revolt by the

Persians, he defeated and executed Caliph Mustasim, destroyed the Islamic

capital of Baghdad in 1258, and set up his khanate, which lasted until 1335.

Humanism  Philosophy or attitude that places people and human values, welfare,

and creativity at the center of consciousness. Humanism was the philosophy

that, beginning in the 14th century was a central feature of the Renaissance in

Italy, and spread over the rest of Europe in the following three centuries. It

represented a shift from the medieval view of the world as an adjunct to God's

creation and fostered a new emphasis on the study of humans and the world as

objects in themselves. It looked to Greek and Roman models in art, literature,

and thought. In modern times, Humanism has come to mean an agnostic philosophy

that regards humans as "the measure of all things," as opposed to religious

beliefs.

Humbert I (Umberto 1) (1844-1900)  Italian king (1878-1900). Under his reign

Italy joined in the Triple Alliance in 1882 and prosecuted the Ethiopian War

(1895-1896).

Humbert II (Umberto II) (1904-1983)  Last king of Italy in 1946. A referendum

held shortly after his succession created a republic and stripped him of his

powers.

Hunan Army (Hsiang Army)  Chinese regional army organized in 1852 in the

province of Hunan by Tseng Kuo-fan. Its purpose was to help bring an end to the

Taiping Rebellion. At its peak the force numbered approximately 125,000 men.

Hundred Days  Period in French history from March 20 to June 28, 1815 during

which Napoleon returned from exile and attempted to reestablish his empire.

Escaping exile on the island of Elba, he landed in the south of France on March

1, 1815 and marched north with a small force. By the time he reached Paris on

March 20, 1815, he had rallied France behind him and forced King Louis XVIII to

abdicate. Once again emperor, he was opposed from March 25 by a new coalition

of nearly all the other European nations. Napoleon's forces were victorious in

the battles of Ligny and Quatre Bras June 16, but were completely crushed at

the great Battle of Waterloo on June 18. Soon after, Napoleon surrendered to

the British, and King Louis was restored on June 28, ending the Hundred Days

period.

Hundred Years' War  Series of related wars (1337-1453) between England and

France. The conflict stemmed from English claims to the French throne (based on

descent from the Norman conquerer, William I) and the long rivalry over

territories on the Continent that were then English possessions. Just before

war broke out, France and England were vying for the lucrative wool and cloth

trade of Flanders, and English king Edward III was concerned about protecting

the English held duchy of Guienne (in modern France). Edward touched off the

war by invading France to take the crown by force. The protracted war that

followed was fought mainly in France and devastated the country. The outbreak

of the Black Plague only added to the loss of life on both sides. The

consequences of the war were far-reaching. English presence on the Continent

was all but ended; and the ravages of war contributed to the decline of

feudalism, the rise of a middle class, and the emergence of a strong monarchy.

Hungarian Revolution of 1956  Brief but bloody rebellion between October 23 and

November 14, 1956 against Russian domination in Hungary. The revolt was caused

by a series of factors, including the movement for reform in Poland, the

denunciation of Stalinism by Khrushchev, and the Soviet-aided ouster in July,

1956 of the repressive regime of Matyas Rakosi in Hungary. The revolt was

sparked when Hungarian forces fired on people demonstrating in Budapest in

support of Polish reform and in opposition to Soviet presence in Hungary. Nagy,

who as premier had earlier (1953-1955) introduced reforms in Hungary, was

restored to power and Janos Kadar formed a countergovernment and called for

Soviet assistance. Russian forces entered Hungary on November 4 and the

rebellion was crushed by November 14. Kadar was installed as the new head of

the government.

Huns  Nomadic people of Asia, notorious for their military skills and savagery,

who in the 5th century A.D. threatened the Roman Empire. Skilled horsemen and

archers, they appeared in eastern Europe in about 370 A.D., and, fighting in

roving bands (hordes), they conquered the Alani, Ostrogoths, and Visigoths.

Victories over the latter two peoples caused great migrations eastward. In the

5th century A.D. the Huns occupied eastern and central Europe and had reached

the borders of the eastern Roman Empire. By 432 A.D. a single king of the Huns,

Rugilas (Rua or Roas), was exacting tribute from the Romans. His successor,

Attila the Hun, launched three invasions into the empire (441, 447, 451). On

the first he advanced into the eastern empire and threatened Constantinople. On

the second he again attacked the eastern empire and passed through the Balkans

into Greece. On the third he attacked the western empire and unsuccessfully

attempted to take Gaul. After he was defeated by a combined force of Romans and

Visigoths at the Battle of Chalons in 451, however, he invaded and briefly

ravaged Italy. His death in 453 was soon followed by disintegration of his

kingdom and the Huns as a unified people.

Husein ibn-Ali (Husayn ibn-'Ali) (1856-1931)  Arabian king (1917-1924). Emir of

Mecca (1908-1916) under the Turks, he led the Arab revolt against the Turks in

1916 during World War I and proclaimed himself king of Arabia in 1917. He was

defeated in a war with Ibn Saud in 1924 and went into exile.

Hussein ibn Talal (b. 1935)  Became Jordanian king in 1935. During his reign he

has maintained a generally moderate stance in the Arab-Israeli conflicts,

although he joined with the Arabs in the war of 1967. He successfully put down

a revolt by Palestinian guerrillas in Jordan in 1970. He supported the Arab

cause in the Yom Kippur War of 1973. Relations became strained with the United

States because of his opposition to the Camp David Accord (See U.S. History)

and, in 1991, his failure to condemn Iraqi aggression in the Persian Gulf War.

Hussein, Saddam (b. 1937)  Iraqi politician, member of the Baith party since

1957. He became president and virtual dictator in 1979. He launched the

invasion of Iran in 1980 (See Iran-Iraq War), but was forced to accept a cease

-fire in 1988. In 1990, he invaded Kuwait, causing a worldwide embargo and

eventually the Persian Gulf War, which ended with Iraq's defeat and withdrawal

from Kuwait. U.N. sanctions remained in force while the United Nations

inspected Iraqi sites of nuclear and chemical weapons.

Huss, John (1369-1415)  Czech religious reformer. A Catholic priest, he was

excommunicated and later burned at the stake for advocating the teachings of

Wycliffe. His death led to Hussite Wars between 1419 and 1434.

Hyksos  Invaders of ancient Egypt who were probably a Semitic people. They

invaded and conquered Egypt during the Middle Kingdom and took the kingship.

They ruled as kings of Egypt (1675-1550 B.C.) and introduced the horse and

chariot to Egypt. The Hyksos kings were finally defeated in 1570 B.C. by Amasis

I.

Ibanez (del Campo), Carlos (1877-1960)  President of Chile (1927-1981). He was

popular in the pre-Depression era for implementing labor and education reforms.

Ibn Battutah (1304?-1378?)  Muslim traveler and writer. He visited countries

from Morocco (his birthplace) to China from around 1325, describing his travels

in detail in his book Rihlah (Travels). He is considered one of the most

reliable authorities on his times.

Ibn Khaldun (1334-1406)  Arab historian, philosopher, and statesman. Born in

Tunis, he served as a Muslim judge in Cairo. Considered the greatest of the

Arab historians, he provided a description of Arab culture in his Muqaddiman
(Introduction), as well as a philosophy of history explaining the rise and fall

of civilization.

Ibn Saud (1888-1953)  Saudi Arabian king and founder in 1932 of the modern

Saudi state. By 1922 he had firm control of the Nejd and then conquered the

Hejaz (1924 and 1925), of which he became king in 1926. In 1932 he changed the

name of this kingdom to Saudi Arabia. He introduced a stable, nationalistic

form of government and put an end to tribal wars. His decision to open the

country to oil exploration led to the discovery of one of the world's largest

oil fields.

Ibn Zuhr (Avenzoar) (1090-1162)  Islamic physician, born in Seville, and a

leading medical authority of his day.

Ibrahim Pasha (1789-1848)  Egyptian general. He was the conqueror of Arabia and

Syria for his father Muhammad Ali, the ruler of Egypt; but was obliged to

evacuate some of his conquests when Western powers came to the aid of a

faltering Ottoman Empire. He briefly succeeded his father as viceroy of Egypt

before his death.

Iconoclastic Controversy  Religious dispute. The Iconoclasts of the Byzantine

Empire opposed the use of images or icons in religious worship on the grounds

that icons were sacrilegious. Emperor Leo III denounced the use of icons in 726

and in subsequent years icon worshipers and iconoclastics were alternately

persecuted. The controversy raged throughout the 8th and 9th centuries, and was

denounced in 787 by the Second Council of Nicaea, which decreed that icons

could be venerated but not worshiped. The controversy was ended in 843 with the

restoration of icon worship during the reign of Emperor Michael III.

Idris I (1890-1983)  The king of Libya from its independence in 1951 until he

was deposed by a coup d'etat in 1969. He was a leader of the Senussi sect in

Cyrenaica before becoming king.

Ignatius of Loyola, Saint (1491-1556)  Spanish religious leader. He entered

military service, and was wounded at Pamplona in 1521. While convalescing he

conceived the idea of becoming a soldier for Christ. At the University of Paris

he formed the nucleus of Jesus, a religious order for men organized along

military lines. After approval by the pope in 1540, the Jesuits with Ignatius

as their first general organized the most effective Catholic response to the

Reformation, dominated and revolutionized European education, and became the

largest religious order of modern times.

Igor (1150-1202)  Russian prince and legendary hero. His defeat in a battle in

1185 inspired the first work of Russian literature, The Song of Igor's Campaign

(1187).

Ikeda, Hayato (1899-1965)  Moderate Japanese statesman who was prime minister

(1960-1964). He played a large part in Japan's amazing economic recovery

following World War II.

Ile-de-France  French region and former province located around Paris. It was

the center of the French monarchy's lands from which the modern nation of

France evolved.

Iliad and Odyssey  Two celebrated Greek epic poems, believed to have been

written in the 9th century B.C. by Homer. In ancient Greece they were revered

as sources for moral and spiritual guidance. In modern times they are

considered among the greatest masterpieces of Western literature. The Iliad
tells the story of the Trojan War fought to return Helen to her husband,

Spartan king Menelaus. The Odyssey narrates the adventures of Odysseus, a Greek

hero during his return to Ithaca after the Trojan War.

Il-Khan  Mongol dynasty that reigned from 1258 to 1353 in Persia (modern Iran).

Between 1253 and 1258, the Mongol Hulagu Khan conquered this territory,

including the Islamic capital of Baghdad, and founded the Il-Khan dynasty. The

dynasty reached its height under Mahmud Ghazan (1295-1304), who became the

first Mongol to convert to Islam (Sunni). In subsequent years internal unrest

broke the Il-Khan's power and brought their rule to an end in 1353.

Imhotep (2980-2950 B.C.)  Egyptian sage. Imhotep was revered as the architect

of the first step pyramid, as a doctor, and adviser to Third Dynasty kings. He

was elevated to deity status after his death.

Imperialism  In general, the rule over or control of one state by another. More

specifically, "imperialism" is used in either of two ways, referring to ancient

and modern forms. Ancient imperialism is the process by which early empires

were created. This involved military conquest and, to one degree or another,

political domination. Ancient imperialism led to creation of the Macedonian,

Persian, Roman, Chinese, and numerous other empires. Modern imperialism is the

policy by which nations built colonial empires beginning in the 15th and 16th

centuries. Modern imperialism was at first spurred on by the rewards of

increased trade and mineral riches in the Americas, the Indies, and later

Africa. However, the industrial age brought new motivations. The great colonial

empires of the 18th and 19th centuries were exploited for raw minerals and also

served as ready markets for the vast quantities of finished goods produced by

the industrial nations. Competition between the great colonial powers, notably

the British, French, Dutch, Portuguese, and later the Germans, led to

instability and frequent wars during the 19th century. In the 20th century,

however, the rise of nationalism brought new resistance to this form of

imperialism and resulted in independence movements within the colonies. The

years after World War I, and especially those following World War II, saw the

breakup of colonial empires as most former colonies won their independence.

Inca  South American Indian people and their vast empire in the Andes region,

which at the time of the Spanish conquest in the 1500s extended from Ecuador to

northern Chile. According to legend, the empire was founded (1100 A.D.) by

Manco Capac at what is now Cuzco, Peru. It expanded slowly until the early 15th

century when a period of rapid conquests began. The empire reached its zenith

under the rule of Huayna Capac (1492-1525), who divided the empire between his

sons, Atahualpa and Huascar. The two subsequently warred against each other

and, when the Spanish conquistador Pizarro arrived in South America in 1532,

Atahualpa had just defeated his brother. After being received by Atahualpa on

friendly terms, Pizarro captured and executed him in 1533, entered Cuzco, and

with his small force easily subjugated this empire of 10-12 million people. At

the time of the Spanish conquest the Incas had a well advanced civilization

organized in a rigid hierarchy, over which the emperor ruled with absolute (and

divine) authority. Inca society was based on agricultural production and its

religion centered on sun worship. They were great builders and constructed

magnificent cities such as Machu Picchu, and a system of roads, irrigation, and

mountainside terraces. There was also extensive mining and advanced metallurgy.

Under the Spanish, the Inca religion was forcibly suppressed, a colonial

government was installed, and the native population was drawn away from

agriculture for work in the mines and colonial towns.

Indian Councils Act  British reform act for the government of India enacted in

1909. It provided for increased Indian self-government in the form of a

representative legislature. An earlier act of the same name in 1861 reorganized

India's executive administration.

Indian National Congress (Congress party)  Political party in India. Founded in

1885, it became a vehicle for the Indian independence movement in the early

20th century. The party was taken over in 1917 by militants such as Tilak and

Besant and, under the leadership of Gandhi, it organized the passive-resistance

campaigns (satyagraha) against British domination that continued to the 1940s.

The party was disbanded in 1942 by the British but reorganized in 1945 and

became the ruling party of independent India in 1947. It was led (1947-1964) by

Nehru until his death and continued as the ruling party under I. Gandhi.

Opposition to Mrs. Gandhi, however, finally split the party in 1969 into the

New Congress party, supporting Mrs. Gandhi, and the Old Congress party,

supporting Morarji R. Desai. Desai succeeded Mrs. Gandhi as prime minister

between 1977 and 1980 under the banner of a new Janata party. In 1980, Mrs.

Gandhi was returned to power as prime minister, at the head of her faction of

the Congress party.

India-Pakistani wars  Conflicts between India and Pakistan in the years after

the British partition of the Indian subcontinent on August 15, 1947. War broke

out in 1971 over the independence of East Pakistan. Pakistan lost the war and

East Pakistan became Bangladesh (See World Geography). Tension continues over

the Muslim state of Kashmir, occupied by India and Pakistan.

Indochina war (French Indochina War)  War (1945-1954) fought by Vietnamese

Communists and Nationalists against occupying armies, most notably the French.

Following the Japanese defeat in World War II, British and Chinese forces

occupied the region. At the same time, however, Communist Nationalist leader Ho

Chi Minh proclaimed the Democratic Republic of Vietnam and began a war against

the British and Chinese. French troops reoccupied Indochina in 1946 and, after

the breakdown of an agreement granting the Vietnamese republic a large measure

of autonomy, fighting resumed in 1946. This time it was between the French and

the Communist Nationalist (Vietminh) forces under Vo Nguyen Giap. Heavy

fighting continued through 1947. Ater failing to come to terms with Ho Chi

Minh, the French supported creation of an independent Vietnam with Bao Dai as

emperor. The Vietminh continued fighting, however, drove the French from

northern Vietnam, conquered parts of Laos, and broke French military strength

at Dien Bien Phu in 1954. Geneva Conference accords signed July 21, 1954 ended

the war, provided for partition of Vietnam, and promised elections for

reunification by 1956. The United States, which had been aiding the Bao Dai

regime since 1950, did not sign the accord and thus opened the way for its

involvement in the Vietnam War.

Indo-European  Name applied to the large family of languages of Europe and

southern and southwestern Asia, believed to have evolved from a common parent

language, Proto-Indo-European, spoken sometime before 2000 B.C. Indo-Iranian

languages such as Persian and Sanskrit are members, as well as the Celtic,

Germanic, Greek, Romance, and Slavic languages of Europe.

Indulgence  Catholic theological term for the pardon and remission of temporal

punishment due to sin. In the early church, severe penances were imposed upon

penitent sinners. As time went on, the church relaxed the actual penalty,

granting an "indulgence" instead by which the penitent received the same merit

as if he had actually performed the penance. Abuses which crept into the

granting of indulgences, specifically the buying and selling of them, was one

of the issues which led to the revolt of Luther in 1517 at the time of the

Reformation.

Indus Civilization (Mohenjo-Daro civilization)  Ancient civilization that

flourished in the Indus River Valley (2500-1500 B.C.). Excavations at Mohenjo

-Daro and Harappa in modern Pakistan have revealed a civilization as advanced

as those of ancient Egypt and Mesopotamia.

Industrial Revolution  Period between about 1750 and 1850 that saw industry

become the predominant force in European economic and social life. This era was

marked by the shift from agricultural and cottage-industry forms of production

to the factory system, the great increase in the use of machinery for

production, a population shift that created great urban centers, and the marked

dependence of laborers on their employers. The Industrial Revolution began in

the British cotton textile industry and is generally dated from 1750-1850.

Though the use of machinery was not unknown and though some factories were

operating before 1750, this period saw the gradual changeover to an industrial

society in Britain. Traditionally, certain inventions are associated with the

beginning of industrialism, incuding Watt's steam engine, Kay's flying shuttle,

Hargreaves' spinning jenny, Crompton's spinning mule, and Edmund Cartwright's

power loom. In succeeding years the Industrial Revolution spread to other

countries: France after 1830, Germany after 1850, and the United States

principally after 1860.

Innocent III (orig. Lotario di Segni) (1161-1216)  Italian-born pope (1198

-1216). Under Innocent's reign, the papacy achieved its greatest power.

Continuing the policies of Gregory VII regarding supremacy of the pope over

secular rulers, Innocent became involved in struggles with European kings to

enforce his authority. He vied with Holy Roman Emperor Otto IV, excommunicated

him in 1210, and finally crowned Frederick II in his place in 1215. In England,

he forced acceptance of his favorite as archbishop of Canterbury and thereby

began a struggle with King John. He excommunicated John in 1209, ultimately

forcing John in 1213 to accept the sovereignty of the pope and to agree to pay

him tribute. In addition to asserting papal authority over these and other

European sovereigns, Innocent also preached the Fourth Crusade, promoted the

Albigensian Crusade, and called the great Fourth Lateran Council.

Inquisition  Name of two historic Roman Catholic tribunals. 1. The Medieval

Inquisition was established in 1233 by Pope Gregory X in response to the spread

of heretical sects, such as the Albigenses and Waldenses in northern Italy,

southern France, and Germany. Judges of the Inquisition were chosen from among

the Dominicans to try and judge cases of heresy, then considered intolerable by

civil and ecclesiastical authorities alike. If found guilty of heresy, the

heretic was turned over to secular authorities for punishment. Though burning

at the stake was the ultimate penalty for unrecanted heresy, this penalty was

uncommmon in medieval times. The usual punishment was penance, fine, or

imprisonment. During the Catholic Reformation, the functions of the Medieval

Inquisition were assigned to the Holy Office in 1542. It was active against

Protestantism and heard charges of heresy against Galileo in what became a

famous trial. 2. Spanish Inquisition. This was a quasi-ecclesiastical tribunal

established in 1478 by King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella primarily to examine

converted Jews, and later converted Muslims, and punish those who were

insincere. Pope Sixtus IV reluctantly approved the Spanish Inquisition, which

was largely controlled by the Spanish monarch. The Spanish Inquisition was much

harsher than the Medieval Inquisition and the death penalty was more often

exacted.

Instrument of Government  English constitution under which Oliver Cromwell

ruled England as lord protector between 1653 and 1657. It vested executive

authority in the lord protector and a council of state, created a unicameral

Parliament, and disenfranchised all Catholics and rebels.

International  First (1864-1881): Socialist labor federation founded at London,

on September 28, 1864 that quickly came under the domination of Karl Marx. It

was called the International Workingmen's Association. While its express

purpose was to foment a Socialist workers' revolution, it failed to play an

active role in labor unrest of the period. Split in 1876 by a power struggle

between Marx and the anarchist M. Bakunin, it was largely defunct by 1881.

Second (1889-1914): Loose federation of Socialist groups and labor unions

founded at Paris, in 1889. Though committed to an eventual Socialist

revolution, the group generally supported parliamentary democracy. The chief

aim of the International, however, was its opposition to war, and the outbreak

of World War I split the organization along national lines. Third (Communist

International): See Comintern.

International Court of Justice  United Nations judicial body organized in 1945

and superseding the Permanent Court of International Justice, the judicial arm

of the League of Nations. The court is based at the Hague and consists of 15

judges selected by the U.N. Security Council and the General Assembly.

International Monetary Fund  International organization, conceived in 1944 at

the Bretton Woods Conference and associated with the United Nations as a

specialized agency in 1945 to help provide stability of international exchange

rates and aid member nations in international transactions.

Intifadeh  Started in 1985 as a Palestinian uprising on the West Bank and Gaza.

The purpose of the uprising has been to gain greater freedom and political

voice for Palestinians living in the occupied territories.

Inukai, Ki Tsuyoshi (1855-1932)  Japanese politician, president of the Seiyukai

party (1929-1932), and prime minister (January-May 1932). His assassination

marked the rise of military and the end of party control of the Japanese

government.

Investiture Controversy  Power struggle in the 11th and 12th centuries between

the Holy Roman Empire and the papacy. The controversy centered on the rift

beginning in 1075 between Henry IV and Pope Gregory VII over "lay investiture"

and was not finally settled until the Concordat of Worms was issued in 1122. At

the time of the controversy, bishops and other clerics had both secular and

clerical powers over ecclesiastical domains. Both the emperor and the pope were

involved in their installation (investiture), a practice known as lay

investiture. The practice led to abuses of the clerical offices, and reacting

to a movement for reform, Pope Gregory abolished lay investiture in 1075. In

the struggle that followed, Henry was excommunicated, civil war between

factions of rebellious nobles broke out (over this and other issues) within the

Holy Roman Empire, and Henry attacked Rome (1081 and 1082). Under Emperor Henry

V, the controversy continued until a compromise was finally arranged with Pope

Calixtus II in the Concordat of Worms of 1122.

Ionia  Ancient district of Asia Minor on the Aegean Sea in modern western

Turkey. Colonized by the Ionian Greeks (1000 B.C.), it was taken by Croesus

(6th century B.C.) and then by the Persians under Cyrus the Great. The Ionian

revolt against Persia resulted in the Persian Wars. The Ionian cities fell to

Alexander the Great in 334 B.C. and later to Rome, and were destroyed as Greek

cities by the Ottoman conquest in the 1400s.

Ionian School  Early school of Greek philosophy, composed of philosophers who

were active in the 6th and 5th centuries B.C. in Ionia. They held divergent

views, though in general they attempted to explain the world around them in

terms of matter and physical forces. Among the thinkers of this school were

Thales, Anaximander, Anaximenes, Anaxagoras, Heracleitus, and Diogenes of

Apollonia.

Ionic order  Greek architectural style. The Ionic is one of the major styles of

early Greek architecture. It is characterized by slender fluted columns topped

by a scroll-shaped capital, and had developed by the 6th century B.C.

Iqbal, (Sir) Muhammad (1873-1938)  Indian poet, philosopher, and political

leader. He urged the establishment of an independent Muslim state, and is

considered the spiritual father of modern Pakistan.

Iran-Iraq War (1980-1988)  Also called the Gulf War, this conflict raged for

several years. Started by Iraq, the issue was a border dispute as well as a

religious one. The conflict ended partly as a result of the efforts of the

Secretary General of the United Nations Perez de Cuellar.

Irish Free State  Name used by the Republic of Ireland from 1922 to 1937; that

is, during the period that Ireland had dominion status within the British

Empire.

Irish Home Rule Movement  See Home Rule.

Irish Land Acts  Legislation passed (1870-1903) for the benefit of Irish tenant

farmers. The acts, initiated by Gladstone, were designed to curtail landlord

abuse and provide incentives for peasant proprietorship.

Irish Republican Army (IRA)  Irish nationalist organization dedicated to the

creation of a single unified Irish state. Organized from the elements dispersed

during the Easter Rebellion of 1916, it became the political arm of the Sinn

Fein party, and opposed dominion status after the creation of the Irish Free

State in 1922. It declined after its former supporter Eamon De Valera took over

the Irish government and because of its opposition to the Allies in World War

II, and was eventually outlawed by both Irish governments. In 1969, it launched

new terrorist measures in northern Ireland and even into Great Britain in the

mid 1970s, continuing through 1993.

Iron Age  Period in the development of human culture in which iron came to be

used predominantly for making tools and weapons. The Iron Age, which succeeded

the Bronze Age, began at various times in various locations. Widespread use of

iron is generally thought to have begun in the Near East and it is the Hittites

who are credited with discovering the technique of tempering iron. Following

the breakup of the Hittite Empire in 1200 B.C., ironworking techniques were

spread through Europe and Asia Minor. By the 5th century B.C., the use of iron

was well established in Europe.

Iron Curtain  Name applied to the Soviet Union's policy of limiting Western

information and influence within its borders and those of its Eastern European

satellites after World War II. The term was coined by Winston Churchill and

used in a speech at Fulton, Missouri on March 6, 1946.

Irredentism  Originally an Italian nationalist movement that aimed to add to

Italy all territories inhabited by Italian-speaking people not included at the

time of the unification of Italy (1870 and 1871). These included the Trentino,

Trieste, Istrai, Fiume, and parts of Dalmatia, most of which Italy finally

acquired after World War I.

Isabella I (Isabella the Catholic) (1451-1504)  Queen of Spain. Queen of

Castile, with her husband Ferdinand V she united most of Spain, instituted the

Inquisition, expelled the Jews in 1492, and drove the Moors from Granada in

1492. She financed the expedition of Columbus that discovered the Americas.

Isaurian  Dynasty of Byzantine emperors that ruled from 717-802. The line was

founded by Leo III and the last reigning member of the line was Empress Irene,

who was forced to abdicate in 802.

Ishtar  Leading goddess of the ancient Assyrian and Babylonian religions. She

was revered as the goddess of love, sex, and war, and as the Earth Mother, or

Mother Goddess.

Islam  One of the world's three great monotheistic religions, with Christianity

and Judaism. Islam is the newest of the three and was founded by the prophet

Muhammad in the 7th century A.D. Muslims believe Muhammad was the last of the

prophets (i.e., Adam, Noah, Abraham, Moses, and Jesus) sent by Allah (God).

They exult in their submission to and praise of Allah. The Islamic faith,

derived from the earlier Judaic and Christian faiths, is based on the Koran,

the revelations of Allah to Muhammad; the Sunna, collections of sayings of

Muhammad compiled in the 9th century; and the principle called Ijma, by which

long-established practices are simply accepted as legitimate. The prophet

Muhammad during his lifetime laid the foundations of the great Muslim

theocratic state, the Empire of the Caliphate. After his death, the empire was

rapidly expanded to include domains stretching from India, across the Mideast,

and into North Africa and served to spread the Muslim faith throughout these

regions. A dispute over the succession of the caliph in the 7th century gave

rise to the two main divisions in the Muslim world: the Sunni (orthodox) and

Shi'ite sects. See also Religion.

Ismail I (1486-1524)  Shah of Persia (1501-1524), founder of Safavid dynasty.

Established the Shi'ite form of Islam as the state religion, thus incurring the

special enmity of the Sunni Turks and Uzbeks, with whom he warred unceasingly.

Ismail Pasha (1830-1895)  Egyptian ruler under Ottoman sovereignty (1863-1879).

The Suez Canal was completed during his rule, but his improvement schemes

plunged Egypt into debt, and he was forced to sell his canal shares to Britain

in 1875 and put Egypt's finances under the control of foreign bondholders.

Israel, kingdom of  Originally, the Old Testament kingdom of the Hebrews ruled

by Saul, David, and Solomon. Following the rebellion in 933 B.C. by Jeroboam I,

the kingdom was divided. The northern part, which was thereafter called Israel,

included lands of the 10 northern tribes. The southern part, called Judah,

included the lands of the tribes of Benjamin and Judah. The kingdom of Israel

was overrun in 721 by Assyrians under Sargon II, and many of the inhabitants

were carried off. They became known as the Ten Lost Tribes.

Itagaki, Taisuke (1837-1919)  Japanese statesman. He played a major role in the

1868 Meiji Restoration, founded the Jiyuto (Liberal) party, and worked to bring

constitutional reforms to the government.

Ito, Hirobumi, Prince (1841-1909)  Japanese statesman and premier (1886-1888,

1892, 1898, 1900, and 1901). He tried to introduce Western ideas learned while

on government missions to the United States and Europe, and drafted the

constitution of Japan in 1889.

Iturbide, Agustin de (1783-1824)  Mexican military leader. He led in the

Mexican independence movement and, as Agustin I, ruled as emperor (May 1822

-March 1823).

Ivan III (Ivan the Great) (1440-1505)  Grand duke of Moscow (1462-1505). He

broke the power of Novgorod, exploited divisions between the Tatars of the

Golden Horde, and captured part of the Ukraine from Lithuania. He laid the

groundwork for a strong Russian monarchy.

Ivan IV ( Ivan the Terrible) (1530-1584)  Grand duke of Moscow from 1533 and

first czar of Russia (1547-1584). Notorious for cruelty and erratic behavior

later in his reign, he nevertheless greatly expanded Russian domains and

consolidated the power of the monarchy at the expense of the Boyars. He

summoned the first national assembly in 1566, began Russia's expansion to the

East by conquering Kazan and Astrakhan, and engaged in the long, unsuccessful

Livonian War (1557-1582). Siberia was also conquered.

Ivan V (1666-1696)  Czar of Russia (1682-1696). Physically and mentally unfit

to rule, he was nominal coruler with Peter I under his sister Sophia's regency.

He retained his title after Peter's succession in 1689 but never actively

ruled.

Ivan VI (1740-1764)  Czar of Russia (1740 and 1741). A nominal ruler, he was

deposed as an infant by Elizabeth, daughter of Peter I, and imprisoned until

his assassination more than 20 years later.

Iyeyasu (Tokugawa) (Ieyasu) (1542-1616)  Japanese soldier and ruler. Iyeyasu

aided Hideyoshi's unification of Japan. He subsequently made himself daimyo and

shogun, and virtual ruler of Japan. He was the founder of the Tokugawa

shogunate, which ruled Japan until 1867.

Jacobins  Political club that rose to prominence as a faction during the French

Revolution. Under the leadership of Robespierre, the group dominated the

revolutionary government between 1793 and 1794 and was responsible for the

Reign of Terror. The club began in 1789 as a group of moderate deputies to the

National Assembly though by 1790 bourgeois moderates had swelled their ranks

and made the club an important pressure group. Following the overthrow of the

king in 1792, the club admitted Montagnards, and began to espouse more

democratic than radical, revolutionary aims. They opposed and ousted the

Girondists in 1793 over the prosecution of the French Revolutionary Wars, set

up the revolutionary dictatorship, and oversaw the Reign of Terror. The

Jacobins fell from power with Robespierre's overthrow on 9 Thermidor (July 27,

1794) and thereafter the club was suppressed.

Jacobites  Supporters of English king James II (and his heirs in the Stuart

line) after the Glorious Revolution of 1688. Considerable support for James

remained after his exile in 1688 and was kept alive between 1688 and 1746 by

Roman Catholics and disaffected Tories. Jacobites were especially active in

Scotland and two unsuccessful rebellions were organized there (1715, 1745).

Jacquerie  Revolt in May and June 1358 by French peasants during the Hundred

Years' War (1337-1453). Peasants in northern France rebelled when French nobles

demanded increased taxes despite the fact that the countryside had recently

been pillaged by English mercenary soldiers. Led by Guillaume Cale and E.

Marcel, the peasants sacked and burned castles. They were defeated less than a

month later, however, and thousands were massacred by the vengeful nobles.

Jagatai (d. 1242)  Mongol conqueror and a son of Genghis Khan. He joined in his

father's great wars of conquest and, following the death of Genghis Khan did

not oppose the succession of his younger brother, Ogadai, as grand khan. In the

division in 1227 of the Mongol Empire among the heirs of Genghis Khan, Jagatai

gained vast domains corresponding roughly to Turkistan and Afghanistan.

Jagiello (Jagello) (Jagellon)  Dynasty that ruled in Bohemia, Hungary,

Lithuania, and Poland in the 14th-16th centuries (in Poland from 1386-1572).

The dynasty was founded by Jagiello, duke of Lithuania, who took the name

Ladislas I of Poland and was a major force in European affairs.

Jainism  Indian religion. Arising in the 6th century B.C. as a reaction to the

rigidity of the Vedic religion, Jainism was by tradition established by 24

saints, or religious figures, the last being Vardhamana Mahavira. It taught a

rigid form of asceticism, a reverence for all living things, and the

performance of good acts as means for escaping the cycle of rebirth and

achieving Nirvana. At first quite distinct from Hinduism, Jainism eventually

incorporated elements of Hinduism. Today many prominent Indians practice

Jainism.

James I (1394-1437)  King of Scotland (1406-1437). By breaking the power of the

nobility and the Highland clans, James established strong monarchical rule in

Scotland.

James I (James VI) (1566-1625)  Scottish king of England (1603-1625), successor

to Elizabeth I and first of the Stuart line in England. James first succeeded

his mother, Mary Queen of Scots, to the Scottish throne (under a regency) in

1567 and then succeeded to the English throne. During his reign in England, war

with Spain was ended and relations between James and the Parliament

deteriorated seriously. This last helped bring on the English Civil War some

years later.

James II (1430-1460)  King of Scotland (1437-1460). He reestablished the strong

monarchy created by James I.

James II (1633-1702)  English king (1685-1688). His overthrow during the

Glorious Revolution of 1688 established the supremacy of the Parliament in

England. His penchant for autocratic methods and efforts to promote

Catholicism, prepared the way for the Glorious Revolution. But it was the birth

in 1688 of his son and (Catholic) heir that finally precipitated the revolt.

James was succeeded by his daughter Mary and her Protestant husband, William

III.

James IV (1473-1513)  King of Scotland (1488-1513). He unified Scotland and

allied it with France against Henry VIII of England.

Janissaries (Janizaries)  A special elite corps of the army of the Ottoman

Empire, noted for its military successes in the 15th and 16th centuries.

Members of the corps were procured by taking the children of Ottoman Christian

subjects and training them. By the 18th century they had become involved in

Ottoman politics. Opposing reform, they revolted in 1826, were defeated, and

the organization was dissolved.

Jaures, Jean (1859-1914)  French Socialist leader who helped to found the

unified French Socialist party in 1905.

Jenkins's Ear, War of  War (1739-1743) between England and Spain. The war was

soon absorbed by the larger conflict of the War of Austrian Succession.

Jenner, Edward (1749-1823)  English physician. From 1796 he pioneered the use

of vaccination to prevent smallpox, a major step in the development of the

science of immunology.

Jeremiah (Jeremias) (650-570 B.C.)  One of the major Hebrew prophets, whose

activities and prophecies are recorded in the Old Testament.

Jihad  Islamic religious term meaning holy war. Muslims believe that if they

die in a proclaimed holy war, they will go to heaven.

Jimmu Tenno (660 B.C.)  Legendary first emperor of Japan. Believed to have been

a direct descendant of the sun goddess, he is regarded as founder of the

dynasty of Japanese emperors that still reigns today.

Jinnah, Muhammad Ali (1876-1948)  Indian Muslim statesman. He served as head of

the Muslim League (1934-1948), led the struggle to establish Pakistan, and

served as its first governor-general (1947 and 1948).

Joan of Arc (Jeanne d'Arc) (1412-1431)  French saint and heroine during the

Hundred Years' War. A visionary, the young girl became convinced she had a

divine mission to aid the French dauphin Charles (later Charles VII) against

the English. After persuading Charles to give her troops, she raised the Siege

of Orleans in 1429 and won the Battle of Patay. Shortly after Charles's

coronation, however, she failed in her siege of Paris and was captured. Turned

over to an ecclesiastical court, she was tried as a heretic and was burned at

the stake.

Jodl, Alfred (1890-1946)  German general. During World War II, Jodl was

Hitler's chief of the armed forces operation staff and a key adviser.

Joffre, Joseph Jacques Cesaire (1852-1931)  French general and marshal of

France. He was commander-in-chief of the army in World War I (1914-1916), and

his tactics led to the French victory at the 1914 Battle of the Marne.

John (1167?-1216)  King of England (1199-1216). The youngest son of Henry II,

he succeeded his older brother, Richard I. He quarreled with the church and saw

his kingdom placed under a papal interdict in 1208. He abused feudal custom and

was forced by his barons to sign the Magna Carta, England's first grant of

general liberties, in 1215. During his reign England lost most of its domains

in France.

John I (John the Great) (1357-1433)  Portuguese king (1385-1433). During his

reign, John concluded an alliance with England and began the period of

Portuguese overseas colonization. One of John's sons was Prince Henry the

Navigator.

John II (John Comnenus) (1088-1143)  Byzantine emperor (1118-1143). John

occupied himself with regaining lost Byzantine lands and influence. He was

successful against the Magyars, Serbs, Petchenegs, and Roger II of Sicily, but

was forced to yield trading privileges to Venice.

John II (John the Good) (1319-1364)  King of France (1350-1364). Captured by

the English in the Battle of Poitiers in 1356 during the Hundred Years' War, he

was released in return for hostages. When one hostage escaped, John returned

voluntarily to England, where he died.

John II (John the Perfect) (1455-1495)  King of Portugal (1481-1495), successor

to his father. He curbed the power of the nobility, made peace with Spain, and

sponsored colonizing expeditions. Bartholomeu Dias rounded the Cape of Good

Hope in 1488 during his reign.

John III (John the Fortunate) (1502-1557)  King of Portugal (1521-1557).

Portuguese influence in Brazil, India, Macao, and the Spice Islands was

expanded during John's reign. Domestically, he instituted the Inquisition and

involved the Jesuits in higher education. The Portuguese overseas empire

reached its height during his reign.

John IV (d. 1656)  King of Portugal (1640-1656). John expelled the Spanish from

Portugal in 1640 and became king. He also ousted the Dutch from Brazil in 1654

and allied himself with France against Spain in order to protect his interests.

He was the first king of the Braganza line.

John V (John Palaeologus) (1332-1391)  Byzantine emperor (1341-1347, 1355-1376,

1379-1391). He recognized the sovereignty of the Ottoman Turks, who had

captured large parts of the empire. He tried to heal the Christian schism

between East and West in order to secure Western help against the Turks.

John V (1689-1750)  King of Portugal (1706-1750). John inherited the War of

Spanish Succession but eventually made peace with France and Spain. Enriched by

gold from Brazil, his court was an elegant center of culture.

John VI (1769-1826)  King of Portugal (1816-1826). He was forced to rule from

Brazil (1807-1821) because of the Napoleonic Wars and French occupation. He was

also forced to recognize Brazilian independence in 1825 under his son Dom Pedro

I.

John XXIII (Roncalli, Angelo Giuseppe) (1881-1963)  Pope from 1958-1963, he was

a highly popular figure in the history of the modern church. He was noted for

promoting peace and social reforms to aid the poor, seeking cooperation with

other religious denominations, and convening the Second Vatican Council.

John of Gaunt (1340-1399)  Duke of Lancaster from 1362 and son of King Edward

III of England. In effect he ruled in England during the last years of his

father's reign and during the early reign of Richard II. He was the ancestor of

the Tudor kings.

John Paul II (b. Wojtyla, Karol) (b. 1920)  Polish born, he became pope in

1978. John Paul II was the first non-Italian pope to be elected in nearly half

a century. He has made numerous journeys abroad.

Johnson, Samuel (1709-1784)  English literary figure who was renowned for his

conversation as well as for his writings. His pioneering Dictionary of the

English Language was published in 1755. In 1763, he began his association with

his most famous biographer, Boswell.

Joliet, Louis  A French fur trapper who explored parts of North America along

with Jacques Marquette, he traveled down the Great Lakes, the Wisconsin River,

and the Mississippi River.

Jonson, Ben (1572-1637)  English Elizabethan playwright, critic, and poet.

Considered to be the second-ranking English playwright after his friend

Shakespeare.

Joseph I (1678-1711)  Holy Roman emperor (1705-1711). King of Hungary (1687

-1711). In the War of the Spanish Succession, he successfully fought France but

unsuccessfully supported the claim of his brother Charles (later Charles VI) to

the Spanish throne.

Joseph II (1741-1790)  Holy Roman emperor (1765-1790) and first of the Hapsburg

-Lorraine line. An enlightened despot, Joseph initiated many social and

administrative reforms, although most did not last beyond his reign. Dominated

by his mother, Maria Theresa, during the first years of his reign, he undertook

a broad plan to modernize the empire after her death. He abolished serfdom in

1781 and granted peasants basic rights, abolished monasteries, reduced the

clergy, issued the Edict of Toleration, and attempted to centralize government

of the diverse territories within the empire. This last reform led to revolts

in Hungary and the Austrian Netherlands. His reign also saw the War of Bavarian

Succession, territorial acquisitions from the first Partition of Poland, and

participation of Austrian forces in the Russo-Turkish War (1787-1792).

Josephine (Marie Josephine Rose Tascher de la Pagerie) (1763-1814)  Empress of

France and wife of Napoleon Bonaparte (1796-1809).

Joule, James Prescott (1818-1889)  English physicist, noted for his discovery

of the law of conservation of energy. The electrical unit of measure is named

after him.

Juan Carlos I (b. 1938)  Became Spanish king in 1975, successor to General

Francisco Franco. The son of the Carlist pretender Don Juan, he was designated

in 1954 by Franco as the next ruler of Spain. Juan Carlos succeeded to the

throne in 1975, after Franco's death. He withstood an attempted military coup

in which Spanish Civil Guardsmen stormed the Parliament and took many of the

country's leaders hostage.

Juarez, Benito (1806-1872)  Mexican national hero and president (1858-1861). He

took part in the overthrow of Santa Anna, and, as minister of justice, reduced

the power of the church and army in what is called the Ley Juarez. He emerged

victorious in the War of the Reform (1858-1861) and then led the opposition

government during the brief reign of Emperor Maximilian (1864-1867). After

Maximilian's fall, he was elected president (1867-1872) twice.

Judah  Southern part of the kingdom of Israel, a separate Israelite kingdom

after the northern part seceded (933 B.C.).

Judaism  One of the world's three great monotheistic religions. Modern Judaism

is actually rabbinic Judaism, which developed (from 1st century A.D.) from the

religion of the Jews of ancient Palestine. This forerunner of Judaism also gave

rise to Christianity. Rabbinic Judaism arose after the destruction of the

second Temple at Jerusalem. Rabbis (teachers) replaced the priests as religious

leaders, the autonomous synagogues replaced the Temple as the center of

worship, and prayer and study of the Torah were substituted for the sacrificial

rites of the Temple. The Judaic tradition evolved by the rabbis governed both

religious and secular life and preserved Jewish culture during the many

centuries in which the Jews were dispersed in various foreign lands.

Juliana (b. 1909)  Queen of the Netherlands (1948-1980). She stepped down in

favor of her daughter Beatrix (b. 1938), who became queen in April 1980.

Julian Calendar  Calendar instituted (46 B.C.) by Julius Caesar, dividing the

year into 12 months and making it 365 days, 11 hours in length. It was

superseded by the Gregorian calendar in most of Europe in 1582, although the

change was not made in England until 1752 and in Russia until after 1917.

Julian Emperors  The four emperors who ruled after Augustus from 14-68 A.D. who

were related in some way to Julius Caesar. They included Tiberius, Caligula,

Claudius, and Nero.

Julius II (1443-1513) Pope (1503-1513).  He returned the Papal States to church

control and joined in the Holy League against France. He was a great patron of

the arts, commissioning his own portrait by Raphael, the initial building of

St. Peter's in 1506 by Bramante, and the Creation frescoes on the ceiling of

the Sistine Chapel by Michelangelo.

July Revolution  Rebellion in July 1830 in France that resulted in the forced

abdication of Charles X and the crowning of Louis-Philippe. A victory for the

upper bourgeoisie over the aristocracy, the rebellion was brought about by

Charles's attempt to restore the absolutist Ancien Regime. It was sparked by

his selection of the unpopular Ultra royalist de Polignac to head the

government. To overcome opposition to de Polignac in the Chamber of Deputies,

Charles issued the July Ordinances of July 26, dissolving the chamber, changing

the electoral system, and imposing press censorship. Riots broke out in Paris,

Charles abdicated, and Louis-Philippe was chosen king in August by the

deputies.

June Days  Revolt between June 23 and 26, 1848 by workers in Paris, France,

during the early months of the Second Republic. Though workers had supported

the February Revolution of 1848, unemployment and failure of the work-relief

program (national workshops) failed to ease the workers' discontent. A mass

protest on May 15 in which workers briefly took over the National Assembly,

resulted in the decision to dismantle the national workshops. The ensuing

revolt engulfed Paris in bloody street fighting and brought down the interim

government. General Louis Cavaignac was granted dictatorial powers to restore

order, and finally put an end to the fighting.

Jung, Carl Gustav (1875-1961)  Swiss psychologist. One of his early works, The

Psychology of Dementia Praecox (1906), led to a collaboration with Freud. Jung

broke with Freud in 1913 after publishing The Psychology of the Unconscious
(1912). He developed the theory of personality types, extroverted and

introverted, and of the collective unconscious. See also Psychology.

Junkers  Members of the landlord ruling class in Prussia. In German politics

they formed the party of reaction and defense of landed interests and supported

Bismarck prior to the Franco-Prussian War (1870 and 1871).

Juno  Chief goddess in the Roman religion, wife and sister of Jupiter, and

guardian of women and marriage. She corresponds to the Greek goddess Hera.

Junta  Governmental committee. A junta is a council that exercises

administrative powers, usually in a political emergency or after the overthrow

of a government.

Justinian I (483-565 A.D.)  Byzantine emperor (527-565 A.D.). One of the great

rulers of the late empire, he is especially remembered for the legal codex,

Corpus Juris Civilis compiled at his direction. His reign saw expansion of the

empire, including reconquest of Africa from the Vandals (533-548) and Italy

from the Ostrogoths (535-554). Many public buildings were constructed during

his reign, including the Hagia Sophia.

Jutes  Ancient Germanic people, possibly from the area near the mouth of the

Rhine, who invaded England in the 5th century A.D. and settled in Kent and on

the Isle of Wight.

Juvenal (Decimus Junius Juvenalis) (1st-2nd century A.D.)  Leading Roman

satirical poet whose 16 verse satires described the follies and vices of Roman

life and served as models for later writers.

Kaaba (Caaba)  Sacred shrine in the Great Mosque at Mecca and the major site of

pilgrimage for the followers of Islam. Muslims face toward it when praying.

Kadet (Constitutional Democratic party)  Russian political party founded in

1905. A party of moderation, it was continually undermined by more radical

groups and ceased to function after 1917.

Kafirs (Kaffirs)  Term originally applied by Muslims to all unbelievers.

Adopted by the European settlers of South Africa, it was applied to the Bantu

-speaking native peoples of the area.

Kali  Hindu goddess, also known as the Black One. The consort of Shiva, she was

goddess of death and destruction and was worshiped by the Thugs.

Kalidasa (5th century? A.D.)  Indian dramatist, considered to be the greatest

Sanskrit writer and perhaps the greatest writer in India's history. The drama

Sakuntala is his best-known work.

Kalinin, Mikhail  Ivanovich (1875-1946)  Russian politician. Official head of

the Soviet Union (1919-1946), he was chairman of the Soviet central executive

committee (1919-1938) and of the Presidium (1938-1946).

Kalmucks (Kalmycks)  Nomadic people of Mongolian stock occupying the region of

the lower Volga River in the U.S.S.R. The Kalmucks migrated to the region in

the 1600s from Chinese Turkistan and were at first allies for the expanding

Russian Empire. In the 1700s they were made vassals, however, and Russian

oppression forced the Kalmucks into their disastrous journey back to China,

most in 1771. Of the 300,000 that began the trek, the majority were killed in

attacks by Russians, the Kazakh, and Kirghiz peoples. Those that reached

Chinese Turkistan settled in Sinkiang, northwestern China. The remaining

Kalmucks in Russia were exiled to Siberia after World War II for collaborating

with the Germans. They were released from exile in 1957.

Kamakura Shogunate  Period in Japanese history from 1192-1333 when members of

the Minamoto clan ruled Japan as shoguns. Minamoto Yoritomo, operating from

Kamakura (North of Kyoto) crushed the rival clans of Taira and Fujiwara and was

named shogun by the emperor in 1192. Yoritomo thus established the long period

of rule by the shoguns and the warrior class. Imperial administration was

quickly undermined during the Kamakura period and replaced by that of the

shoguns. Following Yoritomo's death in 1199, however, the Hojo clan came to

power as regents and became effective rulers under the Minamoto shoguns. The

Hojo clan (and the Kamakura shogunate) remained in power until Emperor Daigo II

led a successful revolt in 1333 in which he ended the Kamakura rule. He reigned

until 1336, when he in turn was ousted, thereby beginning a period of wars that

brought the Ashikaga shoguns to power. During the Kamakura shogunate, the

feudal system was established, foreign trade flourished, the Zen and Pure Land

sects of Buddhism were introduced to Japan, and there was a cultural flowering

as well.

Kamehameha I (Kamehameha the Great) (1758?-1819)  Hawaiian king who united and

ruled all the Hawaiian Islands (1810-1819) and established the Kamehameha

dynasty of Hawaiian rulers.

Kamenev, Lev Borisovich (1883-1936)  Russian Communist leader. He was a member,

with Stalin and Zinoviev, of the triumvirate that succeeded Lenin and opposed

L. Trotsky. He was executed in the Stalinist purge of the 1930s.

Kamikaze  Japanese word meaning "divine wind." It was originally applied to the

typhoon that destroyed a Mongol invasion fleet in 1281. In World War II it was

applied to the Japanese suicide pilots who tried to fly their bomb-loaded

planes into American ships.

Kammu (737-806)  Emperor of Japan and founder of Kyoto, the capital of Japan

until 1868. A strong ruler, he diminished the power of the Buddhists and

brought peace to Japan's northern borders.

Kanagawa, Treaty of (Perry Convention)  Treaty of March 31, 1854 between Japan

and the United States. The treaty was secured by Commodore Perry, who had

sailed to Japan (1853 and 1854) with a fleet of American warships to end

Japanese isolationism. It secured good treatment for American sailors, opened

two ports to trade and established an American consulate at Shimoda. It was the

model for later treaties with other Western powers.

Kanem-Bornu  African empire that flourished in the region around Lake Chad from

the 9th-19th century. It reached its height in the 16th and 17th centuries.

K'ang-hsi (1654-1722)  Chinese emperor (1661-1722). He extended China's rule to

Taiwan, Tibet, and Outer Mongolia, and encouraged the teaching of Western

mathematics and astronomy.

K'ang Sheng (1899-1975)  Chinese political leader. An active Communist since

the 1920s, he was a member of the Central Committee and the Politburo and was

one of the most powerful leaders in China.

Kaniska (Kanishka) (78?-103? A.D.)  Ruler of northern India and the most famous

Kushan king. He was an ardent Buddhist and may have introduced the belief to

China. Trade with the Romans was fostered during his reign.

Kant, Immanuel (1724-1804)  German philosopher. His metaphysical work Critique

of Pure Reason expressed his theories of what humans could know. His Critique

of Practical Reason (1788) gave his ethical beliefs, and his Critique of

Judgment (1790) combined and completed his philosophies. He engineered a

revolution in philosophy by focusing on what the human mind could subjectively

know rather than upon what was objectively "out there."

Kao Kang (1902-1955)  Chinese Communist leader. He was one of the most powerful

political figures in the Communist government until his purge in 1955 from the

party.

Kao Tsu (Liu Pang) (256-195 B.C.)  Chinese emperor (202?-195 B.C.). Originally

a peasant named Liu Pang, he seized power when the Ch'in dynasty collapsed. He

established the Han dynasty, which created the administrative system that

characterized Chinese rule until 1911.

Karageorge (b. George Petrovic) (1752?-1817)  Serbian patriot who led the

Serbian uprising against the Turks in 1804. He was named hereditary leader of

the Serbs in 1808, and founded the Karageorgevich dynasty that ruled Serbia

(1842-1858), and the kingdom of Serbs, Croats, and Slovenes (later Yugoslavia)

(1903-1945).

Karolyi, Mihaly, Count (1875-1955)  Hungarian statesman who sought Hungarian

autonomy within the Austro-Hungarian Empire. After World War I, he briefly

served as president of the Hungarian Republic in 1919 before the rise of Kun.

Kassem, Abdul Karim (1914-1963)  Iraqi political and military leader. After

leading a successful revolt in 1958 against the Iraqi monarchy he became the

first premier of the Iraqi Republic, but was overthrown and executed by the

Baath party in 1963.

Kassites  Ancient people, possibly originating in western Iran, who conquered

Babylonia and ruled there from the 18th-12th century B.C.

Kaunda, Kenneth (David) (b. 1924)  Zambian political leader who led the Zambian

independence movement and became Zambia's first president in 1964.

Kay, John (1704-1764)  English inventor of the flying shuttle in 1733, a major

advance in the development of mechanical weaving.

Keitel, Wilhelm (1882-1946)  German field marshal and chief of staff of the

German high command during World War II.

Kellogg-Briand Pact (Pact of Paris)  International agreement of 1928 declaring

an end to war as an instrument of national policy. Initiated by U.S. Secretary

of State Kellogg and French Foreign Minister Briand, the pact was originally

signed in Paris by 15 nations and ultimately was subscribed to by 62. The pact

was rendered ineffective by the lack of means of enforcement, by provisions

that allowed defensive wars, and wars to defend allies.

Kent, kingdom of  Ancient English kingdom. Founded by the Jutes in the 5th

century A.D., it rose to power in the 6th century under Aethelbert, but in the

9th century became part of the kingdom of Wessex.

Kenyatta, Jomo (1894-1978)  Kenyan political leader and statesman. He was a

leader in the Kenyan independence movement and became first president of the

Republic of Kenya in 1964-1978.

Kepler, Johannes (1571-1630)  German astronomer, author of three laws

describing planetary motion, now known as Kepler's laws. Kepler's work

contributed to the later work of Newton.

Kerensky, Aleksandr Feodorovich (1881-1970)  Russian revolutionary. He took

part in the February Revolution of 1917 that toppled the czarist government,

and served as premier of the Provisional Government from July until the

Bolshevik October Revolution.

Keynes, John Maynard, 1st baron of Tilton (1883-1946)  British economist whose

views have influenced the economic policies of many governments, notably

Roosevelt's New Deal. He wrote The General Theory of Employment, Interest, and

Money, which advocated government intervention in solving the unemployment

problems.

KGB  Russian political security police force. Its name comes from the Russian

"Committee for State Security." Created in 1954, it functioned as an espionage

agency as well as a force against internal subversion and domestic dissidence.

It ceased to exist with the collapse of the former U.S.S.R. See Communism.

Khanate of Khiva  Former khanate in south-central Asia, ruled by the Uzbeks. It

flourished from the 1500s until its conquest by Russia in 1873. The area is now

part of the independent republics of Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan since December

25, 1991.

Khartoum, battle of  Battle in 1885 between British forces and the forces of

the Mahdi, at Khartoum, Sudan. The British were besieged at Khartoum and were

finally overwhelmed, and British general Charles Gordon and all his garrison

were killed.

Khazars (Chazars)  Turkic people who ruled a powerful empire (6th-10th century)

located west of the Volga and north of the Black Sea in what was formerly

southeastern U.S.S.R. The Khazar Empire controlled trade between Byzantium and

the East and between the Arab Empire and Slavic peoples to the north. By the

8th century the Khazar ruling class had embraced Judaism and entered into close

relations with the Byzantines. The empire fell in 965 to invading Russian

armies and thereafter ceased to be a power.

Khmer Empire  Ancient empire of southeast Asia located in what are now Cambodia

and Laos. Established in the 6th century it rose to prominence in the 9th-15th

centuries, during which time Buddhism, Hinduism, Sanskrit literature, and other

elements of Indian culture flourished in the region. The empire reached its

height in the 12th and 13th centuries when the cities of Angkor Wat and Angkor

Thom were built. Its decline began in the 14th century with repeated invasions

by Annamese and Thais.

Khmer Rouge  Cambodian Communists. Supported by the Vietcong, the insurgent

group overthrew the government of Lon Nol in 1975, and, after a bloody rule,

was in turn overthrown by a Vietnamese-backed faction in 1978.

Khomeini, Ruhollah, Ayatollah (1900-1989)  Iranian religious leader, a Muslim

Shi'ite, and virtual dictator of Iran from January 31, 1979 as a result of the

Iranian revolution. He instituted a puritanical and repressive regime,

increasingly dominated by religious leaders. Declining to take responsibility

for actual government, even though his power was absolute, he contributed to

increasing turmoil and chaos, especially after Iraq's military attack on Iran

on September 22, 1980.

Khrushchev, Nikita Sergeyevich (1894-1971)  Russian Communist leader, first

secretary of the Communist party of the Soviet Union (1953-1964) and premier

(1958-1964). A member of the ruling Politburo from 1959, he won the power

struggle that erupted after Stalin's death in 1953 and that year replaced

Malenkov as the party's first secretary. His long tenure during the Cold War

era was marked by his de-Stalinization program in 1956, Russian intervention in

the Hungarian Revolution in 1956, erection of the Berlin Wall in 1961, the U-2

incident, failed Five-Year Plans, and the Cuban missile crisis in 1962. His

ouster in 1964 was brought on by failures in the Cuban crisis, agricultural

production, as well as deteriorating relations with China.

Khufu (Cheops) (2589-2566 B.C.)  Ancient Egyptian king of the 4th dynasty. He

built the great pyramid at Giza.

Khyber Pass  Steep mountain pass on the border of Pakistan and Afghanistan. It

has long been a commercial route to India as well as an invasion route for such

conquerors as Alexander the Great and Tamerlane.

Kido Koin (Kido Takayoshi) (1833-1877)  Japanese statesman. He helped to

overthrow the Japanese shogunate in 1866 and restore imperial rule. He

subsequently helped to end feudalism in Japan and institute constitutional

government.

Kierkegaard, Soren (1813-1855)  Danish philosopher and religious writer whose

works had a tremendous influence on the development of modern Existentialism.

Kierkegaard opposed the philosophical system of the dialectic advanced by Hegel

and held that people's existence must be governed by their own conscious

choice. He also advanced the theory that in religion "truth is subjectivity."

See also Philosophy.

Kim II-sung (Kim Song Ju) (b. 1912)  Leader of the Democratic People's Republic

of Korea (North Korea) since 1948. In 1972 he took the title of president and

made his son his heir.

Kindi (Al-Kindi) (9th century)  Arab philosopher. He translated Aristotle's

work into Arabic and attempted to reconcile Aristotelian and Neoplatonist

thought. His extensive writings dealt with medicine, astrology, and

mathematics.

King (William Lyon), MacKenzie (1874-1950)  Prime minister and leader of the

Liberal party in Canada during most of the years from 1920 to 1948. He kept

Canada's English and French populations united during World War II and the

postwar period.

Kitchener, Horatio Herbert, 1st earl (1850-1916)  British field marshal and

statesman. He conquered the Sudan and reoccupied Khartoum in 1898, and was

chief of staff in the South African War. As secretary of war (1914-1916), he

greatly expanded Britain's military forces.

Knights Hospitallers (Knights of St. John) (Knights of Jerusalem) (in full

Order of the Hospital of St. John of Jerusalem)  Important religious and

military order founded in about 1099 in Jerusalem by Gerard de Martignes.

Dedicated to the healing and protection of pilgrims to the Holy Land, the order

grew rich and powerful during the Crusades. Grateful knights, healed at the

order's hospital, made bequests of money and land, while the knights of the

order undertook military operations in its name. The misfortunes of the

Crusaders and the rise of Turkish power, however, forced the order to relocate

several times after the fall of Jerusalem in 1187: to Acre in 1189, to Cyprus

in 1291, to Rhodes in 1310, which they conquered, and to Malta in 1530. The

order declined in importance after being driven out of Rhodes. Napoleon's

conquest of Malta in 1798 effectively brought the order to an end. In 1879 it

was reorganized and revived as a charitable organization.

Knights Templars (Templars) (Knights of the Temple of Solomon)  Important

religious military order founded about 1119 during the Crusades by Hugh de

Payens at Jerusalem to protect Christian pilgrims from Muslim attacks. It

subsequently grew into a powerful army in service against the Muslims and,

through bequests, gained considerable wealth and lands in Europe. After the

failure of the Crusades, the Templars became a powerful banking group and

thereby aroused opposition by the European nobility. French King Philip IV,

with consent of Pope Clement V, began persecutions in 1307 of the Templars. By

1314, its property had been confiscated, and the order ceased to exist.

Knox, John (1514-1572)  Scottish reformer and founder of the Church of

Scotland. With the beginning of the Scottish Reformation in 1557, Knox returned

to Scotland in 1559 to lead the fight against Catholic armies. Following the

establishment of the Church of Scotland, Knox and others wrote the First Book

of Discipline setting forth the basic organization of the church.

Koch, Robert (1843-1910)  German bacteriologist, a leading figure in the

founding of bacteriology. His contributions include the discovery of the

organisms causing anthrax in 1876 and those causing tuberculosis in 1882.

Koguryo  Ancient Korean kingdom, founded between the 2nd and 1st centuries B.C.

In 668 it was overrun by the Chinese T'ang and Korean Silla dynasties, and was

incorporated into the kingdom of Silla.

Kohl, Helmut (b. 1930)  Chancellor of West Germany since 1983. He presided over

Germany's economic boom, which was slowed in the late 1980s by the unification

with the former German Democratic Republic (East Germany). See East European

Revolution; German Unification.

Koran (Quran)  The sacred book of Islam. A compilation of the revelations

received by Muhammad during his lifetime, it is one of the world's most

influential books and the major unifying force in the Islamic religion. The

authorized version was written in 650 by Muhammad's secretary, Zaid ibn Thabit,

by order of the caliph Uthaman. Divided into 114 chapters (suras), the Koran

sets forth religious doctrine and codes concerning conduct of the followers of

Islam. Accepted as the word of God, the Koran is above doubt or criticism in

the Islamic world.

Korean War  War (1950-1953) between the North Koreans, backed by the Communist

Chinese, and the South Koreans, backed by U.N. peace forces (principally U.S.

troops). Korea was ravaged by the war and there were some 4 million casualties

(2 million of them civilians). The war was caused by various factors, including

the Communists' desire to reunite Korea under their rule and the rise of Cold

War tensions between Communist and non-Communist nations. Korea had been

divided at the end of World War II, with Soviet forces occupying the territory

north of the 38th parallel, and U.S. forces to the south of it. Plans to

reunite the country were never instituted. A Communist government was

established in the North and a pro-Western government evolved in the South.

Thus the Communist invasion of the South in 1950 became a part of the larger

Cold War between the Communists and the United States and its Western allies.

Koryo  Korean kingdom (935-1392) from which the name Korea is derived. During

its existence the Korean peninsula was unified.

Kosciusko, Thaddeus (1746-1817)  Polish general and champion of Polish

independence. He fought with distinction against the British in the American

Revolution, then fought unsuccessfully in Poland against the Russians (1792

-1793). After the second Partition of Poland in 1793, he led a rebellion in

1794 against both Russian and Prussian forces. This led to the third Partition

of Poland and his imprisonment (1794-1796).

Kossuth, Louis (Lajos) (1802-1894)  Hungarian revolutionary, one of the leading

figures in the Hungarian Revolution of 1848. He led the Republic of Hungary

briefly in 1849, but was forced to resign in the face of Russian and Austrian

intervention.

Kosygin, Aleksey Nikolayevich (1904-1980)  Russian statesman who succeeded

Khrushchev as premier (1964-1980). He played a major role in Soviet economic

planning. As premier, he shared power with Brezhnev for a time but was

gradually overshadowed.

Kremlin  Triangular citadel in Moscow, once a fortress, and was the seat of the

government of the former U.S.S.R. Originally constructed in 1156 and modified

considerably thereafter, the Kremlin is surrounded by a wall topped by 20

towers. Inside are numerous buildings that were once cathedrals, armories, and

palaces, now used for government purposes. The center of czarist government

until 1792, when Peter the Great made St. Petersburg capital, it became the

seat of the revolutionary government in 1918. Since December 1991 it is the

seat of the Russian government.

Krishna  One of the leading Hindu divinities, the 8th incarnation of Vishnu.

Kublai Khan (1215-1294)  Mongol emperor (1260-1290). He was founder of the

Mongol Yuan dynasty in China. He ruled China and nominally controlled a vast

Mongol empire that stretched across Asia. His military expeditions against

Korea and Burma were successful, but he failed in his attacks on Japan between

1274 and 1281. He was a great builder, and the splendor of his court was

recorded by Marco Polo.

Kulturkampf  German Chancellor O. Bismarck's struggle between 1871 and 1883 to

assert government control over the Roman Catholic church. Precipitated by the

declaration in 1870 of papal infallibility (which expanded papal powers at the

expense of secular leaders), conflict between the church and state governments

broke out in Germany and other European countries. In Germany, Bismarck had, by

1872, taken steps to limit Catholic influence, including expulsion of the

Jesuits. He instituted the May, or Falk, Laws (May 1873), which further limited

church powers, and then mandated in 1875 civil marriage services. Resistance by

German clergymen and the Catholic Center party's 1878 election victory forced

Bismarck to moderate.

Kun, Bela (1886-1939)  Hungarian Communist leader who briefly headed a Soviet

republic in Hungary in 1919. Later a leader of the Comintern, he became a

victim of the Stalinist purges of the 1930s.

Kuomintang (KMT)  Chinese Nationalist political party, the ruling party in

China (1928-1949). Following the Communist takeover in 1949 on the mainland,

the KMT formed the opposition government in Taiwan. Organized in 1912 as a

political party after the Chinese Revolution of 1911, it was led by Sun Yat-sen

and called for parliamentary government. Banned in 1913, the party organized

opposition governments between 1917 and 1923 under Sun and then joined in 1923

with the Chinese Communist party (CCP). The KMT launched in 1926 the Northern

Expedition and, by 1928, after breaking with the CCP the previous year, took

control of the government. Civil war between the Nationalists and the

Communists raged almost continuously thereafter until the CCP expelled the KMT

in 1949.

Kushan Empire  Empire established over much of northern India, Afghanistan, and

territories to the North from 78-220 A.D. by the Kushanas, a people from

central Asia. They declined at about the time of the rise of the Sassanidae.

Kwang Hsu (1872-1908)  Emperor of China (1875-1908). After assuming authority

in 1889, he issued several edicts to institute reform in China during the

"hundred days of reform." His aunt Tz'u Hsi soon resumed the regency, ending

Kwang's rule.

Labor unions  Organizations of workers for improvement of pay, benefits, and

working conditions. Unions are the chief manifestation of the labor movement,

which rose in response to the new economic and social order brought about by

the Industrial Revolution. Early unions in Europe date from the 1700s and were

at first suppressed by law. During the 1800s unions generally won legal

recognition and greatly increased their memberships.

Labour party  British political party, founded in 1900 by a coalition of trade

unions with participation by members of the Fabian Society. Though openly

committed to Socialist ideals since 1918, the party has traditionally favored

specific legislative programs over ideology. The party formed its first

government between 1922 and 1924 under Ramsay MacDonald, who again led the

government between 1929 and 1931. The Labour party joined the coalition

government under Churchill during World War II and, after a major victory at

the polls in 1945, formed the government of Clement Attlee (1945-1951). During

Attlee's ministry, major Socialist programs were enacted, including

nationalization of railroads, banks, mines, and utilities, and establishment of

a national health plan. Ousted by the conservatives, the Labour party returned

to power under Wilson (1964-1970, 1974-1976) and under Callaghan (1976-1979).

Ladislaus I (1040-1095)  King of Hungary (1077-1095). One of Hungary's national

heroes, he defended the country against the Poles, Russians, and Tatars and

conquered Croatia.

Ladislaus II (Jagiello) (1350?-1434)  King of Poland (1386-1434). Ladislaus,

grand duke of Lithuania, married Polish Queen Jadwiga, became king, and thereby

founded the Jagiello dynasty. During his reign, he warred against the Teutonic

Knights and, by his victories made Poland a great power.

Lafayette, Marie Joseph Paul Yves Roch Gilbert du Motier, marquis de (La

Fayette) (1757-1834)  French soldier and political leader, a hero of the

American Revolution and the early French Revolution. During the French

Revolution, he was a prominent member of the bourgeois faction; served in the

Assembly of Notables, the States-General, the National Assembly (vice

president, 1789); and drafted the Declaration of the Rights of Man in 1789. He

fell from prominence when, frightened by the growing extremism of the

revolution, he ordered the Paris National Guard to fire on a mob in July of

1791. Under threat of trial for his opposition to radical republicanism, he

defected to Austria in 1792. Returned to France by Napoleon in 1799, he lived

quietly until the July Revolution of 1830 when he helped install King Louis

Philippe.

Laissez-faire  Economic theory popular during the 18th and 19th centuries,

which assumed an underlying natural order in economic systems. Thus, it was

believed, individuals left to their own initiative (i.e., free from government

regulation) would naturally produce the greatest good for themselves and

society as a whole. Adam Smith and John Stuart Mill became the leading

exponents of the doctrine in Britain, where it appealed to the commercial

interests of the Industrial Revolution.

Lao-tze (Lao-tzu) (604-531 B.C.)  Chinese classical philosopher. The reputed

founder of Taoism, he preached conformity to the Tao, or eternal spirit of

right conduct, and is considered one of the great figures of Chinese history.

La Salle, Robert Cavelier, sieur de (1643-1687)  French explorer in North

America. He claimed the Mississippi Valley region for France in 1682 and named

it Louisiana.

Las Casas, Bartolome de (1474-1566)  Spanish missionary and historian. He

worked to improve the treatment of South American Indians by the Spanish,

helped bring about the New Laws of 1542, and wrote the Historia General de las

Indias.

Lateran Councils  Councils of the Roman Catholic church at Rome. First (9th

ecumenical): Convened by Pope Calixtus II in 1123 it reaffirmed decisions of

the Concordat of Worms regarding the Investiture Controversy. Second (10th

ecumenical): Convened in 1139 by Pope Innocent II, it ended the schism created

by election of antipope Anacletus II (reigned 1130-1138), and forbade marriage

by monks, nuns, and other clerics. Third (11th ecumenical): Convened in 1179 by

Pope Alexander III, it came after restoration of peace between the pope and

Holy Roman Emperor Frederick I. The council ordered that the pope be elected

solely by the college of cardinals (by a two-thirds majority) and proclaimed

the Albigensian Crusade. Fourth (12th ecumenical): Convened in 1215 by Pope

Innocent III, it is considered one of the great councils. It instituted many

lasting organizational and procedural reforms, proclaimed the Crusades to

recover the Holy Land, defined thc doctrine of transubstantiation, and

established the Easter Duty. Fifth (18th ecumenical): Held (1512-1517) under

Popes Julius II and Leo X, the council opposed attempts to revive conciliarism

and issued the Concordat of 1516, providing for a settlement of disputes

between the pope and French king Louis XII.

Lateran Treaty  Agreement on February 11, 1929 between Italy and the papacy,

settling the Roman Question. During the unification of Italy, the kingdom of

Italy seized control of the Papal States and the city of Rome. The new

government offered the pope compensation for the territories taken and rights

to the Vatican and Lateran. But the pope refused and thus created the Roman

Question. Negotiations began in 1926 and the final agreement was reached in

1929. It provided for creation of Vatican City as an independent state,

establishment of Roman Catholicism as the state religion in Italy, and a large

financial compensation to the church for loss of the Papal States.

Latin America  Term used to refer to the Spanish and Portuguese-speaking

countries south of the southwest border of the United States, including Mexico

and the nations of Central America and South America.

Latin Empire of Constantinople  Feudal empire centered at Constantinople

between 1204 and 1261. It was established by leaders of the Fourth Crusade

after they captured the Byzantine capital of Constantinople in 1204 and divided

various Byzantine lands among themselves and their Venetian bankers. Viewed as

a Western intrusion, in Eastern lands, it began to decline soon after its

creation. The empire suffered the hostility of the local population, incursions

of the Bulgars and Turks, and resistance by the Byzantine emperors, who retired

across the Bosporus to form the empire of Nicaea. The empire lapsed after

Byzantine emperor Michael VIII retook Constantinople in 1261.

Latin Kingdom of Jerusalem  Kingdom established in 1099 in Palestine and Syria

by leaders of the First Crusade. A feudal kingdom, it included the cities of

Jerusalem, Acre, and Tyre and controlled Antioch, Edessa, and Tripoli.

Subsequent crusades were unsuccessful against the Muslims, and Jerusalem fell

in 1187 to Saladin. Thereafter Muslim armies made further conquest and expelled

the last Christian forces from the region by the capture of Acre in 1291.

Latins  Ancient people that inhabited Latium, a plain in what is now central

Italy. Romans were Latins and Rome was one of the early Latin cities

established in the region. The cities formed confederations to resist the

Etruscans and Samnites and Rome gradually emerged as the dominant power.

Latin Wars  Wars (340-338 B.C.) in which a number of Italian cities sought

equality with Rome. With their defeat by Rome, some of these states were made

into colonies, others into states dependent upon Rome, and others ceded land

for settlement by the Romans.

Laurier, Sir Wilfrid (1841-l919)  Canadian statesman and first French-Canadian

prime minister (1896-1911). A leader of the Liberal party, he worked to develop

the Canadian West.

Lausanne, Treaty of  1. Treaty on October 18, 1912 concluding the Italo-Turkish

War. The treaty called for Turkey's withdrawal from Tripoli. 2. Treaty on July

24, 1923 that formally ended hostilities of the Greco-Turkish War (1920-1922)

and modified terms of the Treaty of Sevres. By it Turkey regained control of

the Dardanelles, eastern Thrace, and other territories, including Smyrna.

Laval, Francois Xavier de (Laval-Montmorency, Francois Xavier) (1623?-1708)

French cleric, the first Catholic bishop in Canada. He founded the seminary of

Quebec in 1663, which became Laval University.

Laval, Pierre (1883-1945)  French politician. As premier of the Vichy

government during World War II (1942-1944), he instituted forced labor and

other harsh measures in France.

Lavalleja, Juan Antonio (1786-1853)  Uruguayan revolutionary. He led a group,

known as the Thirty-three Immortals, and declared Uruguayan independence from

Brazil in 1825.

Lavoisier, Antoine Laurent (1743-1794)  French chemist. He explained the role

of oxygen in combustion.

Law, Andrew Bonar (1858-1923)  British statesman. He succeeded Arthur Balfour

as Conservative party leader in the House of Commons (1911-1915), where he

opposed Irish Home Rule. He became prime minister (1922 and 1923).

Lawrence, Charles (1709-1760)  British general and governor of Nova Scotia

(1756-1760). He was largely responsible for the deportation of French colonials

from Acadia (in Canada) after the British took over this French colony.

Lawrence, Thomas Edward (Lawrence of Arabia) (1888-1935)  English soldier and

author. During World War I, he led the Arab troops of Faisal I in revolt

against the Turks and described his adventures in The Seven Pillars of Wisdom

(1926).

League of Nations  International organization (1919-1946) formed to maintain

peace and security in the post-World War I world. Though the league generally

failed in its aims during the 1930s, it provided a foundation for the U.N.

organization that succeeded it. Provided for by the Paris Conference of 1919

(largely due to American president Wilson's efforts) and the Treaty of

Versailles of 1919, the league consisted of a secretariat, council, assembly,

and the Permanent Court of International Justice. Original members included the

World War I Allies and neutral nations, which were later joined by other

nations. The United States, however, did not join because of isolationist

sentiment in Congress. This and the provision for unanimous assent in both the

assembly and council seriously weakened the league. Though it was generally

successful in social and economic matters, it failed to effectively promote

disarmament. Then, beginning with Japan's occupation of Manchuria in 1931, the

inability of the league to prevent armed aggression by Japan, Italy, and

Germany followed in the 1930s, and with the outbreak of World War II, the

league collapsed. It was officially dissolved in 1946.

Leakey, Louis Seymour Bazett (1903-1972)  British archaeologist and

anthropologist. He is noted for his controversial interpretations of extremely

ancient humanoid fossils, which indicated that forerunners of humans were much

older than previously thought. His wife, Mary Leakey, discovered in 1959 the

noted Zinjanthropus fossil remains (believed 1.75 million years old) in the

Olduvai Gorge, Tanzania. Leakey subsequently discovered in 1961 a more direct

ancestor of humans, the Homo habilis.

Leclerc, Charles Victor Emmanuel (1772-1802)  French general, Napoleon's

brother-in-law. He died of yellow fever contracted while putting down a revolt

in Haiti led by Toussaint L'Ouverture.

Lee Kuan Yew (b. 1923)  Became first prime minister of the Republic of

Singapore in 1959.

Leeuwenhoek, Antony van (1632-1723)  Dutch scientist. Using microscopes he made

himself, he became the first to describe accurately bacteria, protozoa, red

corpuscles, spermatozoa, striped muscle, and many other microscopic cells and

organisms.

Legalism  A Chinese philosophy of government dating from the 2nd century B.C.

One of its leading exponents was the scholar Itan Fei-tzu who favored a highly

efficient, strict, and powerful government with a ruler with absolute power.

Legalism was put into practice by Shih Huang-Ti. He was the founder of the

Ch'in dynasty but the dynasty lasted only a short time. However, the highly

centralized government created by the Ch'in under the influence of the legalist

philosophy was a long-lasting feature of Chinese government.

Legion  Unit of the Roman army. It was in use from about 400 B.C. to the time

of the German invasions and, though its composition and organization varied

through this period, generally consisted of 4,000-6,000 infantrymen arranged in

8 ranks. Other units, such as cavalry, were also part of the legion.

Legislative Assembly  Name of the national representative body of revolutionary

France (1791 and 1792). Dominated by the moderate Girondists, it was replaced

by the National Convention after the overthrow of the monarchy. During the

Second Republic, the name was revived for the assembly, which sat for 2 years

(1849-1851).

Leibniz, Gottfried Wilhelm, baron von (Leibnitz) (1646-1716)  German

philosopher and mathematician. Leibniz developed new notations for calculus and

a theory of infinitesimal calculus that predated Newton's findings by 3 years.

Leicester, Robert Dudley, earl of (1532?-1588)  English courtier who won the

favor of Queen Elizabeth I but did not succeed in marrying her. A member of the

Puritan sect, he opposed Catholics in England and advocated war with Spain.

Leif Ericson (1000?)  Norse explorer, son of Eric the Red. On a voyage to

Greenland, he apparently went off course and landed somewhere in North America,

which he called Vinland. He wintered there and then went on to Greenland. By

another account, he first went to Greenland and then sailed westward on a

voyage of discovery.

Leipzig, battle of (Nations)  Major defeat in 1813 for Napoleon during the

Napoleonic Wars. The battle resulted in the loss of Germany and Poland.

Lenin, Nikolai (pseud. of Ulyanov, Vladimir Ilich) (1870-1924)  Russian

Communist leader, a central figure in the Russian Revolution, and founder of

the Bolsheviks. On the outbreak of the Russian Revolution of 1917, Lenin's

return to Russia was arranged by the Germans, who were counting on the

revolution to eliminate Russia from participation in World War I. In Russia,

Lenin opposed the provisional government, advocating instead a dictatorship of

the proletariat. Lenin's Bolshevik faction gradually gained control of the

Soviets in ensuing months and finally ousted the provisional government in the

October Revolution of 1917. Lenin became dictator and, aided by Stalin,

Trotsky, and others, arranged the Treaty of Brest-Litovsk in 1918 with Germany,

turned Russian factories over to workers, ended private ownership of land,

nationalized banks, and introduced other radical reforms. Consolidating his

position, Lenin successfully opposed attempts at counterrevolution between 1918

and 1921 and crushed his political opponents. By the time of his death in 1924,

he ruled virtually without opposition and had succeeded in laying the

foundations of the Russian Communist state.

Leninism  Term applied to the political, economic, and social theories advanced

by Lenin. His theories were built on the teachings of Karl Marx and included a

new perception of imperialism. Lenin held that imperialist powers would, in

their exploitation of underdeveloped regions, come into conflict with each

other and thereby sow the seeds of their own destruction. Leninism was also

marked by its authoritarian temper, especially in its concept of the

revolutionary party as an elite, highly disciplined organization.

Leo I, Saint (400-461 A.D.)  Italian-born pope (440-461). One of the important

popes of the early church. He actively opposed heresy and his doctrines

regarding the two natures of Jesus in one person were adopted at the Council of

Chalcedon.

Leo III, Saint (d. 816)  Italian-born pope (795-816). He crowned Charlemagne as

Roman emperor in 800, thus re-creating the Roman Empire in the West and

establishing the tradition by which the pope conferred imperial authority on

the emperor.

Leo III (the Isaurian) (680-741)  Byzantine emperor (717-741) and founder of

the Isaurian dynasty. He defeated the last Arab siege of Constantinople (717

and 718) and began the long controversy over iconoclasm in 726.

Leo VI (Leo the Wise) (Leo the Philosopher) (866-912)  Byzantine emperor (886

-912) whose compilation of imperial law, the Basilica, was adopted as the

Byzantine Empire's legal code.

Leo X (Medici, Giovanni de') (1475-1521)  Italian-born pope (1513-1521). His

main interest was in the arts. He excommunicated M. Luther in 1521 for

initiating a protest against the sale of indulgences during his reign and thus

figured in the beginning of the Protestant Reformation.

Leo XIII (Pecci, Gioacchino) (1810-1903)  Italian-born pope (1878-1903). He

helped end the anti-Catholic Kulturkampf in Germany and worked to end friction

between the papacy and secular governments elsewhere.

Leonardo da Vinci (1452-1519)  Italian painter, sculptor, architect, engineer,

and scientist who was one of the greatest figures of the Renaissance and who is

today remembered as the archetypal "Renaissance man" for his multifaceted

genius.

Leonidas (d. 480 B.C.)  King of Sparta (491-480 B.C.). He became a Spartan hero

when he led the unsuccessful defense of the pass of Thermopylae in 480 B.C.

against invading Persians during the Persian Wars. He and his force of 300

Spartans were killed in the battle.

Leopold II (1747-1792)  Holy Roman emperor (1790-1792), successor to his

brother, Joseph II. An enlightened despot, he repealed many of his brother's

reforms, which were then precipitating rebellion in Hapsburg domains. He

subsequently joined Prussia in the Declaration of Pillnitz, a cause of the

French Revolutionary Wars (1792-1802).

Leopold II (1835-1909)  King of Belgium (1865-1909). He sent explorer H.

Stanley to the Congo, which he later used to base his claim on the region. The

Congo Free State was recognized to be under his personal control in 1885 until

reports of this ruthless exploitation of the natives forced the Belgian

government to take it over in 1908.

Lepanto, battle of  Naval victory on October 7, 1571 for Christian allies of

the Holy League over the Ottoman navy. Little more than a temporary setback for

the Ottoman Turks, the battle marked the first major defeat of the Turks by

Christian forces.

Lepidus, Marcus Aemilius (d. 13 B.C.)  Roman statesman. With Mark Antony and

Octavian, a member of the second triumvirate (43-36 B.C.) that ruled Rome after

the assassination of Julius Caesar. He was forced from power in 36 B.C. after

attempting to revolt against Octavian.

Lesseps, Ferdinand Marie, vicomte de (1805-1894)  French diplomat and engineer.

He originated the idea of the Suez Canal and directed its construction (1859

-1869). His Panama Canal project ended in scandal and a French government

inquiry.

Lettres de cachet  French warrants. These secret letters were used to imprison

or exile personal enemies of the king or nobility (from the 17th century). They

were outlawed by the National Assembly in 1789.

Levant  Term used for those countries on the eastern shore of the

Mediterranean, from Egypt to Greece. It sometimes also refers to the former

French Levant states, Syria and Lebanon.

Leyte gulf, battle of (Philippine Sea, battle of)  Major World War II victory

for the United States in battle against the Japanese on October 23-25, 1944.

Considered one of the greatest sea and air battles, the victory enabled the

United States to reconquer the Philippines.

Liberalism  Generally, a philosophy that advocates maintaining the freedom of

individuals from outside restraints. It is characterized by a belief in the

fundamental goodness and rationality of humankind and belief in continuing

change as a means to perfect the order of things. Thus it often arises in

opposition to conservatism. Fueled by ideas of the Enlightenment, liberalism

flourished in the 18th-19th centuries as a movement toward greater personal

liberty, toward restrictions on government powers, and toward such persuasive

doctrines as laissez-faire economics. By the 20th century however, the focus of

liberalism had been changed by disparity between industrialists' wealth and the

lot of the worker. Thus in modern times, liberalism became concerned with

freeing the individual from economic and social restraints. To do this,

liberals have sought to institute government programs to provide basic

protections for the individual, such as social security, welfare, and other

minimum-maintenance programs.

Liberal party  British party that, with the Conservative party, was one of the

two major parties in that country between 1832 and 1931. Formed from the Whig

party after the Reform Bill of 1832, the Liberal party embraced many

progressive social-reform causes including extension of the franchise and Home

Rule for Ireland. At the same time, it favored laissez-faire capitalism and

free trade. The party placed many prime ministers in office, such as Gladstone,

Asquith, and, during World War I, Lloyd George. The party declined from the

1920s vis-a-vis the Labour party because of its adherence to laissez-faire

doctrines. It finally split in 1931 and thereafter became a minor party. A

revival in the 1970s brought back to it the votes of about 15 percent of the

electorate.

Liberal Union  British political party formed in 1886 by disaffected members of

the Liberal party. They opposed the policies of W. Gladstone.

Li Hung-chang (1823-1901)  Chinese statesman. He commanded forces against the

Taiping Rebellion (1861-1864), founded the Chinese navy, and became the

dominant figure in Chinese foreign affairs after 1872. He worked to improve

relations with the West and to modernize China.

Liliuokalani (1838-1917)  Queen of the Hawaiian Islands (1891-1893). She

succeeded her brother King Kalakaua and was deposed for trying to resist

changes in the constitution.

Lin Piao (1907-1971)  Chinese Communist general and politician. After the Long

March (1934 and 1935), he became commander of Communist forces in the northeast

against Chiang Kai-shek's Nationalist army. He became heir apparent to Mao Tse

-tung after replacing Liu Shao-ch'i in 1966 as second-in-command of the Chinese

Communist party.

Li Po (Li Tai Po) (700-762)  Chinese T'ang dynasty poet, considered one of

China's greatest.

Lister, Joseph, 1st baron (1827-1912)  English surgeon, founder of antiseptic

surgery.

Litvinov, Maxim Maximovich (1876-1951)  Russian Communist diplomat. As

commissar of foreign affairs between 1930 and 1939, he sought cooperation with

Western nations against the Axis Powers. He was ambassador to the United States

(1941-1943).

Liu Shao-ch'i (1898-1974)  Chinese Communist leader. A recognized authority on

party organization, he was head of state between 1959 and 1968 and heir

apparent under Mao Tse-tung. He was ousted during the Cultural Revolution.

Livingstone, David (1813-1873)  Scottish missionary and explorer. Arriving in

Africa as a medical missionary in 1841, Livingstone explored its interior, and

his discoveries included Victoria Falls and the Zambezi River.

Livy (59 B.C.-17 A.D.)  Great Roman historian Sponsored by Emperor Augustus,

Livy wrote the collection of 142 books known as the Annals of Rome, which cover

the history of Rome from its founding in 753-9 B.C. Thirty-five books are

extant and fragments and summaries of all but two remain.

Li Yuan (565-635)  Chinese emperor (618-627) and founder of the T'ang dynasty.

An official in the Sui dynasty government, he led a revolt in 617 that put him

in power.

Lloyd George, David, 1st earl of Dwyfor (1863-1945)  Controversial, Welsh-born,

British statesman, and liberal prime minister (1916-1922). After ousting

Asquith, he became prime minister and, during his term of office, helped bring

the United States into World War I, played a major role in negotiating the

Treaty of Versailles, and set up the Irish Free State.

Locarno Pact  Agreement signed on October 16, 1925 at Locarno, Switzerland, by

Germany and other European powers, guaranteeing the post-World War I borders of

the Rhineland, Belgium, France, and Germany. A major step in Germany's reentry

to postwar world affairs, the agreement was preceded by several treaties

between individual signatories and eventually led to Germany's acceptance into

the League of Nations. The pact was denounced by Hitler and was finally broken

when the Germans demilitarized the Rhineland in 1936.

Locke, John (1632-1704)  English philosopher who founded British empiricism.

His doctrines on natural rights influenced the writing of the Declaration of

Independence and the Constitution of the United States. In his Essay Concerning

Human Understanding, he described the human mind and the process by which it

acquires knowledge through the five senses. Natural rights, he believed,

included the rights of property, the pursuit of happiness, and religious

toleration. Locke held that governments were social compacts and should be

based on natural laws. His philosophy greatly influenced the thinking of the

18th-century Enlightenment and provided a philosophical basis for the American

and French Revolutions. See also Philosophy.

Lollardy  English church reform movement that began in the 1300s at Oxford.

Some Lollard doctrines are said to have presaged those of the Reformation.

Started by John Wycliffe, the movement spread throughout England. Persecutions

began in 1399 under Henry IV and, after two rebellions were suppressed (1414,

1431), the movement went underground, surviving until the rise of the

Reformation in the 1500s. Lollard doctrines, as set forth in their Twelve

Conclusions (1395) and elsewhere, include: condemnation of the papacy; belief

in primacy of the Scriptures; denial of transubstantiation; opposition to war;

and condemnation of sacramentals, confession, pilgrimages, clerical celibacy,

and other practices of the Catholic church.

Lombard League  Alliance formed in 1167 by the Lombard cities in northern Italy

against Holy Roman Emperor Frederick I (Barbarossa). Following attempts by

Frederick to enforce his authority over the cities, they formed the league with

the support of Pope Alexander III and successfully resisted Frederick's armies.

By the Peace of Constance in 1183, Frederick guaranteed the cities their

freedom and the league ceased to be important. It was reactivated in 1226 to

defend against attacks by Holy Roman Emperor Frederick II. Cities in the league

included Milan, Venice, Mantua, Padua, and Brescia.

Lombards, kingdom of  Kingdom in Italy formed in the 6th century by Germanic

tribes known as the Lombards. Led by Aloin, these tribes migrated south and

conquered (568-572) most of the north and parts of central and southern Italy.

After a period of initial instability, the kingdom flourished (7th and 8th

centuries) with its center at Pavia. Frankish conquest of the kingdom was

provoked by Lombard invasions of the Papal States. The Franks, under Pepin the

Short, invaded Lombard domains in 751 to aid Pope Stephen II. When Lombard king

Desiderius again attacked Rome in 772, Charlemagne completely conquered the

Lombard kingdom and ended its existence as an independent state.

Long March  Heroic march undertaken between 1934 and 1935 by the remnants of

the Chinese Communist army during the Chinese Civil War. When Chinese

Nationalists surrounded their base in southeast China, about 100,000 Communist

soldiers broke out of the trap on October 15, 1934. During their subsequent

6,000-mile march to a new base in Shensi province in northwest China, the

Communists crossed rugged terrain and were harried by Nationalist forces. Mao

Tse-tung became leader of the Chinese Communist party during the march, and, by

the time the Communists reached Shensi, over half had died or been killed.

Long Parliament  Name for the English Parliament that sat from November 1640 to

March 1660 during the English Civil War period. Called by Charles I to raise

money, the Parliament refused, and civil war broke out soon after. After

Charles's defeat, the Parliament was purged of 143 members, mostly

Presbyterians believed to be royalist sympathizers who were forcibly removed.

Reduced to 60 members, it thereafter became known as the Rump Parliament.

Later, Charles I was tried and executed by the Parliament, which was twice

dissolved for intervals by Oliver Cromwell and was succeeded by the Convention

Parliament.

Lon Nol (b. 1913)  Cambodian military leader. He was premier between 1966 and

1967, and took control of the government after overthrowing Prince Sihanouk in

1970. Reverses in the civil war with Communist Khmer Rouge guerrillas

eventually drove him from office in 1975.

Lost tribes of Israel  Ten tribes of Israel that were exiled from there by

Assyrian king Sargon in 722 B.C. Their fate is unknown, but several theories

assert that they became the ancestors of various peoples, including the Anglo

-Saxons, American Indians, and Ethiopians.

Lothair I (795-855)  Carolingian emperor in title (840-855), a successor to his

father, Louis I, and grandson of Charlemagne. His defeat at Fontenoy in 841

marked the end of his attempts to reunite the Carolingian Empire under his

rule. By the Treaty of Verdun in 843, he became ruler of Lotharingia, the

middle portion of the divided empire.

Lothair II (1075-1137)  Holy Roman emperor (1133-1137). He was elected to

succeed Henry V, and his was the first case in which an elective monarchy came

to power over a rival, hereditary claimant.

Lotharingia  Kingdom created by the division of the Carolingian Empire into

three parts. Lotharingia (then also called Francia Media) was the middle of the

three kingdoms established by the Treaty of Verdun in 843 and was first ruled

by Emperor Lothair I. At its greatest extent, it included what are now The

Netherlands, Belgium, Luxembourg, the region of Lorraine in France, and Italy.

Louis I (Louis the Pious) (778-840)  Carolingian emperor (814-840), successor

to his father, Charlemagne. His reign was marked by revolts by his sons over

his plans to divide the empire among them. They deposed and later restored him

twice, once in 830 and again in 833. His reign marked the end of the unified

Carolingian Empire.

Louis I (1838-1889)  Portuguese king (1861-1889). His reign was marked by

political unrest and numerous changes of ministries. Under his rule, slavery

was abolished in Portuguese colonies.

Louis II (d. 875)  Frankish king of what is now Italy (844-875), nominal

emperor of the Carolingian Empire. Louis spent most of his reign holding the

invading Arabs in check in southern Italy.

Louis II (Louis the Stammerer) (846-879)  Frankish king (877-879) of the West

(France) Frankish kingdom, successor to his father, Charles II (the Bald).

Louis III (863-882)  Frankish king (879-882) of the West (France). He ruled

jointly with his brother Carloman, and turned back the Norman invasion at

Saucourt in 881.

Louis V (967-987)  King of France (986 and 987). The last Carolingian king of

France, he was succeeded by Hugh Capet, founder of the Capetian line.

Louis VI (Louis the Fat) (1081-1137)  King of France (1108-1137). He fought

several wars with King Henry I over English territories on the Continent and

strengthened royal authority.

Louis VII (Louis the Young) (1120-1180)  King of France (1137-1180). He

annulled his marriage to Eleanor of Aquitaine in 1152, who subsequently married

Henry II of England. This gave rise to Henry's claims to Aquitaine and a long

series of wars between Louis and Henry. Louis aided Henry's sons in a revolt

against their father (1173 and 1174) but gained no territories from it.

Louis VIII (1187-1226)  King of France (1223-1226). He invaded England in 1216

at the invitation of the barons, then rebelling against King John, but withdrew

in 1217 after the accession of Henry III eroded his support among them.

Louis IX (Saint Louis) (1214-1270)  King of France (1226-1270). His mother,

Blanche of Castile, was his regent to 1234 and, later, his close adviser. He

was defeated and captured on the Seventh Crusade and settled territorial

disputes with Henry III of England by the Treaty of Paris in 1259. His reign

was marked by a period of peace and prosperity.

Louis X (1289-1316)  King of France (1314-1316). He was forced to grant

charters to the nobles to gain their support. He was dominated by Charles of

Valois.

Louis XI (1423-1483)  French king (1461-1483). As king, he succeeded in

overcoming the rebellious nobles and thereby laid the basis for an absolute

monarchy in France.

Louis XII (1462-1515)  King of France (1498-1515), known as "the Father of the

People" for his benevolent rule. His foreign policy was dominated by attempts

to conquer parts of Italy in the Italian Wars.

Louis XIII (1601-1643)  French king (1610-1643). His reign was marked by the

strong leadership of his ministers, Cardinal de Richelieu and Mazarin, who

centralized royal authority and laid the foundation for absolutism in France.

Rebellions by French Protestants (Huguenots) were quelled and France joined in

the Thirty Years' War from 1635.

Louis XIV (The Sun King) (1638-1715)  French king (1643-1715). Louis' reign

marked the height of absolutism in France, and, by his expansionist policies,

he embroiled the country in a costly series of wars. During Louis' minority,

France was weakened by the ongoing Thirty Years' War (1618-1648) and rebellions

known as the Fronde (1648-1653). Louis took power in 1661 on the death of the

powerful minister Cardinal Mazarin, continued the process of centralizing

authority in his own hands, and fostered a period of commercial prosperity.

With the royal finances restored and the army strengthened, Louis set out on

the first of his wars to enlarge French domains. Within France, Louis' reign

was marked by his arbitrary use of the lettres de cachet and his growing

intolerance of Protestants (Huguenots), which ended in his revocation of the

Edict of Nantes in 1685.

Louis XV (1710-1774)  French king (1715-1774). Louis was a weak and (at his

death) unpopular ruler. The financial difficulties that arose during his reign

helped bring on the French Revolution (1789-1799). Made king at 5, he attained

his majority in 1723. The government, however was largely run by Fleury between

1726 and 1743. Louis' reign was marked by the following: the War of Polish

Succession (1733-1735), acquisition of the duchy of Lorraine in 1735, the War

of Austrian Succession (1740-1748), and the disastrous Seven Years' War (1756

-1763), which cost France its Canadian and Indian colonies.

Louis XVI  French king (1774-1792). He was overthrown during the French

Revolution. Louis was an ineffective ruler and failed in attempts at fiscal and

administrative reform, put forward by such ministers as Turgot and Necker. The

extravagance of the court and French support (1778-1781) for the American

Revolution helped bring the government to near bankruptcy. Thereafter, Louis'

reign was swept up in the events of the French Revolution.

Louis XVII (1785-1795?)  Titular king of France during the French Revolution.

The son of Louis XVI, he was imprisoned with the royal family in 1792. After

his father's execution, Louis was for a time the symbol of royalist hopes. He

died in prison.

Louis XVIII (1755-1824)  French king (1814-1824), crowned after the fall of

Napoleon. Following the outbreak of the French Revolution, he fled France in

1791 and actively promoted counterrevolutionary plots. He was made king of

France in 1814, partly through the efforts of Talleyrand. His reign began the

Restoration Period (1814-1830).

Louis Philippe (Citizen King) (1773-1850)  King of the French (1830-1848),

successor to Charles X by the July Revolution of 1830. Once a liberal supporter

of the French Revolution, Louis Philippe lived in exile from 1793 until the

Restoration. He joined the liberal opposition to the monarchy, and was later

chosen king by Thiers, Lafayette, and other bourgeois leaders of the July

Revolution. Though it began in a liberal spirit, his reign gradually became

absolutist. Workers' rebellions, demands for enfranchisement of the lower

bourgeoisie, and the struggles between Legitimists and Bonapartists eventually

culminated in the February Revolution of 1848. The king abdicated in February

of 1848 and fled to England.

Louis the Child (893-911)  Frankish king (899-911) of the East (Germany). Louis

was the last German Carolingian ruler.

Louis the German (804-876)  Frankish king (843-876) of the East (Germany). He

was allotted a portion of the divided Carolingian Empire by his father, Louis

I. Louis joined with his brother, Charles the Bald, to block Lothair I's

attempt to reunite the Carolingian Empire under his rule. Louis and Charles

forced Lothair to accept the divided empire by the Treaty of Verdun in 843.

Lower Canada  Name applied (1791-1841) to the Canadian region comprising

present-day Quebec. Settled primarily by the French, it was joined with Upper

Canada by the Act of Union in 1841 and became known as Canada East. With the

confederation of Canada in 1867 it became Quebec.

Lower Egypt  Region of Egypt usually considered to include the Nile delta and

valley. A rich fertile region, it was united with Upper Egypt by Egyptian King

Menes in 3100 B.C.

Lublin, union of  Agreement on July 1, 1569 between Poland and Lithuania,

merging the two kingdoms into a federated state under a single monarch. King

Sigismund II, king of Poland and Lithuania, pressured Lithuanian nobles into

accepting formal unification, which lasted to the end of the 18th century.

Luddites  Bands of workers in England who attempted between 1811 and 1812 to

destroy textile machinery. Fostered by low wages and unemployment, the movement

began in 1811 in Nottingham with night raids on textile factories to destroy

equipment. The movement spread to other industrial areas, and in 1812 harsh

repressive measures were enacted to put an end to it. A brief resurgence of the

movement in 1816 was similarly dealt with.

Lumumba, Patrice Hemery (1925-1961)  Political leader of Zaire (then called the

Congo). He worked for its independence from Belgium and was its first prime

minister in 1960. He was murdered after being deposed in the unrest that

followed independence.

Lusitania  British ship that was torpedoed and sunk by a German submarine on

May 7, 1915, with a loss of 1,195 lives. This incident was a factor in the U.S.

entry into World War I.

Luther, Martin (1483-1546)  German religious leader, father of the Protestant

Reformation, and founder of Lutheranism. While a professor (1511-1546) at the

University of Wittenberg, in Saxony, he arrived at his fundamental doctrine of

personal salvation through faith alone. This doctrine ultimately put him in

conflict with the widespread church practice of selling indulgences, and, on

October 31, 1517, he nailed his famous Ninety-five Theses to the door of the

church in Wittenberg to protest this practice. Thereafter, Luther found wide

support for his protest, refused to recant in 1518, burned a papal bull

condemning his views in 1520, was thereupon excommunicated, and called before

the Diet of Worms in 1521. During this period, he expanded the scope of reforms

he sought. After the Diet of Worms ordered his arrest, Luther was given

protection (1521 and 1522) by the Elector Frederick III. He returned to

Wittenberg, however, to try to prevent splits within the growing Reformation

movement. The remainder of his years were spent in voluminous writing and in

disputes with leaders of new sects spawned by his beliefs, including Zwingli

and Calvin.

Lutheranism  The branch of Protestant Christianity based on the teachings of

Luther. Lutheranism stems from Luther's famous Ninety-five Theses which sparked

the Protestant Reformation. Luther's doctrine stressed that human salvation

comes from faith alone, through the redeeming sacrifice of Jesus Christ; that

the Scriptures constitute the one necessary guide to truth; and the sacraments

are valid only as aids to faith. Luther denied the sacrificial character of the

Catholic Mass, and the Lutheran churches formed according to his doctrines

abolished clerical celibacy, had communion administered under both kinds (bread

and wine), and retained only the two sacraments of Baptism and the Lord's

Supper. The Lutheran churches, organized around individual local congregations,

were at first established state churches in the German principalities.

Lutheranism also became the established church in Denmark, Finland, Norway, and

Sweden.

Luxemburg, Rosa (1870?-1919)  German revolutionary. She was a founder of the

Spartacus party which became the German Communist party.

Lvov, Prince Georgi Yevgenyevich (1861-1925)  Russian statesman. A member of

the first Duma in 1905, he was head of the revolutionary Provisional Government

(March-July 1917). He resigned in favor of Kerensky.

Lycurgus  In Greek tradition, the Spartan leader whose reforms of Spartan

government and society created the characteristically militaristic Spartan way

of life. He may have ruled in the 7th century B.C.

Lydia  Ancient country of Mesopotamia in what is now northwest Turkey. The

tyrant Cyges founded the Mermnadae dynasty (685-546 B.C.), which built a

powerful Lydian empire of great wealth. The Lydians are believed to have

originated the use of coined money during this time. Croesus, the last ruler of

independent Lydia, was defeated by Cyrus the Great of Persia in 546 B.C. Lydia

later became a province under the Romans.

Lysander (d. 395 B.C.)  Spartan military leader. He was admiral of the Spartan

fleet that defeated Athens at Notium in 407 B.C. and that ended the

Peloponnesian War by taking Athens in 404 B.C.

Maastricht Treaty  See European Economic Community.

Macao (Macau)  Portuguese province at the mouth of the Canton River in China.

Settled by Portugal in 1557, it was a major port until the rise of Hong Kong in

the 1800s.

Maccabees (Hasmoneans)  Family of Jewish rulers and patriots that ruled

Palestine in the 2nd to 1st centuries B.C.

MacDonald, James Ramsay (1866-1937)  English statesman, first British Labour

party prime minister (1924, 1929-1931, 1931-1935).

Macdonald, Sir John Alexander (1815-1891)  Canadian statesman. He played a

major role in the union of the Canadian provinces as the Dominion of Canada in

1867 and was its first prime minister (1867-1873, 1878-1891).

Macedonia  European region on the Balkan Peninsula consisting of parts of

Greece, Yugoslavia, and Bulgaria. Under Philip II (359-336 B.C.), ancient

Macedon came to dominate Greece. Seat of the Macedonian Empire under Alexander

the Great, it later was conquered by the Roman, Byzantine, and Ottoman empires.

Various claims to the region led to the Balkan Wars (1912 and 1913) and the

division of the region, largely between Greece and Yugoslavia.

Macedonian Wars  Four wars between the Kingdom of Macedonia and Rome that

resulted in the complete domination of Greece by Rome.

Machiavelli, Niccolo (1469-1527)  Italian statesman, author, and philosopher. A

Florentine diplomat, he wrote The Prince, which contained his thoughts on the

methods by which a prince may acquire and make use of political power. It is

thought that he used Borgia as the model for his cynical, ruthless prince. See

also Philosophy.

Machu Picchu  Ancient Incan city, located in the Andes mountains of Peru. First

discovered in 1911 by Hiram Bingham, it is one of the major pre-Columbian

archaeological sites.

Mackenzie, Sir Alexander (1764?-1820)  Canadian explorer. He charted the course

of the Mackenzie River in 1789 and made the first transcontinental journey

across America north of Mexico in 1793.

Mackenzie, William Lyon (1795-1861)  Canadian journalist and political

insurgent. He led an unsuccessful attempt in 1837 to take over the government

of Toronto.

MacMahon, Marie Edme Patrice Maurice de (1808-1893)  French marshal and

statesman. A monarchist, he was the second president (1878 and 1879) of the

French Third Republic (1870-1940).

Macmillan, Maurice Harold (b. 1894)  British statesman. As prime minister (1957

-1963), he sought to improve relations with the United States after the Suez

Canal crisis, but failed to gain Great Britain's entry into the Common Market.

Madero, Francisco Indalecio (1873-1913)  Mexican president (1911-1913). He was

a leader in the revolution against President Diaz. Unsuccessful as a reform

president, he was arrested and murdered by order of Huerta.

Magellan, Ferdinand (1480-1521)  Portuguese navigator and explorer. Sponsored

by Spanish King Charles I (later Holy Roman Emperor Charles V), Magellan set

out in 1519 to find a western sea route to the Molucca Islands (Spice Islands).

He sailed the strait that bears his name, and discovered the Philippines.

Though he died in the Philippines in 1521, his expedition continued west,

becoming the first to circumnavigate the globe.

Maginot Line  Network of fortifications on the French-German frontier that was

supposedly impregnable to any German assault. During World War II the Germans

bypassed the line, attacking through Belgium, thus rendering the line useless.

Magna Carta (Magna Charta)  English charter, important in the development of

British constitutional law and a symbol (mainly by later interpretations) of

basic liberties. Angered by King John's heavy taxation and abuses of power, the

barons and the church united to force him (by threat of civil war) to sign the

document at Runnymede on June 19, 1215. Originally written to guarantee rights

of the nobility, it contained provisions for church freedom, trial by jury,

habeas corpus, and matters of minor import. See Appendix: Magna Carta (The

Great Charter)

Magnus I (Magnus the Good) (1024-1047)  King of Norway (1035-1047) and Denmark

(1042-1047). He succeeded Danish king Harthacanute in 1042, thereby joining

Norway and Denmark. He attempted to press Harthacanute's claim to the English

throne but was unsuccessful.

Magyars  People, living primarily in Hungary, who speak the Hungarian language

of the Finno-Ugric family. Descended from nomadic peoples who migrated from the

Urals in the 5th century, they also include groups living in Romania,

Yugoslavia, Czechoslovakia, and the Ukraine.

Mahayana  A leading form of Buddhism, practiced in China, Japan, Korea, and

Tibet and noted for its more liberal treatment of Buddhist doctrine.

Mahdi  In Islam, a leader who will appear at the end of the world to save true

believers. Although this is not mentioned in the Koran, there have been several

claimants to the title.

Mahdi, Muhammad Ahmed (Muhammad Ahmed) (1843?-1885)  Muslim leader who claimed

he was the Mahdi. He led a successful revolution against the Egyptian

occupation of the Sudan, and defeated the British at Khartoum in 1885.

Maimonides (Maimon, Moses ben) (1135-1204)  Spanish-born Jewish philosopher,

considered one of the greatest influences on Jewish thought.

Maipu, battle of  Battle on April 5, 1818, near Santiago, Chile. Here San

Martin defeated Spanish royalist forces and gained independence for Chile.

Majapahit Empire (Madjapahit) (Modjopahit)  Hindu kingdom that flourished in

Java from the 13th to the 15th century. The Majapahit period is regarded as a

golden age in the history of Java. The kingdom was centered in eastern Java

though its extent at the height of its power is uncertain.

Major, John (b. 1943)  Prime minister of Great Britain, elected in 1990.

Supported the United Nations in the Persian Gulf War. He has maintained close

ties with the United States.

Malenkov, Georgi Maksimilianovich (1902-1989)  Soviet statesman and Communist

leader. He became premier and party secretary briefly, in 1953, after the death

of Stalin that year but was forced to resign as premier, following a policy

struggle with Khrushchev.

Malthus, Thomas  Robert (1766-1834) English economist. His An Essay on the

Principle of Population contended that population would always increase faster

than means of subsistence.

Mamelukes  Warrior class that provided rulers of Egypt from 1250 until the

conquest by Ottoman Turks in 1517. Of Asian stock, Mamelukes were first used as

slaves and then as warriors by the Muslim rulers of Egypt.

Manchukuo  Puppet state established in 1932 in Manchuria by the Japanese. Its

nominal ruler was Henry Pu Yi, last Ch'ing emperor. It ceased to exist in 1945

when Manchuria was returned to China after World War II.

Manco Capac (d. 1544)  Inca ruler. Kept prisoner by Pizarro, he escaped in

1536, raised an army, and laid siege to Cuzco. Defeated, he continued to fight

in the mountains, but was murdered by followers of another rebel leader.

Mandarin  Formerly, a Chinese imperial official. The dialect spoken by Chinese

officials was known as Mandarin Chinese and in its modern form is the most

widely used dialect in China.

Mandate  Designation for a colonial territory placed under the control of

another power by the League of Nations. The system of mandates was used after

World War I to provide for those former German and Turkish territories

(including Iraq, Palestine, Syria, and Southwest Africa) that were deemed

unable to govern themselves.

Mandela, Nelson (b. 1918)  Leader of the African National Congress (ANC). A

symbol of the majority black quest for political equality and resistance to the

white minority's policy of apartheid. He was imprisoned from 1962 to 1990. He

was released from a life sentence in 1990 to signal a moderation in the

government's policy. As president of the ANC, he has been negotiating with

President F. W. De Klerk to empower the black majority.

Manichaeism (Manichaeanism)  Religious sect founded in Persia on the 3rd

century A.D. teachings of Mani. It drew on Gnosticism, Zoroastrianism, and

Christianity. Manichaeism was a dualistic religion that held the universe was

divided into the forces of God and light and the forces of Satan and evil.

Humans had both, the spirit being light and goodness, the body itself being

evil. The sect spread rapidly for a time, though by the 6th century it had

largely disappeared in the West.

Manitoba  Canadian province. First settled in the 17th century by the Hudson's

Bay Company it was contested by the British and French in the French and Indian

Wars, and was ceded to Britain by the Treaty of Paris in 1763. It became a

province in 1870.

Manorial system (Seignorial system)  Medieval economic system in which a lord

gave a peasant the right to tend land on his estate in return for a fixed

payment. The system, derived from feudalism, flourished in Europe in the 11th

to the 15th centuries, and similar systems arose elsewhere, notably in Japan.

Mansa Musa  King of the empire of Mali (1312-1332). During his reign the Mali

Empire, located in West Africa, reached the height of its power. In 1304, Mansa

Musa left his capital at Timbuktu and made a pilgrimage across the Sahara to

Mecca, displaying the great wealth of Mali along the way. He supported

education, the arts and building, and made Timbuktu an important center of

Muslim learning.

Mansur (Al Mansur) (d. 775)  Second Abbasid caliph (754-775), successor to his

brother Abu al-Abbas. He founded the city of Baghdad in 762.

Manuel I (Emanuel I) (1469-1521)  Portuguese king (1495-1521). During his reign

Portugal became a major commercial power through the voyages of discovery of da

Gama and Cabral.

Manuel II (1889-1932)  Portuguese king (1908-1910). He succeeded to the throne

after his father and brother were assassinated and was deposed by the

republican revolution.

Manzikert, battle of  Byzantine-Turkish battle in 1071 at Manzikert, now in

Turkey. Some 70,000 Seljuk Turks detroyed an army of 40,000 under Byzantine

emperor Romanus IV. The battle led to the fall of Asia Minor to the Turks.

Mao Tse-tung (1893-1976)  Chinese Communist leader, founder and first chairman

of the People's Republic of China (1949-1959). Mao was a founding member of the

Chinese Communist party. After the split between the Nationalist Kuomintang and

the Communists, Mao led an abortive peasant revolt known as the Autumn Harvest

Uprising in 1927. Continuing to oppose the Kuomintang, Mao helped to set up the

Kiangsi Soviet in southeastern China and became its chairman in 1931.

Nationalist military successes against the Communists forced the Red Army to

make its famed Long March of some 6,000 miles to Shensi province in

northwestern China. There, Mao established Communist control in the region and

began the long struggle against Nationalist Kuomintang (See Chinese civil war)

and the invading Japanese (1937-1945) during World War II. The last phase of

the civil war with the Nationalists broke out soon after World War II, and in

1949 the Communists established control over China. Mao, who had become

chairman of the Chinese Communist party (CCP) in 1935, became chairman of the

new People's Republic of China in 1949. In following years Mao sought to

establish communism in China independently of the Russian model and sought to

adapt Marxist ideology to Chinese society. In order to build the Chinese

economy, Mao instituted the Great Leap Forward in 1958; a disastrous economic

experiment that led to the rise of Liu Shao-ch'i as chairman of the republic.

Mao retained his position as chairman of the CCP. The struggle between Liu and

Mao led to the Cultural Revolution in 1966, and by 1970 Mao was once again

undisputed leader of China, remaining so until his death. Mao's writings,

especially those dealing with the revolutionary movement and guerrilla tactics,

achieved a tremendous influence in China and in other countries, especially

among radicals in the developing nations.

Maquis  French guerrilla forces that fought against German occupation forces

during World War II.

Marat, Jean Paul (1743-1793)  French revolutionary leader.

Maratha kingdom (Mahrattas) (Maharashtra)  Kingdom in west-central India that

rose to power in the period between the fall of the Mogul Empire and British

conquest of India (in the 18th and 19th centuries).

Maratha wars  Series of three wars (1775-1818) in India between the British and

the Maratha Confederacy, resulting in the fall of the Maratha Confederacy and

British domination in India.

Marathon, battle of  Battle in 490 B.C. in which Athenian and Plataean forces

under Miltiades defeated the Persian army of Darius I. This great battle of the

Persian Wars ended the first Persian expedition against the Greek mainland.

Marcellus, Marcus Claudius (268-208 B.C.)  Roman general. Five times consul of

Rome, he was called "the sword of Rome." He conquered Syracuse (212 B.C.), and

died while fighting against Hannibal.

March on Rome  Fascist insurrection in 1922 led by Mussolini, by which fascism

came to power in Italy. Fascist forces threatened to seize power in Rome and

elsewhere and began massing their followers for the insurrection, planned for

October 28. After King Victor Emmanuel III refused to declare martial law,

Prime Minister Luigi Facta resigned, crippling the Italian government.

Mussolini then was asked on October 29 to form a government by the king to

avert a civil war. Mussolini's new government gave him, on November 25,

dictatorial powers until December 31, 1923.

Marconi, Guglielmo, Marchese (1874-1937)  Italian physicist. He pioneered

wireless telegraphy and was the first to transmit radio signals across the

Atlantic in 1901.

Marcos, Ferdinand Edralin (1917-1990)  Became president of the Philippines in

1966. Pursuing a policy of close ties with America and hostility to communism,

he declared martial law in 1972 and maintained strict authoritarian control of

his country. He was forced from power in 1987. He and his wife, Imelda, lived

in exile in Hawaii until his death.

Marcus Aurelius (orig. Marcus Aurelius Antoninus) (121-180 A.D.)  Roman emperor

(161-180 A.D.) and famous exponent of Stoicism. Though he ordered persecutions

of Christians, his rule was otherwise considered wise and humane.

Marduk  Ancient Babylonian god. God of all Babylonia, he was also the leading

god of the city of Babylon.

Marengo, battle of  Battle on June 14, 1800 in which the French under Napoleon

defeated the Austrians. The victory secured northern Italy for France during

the French Revolutionary Wars.

Margaret (1353-1412)  Queen of Denmark, Norway, and Sweden. She married

Norwegian king Haakon VI, overthrew Swedish king Albert, and established in

1397 the Kalmar Union.

Margaret of Anjou (1430?-1482)  Queen consort to English king Henry VI (m.

1445). She was a leader of the Lancastrians against the Yorkists during the

Wars of the Roses.

Maria Theresa (1717-1780)  Austrian archduchess and queen of Hungary and

Bohemia (1740-1780), consort of Holy Roman Emperor Francis I. She succeeded her

father Charles VI as ruler of Austrian Hapsburg domains by the law of pragmatic

sanction. Her succession resulted in the War of Austrian Succession (1740

-1748).

Marie Antoinette (1755-1793)  French queen (1774-1793), wife of King Louis XVI,

and an important figure in events leading to the French Revolution. She was the

daughter of Austrian Holy Roman Emperor Francis I. Her unpopularity in France

helped undermine the credibility of the monarchy. This was due in part to her

Austrian heritage, extravagance, association with dissolute courtiers, and

influence over her indecisive husband. She was taken prisoner during the

storming of Tuileries in 1792 and guillotined in 1793.

Marie de Medicis (1573-1642)  Queen consort (m. 1600) of French king Henry IV

of France and regent (1610-1617) for their son, Louis XIII. She depleted the

treasury and formed an alliance with Spain before being exiled by her son.

Marie Louise (1791-1847)  Empress of France (1810-1815), second wife of

Napoleon I, mother of Napoleon II, and daughter of Holy Roman Emperor Francis

II.

Maritime Provinces  Name for the Canadian Atlantic provinces of New Brunswick,

Nova Scotia, and Prince Edward Island.

Marne, battle of the  1. Allied victory in 1914 over German forces advancing on

Paris during World War I. The battle marked the failure of the German

Schlieffen Plan. 2. Allied victory in 1918 over German forces during World War

I. The battle marked the turning point of World War I in favor of the Allies.

Marquette, Jacques (1637-1675)  French missionary explorer. He and Louis Joliet

(1645-1700) discovered and charted the course of the Mississippi River in 1673.

Marshall Plan (European Recovery Program)  American program (1948-1952) that

successfully aided the recovery of Western European nations after World War II.

Marx, Karl (1818-1883)  German economist and philosopher, considered the

founder and premier theorist of modern socialism and international communism.

Marxism  Collective term applied to the political, economic, and social

theories advanced by Marx and Engels in such works as the Communist Manifesto

and Das Kapital. Marx's theories greatly influenced the Socialist movement of

the late 19th century and are considered the theoretical foundation for modern

international communism. In his writings, Marx advanced the doctrine of

dialectical materialism, the idea that the history and structure of

civilization have been determined by economic systems operating during each

stage of development. As each system developed, he asserted, new economic

forces arose and inevitably led to the system's replacement. Thus, feudalism

was replaced by capitalism, and capitalism was fated to be replaced by

socialism and, ultimately, communism. A key element of Marxist doctrine is the

view of all history as the history of class struggle, of the ruling elite

pitted against the working class. According to Marx, this would eventually lead

to crisis, in which the working class would rise up against the capitalist

order, seize the means of production, and establish communal ownership through

a "dictatorship of the proletariat." With the abolishment of the ruling class,

all class struggle, hence all history, would come to an end. Finally, when a

rational economic system was evolved, the structure of the political state

would wither away. Marx's theories had a profound influence on the development

of Socialist movements and were the basis for the Bolshevik political movement

led by Lenin. The Bolsheviks' success in establishing the first Communist state

in Russia in 1917 contradicted Marx's conviction that the first Communist

uprising would take place in a modern industrialized nation. The massive

political bureaucracy created under Lenin, and Stalin, also contradicted

Marxist doctrine. Subsequent modifications of capitalism, such as the workers'

vastly higher standard of living and the rise of a managerial class, have also

brought some of Marx's principal tenets into question. However, Marxism as a

body of political thought remains, in name if not in practice, the official

political dogma of the world's Communist nations. In the late 1980s and early

1990s, Marxism lost its political influence in Eastern Europe and the former

Soviet Union. See Communism; East European Revolution. See also Philosophy.

Mary I (Mary Tudor) (1516-1558)  English queen (1553-1558), daughter of Henry

VIII and Catherine of Aragon. Her marriage in 1554 to Spanish king Philip II

caused great opposition. She briefly reestablished Roman Catholicism between

1555 and 1559 in England and persecuted Protestants.

Mary II (1662-1694)  English queen (1689-1694). After James II, her father, was

forced into exile by the Glorious Revolution of 1688, Mary became joint

sovereign with her husband William of Orange (William III).

Mary Queen of Scots (Stuart, Mary) (1542-1587)  Scottish queen (1542-1567). Her

life was marked by controversy and intrigue. She was named queen shortly after

birth. Her early life was spent in France. She returned in 1561 to Scotland and

married her unpopular cousin Lord Darnley in 1565, to strengthen claims to the

English throne. After her husband's murder, generally attributed to the Earl of

Bothwell, she married Bothwell in 1567. This led to a Scottish revolt, Mary's

forced abdication in 1567, and her escape to England in 1568. As an heir to the

throne and a threat to Queen Elizabeth, Mary was kept under guard in England.

After several plots by Catholics to overthrow Elizabeth in favor of Mary, Mary

was implicated in a scheme and was beheaded.

Masaryk, Jan (1886-1948)  Czech statesman and diplomat. He became foreign

minister in 1940 in the government in exile in London during World War II, and

remained in office after the Communist takeover in 1948.

Masaryk, Thomas Garrigue (1850-1937)  A founding father of Czechoslovakia and

its first president (1918-1935). With Benes, he organized a de facto government

of Czechoslovakia, which won the support of the Allies. When independent

Czechoslovakia was formed after World War I, Masaryk was elected president

(1918, 1920, 1927, 1934) and instituted a major land-reform program.

Massacre of Saint Bartholomew's Day  Massacre of French Protestants (Huguenots)

that started in Paris on August 24, 1572 and marked the beginning of renewed

fighting in the Wars of Religion. The massacre was a result of the continuing

religious and political rivalry between Protestants and Catholics (led by the

Guise family). The Guise family and Catherine de Medicis, mother of King

Charles IX, sought to check the rising influence of Coligny, a Protestant. When

an attempt to assassinate Coligny failed, Catherine persuaded King Charles to

order the death of Huguenot leaders then in Paris for the wedding of Henry of

Navarre (later Henry IV). A general massacre of Protestants broke out in Paris

and spread to the countryside. Thousands were killed by the time the

persecution was halted in October.

Matriarchy  Social system in which family descent is traced through the

mother's lineage. Such societies have been observed in Pacific islands, African

tribes, and in some American Indian cultures.

Matsuoka, Yosuke (1880-1946)  Japanese statesman. As foreign minister (1940 and

1941) he helped establish the Axis alliance with Germany and Italy in 1940.

Maurya empire  Ancient Indian empire (4th-2nd centuries B.C.) of the Maurya

dynasty rulers. The first great Indian empire, it united nearly the whole

Indian subcontinent (and part of Afghanistan) and saw the development of a

flourishing Indian culture. The empire was founded by Chandragupta I. The

kingdom reached its greatest expansion under the rule of Asoka who established

Buddhism as the state religion. Following his reign, the empire entered into

decline and by 185 had broken up into petty kingdoms.

Maximilian (1832-1867)  Austrian archduke and emperor of Mexico (1864-1867).

Unpopular with the Mexicans, he was opposed by Juarez. Supported for a time by

French troops sent by Napoleon III, he refused to abdicate after their

withdrawal in 1867, and was captured and shot.

Maximilian I (1459-1519)  Holy Roman emperor (1493-1519). He greatly expanded

the hereditary Hapsburg domains, often at the expense of the interests of the

Holy Roman Empire. He also ensured Hapsburg succession in Spain by the marriage

of his son Philip to heiress Joanna (Charles V was their son).

Maya  Group of related Central American Indian tribes, living in the Yucatan

peninsula, southern Mexico, Guatemala, and Belize. The origin of Maya is

uncertain, but by the 1st millennium B.C. they had already begun to establish

an advanced culture. The Mayan civilization was based on agriculture, and each

community retained political independence under the rule of a local hierarchy

of priests and political chieftains. Mayan cities centered around royal houses

and religious temples built on pyramidal structures. The Maya devised an

extremely accurate calendar, a vigesimal (base 20) number system, a complex

pantheon of gods and religious ceremonies, and a system of hieroglyphic writing

that has yet to be deciphered. Their culture is noted for its advances in the

arts, architecture, astronomy, and mathematics.

May Fourth Movement  Mass movement in China in the early 20th century sparked

by intellectuals who sought government reform and modernization of Chinese

society. The movement, beginning as early as 1915, was precipitated by the

government's inability to check Japanese expansionism. But among intellectuals

it fostered a broad attack on traditional Chinese society and culture and

helped to introduce Western ideologies.

Mazarin, Jules (Mazarini, Giulio) (1602-1661)  French cardinal and statesman.

He succeeded Cardinal Richelieu as minister of France in 1642 under King Louis

XIII and remained powerful during the regency of Anne of Austria.

Mazzini, Giuseppe (1805-1872)  Italian revolutionary and political writer. He

campaigned for a united Italy under a republican government, founded the Young

Italy Movement in 1831, and was a leader in the short-lived Roman Republic of

1849. He aided Garibaldi in his efforts to unify Italy and later refused to

take part in the monarchical government established in 1861.

Mboya, Tom (Mboya, Thomas Joseph) (1930-1969)  Kenyan political leader. A

leader in the Kenyan independence movement.

McClure, Sir Robert John Le Mesurier (1807-1873)  British naval officer. As

commander of a ship in an Arctic expedition (1850-1854), he was the first to

complete a northwest passage, culminating the long search for a sea route from

the Atlantic to the Pacific Ocean by way of the Arctic.

McNaughton, Andrew George Latta (1887-1966)  Canadian army officer. He was

commander of Canadian forces in England during World War II.

Medici  Italian family, rulers of Florence from the 15th to the 18th century,

and world-famous patrons of the arts who transformed Florence into a treasure

house of European art.

Meiji restoration  Period of modernization and Westernization in Japan (1868

-1912). During this period Japan developed its industry and became a world

power. The period began with restoration of power to the emperor, Mutsuhito

(reign name, Meiji), after the centuries-long rule by Tokugawa shoguns. The

emperor abolished feudalism, made Tokyo the capital, modernized government

administration, and acceded to a new constitution. The government thereafter

consisted of an upper and lower (elected) house, a premier, and a group of

elder statesmen (Genro). During this period, which ended in 1912 with Meiji's

death, Japan engaged in the Sino-Japanese War (1894 and 1895) and the Russo

-Japanese War (1904 and 1905).

Meir, Golda (Mabovitch, Goldie) (Myerson, Goldie) (1898-1978)  Israeli

political leader and prime minister (1969-1974). She was a founder of Israel,

and as prime minister she made a concerted though unsuccessful effort to

achieve peace in the Middle East. The Fourth Arab-Israeli War was fought during

her administration.

Mencius (371?-288? B.C.)  Chinese Confucian philosopher who had a major role in

the development of Confucianism. He is called the second sage, after Confucius.

His Book of Mencius states that humans are innately good, holds family duty to

be the foundation of society, and stresses the need for rulers to be concerned

for the common people.

Mendel, Gregor Johann (1822-1884)  Austrian biologist. He formulated Mendel's

Law on dominant and recessive genes, and discovered the male cell's role in

fertilization. His studies ignored in his lifetime, were later rediscovered and

form the basis for modern genetics.

Mendes-France, Pierre (l907-l982)  French statesman. A Radical Socialist, he

was premier (1954 and 1955) when France declared an armistice with Indochina.

He was forced from office because of his liberal policy toward Algeria.

Mendoza, Antonio de (1490?-1552)  Spanish colonial administrator and first

viceroy of New Spain (1535-1550). His 15-year administration was just and fair

to the Indians and helped stabilize the Mexican territory.

Menelaus  Mythical Greek king of Sparta. He was the husband of Helen, whose

abduction was the cause of the Trojan War. He fought under his brother,

Agamemnon.

Menelik II (1844-1913)  Ethiopian emperor (1889-1913). Menelik consolidated

power, built a new capital at Addis Ababa, and established a strong central

government. His armed forces crushed an Italian invasion attempt (1895 and

1896), at the Battle of Aduwa, insuring Ethiopian independence. Menelik

expanded Ethiopia's territory, and worked to modernize his empire.

Menes (ca. 3100 B.C.)  Egyptian king. He united Upper and Lower Egypt and

founded the 1st dynasty. He also is said to have founded the ancient capital of

Memphis.

Mensheviks  Russian revolutionary party. The Mensheviks, opposed to Lenin's

Bolsheviks, sought to form a party of the masses (rather than a revolutionary

elite), believed there was a necessary transition period before creating the

Socialist state, and were willing to work with bourgeois elements during this

time to achieve their goal. The Mensheviks were formed by a split caused by

Lenin in 1903 in the Russian Social Democratic Workers' party. The Social

Democratic party was permanently split into two factions in 1912 and thereafter

the Mensheviks were often divided by internal dissent. They dominated the

provisional government of Russia after the February Revolution of 1917 but were

ousted from power by the Bolsheviks in the October Revolution and were

officially suppressed by the Bolsheviks after 1922.

Mercantilism  Economic policy and theory that dominated European financial and

governmental thinking from the 16th to the 18th century. It argued that

governmental regulation of a nation's industry and trade was necessary, that

exports were preferable to imports or to equal trade, that large populations

and armies were beneficial to a nation, and that a country's true wealth was

determined by its possession of gold and silver.

Mercia, kingdom of  Ancient Anglo-Saxon kingdom comprising much of central

England. Settled in the 6th century by Angles, it was overcome and divided in

1886 by invading Danes in the East and Alfred of Wessex in the West.

Merovingians  Frankish dynasty and empire (5th-8th centuries) in Western

Europe. The rise of the Merovingians from their kingdom on the Rhine began with

the rule of Clovis I (481-511). He united the Salian and Ripuarian Franks,

accepted Christianity in 496, and, by his conquests, created a vast empire that

included most of Gaul. His empire was divided by his four sons at his death.

Merovingian territories were briefly united again under the rule of Clotaire II

and Dagobert I (613-639, inclusive). Already weakened by the many bitter

internal wars, the Merovingian rulers after Dagobert lost all real power to the

noblemen. Called the "do-nothing" kings, these kings ruled in name only and the

mayors of the palace (supposedly in the king's service) held actual power.

Charles Martel greatly expanded his power as mayor of the palace, and his son,

Pepin the Short, finally overthrew the last Merovingian king, Childeric III, in

751. He thus founded the Carolingian Empire.

Mesopotamia  Historic region located in what is now Iraq. An important center

of early civilization, the area is the fertile plain surrounding the Tigris and

Euphrates rivers. The earliest towns in the region were located in the North

(5th millennium B.C.), though the first important cultures eventually rose in

the South, notably Sumer. There followed the dynasty of Ur, the Akkadian

Empire, the first and second Babylonian Empires, and the Assyrian Empire.

Thereafter the region succumbed to other powers, beginning with the Persians,

Macedonians, and Romans.

Methodism  Protestant Christian religious movement in Britain and America,

based largely on the teachings of Wesley. The movement began in 1729 in Oxford,

England, when Wesley, his brother Charles, Whitefield, and others began to hold

meetings for religious study. Adopting elements advanced by the Moravian

church, the group began a program of evangelism, and by their actions were

barred from participation within the Church of England.

Metternich, Prince Klemens Wenzel Nepomuk Lothar von (1773-1859)  Austrian

statesman, was the leading European statesman (1815-1848), whose conservative

policies helped maintain political stability in post-Napoleonic Europe. As

Austrian foreign minister between 1809 and 1848, he helped form the Quadruple

Alliance, which finally defeated Napoleon in 1813. Thereafter he sought to

maintain the balance of power in Europe and to preserve the stability of the

monarchies against liberal movements. He made Austria the dominant power in the

German Confederation, helped create the Holy Alliance, took part in formulating

the Carlsbad Decrees, and was a leading figure at the congresses of Vienna

(1814 and 1815). Metternich was forced out of power by the liberal revolutions

of 1848, brought on in part by the repressive measures he advocated to maintain

order.

Mexican Revolution  Period of political and social turmoil in Mexico following

the overthrow of Diaz by Madero in 1911. Madero subsequently headed a popular

movement that sought to implement reforms in Mexico. But his rule was

ineffective and he was in turn overthrown by General Huerta. Huerta's

reactionary rule led to revolts headed by Carranza, Villa, and Zapata, and he

was forced from office in 1914. Carranza became president, though his rule was

challenged by Villa and Zapata, who continued armed resistance. Under Carranza,

Mexico established the Constitution of 1917. Reform came slowly, however, and

Mexico remained politically volatile for many years.

Michael (1596-1645)  Russian czar (1613-1645), founder of the Romanov dynasty.

His election ended the Time of Troubles. During his reign Russia made peace

with Sweden and Poland.

Michael (b. 1921)  Romanian king (1927-1930, 1940-1947). He overthrew the

dictatorship of I. Antonescu in 1944 and supported the Allies in World War II.

He was forced into exile by the Communist takeover in 1947.

Michelangelo (Buonarroti) (1475-1564)  Italian artist, one of the towering

figures of the Italian Renaissance. A gifted poet, painter, and sculptor, he is

celebrated for such masterpieces as his statues of David and Moses, and the

Pieta (1497). His painting of the Sistine Chapel took four years to complete

(1508-1512). See also Art.

Middle Ages  Period in European history from the 5th to the 15th century

between the fall of the Roman Empire and the discovery of the New World by

Columbus in 1492. It was the transition period from the ancient cultures to

those of the modern world, and its beginning phase is sometimes referred to as

the Dark Ages. The Middle Ages were marked by the rise of the church, by the

spread and collapse of feudalism, and by the formative stages of many of the

modern European states.

Middle East  Term denoting the countries of southwestern Asia and northeastern

Africa, including parts of Turkey, Syria, Israel, Jordan, Iraq, Iran, Lebanon,

all of the Arabian peninsula, Egypt, and Libya.

Middle Kingdom  Period in ancient Egyptian history, lasting from the latter

half of the 11th dynasty to the 12th dynasty (2000-1786 B.C.). It followed the

First Intermediate Period, which began with the rule of Amenemhet I and ended

with the rule of Amenemhet IV. Egypt enjoyed commercial prosperity during this

period, which also saw the rule of the pharaohs as feudal lords, the transfer

of the capital from Thebes to Ithowe, the conquest of lower Nubia, and a golden

age of Egyptian literature and arts. The Middle Kingdom was followed by the

Second Intermediate Period and the coming of the Hykos.

Mill, John Stuart (1806-1873)  British philosopher and political economist. He

further developed the utilitarian doctrines established by Bentham and the

elder Mill, and formulated principles of inductive reasoning. His works include

A System Of Logic and On Liberty.

Milvian Bridge  Roman bridge, over the Tiber where Constantine defeated

Maxentius in 312 A.D., and thus became sole ruler in the western Roman Empire.

Here, too, he saw the vision of a cross in the sky that led him to adopt

Christianity. Constantine soon after brought about toleration of Christianity

in the empire.

Minamoto Yoritomo (1147-1199)  Japanese shogun (1192-1199), founder of the

Kamakura shogunate. He participated in the rebellion against the Taira clan and

later set up the feudal system and the shogunate, by which Japan was ruled

until the 19th century.

Ming  Dynasty of native Chinese emperors (1368-1644) who greatly expanded the

Chinese Empire. Under its rulers the empire came to include all or parts of

Vietnam, Burma, Turkistan, Korea, and Mongolia. Hung-Wu, founder of the

dynasty, came to power in 1368 and ousted the Mongols of the Yuan dynasty in

1371. During the long reign of the Ming emperors the Chinese civil service was

reinstituted, Confucianism was state-supported, exploratory voyages as far West

as Arabia were made in the years between 1405 and 1433, European settlements

were established in the 1500s at Canton and Macao, Christian missionaries

arrived, and the arts, especially ceramics and architecture, flourished. A

succession of weak rulers, heavy taxes, and dissent among factions in

government led to peasant revolts and the fall of the dynasty in 1648 to the

Ch'ings (Manchus).

Minoan civilization  Bronze Age culture that developed on Crete (3000-1000

B.C.). One of the ancient Greek Aegean civilizations, it was for a time a major

maritime power in the Mediterranean. By 1500 B.C. the Minoans had a well

-developed written language and had become skilled in working ceramics and

bronze. The Minoan capital at Cnossus with its luxurious palace, was twice

destroyed (and rebuilt) in the second millennium B.C., possibly by earthquakes

and/or invasions by the Mycenaeans. The palace was destroyed a last time in

1400 and, soon after, the Minoan civilization disappeared. This civilization is

generally divided into three periods: Early Minoan (3000-2200 B.C.), Middle

Minoan (2200-1500 B.C.), and Late Minoan (1500-1000 B.C.). The Mycenaean

civilization predominated after the fall of the Minoans.

Minseito  Japanese political party formed in 1927. A centrist party, it had

ties with Japanese business interests and sought better relations with the

West. The Minseito was a major party in the years before World War II. The

party was dissolved in 1940 after the militarists came to power. A new

Democratic party, formed after World War II, absorbed much of the Minseito

party's membership.

Miranda, Francisco de (1750-1816)  Venezuelan revolutionary. He fought the

Spanish, briefly gained Venezuelan independence in 1810, and ruled with

dictatorial powers. He was forced to surrender to the counterattacking Spanish

in 1812 and died in prison.

Mithraism  Major religion of the ancient world, widespread within the Roman

Empire shortly before adoption of Christianity in the 3rd century A.D. Roman

Mithraism, which in some ways resembled Christianity, was concerned with the

battle between good and evil, and held out the promise of immortality to its

followers. Worship of the god Mithras flourished in Persia in the 5th century

B.C. and subsequently spread throughout the Mediterranean world. In Greece it

became one of the Mystery religions and in Rome it flourished by the 2nd

century A.D. With the official adoption of Christianity, Mithraism was

suppressed in the Roman Empire and soon disappeared.

Mitterand, Francois (b. 1916)  Became French president in 1981. A Socialist,

Mitterand won a clear victory over former President Giscard d'Estaing and, in

subsequent elections for the National Assembly, his party's candidates won by

wide margins. In office, Mitterand increased the taxes of business and the

wealthy and raised the minimum wage by 10 percent.

Model Parliament  Two representative bodies that figured in the development of

the British Parliament 1. Assembly convened in 1265 during the Barons' War

(1263-1267) by Simon de Montfort. Present were two citizens (burgesses) from

each city and two knights from each shire in England. 2. Assembly convened in

1295 by King Edward I. Representatives of the higher clergy, knights,

burgesses, and lower clergy attended.

Mogul (Mughal)  Muslim dynasty that ruled in India from the 16th-19th

centuries. The Mogul Empire was at its height from the 16th to the early 18th

centuries and was noted for its efficient administrative organization and for

its great contributions in the fields of art, architecture, and literature. The

Mogul Empire was founded by Baber, who established Mogul power in India. Other

notable Mogul rulers were Akbar (ruled 1556-1605), who greatly expanded Mogul

power; his son Jahangir (ruled 1605-1627), Shah Jahan (ruled 1628-1658), who

expanded Mogul power into Deccan and who built the Taj Mahal at Agra; and

Aurangzeb (ruled 1658-1707), under whose rule the Mogul Empire reached its

height and began its decline. Aurangzeb was unable to halt the rising strength

of the Marathas, and after his death in 1707 the empire began to divide into a

group of provinces. In the 18th century British influence in the region also

began to increase, and the empire was further weakened. Its last ruler, Bahadur

Shah II (ruled 1837-1857) was emperor in title only. After the failure of the

Indian Mutiny (Sepoy Mutiny) of 1857, he was deposed by the British and the

empire ceased to exist.

Molotov, Vyacheslav Mikhailovich (orig. Skriabin) (1890-1986)  Russian

statesman. As foreign minister, he was chief Russian spokesman for

international affairs during and after World War II. A hard-line Stalinist, he

tried unsuccessfully to depose Khrushchev in 1957 and was expelled from the

Communist party in 1964.

Moltke, Helmuth von (1800-1891)  Prussian field marshal. As chief of the

general staff (1858-1888), he was responsible for Prussian successes in the war

against Denmark in 1864, the Austro-Prussian War in 1866, and the Franco

-Prussian War (1870 and 1871).

Monasticism  Religious movement in which individuals seek spiritual perfection

by living apart from the general society. Monks generally live communally in

their monasteries (though in some monastic movements they live as hermits).

Their lives are strictly regulated by the monastic rule and worship is the

central focus of their existence. Monasticism has been part of various

religions, including Christianity (Western and Eastern), Hinduism, Buddhism,

Islam, and Jainism. In the Western Christian church, monasticism generally

arose in the 6th century and acquired its characteristic form from the

teachings of St. Benedict. Thereafter, monasticism spread throughout Europe and

spawned many important orders.

Mongol Empire  Great Asian Empire founded in the 1200s by the Mongol conqueror

Genghis Khan. After uniting the Mongol tribes under him in 1206, Genghis Khan

invaded northern China and subdued Korea. He next led his fierce bands

westward, conquered Khorezm, the region of modern Iran and Iraq, part of

Russia, and raided northern India. On his death in 1227 Genghis' son Ogadai

became the imperial ruler (great khan), and each of his other sons ruled a part

of the empire (khanate). In the West, Mongols under Batu Khan conquered Russia

and there established in 1241 the Khanate of the Golden Horde, or Kipchak

Empire, that ruled Russia until the 15th century. In Persia, the Mongol

conqueror Hulagu Khan established the Il-Khan dynasty, which ruled there (1258

-1353). Kublai Khan became great khan in 1260 and moved the Mongol capital to

China, where he built a splendid city. He founded the Yuan dynasty, which ruled

China until the rise of the Ming dynasty in 1368. Under Tamerlane (reigned 1360

-1405), the Mongols of the Timurid Empire, in central Asia, rose to importance

for a time. Finally, the Mongol conqueror Baber established the Mogul dynasty

in India (1526-1707). From the 15th century, however, the history of the empire

was one of decline and power struggles between tribal factions. Finally,

Mongolia itself was conquered by the Manchus (17th and 18th centuries).

Monotheism  Religious doctrine. Monotheism holds that there is only one God, as

opposed to polytheism, which recognizes many gods.

Montcalm, Louis Joseph de (1712-1759)  French general. He was commander of the

French forces in Canada during the French and Indian War. He successfully

defended French territories against the British until his defeat and death at

the Battle of the Plains of Abraham.

Montezuma (Moctezuma) (1480?-1520)  Aztec emperor (1502-1520). A despotic and

unpopular ruler, he was taken hostage by the Spanish ruler Cortes. He was

killed during the Aztec uprising against the Spanish.

Montfort, Simon de (1160-1218)  Norman crusader. He led the Albigensian Crusade

in southern France and was killed at the siege of Toulouse.

Montfort, Simon de, earl of Leicester (1208-1265)  English statesman and

soldier. Formerly an adviser to Henry III and leader of his forces during

revolts in Gascony, Montfort broke with the king and became leader of the

barons during the Barons' War. Following his victory at Lewes in 1264, he

became virtual ruler of England and summoned the Model Parliament. He was

finally defeated and captured at the Battle of Evesham.

Montgomery, Bernard Law, 1st viscount Montgomery of Alamein (1887-1976)  Noted

British field marshal during World War II. He defeated Rommel's forces at el

-Alamein in Africa in 1942 and forced their surrender in 1943. He took part in

the invasion of Sicily in 1943 and Italy, and played a major role in the

Normandy invasion of 1944 and the subsequent Allied drive to Germany.

Moors  Originally, a mixed Arab and Berber people living in the Roman province

of Mauretania. They became zealous converts to Islam in the 8th century and,

led by Tarik (ibn Ziyad), invaded the Iberian peninsula in 711. There they

conquered the Visigoths and ranged into France, where their advance was checked

in 732 by Charles Martel at Poitiers. All of Spain, save the northern Christian

part, was subsequently constituted as a Muslim caliphate under Abd ar-Rahman I.

With its capital at Cordoba, the caliphate prospered and many centers of

commerce and Muslim culture were established. The Moors were slowly driven from

the Iberian peninsula in the Christian reconquest (in the 11th-15th centuries),

and many Moors resettled in North Africa. Those that remained in Spain were

persecuted under the Inquisition and were finally expelled in 1609.

More, Sir Thomas (1478-1535)  English author, statesman, and Roman Catholic

saint. More wrote his famous Utopia and served as lord chancellor to Henry VIII

(1529-1532). His refusal to endorse Henry's Act of Supremacy, creating the

Church of England, led to his resignation and eventual execution. See also

Philosophy.

Moscow Declaration  Agreement of October 30, 1943 by the Soviet Union, Britain,

the United States and China on the need to establish an international peace

-keeping organization. It was one of the preliminary agreements that led to

formation of the United Nations.

Moses (14th and 13th centuries B.C.)  Great Hebrew prophet and religious

leader. Knowledge of his life is based on biblical accounts, according to which

he was raised in the Egyptian court. He fled Egypt after becoming a shepherd,

received his call from Yahweh (God) to rescue the Hebrews. He returned to Egypt

and demanded that the pharaoh (possibly Ramses II) release his people. Moses

finally led his people out of Egypt (See Exodus) and across the desert to Mt.

Sinai where he received the Ten Commandments. He then led the Hebrews on the 40

-year journey to the Holy Land (Canaan), during which there was much hardship

and dissent. When the Hebrews reached the edge of the Holy Land at the Jordan

River, Moses climbed Mt. Pisgah to view it and then disappeared. Moses is

traditionally regarded as the author of the first five books of the Old

Testament (Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy), known

collectively as the Pentateuch.

Mosley, Sir Oswald Ernald (b. 1896)  British politician. He founded the British

Union of Fascists in 1932. He conducted an anti-Jewish campaign and supported

the Nazis, which resulted in his confinement (1940-1943).

Most-favored-nation clause  Provision in treaties for international trade. It

stipulates that the two participating nations will grant each other all

commercial concessions (such as favorable import duties) that have been

extended to other nations.

Mountain, the (Montagnards)  French extremist faction in the National

Convention during the French Revolution. They opposed (and eventually defeated)

the more moderate Girondists, eventually took control of the Jacobins, and

became the controlling force behind the Reign of Terror. Principal figures in

the group were Robespierre and Danton.

Mountbatten, Louis, 1st earl Mountbatten of Burma (1900-1979)  British admiral

and statesman. As supreme Allied commander in southeast Asia (1943-1946),

Mountbatten defeated the Japanese in Burma. He was last viceroy of India in

1947 and chairman of the chiefs of defense staff (1959-1965).

Muawiya (d. 680)  He once served as Muhammad's secretary and later became

governor of Syria. In the first Muslim Civil War he contested the succession of

Ali to the caliphate and, after Ali's death in 661, deposed his successor,

Hassan. Muawiya thus founded the Umayyad dynasty.

Mubarak, Hosni (b. 1929)  Became Egyptian president in 1981, successor to Anwar

Sadat upon his assassination. By his visit in 1982 to Saudi Arabia, Mubarak

established the first high-level contact with that country since the split

between Egypt and its Arab neighbors over the Camp David accords.

Muhammad (570?-632)  Arabian prophet and religious leader, founder of Islam.

See Islam.

Muhammad II (1430-1481)  Ottoman sultan (1451-1481), called the Conqueror. He

captured Constantinople bringing the Byzantine Empire to an end. He made

Constantinople his capital, and took Greece, most of Serbia, and the Aegean

Islands.

Muhammad Ali (Mehemet Ali) (Muhammad Ali Pasha) (1769-1849)  Egyptian viceroy

(1805-1848), considered the founder of the modern Egyptian state.

Mukden incident  Incident on September 18, 1931 used by Japan as a pretext for

its invasion of Manchuria. Following an attempt to sabotage the Japanese

-controlled South Manchurian Railway, Japanese troops occupied nearby Mukden.

With the arrival of more troops from Korea, the Japanese army began to actively

take over the territory. Chiang Kai-shek's Nationalist armies, then occupied in

civil war with the Communists, were unable to oppose the Japanese, and by

February conquest of Manchuria was complete. Thereupon, the Japanese created

the puppet state of Manchukuo.

Muller, Hermann (1876-1931)  German statesman and political leader in the

Weimar Republic. He was chancellor (1920, 1928-1930) and, during his second

term, negotiated the Young Plan and brought an end to French occupation of the

Rhineland in 1929.

Mulroney, Brian (b. 1939)  Prime minister of Canada since 1984, leader of

Conservative party. He has maintained Canadian unity by giving concessions to

Quebec. Cosigner with the United States and Mexico of the North American Free

Trade Agreement (NAFTA).

Munich Pact (Agreement)  Pact on September 30, 1939 between Germany and other

European powers providing for the German annexation of the western

Czechoslovakian territory of Sudetenland. The pact was rendered meaningless

when Hitler invaded Czechoslovakia in March 1939.

Munich Putsch (Beer Hall Putsch)  Hitler's unsuccessful attempt in 1923 to

seize power in Bavaria and, ultimately, to take control of the Weimar Republic.

As leader of the National Socialist (Nazi) party, Hitler joined with the

extremist General Ludendorff in a badly organized attempt to incite a right

-wing revolution in Munich. Hitler had hoped to capitalize on Germany's severe

economic crisis, but his plan soon failed.

Murad I (1326?-1389)  Ottoman sultan (1360-1389) By his conquests, he made the

Byzantine Empire a vassal state, consolidated Ottoman control over Anatolia,

extended Ottoman domains into the Balkans, and established the Ottoman capital

at Edirne (formerly Adrianople) in 1362. He laid the foundations of the

administrative system of the later Ottoman Empire and formed the military corps

known as the Janissaries.

Murat, Joachim (1767-1815)  French marshal and king of Naples (1808-1815).

Murat was one of Napoleon's most able cavalry commanders and distinguished

himself in Napoleon's Italian, Egyptian, Peninsular, and Russian campaigns. He

helped Napoleon seize power and again joined him in the Hundred Days' campaign.

Muslim League (orig. All-India Muslim League)  Political organization founded

in 1906 in India. Formed by Aga Khan III for the protection of Muslims' rights,

the group broke away from the predominantly Hindu Indian National Congress and

demanded a separate Muslim state in 1940. Led by (Muhammad Ali) Jinnah, it won

the creation of Pakistan in 1947 and became the dominant political party in the

new state. The league had split into factions by the 1960s and declined after

the 1970 elections.

Mussolini, Benito (1883-1945)  Italian Fascist dictator. The preeminent leader

of Italian fascism, he organized the first Fascist party in 1921 and

orchestrated the Fascist militia's march on Rome in 1922 and by it became head

of the Italian government. Thereafter his rule was marked by the institution of

his dictatorship. Ousted from power in 1943, he headed a German-backed

opposition government until his execution in 1945.

Mycenaean civilization  Ancient Aegean civilization that flourished on the

Greek mainland (1600-1200 B.C.). The Mycenaeans entered Greece from the north

in 2000 B.C. They were in regular contact with Minoans on Crete, and they

incorporated many elements of Minoan civilization into their own culture. The

period of their cultural and commercial domination of the region lasted from

1400-1100 B.C., when the Dorian Greeks displaced the Mycenaeans. The epics of

Homer are now regarded as giving a vivid picture of Mycenaean civilization at

its height.

Naboplassar (7th century B.C.)  Babylonian king (625-605 B.C.). He ended

Assyrian control of Babylonia and thus founded in 625 the Chaldean Empire. He

warred against Necho II of Egypt.

Nagano, Osami (1880-1947)  Japanese admiral. Nagano ordered and organized the

1941 Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor which brought America into World War II.

Nagarjuna (150-250 A.D.)  Indian Buddhist philosopher. Nagarjuna founded the

Madhyamika (Middle Path) school of Buddhism, and was especially noted for his

concept of "emptiness."

Naguib, Muhammad (b. 1901)  Egyptian general and political leader. He took part

in the Egyptian revolution of 1952 that deposed King Farouk I and became

premier of the new military regime. In 1954 he was removed from power and

replaced by Nasser.

Nagy, Imre (1896-1958)  Hungarian Communist premier. Nagy was premier (1953

-1955) but was forced out by Soviet pressure.

Naples, kingdom of  Former kingdom in Italy. The kingdom of Naples, often

united with Sicily, dominated southern Italy from the Middle Ages until 1860.

Roger II unified the region and declared himself king of Sicily and Apulia in

1130. Because the area was of strategic naval and commercial importance, it

became the focus of frequent power struggles. At various times the region was

ruled by Normans, Hohenstaufens, Angevins, Spanish, and the Bourbons. The area

was united with the rest of Italy by Garibaldi in 1860.

Napoleon I (Napoleon Bonaparte) (1769-1821)  Emperor of the French (1804-1814).

One of the great conquerors of all time and a gifted administrator as well,

Napoleon created a short-lived French empire that included virtually all of

continental Europe. By his conquests, he helped to spread liberal reforms

instituted in France and thereby affected the subsequent development of modern

Europe. Napoleon served with the republican army during the French

Revolutionary Wars and was given command of the republican army in Italy in

1796. He quickly reorganized the units under his command into an effective

fighting force, and his Italian campaign (1796-1797) was overwhelmingly

successful. Napoleon's campaign in Egypt (1798-1799) proved disastrous. At the

same time, France's armies on the Continent suffered serious reverses, and the

revolutionary government was on the verge of collapse. Napoleon returned to

France and, with the aid of his brother, Lucien Bonaparte, and Joseph Sieyes,

overthrew the Directory in 1799. Napoleon was given dictatorial powers as head

of the consulate. He consolidated his position and from 1800-1802 brought the

French Revolutionary Wars to a successful conclusion. In the following years he

instituted reforms in education, law --notably the Napoleonic Code --and

government. He was crowned emperor in 1804. With the empire thus established,

Napoleon set about creating a nobility and a court. He ultimately named rulers

to various states (notably Spain, Holland, Naples, and Sweden). But when he

made himself king of Italy (1805), the British (already at war with him) and

other powers organized against him and the Napoleonic Wars broke out. Napoleon

enjoyed his greatest military successes during these wars and by about 1808 he

had extended French control throughout the Continent. But his invasion of

Russia proved disastrous. The defeat cost Napoleon his empire. One by one

former allies joined the coalition of powers against him and by 1814, the

Napoleonic Wars had come to a close. Napoleon abdicated in 1814, and was exiled

to the island of Elba. Napoleon's final defeat did not come until 1815,

however. In that year he returned to France and began his famous Hundred Days

in which he attempted to reestablish his empire. Utterly defeated at Waterloo,

Napoleon again abdicated in 1815 and lived out the rest of his life in exile on

the island of St. Helena.

Napoleon II (1811-1832)  Titular king of Rome. He was the son of Napoleon and

Marie Louise. After his father's 1815 abdication, he was brought to his

mother's land, Austria, where he remained a virtual prisoner until he died of

tuberculosis. He was used as a pawn by Metternich in bargaining with France.

Napoleon III (1808-1873)  Emperor of the French, nephew of Napoleon I and son

of Louis Bonaparte. After two unsuccessful attempts to seize power, he was

elected French president in 1848. He proclaimed himself emperor in 1852 and

inaugurated the Second Empire. His foreign and domestic policies were popular

until 1860, when he was forced to liberalize his government. He was captured

during the Franco-Prussian War (1870 and 1871), deposed, and died in exile.

Napoleonic Wars  Wars fought between 1803-1815 by Napoleon I of France against

various European powers. The Napoleonic Wars followed an earlier series of

wars, the French Revolutionary Wars. The French Revolutionary Wars had helped

bring Napoleon to power and made France the most powerful nation on the

European continent. But Napoleon was unable to match the British navy, and the

British remained a continuing threat to his dominance of Europe. Mutual

distrust finally resulted in declaration of war between France and Britain in

1803 and, in the years following, various coalitions of European states tried

unsuccessfully to defeat Napoleon. Napoleon soon extended his French empire

across nearly all of continental Europe. But his ill-fated invasion of Russia

in 1812 proved to be his undoing. Defeated in 1814, Napoleon was forced into

exile. He returned to power briefly during his famous Hundred Days only to meet

his final defeat at Waterloo.

Nasser, Gamal Abdel (1918-1970)  Egyptian statesman. Nasser assisted the 1952

coup d'etat that ended the monarchy. He also ousted General Naguib in 1954,

naming himself prime minister. He was elected and served as president of Egypt

(1956-1958) and of the United Arab Republic (1958-1970). Strongly Muslim and

nationalistic, he seized control of the Suez Canal in 1956 provoking the Suez

crisis, established an alliance with the U.S.S.R., and fought the June 1967 war

against Israel. During his tenure he was the foremost symbol of Arab

nationalism and resistance to Western domination.

National Assembly  The legislative assembly into which the States-General

constituted themselves in June 1789, during the French Revolution. The aim was

to prepare a constitution (hence it is also called the Constituent Assembly).

The National Assembly ultimately brought about creation of a constitutional

monarchy in 1791 and was superceded by the Legislative Assembly.

National Convention  French legislative body (1792-1795). Successor to the

Legislative Assembly during the French Revolution. Convened after the

suspension of King Louis XVI, the National Convention established the republic

and condemned Louis to death. It came under the control of the Jacobins, and

then of Robespierre, who promoted the Reign of Terror. The Thermidorian

reaction in the Convention brought this bloody period to an end. The National

Convention was replaced by the Directory.

Nationalism  Political or social movement in which the individual's primary

loyalty is given to the state. Arising with the formation of modern nation

states, nationalism became a major influence in the history of Europe in the

17th and 18th centuries. Later it became a driving force in movements by

national groups against imperial rule. Extreme nationalism also contributed to

the rise of fascism in Italy and National Socialism (Nazism) in Germany.

National Socialism (Nazism)  Political movement in Germany, the German

counterpart of Fascist movements that arose in Europe and elsewhere after World

War I. National Socialism shared with other Fascist movements the

characteristics of extreme nationalism, militarism, determination to create a

totalitarian state, formation of an elitist class, unswerving obedience to a

single leader, and nationalistic expansionism. Hitler, leader of the German

Fascists, outlined many of the doctrines of National Socialism in his book,

Mein Kampf. Racism was a particularly strong element in the German movement and

centered on a fanatical belief in the existence of a "master race," composed of

Germanic peoples. See Hitler, Adolf; Nazi party.

Natural rights  Philosophical concept. Natural rights are inherent rights that

cannot be taken away by a government. They are expressed in the Declaration of

the Rights of Man and the Declaration of Independence, and in the writings of

such thinkers as J. Locke and T. Paine.

Navigation Acts  English legislation (14th-19th centuries) designed to limit

carrying trade to ships of England and English colonies. The first Navigation

Act was passed in 1381 but could not be implemented because of a lack of ships.

The era of an effective act dates from 1651, when a law aimed primarily at

Dutch shipping began the practice of "enumerating" goods that could be shipped

to England or its colonies only in Dutch ships. It contributed to the outbreak

of the first Dutch War (1652-1654). Enforcement of the acts, especially the

1664 act, by which English colonies could receive European goods shipped only

via England, also contributed to unrest in the American colonies. These laws

were especially effective during the 17th and 18th centuries, and English

-carrying trade tonnage increased during this period. The acts were all

eventually repealed (1849 and 1854).

Nazi party (National Socialist German Workers' party)  German political party,

the instrument of Hitler's rise to power, and the organ through which he

exercised totalitarian control of the German state (1933-1945). Founded in 1919

as the German Workers' party, it was renamed and reorganized by Hitler along

paramilitary lines (by creating the SS, or Nazi storm troops). He took complete

control of it in 1921, and, with the aid of Goering, Hess, and (later)

Goebbels, began to establish the Nazi themes.

Neanderthal  A widespread group of Paleolithic (Old Stone Age) people who lived

from about 100,000-40,000 years ago. Named for the valley in Germany where

their remains were first found, the remains of Neanderthal people have also

been found in Europe, Asia, and Africa. They were short, powerfully built, with

heavy jaws, thick eyebrow ridges, and large noses. They lived in caves, wore

clothes of animal skins, knew the use of fire, and buried their dead with tools

and food (thereby exhibiting religious beliefs). Neanderthal people disappeared

and were eventually replaced by Cro-Magnon people. See also Technology.

Near East  Term sometimes applied to the areas around the eastern

Mediterranean, the southwestern parts of Asia, and northeast Africa. Today it

is more often designated as the Middle East.

Nebuchadnezzar (630-562 B.C.)  King of Babylon (605-562 B.C.). In 586 B.C., he

destroyed Jerusalem while putting down a revolt there and exiled most of its

inhabitants to Babylon (Babylonian captivity). He rebuilt most of the temples

in his land and made Babylon, with its Hanging Gardens, one of the most

beautiful cities in the ancient world.

Necker, Jacques (1732-1804)  Swiss-born French statesman and financier. As

director of finances and the treasury in prerevolutionary France he tried but

failed to restore fiscal soundness to the old regime. He was one of those who

recommended calling the States-General, and his dismissal by Louis XVI was one

of the causes of the seizure of the Bastille on July 14, 1789.

Nefertiti (1372-1350 B.C.)  Egyptian queen. She was the wife of Akhenaton and

influenced his religious reforms.

Nehru, Jawaharlal (1889-1964)  Indian statesman, a leader in the movement for

India's independence, and India's first prime minister (1947-1964). He joined

the nationalist movement for Indian independence from Britain led by M. Gandhi

in 1919. With Gandhi's help, he became president in 1929 of the Indian National

Congress, and was reelected three times. When Indian independence was granted

in 1947, he became prime minister and minister of foreign affairs. He adopted a

policy of nonalignment in international matters and promoted a domestic program

of industrialization and socialization. He sought reorganization of the

separate Indian states along linguistic lines. His administration was marked by

conflict with Pakistan over Kashmir and by a Chinese invasion of India in 1962.

Nelson, Horatio (Viscount Nelson) (1758-1805)  English admiral and national

hero. His ships destroyed the French fleet in 1798 at the Battle of the Nile,

stranding Napoleon's army in Egypt. At Trafalgar, in 1805, his fleet

annihilated a numerically superior French-Spanish fleet ending Napoleon's hopes

of subduing Britain. Nelson was killed at Trafalgar.

Neolithic period (New Stone Age)  Period of prehistory from about 8000-3000

B.C. in which humans perfected stone-working techniques, improving tools and

weapons by grinding and polishing stone. This period is characterized by the

domestication of plants and animals, the rise of settled villages, and the

emergence of pottery and weaving as elaborate crafts. The principal achievement

was the cultivation of crops and domestication of animals which resulted in a

more settled, less nomadic existence and the establishment of permanent

villages. A reliable food supply led to population increase, specialization of

labor, and in time created changes that led to the rise of civilization. See

also Technology.

Neoplatonism  Philosophical school developed especially by Plotinus in

Alexandria and Rome in the 3rd century A.D. Based on Plato's teaching and

containing elements of Oriental philosophy and mysticism, it was the last of

the great pagan schools of thought. It taught belief in the One, a

comprehensive deity, who gave the Logos (divine word) to individuals through

emanation. Its influence declined after Justinian closed the Academy at Athens

in 529 A.D., but it influenced both medieval and modern philosophy.

Neo-Pythagoreanism  Philosophical movement that developed in the 1st century

A.D. It incorporated elements of the philosophy advanced in the 6th century

B.C. by Pythagoras, greatly emphasizing the mystical elements while borrowing

from Jewish and Hellenistic philosophy.

Nero (Claudius Caesar) (37-68 A.D.)  Roman emperor (54-68 A.D.). His reign went

well until cruelty, vanity, and instability surfaced and he murdered his mother

in 59 A.D. and his wife in 62 A.D. He blamed the Christians for the fire that

destroyed much of Rome in 64 A.D. (which he was popularly believed to be

responsible for) and he began their persecution. He rebuilt the city, creating

the Mammoth Golden House as his palace. In 68 A.D., the legions and the

Praetorian Guard revolted, and Nero committed suicide.

Nestorianism  Christian movement (5th century A.D.) which held that Jesus

Christ had two distinct personalities --divine and human --linked by a moral

union. Advanced by Nestorius, this view was condemned by the Council of Ephesus

in 431 A.D. which held that Jesus had both human and divine natures but was one

person. Though Nestorianism declined in the West it spread through the Middle

East, Persia, India, and China, reaching its height from the 7th-10th centuries

in the form of the Nestorian church.

Neustria  Western part of the Merovingian Frankish kingdom, located in what is

now northwestern France and including Paris. Formed by Clovis I in the 6th

century when he divided his domains among his descendants, Neustria was

involved in dynastic wars with the neighboring Frankish kingdom of Austrasia.

New Brunswick  Eastern Canadian province, one of the Maritime Provinces.

Although explored in 1525 by the Portuguese, it was settled by the French under

Champlain and the sieur de Monts in 1604. Under the French, the area of Nova

Scotia and New Brunswick was called Acadia, and when the British gained control

after the French and Indian War both territories were known as Nova Scotia.

Many Loyalists from New England settled there after the American Revolution,

and it became a separate province in 1784. In 1867, it joined with other

provinces to form the Dominion of Canada.

New Economic Policy (NEP)  Russian Communist economic policy that allowed

limited free enterprise such as small businesses and sale of surpluses by

peasants. Instituted by Lenin in 1921, to relax tensions and gain support for

the regime, it followed the earlier period of "war communism" characterized by

forced requisitions of goods, confiscation of capital, nationalization, etc.

The NEP was replaced by the first Five-Year Plan in 1928.

Newfoundland  Island off the eastern coast of Canada, which with Labrador forms

the 10th Canadian province. It was discovered in 1497 by J. Cabot. It became a

province in 1949.

New Granada  New Granada was a Spanish colonial viceroyalty in South America.

It included what is now Colombia, Ecuador, Panama, and Venezuela. Originally

part of the viceroyalty of Peru, it was created as the separate viceroyalty of

New Granada in the 18th century.

Ne Win, U (Thakin Shu Maung) (b. 1911)  Burmese military and political leader.

As a military commander he played a leading role in achieving Burma's

independence from Britain in 1948. In 1962 he overthrew the government of U Nu

and established a military junta that dominated Burmese politics in the next

decades. He remained in power until 1981.

New Kingdom (New Empire)  Period of ancient Egyptian history (1580-1085 B.C.),

which included the 18th-20th dynasties. The New Kingdom began after the

overthrow of the Hyksos. Thebes was made capital. The pharaohs centralized

power in their own hands and by their conquests brought the Egyptian empire to

its greatest extent (parts of Asia included). During this period such pharaohs

as Thutmose I and Thutmose III proved themselves great conquerors. Many temples

were built and the pharaoh Akhenaton briefly established a monotheistic

religion in Egypt. After the reign of Ramses III (1198-1167), the priests at

Thebes gained power and thus brought about ancient Egypt's decline. The New

Kingdom was followed by a period of domination by various foreign peoples that

led finally to the reduction of Egypt to a Roman province.

New Spain  Spanish viceroyalty (1535-1821) consisting of Mexico, what is now

the southwestern United States, and Central America south to Panama. Spain's

possessions among the Caribbean Islands, Florida, and the Philippines were also

once administered as part of the viceroyalty. New Spain ceased to exist after

Mexico won its independence in 1821.

Newton, Sir Isaac (1642-1726)  English mathematician and physicist. Newton

discovered laws of motion and universal gravitation, calculus, and the

variations of the light spectrum. His findings were published in the Principia
(1687) and Opticks (1704). Today Newton and Leibnitz share the credit for the

discovery of calculus, but Newton's laws of motion and universal gravitation

are considered among the greatest syntheses in the history of human thought.

They dominated science until replaced by the theory of Einstein in the 19th

century.

Nguyen Cao Ky (b. 1930)  South Vietnamese military and political leader. He

served as commander of the United States-backed South Vietnam air force (1963

-1965). In 1967 he became vice president under Nguyen Van Thieu, whom he

unsuccessfully attempted to oppose in the 1971 elections.

Nguyen dynasty  Vietnamese dynasty, founded in 1820 by Nguyen Anh. The dynasty

nominally ruled after the French occupation of Indochina, until 1945.

Nguyen Van Thieu (b. 1923)  South Vietnamese (Republic of Vietnam) political

leader. President (1967-1975) during the years of major American involvement in

the Vietnam War, he was unable to check the Communist advance following the

withdrawal of the United States in 1973.

Nicholas I (1796-1855)  Czar of Russia (1825-1855). Acceding despite the

Decembrist Conspiracy, Nicholas suppressed the Polish uprising of 1830 and 1831

and helped Austria subdue Hungary in 1849. His attempt to expand into Ottoman

domains led to the Crimean War.

Nicholas II (1868-1918)  Last Russian czar (1894-1917). An ineffective and

autocratic ruler, Nicholas was greatly influenced by his wife Alexandra, who

was in turn dominated by Rasputin. Russia's defeat in the Russo-Japanese War

(1904 and 1905) led to the Revolution of 1905 and Nicholas was forced to

establish a duma in 1906. He took command of the army in World War I in 1915,

leaving Alexandra to govern. Under Alexandra, government at home became chaotic

and this, with failures in the war, led to the Russian Revolution of 1917.

Nicholas and his family were shot by revolutionaries in 1918.

Nietzsche, Friedrich Wilhelm (1844-1900)  German philosopher who proposed new

values in place of what he regarded as the decadent slave morality of

Christianity in Beyond Good and Evil (1886). One of his new values involved the

"superman" who would achieve by asserting a "will to power." Nietzsche

developed this idea in Thus Spake Zarathustra (1883-1885). He predicted the

"death of God" in his Joyful Wisdom (1910), among other works. His ideas

influenced the Nazis, although Nietzsche was an anti-state individualist and

not anti-Semitic.

Nihilism  Nineteenth-century movement among the Russian intelligentsia that

advocated the overthrow of all order and authority. Given its name in the novel

by I. Turgenev, Fathers and Sons (1861), the movement embraced both those who

wanted to overthrow existing governments by force and terror and those who

sought to throw off personal moral restraints.

Ninety-five Theses  Martin Luther's historic document posted on the church door

in Wittenberg, Germany, on October 31, 1517, a date that is now considered the

beginning of the Protestant Reformation. The theses not only protested the

selling of indulgences in the Roman Catholic church, but advanced Luther's

opinions on doctrines of the faith, which proved to be unacceptable to church

authority. Originally the theses were posted only to invite debate from other

Catholic theologians. They later came to be considered the inauguration of the

Reformation.

Nineveh  Ancient city. Nineveh was the capital of the Assyrian empire, located

near modern Mosul, Iraq. Sennacherib and Ashurbanipal greatly contributed to

its glory by their buildings and sculptures. The fabulous royal library of

Nineveh was organized by Ashurbanipal. The city fell to a coalition of

Babylonians, Medes, and Scythians in 612 B.C.

Nkrumah, Kwame (1909-1972)  Ghanaian statesman. Nkrumah led strikes against

British domination of Ghana, which achieved independence under his leadership.

He later became its first prime minister in 1951 and president in 1960.

Nobel, Alfred Bernhard (1833-1896)  Swedish inventor and industrialist. Nobel

invented dynamite, though he was a pacifist. With his fortune he established

the coveted Nobel prizes, awarded yearly to scientists, writers, and

peacemakers.

Nok Culture  An early West African people who thrived between 700 B.C. and 200

A.D. in what is now northern Nigeria. Archaeologists have discovered that they

lived in semi-independent villages and were among the first to master the art

of iron working. Their culture declined and disappeared after 200 A.D.

Noncooperation Movement  Indian protest movement organized between 1920 and

1922 by Gandhi as a reaction to the British Amritsar Massacre in 1919. The

movement involved boycotting British institutions and goods. An outbreak of

violence brought the movement to an end though Gandhi later used nonviolent

protests (satyagraha) against the British to gain India's independence.

Nonproliferation Treaty  Treaty (July 1, 1968) in which nuclear powers agreed

to prevent the spread of nuclear-weapons technology to nations that did not

then possess such capabilities. The treaty was signed by the United States,

Britain, the Soviet Union, and numerous nonnuclear countries.

Norman Conquest  English historical period inaugurated in 1066. One of the

formative eras in English history, it began with the defeat of English king

Harold II by William the Conqueror, duke of Normandy, at the Battle of

Hastings. Thereafter the customs, laws, and language of the Normans were

introduced in England. William replaced the English nobles with his Norman

followers and established the feudal system in England.

Normandy Invasion (Operation Overlord)  World War II Allied invasion. On D-Day,

June 6, 1941, Allied land, naval, and air troops invaded the northern shores of

Nazi-held France. They established beachheads (Utah, Omaha, Gold, Juno, Sword)

in five key areas by the next day, opening the area for other Allied troops.

The invasion signaled the beginning of the end of the Nazi war effort. The

invasion, the largest amphibious landing in history, was overseen and executed

by General D. Eisenhower. Some 800,000 combat troops had been massed in Britain

for the operation. Over 4,000 ships, under the command of the British admiral

Sir Bertram Ramsay, were used in the invasion; about 5,000 fighters and almost

6,000 bombers were used to provide air support. British field marshal

Montgomery was in command of Allied ground forces during the invasion.

Norodom Sihanouk (b. 1922)  Cambodian king (1941-1955). Following the French

withdrawal from Indochina in 1954, he established the People's Socialist

Community, abdicated the throne in favor of his father (Prince Norodom

Suramarit), and became prime minister. He became head of state again after his

father's death in 1960, but was unsuccessful at maintaining neutrality during

the Vietnam War and was overthrown in 1970 by a rightist coup.

Norsemen (Northmen) (Normans)  Scandinavian Vikings who, from the 8th century,

raided and colonized such diverse territories as England, Ireland, France, and

Russia. Vikings also colonized Iceland and Greenland and even visited "Vinland"

(North America). Norsemen from what is now Denmark were called Danes and

attacked England as early as 787. The major assault by Norsemen on France came

about 845. In 912, French king Charles III gave the Norse leader Rollo the area

around Rouen. This was the beginning of the duchy of Normandy. In Russia, the

Norsemen were known as Varangians, and one of them, Rurik, established at

Novgorod in 862 the dynasty that ruled in Russia until 1598. In the same

period, strong rulers such as Harold I and Canute began to organize Norse

homelands into the Scandinavian nations of Norway, Denmark, and Sweden.

North Africa  Geographical designation. This term identifies the African

countries south of the Mediterranean and north of the Sahara Desert. It

generally includes Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia, Libya, and, sometimes, Egypt.

North Africa, campaign of  Series of military actions in North Africa (between

1940 and 1943) during World War II. The turning point came in 1942 in the

Battle of El Alamein. The British, now under command of Field Marshal

Montgomery, forced German General Rommel to retreat. Outwitting British

attacks, he fell back to southern Tunisia. New Allied forces, commanded by

General Eisenhower, landed in the west in 1942 in Algeria. They pushed into

Tunisia and guaranteed the German defeat, but only after heavy fighting. When

the Axis forces finally surrendered in 1943 more than 250,000 troops were taken

prisoner. The Axis defeat in North Africa was a major victory for the Allies.

North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO)  Alliance formed after World War II

by the Atlantic nations of Europe and North America to counter potential Soviet

bloc threats. The treaty was originally signed April 4, 1949, and members

included Belgium, Canada, Denmark, France, Great Britain, Iceland, Italy,

Luxembourg, The Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, and the United States. Greece

and Turkey joined in 1952 and West Germany in 1955. With the end of the Cold

War, the military purpose ended. NATO continues to exist, redefining its role.

Northeast Boundary Dispute  American-Canadian border controversy. Due to the

vagueness of the 1783 Treaty of Versailles, the border between Maine and New

Brunswick was unclear. After the Aroostook War, America and Britain decided to

settle the matter permanently through the Webster-Ashburton Treaty of 1842.

Northern War (Great War)  Fought (1700-1721) by Sweden under Charles II and

Russia under Peter I (the Great). Russia was supported by Denmark, Saxony,

Poland, Prussia, and Hanover. The original belligerents (Russia, Poland, and

Denmark) sought to break Swedish hegemony in the Baltic region. Charles

prolonged the war by proving a far better warrior than expected, but Sweden was

ultimately defeated. The Northern War, concurrent with the War of Spanish

Succession in southern Europe, marked the rise of Russian power in the Baltic.

North German Confederation  An alliance of 22 German states north of the Main

River under the leadership of Prussia. Formed in 1866 after the Austro-Prussian

War, it succeeded the German Confederation that had been dominated by Prussia's

rival, Austria. The new confederation lasted between 1866 and 1871, when

Prussian minister Bismarck achieved his goal of creating a unified empire of

all German states under Prussian domination (and excluding Austria). Bismarck

thereby created the modern German state.

Nostradamus (Notredame, Michel de)  French physician and astrologer. His

symbolic rhymes have come to be regarded by some as prophecies for the world's

future and its ending.

Nova Scotia  One of the Maritime Provinces of eastern Canada. The French

founded the first settlement in 1605, but there was constant conflict with the

English for control of the area known as Acadia. In 1755, England gained

control and expelled the French Acadians. The Colony of Nova Scotia entered the

Canadian Confederation in 1867.

November Insurrection  Unsuccessful Polish rebellion (1830 and 1831) against

Russian domination of the Congress Kingdom of Poland. It began on November 29,

1830 after the French July Revolution and rebels seized control of Warsaw. Czar

Nicholas was deposed as king on January 25, 1831 and the numerically superior

Russian army advanced into Poland in February. The Russians attacked Warsaw in

September after several battles and the Polish army withdrew to Prussia, where

it surrendered on October 5.

Novgorod  Russian city located in northwest Russia. The foundation of the

Russian state dates from 862 when the inhabitants of Novgorod asked Rurik to

rule them. At its height in the 14th century, Novgorod boasted rich fairs,

factories, and churches. It came under the control of Moscow in 1478.

Nubia  Ancient region of northeastern Africa that was for many centuries ruled

by Egypt. By the 8th century B.C. Nubia had become independent and conquered

Egypt. The Nobatae formed the next powerful kingdom of the area and converted

to Christianity. After the Muslim takeover in the 14th century, the area became

divided into small states.

Nuclear Test-Ban Treaty  Treaty signed in Moscow on August 5, 1963 between the

United States, Britain, and the Soviet Union, banning nuclear-weapons tests in

the atmosphere, in outer space, and under water. It provided for no

international enforcement machinery, nor, since France and China did not sign,

did it include all nuclear powers.

Numidia  Ancient North African country, situated roughly in modern Algeria.

Masinissa became ruler after allying himself with Rome in the Punic Wars and

was the leader during Numidia's golden age. Under King Juba I, Numidia fell to

Rome in 46 B.C. but enjoyed a long period of prosperity until the invasion of

the Vandals in 428. It was later conquered by the Muslims.

Nuremberg trials  War-crimes trials held after World War II in Nuremberg,

Germany, for the purpose of trying leaders of the Nazi party. The trials were

conducted by a special international tribunal. Twenty-four Nazi leaders were

indicted, including Goring, Keitel, von Ribbentrop, Rosenberg, Hess, and

Schacht. The tribunal held 403 public sessions (November 20, 1945-October 1,

1946), heard hundreds of witnesses, and utilized captured German documents to

prove the charges of war crimes and crimes against peace and humanity (notably

the slaughter of the Jews). Two defendants, including H. Goring, committed

suicide. The trials were controversial, but the tribunal argued that all the

violations were of international laws recognized prior to World War II and that

Nazi crimes against the Jews required a unique response.

Nurhachi (1559-1626)  Manchurian tribal chief and founder of China's Ch'ing

(Manchu) dynasty (1644-1912). After uniting Manchuria, he began the conquest of

the Chinese empire, which his son, Dorgon, completed.

Nyerere, Julius (b. 1922)  First president of the United Republic of Tanzania

(from 1964). He founded the Tanganyika National Union political party in 1954,

became the first prime minister and then president when Tanganyika became

independent in 1961, and effected the union of Tanganyika and Zanzibar as

Tanzania in 1964.

OAS  See Organization of American States.

Obregon, Alvaro (1880-1928)  Mexican general and president (1920-1924). Obregon

supported Carranza against Huerta, F. Villa, and Zapata, but eventually deposed

Carranza. As president, he advocated education and land reforms and improved

relations with the United States.

Oceania (Oceanica)  Pacific Islands. This is the collective name for the

thousands of islands in the central and South Pacific Ocean. Ethnically they

are divided into Australasia, Melanesia, Micronesia, and Polynesia.

Ockham, William of (Occam) (1285-1349)  English Franciscan philosopher. He

opposed the Aristotelian realism of Thomas Aquinas, holding that universal

ideas exist only in the thinking mind. In philosophy he was a nominalist whose

ideas contributed to the decline of scholasticism and eventually to the

Protestant Reformation.

October Manifesto  Manifesto issued on October 30, 1905, by Russian Czar

Nicholas II. Issued in response to the Russian Revolution of 1905, it

guaranteed civil liberties and called for establishment of a duma, which would

have the power to confirm all legislation. The manifesto would have turned the

Russian government into a constitutional monarchy, but it was only partially

enacted.

October Revolution (November Revolution)  The coup d'etat of October 24-25,

1917 (October in the Old Style Julian Calendar that was used in Russia until

1918; by our dating and New Style --November 6-7, 1918) under the leadership of

Lenin, took control of the Russian Revolution. The revolution began with the

February Revolution, the abdication of Czar Nicholas II in 1917, and the

formation of a provisional government dominated by Socialists (eventually

headed by A. Kerensky).

Octobrists (Union of October 17)  Russian conservative political party. It

sought enactment of constitutional reforms based on the October Manifesto

issued by Czar Nicholas II. Formed in 1906, the party was dissolved during the

1917 Russian Revolution.

Oda Nobunaga (1534-1582)  Japanese military leader. He was the first Japanese

commander to arm his troops with muskets. With his allies Hideyoshi Toyotomi

and Ieyasu, he unified most of Japan.

Oder-Neisse Line  Polish-German frontier established by the Soviet Union, Great

Britain, and the United States at the 1945 Potsdam Conference. Poland was

compensated at Germany's expense for the Soviet acquisitions on her eastern

border. These controversial borders were not recognized by West Germany until

1971.

Odoacer (Odovacar) (435-493 A.D.)  German chieftain and mercenary in Roman

service who deposed the last Western Roman emperor, Romulus Augustus, in 476

A.D. He was the virtual ruler of Italy until assassinated by an Ostrogothic

king, Theodoric, acting for the Byzantines.

Odysseus (Ulysses)  Greek mythical king and warrior. His adventures in the

Trojan War were related in Homer's Iliad, and his long trip back to Ithaca

recounted in Homer's Odyssey.

Ogadai (1185-1241)  Mongol ruler (1229-1241), successor to his father, Genghis

Khan. He conquered northern China in 1243 and sent armies, under Batu Khan,

westward into Russia, where they sacked Kiev in 1240 and thereby ended Russian

resistance. Ogadai built the Mongol capital city of Karakorum.

O'Higgins, Bernardo (1778-1842)  Chilean soldier and statesman. He became

leader of the revolutionary forces in Chile in 1813 and helped defeat the

Spaniards at Chacabuco in 1817. He was named supreme dictator and proclaimed

Chilean independence on February 12, 1818. He was the first president of Chile,

until 1823, when he was deposed for his reforms.

Old Kingdom (Pyramid Age)  One of the three great divisions of ancient Egyptian

history (with the Middle and New Kingdoms), the period during which the great

pyramids were built. Generally this period may be taken to include dynasties

3rd-6th, though sources vary (1st-6th and 3rd-8th are also given). Dates vary

as well, though 2700-2200 B.C. is a good guideline. The Egyptian capital was at

Memphis. Among the notable rulers of this period are Zoser, Snefru, Jhufu,

Menkaure, and Pepi.

Oleg (d. 912)  Early Russian ruler. He was a Viking leader and the reputed

founder of Kievan Russia. Oleg expanded his realm of Novgorod, inherited from

Rurik, to include Kiev, which then became the capital of a Kievan-Novgorodian

state in 882. His treaties with the Byzantine Empire (907-911) opened Russia to

Greek, Christian, and cultural penetration.

Olympic Games  Religious athletic games. These ancient Greek games were held

(776 B.C.-393 A.D.) at Olympia once every four years and were called an

Olympiad to honor Zeus. They were revived in 1896, and are now held in a

different world city every four years.

Omar (Umar) (581-644)  Second Muslim caliph. A father-in-law of the prophet

Muhammad, he at first opposed Islam, but was converted by 618. He chose Abu

Bakr as the first caliph to succeed to the authority of the prophet in 632, and

succeeded him in 634. During his caliphate, Arab armies advanced into Syria,

Egypt, and Persia. He established the administration and taxation of the

subsequent empire.

Ontario  East-central Canadian province. The area was first explored by the

French in the early 17th century, although settlement (by Britain and France)

was delayed because of wars with the Iroquois Indians. British claims to the

region were upheld by the Treaty of Paris in 1763, and Ontario was joined to

the province of Quebec in 1774. Ontario and Quebec entered the Dominion of

Canada as separate provinces in 1867.

OPEC  See Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries.

Open door  International diplomatic term applied to the policy of a country

that trades with all other nations on an equal basis. The term was first used

in the 1890s by the United States, which sought to trade with China at a time

when such nations as Britain, Russia, France, Japan, Italy, and Germany all

demanded special trade concessions from the Chinese. The policy was advanced

(1899 and 1900) to the major nations by U.S. Secretary of State J. Hay. Hay

declared it to be in effect in 1900.

Opium War  Name given to two 19th-century wars between China and European

powers. The first war (1839-1842) began when China attempted to enforce its ban

on the importation of opium and seized British-owned opium in Canton. Britain

soon defeated China and forced it to cede Hong Kong to Britain, open several

ports to British trade, and pay an indemnity. The second war (1856-1860) began

after Chinese boarded the British ship Arrow. France joined Britain in a new

war against China. Soon defeated China agreed to the Treaty of Tientsin (1858),

which opened a number of new ports to European trade and secured rights of

interior travel in China, rights for Christian missionaries, residence in

Peking for foreign diplomats, and legalization of the opium trade. China's

opposition to the agreements led to new conflict and the occupation in 1860 of

Peking and burning of the imperial summer palace. The conflict ended with the

Conventions of Peking in 1860, which granted still further concessions.

Organization of American States (OAS)  International organization, founded in

1948 to promote military, economic, and cultural cooperation. Its member

nations include the United States and most of the nations of Latin America.

Cuba was expelled from the OAS in 1962.

Organization of Central American States  Central American association,

organized in 1951 to promote regional and economic unity. Its member states

include Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, and Nicaragua.

Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC)  International group

formed in 1960 to promote the interests of countries that supply the world

market with oil. When the group was founded, member nations were largely at the

mercy of the great international oil companies, which controlled all-important

(in times of plentiful supply) systems of distribution and marketing. But as

oil consumption began to outstrip production in the late 1960s, producing

countries began to get the upper hand. By cutting back their production, OPEC

members found they could effectively force the great industrial powers to pay

any price for oil they demanded. The huge price increases it put into effect in

1973 signaled the ascendancy of OPEC as a dominant force in the world oil

industry. Membership now includes oil-producing countries in the Middle East,

Africa, and South America. In the 1980s, OPEC found it difficult to maintain

unity over the price and supply of oil due to an economic slump, the Iran-Iraq

War, and the Persian Gulf War.

Orlando, Vittorio Emmanuele (1860-1952)  Italian statesman. As premier (1917

-1919), he was one of the "Big Four" at the Versailles Peace Conference in

1919, which formally ended World War I.

Orleans, siege of  Historic siege of Orleans, France (between 1428 and 1429) by

the English during the Hundred Years' War. The English, supporting the claims

of English king Henry VI to the French throne, laid siege to Orleans,

controlled by the supporters of the French dauphin Charles VII. The English

brought the city to near surrender when Joan of Arc, who had gained the

permission of Charles to raise an army, entered the city and lifted the siege.

The English defeat marked the turning point in the Hundred Years' War.

Orsini  Roman family that from the 12th century held great political and

religious power in Rome and Italy.

Orthodox Eastern church  Collective name for the family of Christian churches

that exist largely in the Middle East, Eastern Europe, and Russia. All the

Orthodox churches accept the authority of the first seven ecumenical councils

of the Catholic church but do not accept later councils. They also do not

recognize the authority of the Roman Catholic pope as supreme head of the

church nor the practice of mandatory celibacy for priests. The origins of the

Orthodox church can be traced to the late Roman Empire. As the empire weakened

and was divided into the Western Empire and the Eastern Empire, so too did the

early Christian church suffer a growing division. The Western church developed

along Latin lines and adapted Roman political and civil patterns, while the

Eastern church retained a traditional Greek heritage. The separation between

the two parts of the Christian world occurred slowly from the 5th-11th

centuries, and became a complete schism in 1054 when Pope Leo IX excommunicated

Michael Cerularius, patriarch of Constantinople, and all his followers.

Osei Tutu (d. 1712)  West African leader, founder and first ruler of the

Ashanti nation. The nation was created from a confederacy of West African

kingdoms in what is now Ghana.

Osman I (Othman I) (1259-1326)  Turkish leader, founder of the Ottoman Empire.

Declaring himself emir in 1299, Osman greatly extended his holdings, largely

through conquest of territory from the Byzantine Empire.

Ostracism  Greek political banishment imposed by Athenians on those disrupting

local stability. The banishment lasted 10 years.

Ostrogoths (East Goths)  Germanic tribe. The Ostrogoths were the Eastern tribes

of the Goths, the Visigoths being their Western counterparts. They were

believed to have originated in southern Russia. After being conquered by the

Huns in 370 A.D., they joined with them against the Visigoths and pushed

westward into the Roman Empire. After Attila's death in 453 A.D., many

Ostrogoths settled in Hungary. Others continued into Italy, where their leader,

Theodoric, defeated Odoacer and became king in 493. They were finally

subjugated by the Byzantine general Narses in 552 and were absorbed into other

cultures.

Otto I (Otto the Great) (912-973)  German king (936-973) and Holy Roman emperor

(962-973). Otto became king at the end of a period in which the East Frankish

kingdom --created by the Treaty of Verdun --had broken up into petty states. As

German king, Otto succeeded in extending his authority over rebellious German

dukes by force of arms and by using the church to strengthen his rule. The pope

crowned Otto emperor in 962, and concluded an agreement to regulate relations

between the pope and the emperor. Otto's coronation is thus usually taken as

the beginning of the Holy Roman Empire and its long, often troubled alliance

with the church.

Ottoman Empire  Former empire established in the 13th century by the Osmanli

(Ottoman) Turks. Formed from the territories once ruled by the Seljuk Turks,

the empire expanded its holdings at the expense of the Byzantine Empire. The

Ottoman conquest of Constantinople in 1453 marked the end of the Byzantine

Empire. The Ottomans then advanced into Europe, creating an empire that

stretched from the Balkans (southeast Europe), across the Near East and into

North Africa. By the early 18th century the empire began to disintegrate, and

during the 19th century the Eastern Question became a major concern of European

powers. The empire was finally dismembered at the end of World War I.

Ovid (Naso, Publius Ovidius) (43 B.C.-18 A.D.)  Roman poet, considered one of

the great poets of antiquity.  He wrote the Metamorphoses.

Owen, Robert (1771-1858)  British manufacturer and reformer. A successful

textile manufacturer, he instituted reforms in child employment, education,

health, and hygiene. His progressive ideas were adopted by several experimental

communities, including one at New Harmony, Indiana.

Pact of Steel  Treaty (May 22, 1939) between Germany and Italy, confirming the

German-Italian alliance. The treaty obligated each to enter any war in which

the other was engaged. Thus Italy joined Hitler in World War II (June 10, 1940)

and ultimately broke the treaty by reaching a separate peace with the Allies on

September 3, 1943.

Paez, Jose Antonio (1790-1873)  Venezuelan revolutionary and statesman. He

aided Bolivar in the fight for South American independence from Spain. Later,

however, he led the movement to separate Venezuela from Bolivar's Great

Colombia in 1831. Paez was president (1831-1835), (1839-1843), and dictator

(1861-1863) of Venezuela.

Pahlevi, Mohammed Reza Shah (1919-1980)  Shah of Iran. He ascended the throne

in 1941, after his father, Reza Shah Pahlevi was deposed by British and Soviet

military intervention. He was forced to leave the country briefly in 1953. He

was restored with American and British help and subsequently attempted to

promote social and economic reforms. The shah, generally pro-Western in

attitude, launched projects to modernize his country, but was often beset by

financial and political instability. He was overthrown in 1979 by a Muslim

fundamentalist revolution that brought Ayatollah Khomeini to power.

Pahlevi, Reza Shah (1877-1944)  Shah of Iran (1925-1941). An army officer, he

led a coup d'etat in 1921 becoming prime minister of the new regime in 1923. He

changed the name of Persia to Iran. Virtually a dictator, Reza Khan deposed

Ahmed Shah, the last shah of the Kajar (or Qajar) dynasty in 1925, and was

proclaimed shah of Iran. He changed his name to Reza Shah Pahlevi, thus

founding the Pahlevi dynasty. He introduced many reforms, reorganizing the

army, government administration, and finances. He abolished all special rights

granted to foreigners, thus gaining real independence for Iran. Reza Shah was

forced to abdicate in favor of his son, Mohammed Reza Shah in 1941.

Palaeologus  Byzantine ruling dynasty. This Greek family ruled the Byzantine

Empire from 1261-1453, when the Turks brought the empire to an end. Emperor

Michael VIII became the first ruler of the line when he ousted the crusader

kings of the Latin Empire of Constantinople and thereby restored the Byzantine

Empire. The last ruler of the family, Constantine XI, was killed defending

Constantinople against the Turks.

Paleolithic (Old Stone Age)  The earliest period of human development and the

longest phase of human history, dating from about 500,000 years ago to 6000

B.C. Life was sustained by gathering food and hunting. Roughly chipped axes

were the basic tools. It is believed that during this period fire was developed

and language evolved.

Palestine  Historic region on the east coast of the Mediterranean, including

modern Israel and the part of Jordan east of the Jordan River. Palestine is

considered a Holy Land by the Jews, Christians, and Muslims, and the historic

center of the region is Jerusalem. Palestine, inhabited since very ancient

times, is the scene of many of the events recounted in the Bible. The region

was controlled by various powers of the ancient world though it remained a

Jewish homeland until late in the Roman era. Palestine subsequently fell to the

Muslims in the 7th century A.D. Palestine remained in Muslim hands until the

20th century, though by the end of the 19th century Jews had already begun

again to colonize the region. The movement to create a Jewish homeland in

Palestine after World War I resulted in serious clashes between Arabs and Jews

there. The conflict between Arabs and Israelis continued after the creation of

Israel in 1948 and has contributed to Mideast instability into the 1980s and

1990s.

Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO)  Arab political and terrorist

organization. Founded in 1964, the PLO is made up of various Arab guerrilla

groups dedicated to reclaiming Palestinian homelands now occupied by Israel.

The group has been involved in a bitter guerrilla war with the Israelis, and

their activities have included airplane hijackings, terrorist bombings,

massacres of Israeli civilians, and skirmishes with Israeli military forces.

Since 1964 the PLO has been headed by Yasir Arafat, whose guerrilla

organization (Al Fatah) dominates the PLO. The PLO was formally recognized by

the United Nations in 1974. In 1988 Arafat renounced the use of terrorism and,

as a result, the United States agreed to meetings. The progress of these

meetings has been slowed by continued terrorist activity and Israeli reaction,

especially the Israeli expulsion of over 400 Palestinians to Southern Lebanon.

Pan-Germanism  German nationalist movement, organized in 1894. It called for

the political unification of all German-speaking people. The movement was used

to justify Germany's expansionist policies and after World War I figured in

Hitler's National Socialist program.

Pankhurst, Emmeline Goulden (1857-1928)  British feminist, who founded the

Women's Social and Political Union in 1903 to promote women's suffrage.

Pan-Slavism  Slavic unity movement. This movement arose in the 19th century and

stressed the common culture and history of the various Slavic peoples, then

divided between Austrian and Ottoman empires. Pan-Slavism figured in Russian

imperial policy, contributed to the outbreak of the Russo-Turkish War (1877 and

1878), and was a factor in Russia's alliance with Serbia against the Austrians

in the years before World War I.

Papacy  The system of government of the Roman Catholic church, which is headed

by the pope (bishop of Rome), who is considered the successor to St. Peter and

vicar of Christ. The pope is considered infallible by the Roman Catholic church

in matters of faith or morality and is head of independent Vatican City. Early

popes played an important role in the spread of the Christian church and in

resolving the many doctrinal disputes of that era. In medieval times popes were

the central figures in the great struggles for power between the church and

European monarchs. Later they instituted the Catholic Reformation and,

gradually forced to relinquish their secular powers, came to focus on spiritual

concerns. In modern times, the popes have been especially active in adapting

the church to the rapidly changing modern world.

Papal States  Former territory over which the pope had direct temporal rule

(756-1870). The size of the territory varied throughout its history but at its

greatest extent it included a wide swath across central Italy.

Papen, Franz von (1879-1969)  German politician. As Hindenburg's chancellor, he

facilitated the rise of the Nazi party by lifting the ban on their paramilitary

troops and later helped bring Hitler to power.

Papineau, Louis Joseph (1786-1871)  French-Canadian political leader. He

stirred his followers in Lower Canada to rebellion against British rule in

1831, shortly before the revolt led by W. Mackenzie broke out. See Mackenzie,

William Lyon.

Papyrus  Reed plant once widely cultivated by the ancient Egyptians and used by

them to make writing paper (from 3500 B.C.).

Paris, Treaty of  1. Treaty of 1763 between Britain, France, and Spain ending

the Seven Years' War (1756-1763) and the subsidiary French and Indian War in

the colonies. The treaty marked the ascendancy of Britain as the leading

colonial power. By its terms Britain received French holdings in Canada,

America (east of the Mississippi), Grenada, the Grenadines, and Senegal.

Britain received Florida from Spain and returned Cuba and the Philippines to

Spain, while Spain got all of the Louisiana Territory west of the Mississippi

from France. Britain gave France Guadeloupe, Martinique, Miquelon, and St.

Pierre. Britain also restored some French possessions in India. 2. Treaty of

1783 between the United States, Britain, and other European powers ending the

American Revolution (1775-1783). By its terms Britain recognized American

independence. U.S. boundaries were fixed (at the Mississippi in the West),

Spain reacquired Florida and Minorca from Britain, and France got Senegal and

Tobago. See Appendix: Paris Peace Treaty of 1783.  3. Treaty of 1814 between

France and the allied powers who had defeated Napoleon. The terms of the treaty

were not harsh and included a return of France to its borders of 1792,

restoration to France of most of its colonies taken by Britain, and the loss of

Malta to Britain. No indemnity was imposed and a congress was to be held at

Vienna to work out final arrangements 4. Treaty of 1815 between France and the

victorious European allies after Napoleon's defeat at the end of his Hundred

Days. Harsher terms were imposed and included a large indemnity, a return to

the borders of 1790, and payment of expenses for an army to occupy northern

France. 5. Treaty of 1856 between Russia and the allies (Ottoman Turks,

Britain, France, and Sardinia) ending the Crimean War. Russia returned Kars and

regained Sevastopol, ceded the mouth of the Danube and part of Bessarabia, and

abandoned claims to protect Christians within the Ottoman Empire. The Black Sea

was declared neutral.

Paris Peace Conference  Conference between 1919 and 1920 of Allied leaders at

the end of World War I to determine peace terms to be imposed on Germany and

the other Central Powers. It resulted in the Treaty of Versailles with Germany,

in the Treaty of Saint-Germain with Austria, and the Treaty of Neuilly with

Bulgaria.

Park Chung Hee (1917-1979)  South Korean president (1963-1979). He rose to

power through the military and participated in the 1961 military coup against

the civilian government. Elected president in 1963, he subsequently

consolidated his power and instituted a police state in Korea. During his

administration, border clashes with North Korea subsided and the economy

improved. Park was assassinated in 1979.

Parlement  A French royal court under the Ancien Regime. There were parlements

in Paris and 14 provincial cities. They combined the functions of a department

of justice and appellate court, had no legislative powers, but did enjoy a

certain "right of remonstrance" against royal acts.

Parliament  Legislative assembly. In Britain, Parliament consists of the

reigning monarch, the House of Lords, and the House of Commons. Power rests

largely with the House of Commons, the monarch being sovereign in name only and

the House of Lords having lost much of its power in 1911. The origins of the

British Parliament can be traced to the 13th-century royal feudal council, the

Curia Regis, which gave rise to the House of Lords and to the irregular

assemblages of the knights and burgesses, which gave rise to the House of

Commons. Though a forerunner of Parliament (King Edward III's Model Parliament)

was convened in 1295, the basic structure of Parliament did not appear until

the 14th century. Thereafter, Parliament began a long struggle for supremacy

over the English monarchs, usually relying on its control of finances to force

concessions. Parliament finally established its supremacy over the monarchs by

the Glorious Revolution of 1688, and thereafter the monarchs' involvement in

government steadily diminished.

Parliament Act  British act of 1911 by which the House of Lords lost its veto

power over parliamentary legislation. It was passed amid a political crisis

caused by the opposition by the House of Lords to proposed tax on the wealthy

to fund a social insurance program. The bill was advanced in 1909 by D. Lloyd

George.

Parnell, Charles Stewart (1846-1891)  Leading figure in the Irish Home Rule

movement in the late 1800s. See Home Rule.

Parthia  Ancient Asian country, located in what is now modern Iran. The

territory was part of the Assyrian, Persian, Macedonian, and Seleucid empires

before Arsaces founded the Parthian kingdom in 247 B.C. At its peak in the 1st

century B.C., the Parthian Empire extended from the Euphrates River to the

Indus River and from the Oxus River to the Indian Ocean. The empire was taken

over in 226 A.D. by Ardashir I, founder of the Sassanidae Empire.

Partition(s) of Poland  Three successive divisions of Polish territories in the

18th century that resulted in complete dismemberment of Poland.

Pasteur, Louis (1822-1895)  French chemist whose work led to the germ theory of

disease. He discovered the process of pasteurization and used vaccination

against anthrax in sheep in 1881 and against rabies in 1885.

Pathet Lao (Lao Country)  Laotian Communist political and military

organization. Formed in 1950, the group fought the French in the 1950s, later

participated in a Laotian coalition government, and, from 1961, fought a bitter

civil war against the American backed Laotian government. With the withdrawal

of U.S. forces from southeast Asia, the Laotian government forces surrendered

and the Pathet Lao took control in 1975.

Patricians  Members of the Roman upper class. The patricians represented the

wealthy, educated privileged classes of ancient Rome. For many years only they

could hold public office. By the 3rd century B.C., however, this distinction

between the patricians and the plebeians (lower class) was eliminated. Members

of the new ruling aristocracy, composed of both patricians and office-holding

plebeians, were called nobles.

Paul I (1754-1801)  Russian emperor (1796-1801). On gaining the throne, he

reversed many of his mother's reforms (Catherine II), alienated the nobility by

taking steps to centralize power, and, by his inconsistent foreign policy,

managed to isolate Russia during the period of the French Revolutionary Wars.

Paul III (Farnese, Alessandro) (1468-1549)  Italian-born pope (1534-1549). He

sanctioned the Society of Jesus (Jesuits) in 1540, initiated the Catholic

Reformation, and called the Council of Trent in 1545.

Paul, Saint (d. 67 A.D.)  Christian missionary and saint. Originally a Pharisee

called Saul of Tarsus, he persecuted Christians until a vision and a miracle

converted him. He then became a zealous missionary to the Gentiles and a

founder of many churches. His epistles (letters) to his followers are included

in the New Testament. His writings greatly influenced subsequent church

doctrine.

Pax Romana  Roman peace. Period of stability (27 B.C.-180 A.D.) from the

beginning of Augustus' reign until the death of Marcus Aurelius that the Roman

Empire enjoyed peace, and orderly government.

Peasants' Revolt  Popular uprising in England in 1381 over a variety of

grievances, including the poll tax and the Statute of Labourers in 1351, which

held down wages of a work force then decimated by the plague. Led by Wat Tyler,

the rebels marched on London, took the Tower of London, and beheaded the

Archbishop of Canterbury. During a meeting at Mile End, the rebels forced King

Richard II to make concessions, including an end to serfdom, forced labor, and

restrictions on trade. Tyler was killed at London soon afterward, however, and

the revolt collapsed. Richard then rescinded the Mile End concessions.

Peasants' War  Revolt (1524-1526) by the peasants and townspeople in southern

Germany and Austria against the repressive policies of the nobles and clergy.

Inspired in part by the Reformation and the teachings of such leaders as Luther

and H. Zwingli, the peasants and poor townspeople formed armies to force

religious and political concessions demanded by such rebel leaders as Munzer.

Luther denounced the movement, and it was ruthlessly crushed in Germany in

1525. In Austria the disorders lasted until 1526.

Pedro I (1798-1834)  First emperor of Brazil (1822-1831). Pedro declared

Brazilian independence from Portugal on Sept. 7, 1822 and accepted a liberal

constitution in 1824. Later forced to abdicate to his son, Pedro II, he

returned to Portugal, ousted King Miguel and restored his daughter Maria II.

Pedro II (1825-1891)  Emperor of Brazil (1831-1889), successor to his father

Pedro I. A man of great learning, he worked for reform. The abolition of

slavery in Brazil, effected with his support in 1888, was widely opposed by

landowners.

Peel, Sir Robert (1788-1850)  British statesman, prime minister (1834 and 1835,

1841-1846), and founder of the Conservative party. A Tory member of Parliament

in his early years, after his first ministry fell, he saw the need for reform,

issued his Tamworth Manifesto, and formed the Conservative party. During his

second ministry, he introduced an income tax and repealed the Corn Laws.

Peloponnesian League  Confederation of Greek city-states organized and

dominated by Sparta in the 6th century B.C. as a military alliance.

Peloponnesian War  War (431-404 B.C.) between Sparta and Athens (and respective

allied city-states) for control of Greece. Before the war Sparta held sway over

most of the city-states of inland Greece (through the Peloponnesian League),

while Athens controlled the Delian League, a maritime empire extending out over

the Aegean. Sparta had a superior land army and Athens had a powerful navy. The

two city-states had long been rivals and the intricate system of alliances with

other city-states meant that even local conflicts could erupt into a general

war. Although Athens entered the war with the riches of the Delian treasury to

support its war effort, Sparta ultimately emerged victorious. Athens never

regained its former power, and Sparta for a time became the undisputed power in

ancient Greece.

Peloponnesus  Peninsula of Greece forming the southern part of the country. It

is almost completely separated from mainland (central) Greece by the Gulf of

Corinth. In ancient times, its major cities included Sparta and Corinth.

Peninsular War  Series of military campaigns between 1808 and 1814 conducted by

British, Portuguese, and Spanish forces against the French in the Iberian

Peninsula during the Napoleonic Wars. The Peninsular War was prompted by the

French invasion of Portugal following Portugal's refusal to join Napoleon's

Continental System. The French army (1771-1813), forced Portuguese king John VI

to flee to Brazil and French forces invaded Spain and occupied Madrid. The

Peninsular War came to an end with Napoleon's abdication in 1814.

Pepin of Heristal (d. 714)  Ruler of the Franks (687-714). He became mayor of

the palace in 680 of the Frankish kingdom and ruled the kingdom. He was father

of Charles Martel and grandfather of Charlemagne.

Pepin the Short (714?-768)  First Carolingian king of the Franks (751-768). He

had himself crowned as king of the Franks in 751. In return for papal consent

to his crowning, he protected Rome from the Lombards and turned over conquered

Italian territories to the pope in what is called the Donation of Pepin in 756.

These lands formed the basis for the Papal States.

Pepys, Samuel (1633-1703)  English administrator and famous diarist. His diary

(1660-1669) provided a vivid account of the English Restoration period.

Peres, Shimon (b. 1923)  Israeli Socialist politician, leader of the Labor

party since 1977, alternated as prime minister with Yitzak Shamir from 1984 to

1989. Named prime minister in 1992, but was replaced by Yitzhak Rabin.

Perestroika  See Government.

Perez de Cuellar, Javier (b. 1920)  Peruvian diplomat, U.N. Secretary-General

from 1982 to 1991. He oversaw the end of the Iran-Iraq War in 1988 and

independence for Namibia in 1989. He also led U.N. actions against Iraqi

invasion of Kuwait (See Persian Gulf War) and obtained release of Western

hostages held in Lebanon.

Pergamum  Ancient city in northern Asia Minor, the capital of the kingdom of

Mysia, and one of the greatest cultural centers of the Hellenistic

civilization.

Pericles (495-429 B.C.)  Athenian statesman and general. Pericles became the

leader of Athens, he ended the war with Persia in 448 B.C., asserted Athenian

domination over member states of the Delian League, and arranged a truce with

Sparta in 445 B.C. In this period of peace Pericles strengthened the Athenian

navy, instituted reforms that strengthened the Athenian democracy, patronized

the arts, and embarked on a great program of building that glorified Athens.

Peron, Juan Domingo (1895-1974)  Argentine president (1946-1955, 1973 and 1974)

and nationalist. During the early part of his presidency, he and his wife Eva

were popular with the workers and were able to make many economic and political

changes, in a reform program called the Peronismo. His regime became

increasingly totalitarian and anti-clerical, however, and he was deposed in

1955. He lived in Spain until his brief return to power in 1973.

Peron, Maria Estela Martinez de ( Isabel Peron) (b. l931)  President of

Argentina (1974-1976). The second wife of Juan Peron, she was his vice

president (1973 and 1974) and succeeded him after he died in office. She was

ousted by a military coup.

Peron, Maria Eva Duarte de (Evita) (1919-1952)  Argentine political leader, the

wife of President Juan Peron. Popular with the masses, she wielded great

political power during her husband's first term. She effected many reforms,

including voting rights for women.

Persia  Historic empire of ancient origins centered in modern Iran and at times

extending well into southwest Asia. Persia began its rise to prominence in

about the 7th century B.C. and by the 6th century B.C. had become the dominant

power of the ancient near eastern world. After the 5th century B.C., the power

and fortunes of the empire rose and fell. Persia was conquered variously,

notably by the Macedonian Greeks and the Muslims, and its vast domains were

greatly reduced. Persia nevertheless developed a distinctive culture that drew

on Greek, Muslim, and other influences. After a long period of control by Arab

Muslims and Turkic peoples, Persia again emerged in the 16th century as an

independent empire.

Persian Gulf War  The war began with Iraq's unprovoked invasion of Kuwait on

August 2, 1990. A United Nations Security Council deadline to withdraw went

unheeded. United States-led allied forces, carrying out U.N. directives, then

liberated Iraqi-held Kuwait. Under the military command of U.S. general Norman

Schwarzkopf, Iraqi forces were defeated in six weeks (January 17-February 28,

1991), with an estimated loss of 100,000 Iraqi soldiers, 480 allied troops, and

many thousands of civilians in Iraq and Kuwait. See also U.S. History.

Persian Wars  Series of military campaigns conducted by the Persians against

the Greeks beginning in 499 B.C. The wars were sparked by revolt of the Ionian

Greeks against Persian rule in 499. The cities of Athens and Eretria aided the

Ionian Greeks, but the revolt was crushed in 494 by Persian king Darius. Darius

then sent a large force to punish Athens and Eretria. The Persians took Macedon

and Thrace in 492, but their fleet was badly damaged by storms and they were

obliged to withdraw. A second expedition occupied Eretria, but while attempting

to advance upon Athens, the Persians were defeated at Marathon in 490, by an

Athenian force led by Miltiades. Darius gathered a massive third expeditionary

force, but died in 486 before it could move against Greece. The expedition was

conducted by his son and successor, Xerxes I, who landed in Greece in 480. The

Persians were delayed at Thermopylae by a small Spartan force under Leonidas,

and although the Persians took Athens, their navy was destroyed at Salamis in

480. Xerxes returned to Persia but left an army in Greece under Mardonius. The

Greek victory over Mardonius at Plataea in 479, and destruction of the Persian

fleet at Mycale that year marked the end of Persia's military campaigns against

mainland Greece. After 479, sporadic fighting between the Greeks and Persians

continued until a peace was concluded in 449. The wars between Persia and the

Greek city-states resulted in the decline of Persian power and the rise of

Greek power.

Petain, Henri Philippe (1856-1951)  French marshal. Though a hero at Verdun in

World War I, Petain collaborated with the Nazis and became head of the French

Vichy government during World War II.

Peter (d. 64? A.D.)  Apostle, pope, and saint. According to the Bible, Peter

was a fisherman of Galilee who was originally known as Simon. In the Roman

Catholic church, he is considered the first pope.

Peter I (Peter the Great) (1672-1725)  Russian czar (1682-1725). Peter's reign

was dominated by his efforts to modernize and westernize Russia. He brought

Russia into the European sphere, created the first Russian navy, took measures

to control the nobility, improved the position of women, reduced the power of

the clergy, and imported Western technology. Other events of his reign included

Russo-Turkish Wars, and the Northern War with Sweden (1700-1721). He also

created a new capital city, St. Petersburg.

Peter II (1648-1706)  King of Portugal (1683-1706). Peter concluded the treaty

of Lisbon of 1683, by which Spain recognized Portugal's independence, and

failed in his attempts to keep Portugal out of the War of Spanish Succession.

Peter II (1715-1730)  Czar of Russia (1727-1730). Only 11 at his accession, he

was manipulated by the Dolgoruki family. They arranged the arrest of

Catherine's former adviser, Menshikov, and moved the capital (1728) to Moscow.

Peter III (1717-1786)  King of Portugal (1777-1786). He was crowned with his

niece, Maria I, and the two ruled jointly. Both were unfit for rule, however,

and the government was run by others.

Peter III (1728-1762)  Czar of Russia in 1762. Soon after taking power, Peter

removed Russia from the Seven Years' War and alienated both the church and the

nobles. His wife thereupon conspired his overthrow on June 9, 1762 and

succeeded him as Catherine II (the Great). Peter was killed a short time later.

Peter V (1837-1861)  King of Portugal (1853-1861). He ended slavery in

Portuguese territories in 1858, promoted education and the beginnings of

industrialization.

Peter the Hermit (1050-1115)  French religious leader. By his preaching, he won

over thousands to the First Crusade and led one of the ill-equipped bands of

zealous citizens to Byzantium. His followers were largely wiped out in the

early stages of fighting in Asia Minor.

Petition of Right  English parliamentary act of 1628. A part of the power

struggle between Charles I and Parliament, it was intended to stop abuses of

power by Charles. It included an end to arbitrary arrest and imprisonment, the

quartering of soldiers in civilian homes, taxation without parliamentary

approval, and the use of martial law in peacetime. Charles agreed to it in June

1628 in return for money grants he needed to prosecute his foreign wars, then

promptly violated it. Nevertheless, the petition is important in English

constitutional law.

Petrarch, Francesco (Petrarca, Francesco) (1304-1374)  Italian Renaissance poet

and scholar, Petrarch was one of the greatest scholars and lyric poets of his

age and proved to be a major influence in spreading Greek ideals, humanism, and

other elements of early Renaissance thought.

Pharaoh  Title of Egyptian kings. The title, meaning, "the great house," was

bestowed on all kings of ancient Egypt from the time of the New Kingdom.

Philip I (1052-1108)  Capetian king of France (1060-1108). Throughout his reign

Philip struggled to prevent the union of England and Normandy, which would

overpower France.

Philip II (382-336 B.C.)  Macedonian king (359-336 B.C.), whose conquest of

Greece laid the foundation for the great Macedonian Empire established by his

son, Alexander the Great. From 357 B.C., Philip embarked on his program of

expansion by war and alliances and defeated his last opponents in Greece

(Athens and Thebes) in the Battle of Chaeronea in 338 B.C. He was killed while

preparing to invade Persia.

Philip II (Philip Augustus) (1165-1223)  French king (1179-1223). Philip was

the first powerful Capetian king and more than doubled his domains by

conquering parts of Flanders and by taking English possessions on the Continent

(Angevin domains). By his victory at the Battle of Bouvines in 1214, he

established France as a major power. He also instituted administrative reforms

and allowed prosecution of the Albigensians.

Philip II (1527-1598)  King of Spain (1156-1198) and Portugal (1580-1598, as

Philip I). He succeeded his father, Holy Roman Emperor Charles V, to the

Spanish throne and had earlier received from him the Spanish Netherlands,

Milan, Naples, and Sicily. Philip married English Queen Mary I in 1554 and,

after her death in 1558, was refused by Elizabeth I. Under Philip, Spain

emerged as the dominant power in Italy after the Italian Wars and enjoyed

victories against the Ottoman Turks. But Philip's efforts to defend Catholicism

(sometimes combined with his political aims) led to trouble at home and abroad.

Within the empire, persecutions by the Inquisition were increased, resulting in

a revolt in the Spanish Netherlands. The revolt ended in the independence of

the United Provinces. Philip's conflicts with Protestants in other countries

brought war against England and the disastrous defeat of the Spanish Armada

which resulted in the decline of Spain as a military power. He also involved

Spain in the French Wars of Religion, which, combined with his other foreign

wars, seriously weakened the finances of the empire.

Philip III (Philip the Bold) (1245-1285)  King of France (1270-1285). He died

during the retreat from an unsuccessful attack on the Spanish kingdom of

Aragon.

Philip III (1578-1621)  King of Spain (1598-1621), Philip also ruled Naples,

Sicily, and Portugal (as Philip II), though he was content to let his favorites

do the actual governing. The Moriscos were expelled during his reign, in 1609.

Philip IV (Philip the Fair) (1268-1314)  Capetian king of France (1285-1314).

Philip's reign was marked by his successful struggle against the church. Early

in his reign, Philip's need for money to prosecute foreign wars caused him to

impose a tax on the clergy. Pope Boniface VIII opposed the tax in 1296 but was

forced to concede. Philip next arrested a bishop and thereby renewed the

dispute with Boniface. To resolve the matter, Philip convened (1302 and 1303) a

council of nobles, clergy, and others (the first French States-General). When

Boniface answered by threatening Philip with excommunication Philip had him

arrested. Boniface died soon afterward and Philip secured the election of Pope

Clement V. Thereafter, Clement cooperated with Philip, and moved the papacy to

Avignon in 1309. See Babylonian Captivity.

Philip IV (1605-1665)  Spanish king (1621-1665). His reign was marked by his

willingness to let his ministers govern and by Spain's decline as a European

power.

Philip V (1294-1322)  French king (1317-1322). Philip strengthened local

militias and instituted other administrative reforms.

Philip V (1683-1746)  Spanish king (1700-1746). First Bourbon king of Spain.

His succession resulted in the War of Spanish Succession and loss of

territories by the Peace of Utrecht. Philip's early attempts to retake lost

territories in Italy failed when the Quadruple Alliance was formed against him.

His later involvement in the wars of Polish Succession and Austrian Succession,

however, won Naples, Sicily, Parma, and Piacenza for Spain.

Philip VI (1293-1350)  French king (1328-1350). First king of the Valois line.

His reign was marked by the beginning of the Hundred Years' War (1337-1453) and

the outbreak of the Black Plague (1348 and 1349) in France.

Philippine Insurrection  An outgrowth of the Philippine Revolution and the

Spanish-American War. Filipino leader Aguinaldo refused to accept the Treaty of

Paris in 1898, by which Spain ceded the Philippines to the United States, and

continued to fight for Filipino independence. Aguinaldo was captured in 1901

and the war ended a year later.

Philippine Revolution  Filipino war for independence from Spain (1896-1898).

The war was led by Aguinaldo. After the outbreak of the Spanish-American War,

Aguinaldo helped American Commodore Dewey occupy Manila in 1898 and established

a provisional government. However, the Treaty of Paris in 1898 ceded the

Philippines to the United States, and Aguinaldo led the Philippine Insurrection

against American control.

Philosophes  Name given to the writers, philosophers, social critics, and

political scientists of the Enlightenment who popularized the use of reason in

human affairs.

Phoenicia  Ancient name applied to the narrow coastal region bordering the

eastern Mediterranean roughly contiguous with modern Lebanon. The Phoenicians

were related to the Canaanites and had established themselves as traders and

sailors by the 25th century B.C. Early on they came under the influence of the

Egyptians, with whom they traded. Although never a unified country, Phoenicia

saw the rise of several important cities, notably Byblos, Sidon, Tyre and

Tripoli. Phoenician traders founded settlements throughout the Mediterranean,

such as on the islands of Rhodes and Cyprus and at Utica and Carthage. Later,

Phoenicia gained independence as Egyptian power began to decline around the

12th century B.C. During this period Phoenician traders ranged widely through

the Mediterranean. The Phoenicians were known for their metalwork, glasswork,

woven cloth, and fabric dyed with a color known as Tyrian purple. Their

greatest innovation, however, was their alphabet, which was adopted by the

Greeks and eventually replaced the older system of hieroglyphic writing.

Phoenicia came under Persian domination in the 6th century B.C. and was

conquered by Alexander the Great in the 4th century B.C. Under the Macedonian

rule much of the region was Hellenized and Phoenician culture underwent a

decline. Phoenicia ceased to exist when the area was incorporated into the

Roman province of Syria in 64 A.D.

Physiocrats  French intellectuals in the 1700s who developed the first complete

system of economics. Led by Francois Quesnay, they emphasized that land was the

ultimate source of all wealth, advocated a single tax on it, extolled free

trade and laissez-faire, and stressed the importance of natural laws.

Piast  Polish dynasty. The Piasts were Poland's first dynasty, ruling from the

11th century to 1370, when they were replaced by the Jagiello line. Branches of

the family, however, continued in Bohemia for several more centuries.

Picts  Ancient people of Scotland. They frequently invaded Roman-held Britain

and established a kingdom in Scotland that flourished in the 8th century.

Pilsudski, Joseph (1867-1935)  Polish general and politician. A lifelong

fighter against Russia for Polish independence, he declared Poland a republic

in 1918 and became its first president. He dominated Polish politics, both in

and out of office, into the 1930s.

Pinochet Ugarte, Augusto (b. 1915)  Became Chilean military leader and

president in 1973. As commander-in-chief of the army he directed the successful

coup against his predecessor, President Allende in 1973. He resigned in 1992.

Pisa, Council of  Roman Catholic church council. It was called in 1409 to heal

the papal schism that had resulted in the naming of two rival popes, Gregory

XII in Rome and Benedict XIII in Avignon. The council deposed both and elected

a third pope, Alexander V. Far from ending the schism, the council complicated

matters by establishing three papal claimants. The Council of Constance (1414

-1418) ultimately forced all three to resign and elected Martin V.

Pisistratus (605-527 B.C.)  Tyrant of Athens (560-556, 554-527 B.C.).

Pisistratus established Athenian hegemony in Ionia, sponsored extensive pubic

building, passed important land laws, and commissioned a definitive edition of

Homer.

Pitt, William (the Elder), 1st earl of Chatham (1708-1778)  British statesman,

and noted orator, called "the Great Commoner." His vigorous foreign policies

during the Seven Years' War (1756-1763), led to French defeats in India,

Africa, and North America, and to Britain's emergence as the world's greatest

colonial power. He entered Parliament in 1735 and, called by George II to serve

as secretary of state, he effectively became the prime minister (1756-1761) for

most of the war in which Britain stripped France of most of its colonial

empire.

Pitt, William (the Younger) (1759-1806)  British prime minister (1783-1801,

1804-1806) Pitt led Britain through the French Revolutionary and early

Napoleonic wars. As prime minister starting in 1783, he attempted to reorganize

government finances in order to reduce the national debt, lowered customs

duties, revised the British East India Company's role in India's government in

1784, created Upper and Lower Canada by his Constitution Act in 1791, and

organized Britain (and various foreign coalitions) for war after the start of

the French Revolutionary Wars. He returned in 1804 to form his second ministry

after the outbreak of the Napoleonic Wars and organized the Third Coalition

against Napoleon in 1805.

Pius VII ( Barnaba Chiaramonti) (1740-1823) Pope.  He signed the Concordat of

1801 with Napoleon and took part in his coronation in 1804. His later

opposition to Napoleon led to French annexation of the Papal States in 1809.

Pius excommunicated Napoleon but became the emperor's virtual prisoner.

Pius IX (Mastai-Ferretti, Giovanni Maria) (1792-1878) Pope (1846-1878).  His

reign was the longest in Catholic history. During his pontificate the Papal

States and Rome passed to Italy in 1870.

Pizarro, Francisco (1476-1541)  Spanish conqueror of the Incas of Peru. He

accompanied Balboa when he discovered the Pacific Ocean in 1513.

Plain, the  In the French Revolution, the amorphous, moderate party that

occupied the lower seats in the National Convention chamber. It was

distinguished from the more radical representatives of the Montagnard who

occupied the higher seats.

Planck, Max (1858-1947)  German physicist. He originated the modern quantum

theory in 1900 which revolutionized modern physics.

Plantagenets  The kings of England between 1154 and 1485. The name is thought

to derive from the broom worn in the cap of the founder of the dynasty,

Geoffrey of Anjou. Also known as Angevins.

Plato (427?-347 B.C.)  Ancient Greek philosopher. One of the great philosophers

of all time. He became a pupil of Socrates, whose ideas and use of the

dialectic (Socratic method) in pursuing truth later played an important role in

Plato's writings. After Socrates' trial and execution in 399 B.C., Plato left

Athens. He returned to Athens in 388 B.C. and founded the Academy, an

institution devoted to the investigation of scientific and philosophical truth,

which flourished until the 6th century A.D., when it was closed by Justinian.

Plato is known best for his writings, among them the Republic, Apology,

Symposium, Phaedo, Meno, and the Laws. All of his writings take the form of

dialogues, and many of them contain the character of Socrates as a leading

figure. They are noted for their use of the dialectic, the technique of

questioning all beliefs and assumptions in an attempt to come to a larger or

more general truth or conception of reality. Plato's system of philosophy was

based on the concept of a body of unchangeable and archetypal Ideas, of which

the world's objects or appearances are mere approximations. The greatest of

these Ideas was the Idea of the Good. The quest for the Good would ultimately

lead humans to harmony with the state and the universe. Plato's writings had

enormous influence in the growth of Western civilization, and his writings

retain a position of eminence in both Western philosophy and Western

literature. In addition, his writings provide the primary source of knowledge

of Socrates' teachings. See also Philosophy section.

Plebeians (plebs)  In Roman history, the general body of citizens, as opposed

to the aristocratic patricians. Originally excluded from all officeholding, by

287 B.C. they had achieved virtual political equality, although social

distinction continued to be maintained.

Plebiscite  System of government by which questions are submitted to direct

national vote instead of being determined by parliamentary representatives.

PLO  See Palestine Liberation Organization.

Pogrom  Attack on minority groups carried out with the connivance or toleration

of the authorities. "Pogrom" is derived from the Russian word for riot or

devastation. Pogroms against Jews began in Russia in 1881 following the

assassination of Czar Alexander II and continued sporadically until the Russian

Revolution.

Poincare, Raymond (1860-1934)  French president (1913-1920) and three times

premier (1912 and 1913, 1922-1924, 1926-1929). A conservative nationalist, he

ordered France's occupation of the Ruhr in 1923 after Germany failed to pay war

reparations.

Polignac, Auguste Jules Armand Marie, prince de (1780-1847)  French royalist

statesman. He became the principal minister to King Charles X. His ordinances

of 1830 dissolving the chamber of deputies and muzzling the press led to the

July Revolution and Charles's downfall.

Polish Corridor  Territory along the Baltic awarded to Poland by the Treaty of

Versailles (1919). Since it divided East Prussia from the rest of Germany, it

was the cause of great friction between Poland and Nazi Germany. The dispute

led ultimately to the German invasion of Poland and the opening of World War

II.

Politburo  Soviet governmental body. The Politburo was the policy-making and

administrative arm of the Communist party of the Soviet Union and therefore of

all Soviet Russia. The first Politburo was created by the Bolsheviks shortly

before the 1917 revolution, and included Lenin, Trotsky, and Stalin. After the

revolution the Politburo was dissolved, but it was reestablished in 1919.

Stalin abolished it in 1952, replacing it with the Presidium. The Politburo was

restored in 1966. It generally included 11 or 12 members, and its meetings were

secret. President Gorbachev downgraded its power in 1991 and, with the breakup

of the U.S.S.R. in December 1991, the Politburo ceased to exist.

Polo, Marco (1254?-1324?)  Venetian traveler in China. His book, known in

English as The Travels of Marco Polo, was one of the earliest and most

important sources of Western knowledge of Asia. In 1271, he accompanied his

father and uncle on a trip across central Asia. They reached Peking and the

court of Mongol emperor Kublai Khan in 1275. Polo became a favorite of the

emperor and performed missions for him. He returned to Europe via Persia in

1292 and arrived in Venice in 1295.

Polytheism  Belief in many gods, as opposed to the monotheism of Christianity,

Judaism, and Islam. In polytheism, each god tends to become identified with a

function, such as fire, storm, death, etc., and each tends to become

personified.

Pompeii  Ancient Roman city. Situated at the foot of Mount Vesuvius near modern

Naples, it was damaged by an earthquake in 63 A.D., and then completely covered

over by the eruption of Vesuvius in 79 A.D. Rediscovered in 1748, it has become

a major source of our knowledge of Roman civilization.

Pompey (106-48 B.C.)  Roman general and statesman. Pompey gained important

victories in Africa, Italy, Spain, and Gaul. In 70 B.C. he was elected consul

along with Marcus Licinius Crassus. Together, Pompey, Crassus, and Caesar

formed the First Triumvirate in 61 B.C. The rivalry between Caesar and Pompey

intensified in 54 B.C. In 49 B.C., Caesar crossed the Rubicon, invaded Italy,

and defeated Pompey at Pharsalus in 48 B.C. Pompey fled to Egypt, where he was

murdered.

Pompidou, Georges Jean Raymond (1911-1974)  French premier (1962-1968) and

president of the Fifth Republic (1969-1974). A wartime protege of de Gaulle, he

later became prominent as both banker and politician, and helped draft the

constitution of the Fifth Republic.

Ponce de Leon, Juan (1460-1521)  Spanish explorer. He founded the oldest

settlement in Puerto Rico (1508 and 1509), and discovered Florida in 1513.

Popular Front  Political coalitions in Europe formed by liberals, moderates,

Socialists, and Communists during the 1930s. These coalitions were aimed at

blocking the then growing Fascist movement, and Popular Front coalitions gained

control of governments in France and Spain during the 1930s.

Portsmouth, Treaty of  Treaty concluded in 1905 between Russia and Japan at

Portsmouth, New Hampshire, ending the Russo-Japanese War. By its terms Russia

recognized Japan as the dominant power in Korea and ceded Port Arthur, the Liao

-tung Peninsula, and southern Sakhalin Island to Japan. Both powers agreed to

restore Manchuria to China.

Potsdam Conference (Berlin Conference)  Allied meeting in 1945 at Potsdam,

near Berlin, after Germany's surrender in World War II. Present at the

conference were American President Truman, Russian Premier Stalin, and Great

Britain's prime ministers, first Churchill and later (from July 26, after he

had succeeded Churchill as prime minister) Attlee. The resulting Potsdam

Agreement outlawed Nazism in Germany, placed Germany's eastern provinces under

the control of Russia and Poland, decentralized the German economy, set terms

for reparations, and agreed to try war criminals.

Praetorians (Praetorian Guard)  Special military force organized in 27 B.C. by

Roman emperor Augustus to guard the emperor. As the only military force allowed

in Rome, they acquired great power, even making and deposing emperors.

Septimius Severus reorganized them in 193 A.D. and Constantine finally

abolished them in 312 A.D.

Pragmatic Sanction  Royal decree on issue of major importance to the state. The

most famous of these sanctions was that issued by Holy Roman Emperor Charles VI

in 1713. Lacking male heirs, Charles decreed that succession to the vast

Hapsburg family domains would be continued through his daughter Maria Theresa.

Charles worked tirelessly to secure acceptance of the sanction by European

rulers. Nevertheless Charles's death in 1740 marked the beginning of the War of

Spanish Succession over Maria Theresa's accession. The Treaty of Aix-la

-Chapelle in 1748 ending the war confirmed the Pragmatic Sanction of 1713.

Praxiteles (370-330 B.C.)  Ancient Greek sculptor. Considered one of the

greatest classical artists.

Prefect (praefect)  In ancient Roman government, a class of officers and

magistrates to whom authority was delegated. The prefects of the city ruled it

in the absence of the consuls, and the praetorian prefects, commanding the

praetorians, sometimes functioned as virtual prime ministers of the emperors.

Prester John  Legendary Christian ruler. According to 12th-century accounts

originating with the crusaders, Prester John ruled a vast Christian land first

thought to be in Asia and later in Africa.

Pretoria Convention  Agreement in 1881 between Britain and the Transvaal, amid

the continuing conflict with the Boers. The agreement granted the Transvaal

self-government subject to British sovereignty and control over foreign

relations. It did not last.

Pretorius, Andries Wilhelmus Jacobus (1799-1853)  Boer leader. He was a leader

of the Great Trek from the British-dominated Cape Colony to Natal. Continuing

to oppose the British, he went into the Transvaal in 1848 and was instrumental

in establishing Transvaal independence.

Pretorius, Martinus Wessel (1819-1901)  Boer statesman. He was elected first

president of the South African Republic (the Transvaal) and president of the

adjoining Orange Free State in 1859 but was unable to unite the two.

Priestley, Joseph (1733-1804)  English scientist and theologian. Priestley

conducted important scientific investigations into the nature of electricity

and discovered oxygen.

Prime minister (premier)  The head of a parliamentary form of government who

serves under the head of state (king or president). In Britain, the prime

minister has broad powers, including responsibility for policy making,

administrative functions, and appointment of Cabinet ministers and other lesser

government officers. The prime minister, a member of Parliament and usually the

leader of the majority party, is responsible to Parliament and must resign in

the event the government cannot carry the parliamentary majority. Under other

systems of parliamentary government, the president (as head of state) is

invested with the real responsibility of governing and the prime minister has

only minor functions.

Primo de Rivera, Miguel (1879-1930)  Spanish general and dictator. After a

successful coup d'etat in 1923, he became the virtual military dictator of

Spain (1923-1930). His authoritarian regime provoked widespread opposition and

he was forced to resign.

Primogeniture  In inheritance law, the right of the eldest son to inherit

exclusively. In England and Western Europe primogeniture prevented the division

of estates and enhanced the power of the landed aristocracy.

Prince Edward Island  A Maritime Province of Canada. The island was discovered

in 1534 by Jacques Cartier. First settled by the French in the early 18th

century, it was ceded to the British in the Treaty of Paris in 1763. It became

a province in 1769, and entered the Canadian confederation in 1873.

Princip, Gavrilo  A Serbian nationalist who assassinated Archduke Francis

Ferdinand, the heir to the Austrian throne, in Sarajevo on June 28, 1914. This

was the spark that ignited World War I.

Principality of Antioch  One of the most powerful Crusader States (11th-13th

centuries). Crusaders conquered the city of Antioch and surrounding territory

(located in what is now southeastern Turkey) from the Muslims in 1098 during

the First Crusade. It survived until the Mameluke conquest in 1268.

Privateering  The use of specially commissioned, privately operated ships by

belligerents to prey upon enemy shipping in time of war. From the 13th century,

privateering was used to supplement a country's naval strength. The heyday of

privateering came in the 16th-17th centuries, when such English privateers as

J. Hawkins and F. Drake pursued Spanish shipping and the French government

commissioned many privateers to prey on English shipping.

Privy Council  In English history, the council of the king's principal

advisers. It held executive, legislative, and judicial powers during its

heyday. It diminished in importance with the decline of the king's actual

political power.

Progressive Conservative party (Conservative party)  Major Canadian political

party. Like its Liberal party counterpart, it is a broad-based coalition rather

than an ideologically oriented party. It held power briefly from 1957-1963.

Proletariat  The working class, without property and living entirely from the

sale of their labor. In Marxist theory, the proletariat is believed to be

created by the capitalist system. Marxists further hold that the proletariat

would, by historical necessity, eventually resort to revolution to seize power

from the capitalists.

Protagoras (480-410 B.C.)  Greek Sophist philosopher, adversary of Socrates. He

promoted the slogan "Man is the measure of all things," i.e., that truth is

subjective and relative to the individual.

Protectionism  System of protecting a nation's domestic industry by levying

duty (tariffs) upon competing products imported from abroad. These duties

increase the price of the imported goods by comparison with the domestically

produced article.

Protectorate  In international relations, an arrangement whereby a stronger

state undertakes to protect a weaker state, called a protectorate.

Theoretically, the protectorate retains its sovereignty, unlike a colony.

Protectorate  English government established (1653-1659) after the English

Civil War and the execution of Charles I. In 1649 England was declared a

commonwealth under the rule of the Rump Parliament, although Oliver Cromwell,

who was controlling the army, wielded the real power. Cromwell dissolved the

Rump Parliament in 1653 and established the Nominated, or Barebones,

Parliament. After its failure he accepted the Instrument of Government, by

which he became, in 1653, lord protector of the commonwealth of England,

Scotland, and Ireland. From then until his death Cromwell was virtual dictator

in England. See Cromwell, Oliver.

Protestantism  One of three main branches of Christianity, with Roman

Catholicism and Eastern Orthodoxy. Protestantism grew out of the Reformation in

the 16th century, and there are numerous Protestant churches that grew out of

the reform movement. The two main branches are Lutheranism and Calvinism. The

characteristic doctrine of the original Protestant movement was justification

by faith alone, not by church dispensations or by good works. Renewed emphasis

on the teachings of the Bible and a general movement away from liturgy were

also characteristic. In the years after the start of the Reformation, new

Protestant churches sprang up and existing ones split into diverse sects.

Proudhon, Pierre Joseph (1809-1865)  French Socialist and theorist. His theory

of "mutualism," in which social groups would bargain within the framework of

agreed principles, greatly influenced later radical movements.

Provisional government  Russian government formed after the fall of the czar in

March 1917. Headed by Kerensky, it governed Russia until the October

Revolution.

Ptolemy (Claudius Ptolemaeus) (2nd century A.D.)  Ancient Alexandrian

astronomer, mathematician, and geographer. He formulated the geocentric

Ptolemaic system.

Ptolemy I (d. 283 B.C.) Egyptian king (305-285 B.C.).  A Macedonian, Ptolemy

was one of Alexander the Great's most successful generals. After Alexander's

death in 323 B.C., he quarreled with other generals over the empire's division,

and became satrap of Egypt. He engaged in warfare to protect and expand his

holdings. He named himself Egypt's king in 305 B.C. and established Alexandria

as a center of culture and commerce, founded its famed library, planned Egypt's

government, and began the Ptolemaic dynasty.

Punic Wars  Three major wars between Rome and Carthage resulting in the

subjugation of Carthage and Rome's acquisition of territories beyond the

Italian peninsula in the western Mediterranean. In the First Punic War (264-241

B.C.), fought for control of Sicily, the Romans defeated Carthage by sea power.

In the Second (218-201 B.C.), Hannibal of Carthage achieved the extraordinary

military feat of crossing the Alps and reaching the Po Valley with 30,000

troops. He won every battle until, at last, he was defeated at the battle of

Zama. After the Third Punic War (149-146 B.C.), Rome captured and destroyed

Carthage, burning the city to the ground, selling its people into slavery, and

plowing the land with salt in order to destroy its fertility. During these

three wars Rome annexed Sicily, Corsica, Sardinia, Spain, and parts of North

Atrica.

Purge Trials  Series of political trials (1936-1938) in the Soviet Union. They

were held to eliminate opponents or potential rivals to the rule of Stalin. The

trials continued the process by which Stalin virtually swept away all the old

Bolshevik leaders and consolidated his power over every facet of Soviet life,

including the Communist party.

Pythagoras (582-507 B.C.)  Greek philosopher and mathematician. Pythagoras and

his school taught that all relationships could be expressed in numbers, and

that numbers were the true essence of life. Many theories developed by the

Pythagoreans are still employed today in geometry. See also Philosophy.

Pytheas (4th century B.C.)  Greek navigator and geographer who explored the

western coastline of Europe, who was the first Greek to visit the British

Isles, and who may have sailed as far north as Iceland.

Pythian Games  Ancient Greek games. They originally featured musical contests

in honor of Apollo at Delphi; athletic contests were added in imitation of the

Olympic Games after 582 B.C.

Qaddafi, Muammar al-(b. 1942)  Radical Arab nationalist, Libyan revolutionist,

and dictator since 1969. He led the military coup in 1969 to overthrow King

Idris I, and set himself up as ruler of Libya. His reign has been marked by

anti-Western policies, the closing of American bases in Libya, government

confiscation of Italian and Jewish property, nationalization of foreign-owned

oil facilities, a proposed union with Egypt in 1973, and then border wars with

Egypt in 1977. Qaddafi's support for Arab terrorist groups, such as the PLO

(Palestine Liberation Organization), and Muslim revolutionaries, such as

Ayatollah Khomeini, has led to the growing isolation of Libya. In 1987 U.S.

President Reagan ordered aircraft raids on Tripoli and Benghazi in retaliation

for alleged Libyan ties to terrorist attacks. The United Nations imposed

limited sanctions in 1992 after Libyan agents were linked to the 1988 Pan Am

flight 103 explosion over Lockerbie, Scotland.

Quadruple Alliance  1. Alliance in 1718 formed by Austria, France, Great

Britain, and The Netherlands against Spain. The alliance was established after

Spanish king Philip V attempted to overturn the terms of the Peace of Utrecht

by seizing Sardinia and Sicily. 2. Alliance formed in 1815 by Austria, Great

Britain, Prussia, and Russia after their defeat of Napoleon. The alliance was

made to enforce the conditions of the Treaty of Paris of 1815 and to prevent

further French military ventures. In 1818 France was admitted to the alliance.

Quebec  Canadian province. First discovered and explored by J. Cartier, and

later by S. de Champlain. The region, named New France, became a French colony

in 1663. The British gained control of it by the Treaty of Paris of 1763. In

1791, the area now known as Ontario was made a separate colony called Upper

Canada, and Quebec became known as Lower Canada. Although Quebec and Ontario

were subsequently reunited in 1841, they entered the confederation of Canada as

separate provinces in 1867.

Quebec Act  British parliamentary law of 1774 establishing a permanent

government for Canada. The act replaced the temporary administration set up by

the Proclamation of 1763, extended Quebec's territory south to the Ohio River,

and provided for religious tolerance of Roman Catholics.

Quebec Campaign  Unsuccessful military expedition (1775 and 1776) by the

American colonials against Canada during the American Revolution. Two American

contingents were sent against Canada with the ultimate goal of taking Quebec.

The force under General B. Montgomery first captured Montreal in 1775. It later

joined a force under Colonel Arnold in an unsuccessful attack on strongly

fortified Quebec on December 31, 1775.

Quebec Conference  1. Meeting in Quebec, Canada in 1864 that laid the

foundations for an independent dominion of Canada. Thirty-three delegates from

the various provinces of British North America drew up a draft constitution

called the Quebec Resolutions, or Seventy-two Resolutions. This formed the

basis of the 1867 British North America Act creating modern independent Canada.

2. Conference in 1943 attended by American President Roosevelt, British Prime

Minister Churchill, Canadian Prime Minister Mackenzie King, and Chinese Foreign

Minister Soong. The conference formulated tentative plans for Allied landings

in Europe. 3. Meeting between American President Roosevelt and British Prime

Minister Churchill in 1944 at which strategy for defeating Germany was

discussed. It was decided to advance against Germany on two fronts rather than

make a single effort to take Berlin.

Quesnay, Francois (1694-1774)  French economist and physician. A pioneer in the

development of economic theory, he was the leader of the physiocrats.

Quetzalcoatl  Ancient Mexican god. Represented as a feathered serpent, he was

involved in the cult of human sacrifice. Revered as a god who gave the people

corn, weaving, and the calendar, he figured in Aztec and Toltec cultures.

Quisling, Vidkun (1887-1945)  Norwegian puppet prime minister (1940-1945). A

Fascist, he served as prime minister under German occupation of Norway during

World War II. His name became a byword for "traitor."

Ra (Re)  Egyptian god of the sun and creation. Depicted as sailing across the

sky in a celestial barge, he fought the powers of darkness each night.

Rabelais, Francois (1490-1553)  French Renaissance humanist and satirist. A

learned monk and physician, he celebrated Renaissance ideals in his great

satirical work Gargantua and Pantagruel.

Rabin, Yitzhak (b. 1922)  Prime minister of Israel and leader of the Labor

party 1974-1977. Succeeded Shimon Peres in 1992 and fulfilled his promise to

talk directly with Palestinian Arabs.

Racine, Jean Baptiste (1639-1699)  French poet and dramatist, considered a

master of French classical tragedy.

Raffles, Sir Thomas Stamford (1781-1826)  British colonial administrator. He

was one of the founders of Britain's empire in the Far East and acquired

Singapore for Britain in 1819.

Rafsanjani, Hojatoleslam Ali Akbar Hashemi (b. 1934)  Iranian cleric and

politician. Speaker of Iranian Parliament 1980, he became president in 1989.

With the death of Ayatollah Khomeini, he became the most powerful figure in

Iran. He has attempted to moderate Iran's strident anti-Western stance.

Raj  Indian term most commonly used to refer to the British from 1858-1947.

Rajputs  People of northwest India who traditionally considered themselves

members of the Hindu warrior class. The Rajputs were organized in a clan system

and were powerful from the 7th century to the early 17th century, when they

became subjects of the Moguls. They rose again briefly in the 18th century

after the fall of the Moguls, only to be subjugated by the Marathas and then

the British.

Raleigh, Sir Walter (Ralegh) (1552?-1618)  English courtier, adventurer, and

poet. A favorite of Elizabeth I, he organized the ill-fated Roanoke Colony and

was involved in other unsuccessful colonizing ventures.

Ramakrishna (1836-1886)  Indian religious seer and mystic, founder of worldwide

religious movement based on his belief in a universal religion.

Ram Mohan Roy (Ray, Rammohan) (1774-1833)  Indian thinker and reformer. He

advocated a reaffirmation of Hindu culture but supported some aspects of

Western culture, notably education. He was instrumental in abolishing suttee,

or sacrifice of a widow on her husband's funeral pyre.

Rama Tiboti (Ramathibodi I) (1312-1369)  Thai warrior-king and lawgiver. In

1350, he established a unified Thai state (Siam), which his descendants, the

Ayutthaya dynasty, ruled until 1767. He also drafted a legal code that was not

changed significantly until the 19th century.

Ramayana  With the Mahabharata, one of the two most important Hindu Sanskrit

texts. Written in 300 B.C. it chronicles the life of Rama, the ideal man and

king.

Ramses II (Rameses II) (d. 1237 B.C.)  Egyptian pharaoh (1304-1237 B.C.), named

"the Great." His reign was marked by a period of great prosperity, the building

of temples at Karnak, Luxor, and Abu Simbel, and increased slavery (possibly

including the Hebrews).

Ramses III (Rameses III) (d. 1167 B.C.)  Egyptian pharaoh (1198-1167 B.C.) He

defended Egypt against invaders from Libya and the "sea peoples," including the

original Philistines then colonizing Palestine.

Ranjit Singh (Runjeet Singh) (1780-1839)  Maharaja of the Punjab. Making

himself the principal leader of the Sikhs (from 1801), he founded the Sikh

kingdom by conquering Afghan and Pathan territories in northern India.

Rasputin, Grigori Yefimovich (1872-1916)  Russian peasant mystic who had great

influence in the court of Czar Nicholas II. He gained the favor of Czarina

Alexandra because he was able to relieve the suffering of her hemophiliac son,

Alexis. When Nicholas went to the front during World War I, Rasputin's corrupt

influence hastened the collapse of the czarist government, leading to the

Russian Revolution of 1917. A group of noblemen plotted his assassination.

Rathenau, Walter (1867-1922)  German statesman and industrialist. He organized

the German economy both for World War I and for reparation payments afterward

and ended the postwar German isolation by helping to engineer the Treaty of

Rapallo.

Reciprocity  The principle or policy by which two or more nations grant each

other equal treatment, usually in international trade, which generally results

in a mutual lowering of import duties.

Reconquista  Name for the drive by Spanish Christians to recapture the Iberian

peninsula from the Muslims. During the Muslim invasions of the early 8th

century Christians were only able to maintain control over small kingdoms in

northern Spain. By the 11th century, Spanish Christians began an active

campaign to expand these domains and retake the peninsula. They had largely

succeeded by the 13th century. The last Muslim stronghold Granada, was

conquered by King Ferdinand in 1492.

Reforma, la  Period in Mexican history (1854-1876) characterized by liberal

reforms directed mainly against special privileges of the army and the church.

It began with announcement of the liberals' Plan of Ayutla in 1854 and the

ouster of the dictator Santa Anna in 1855. There followed a succession of

liberal presidents (most notably Juarez), revolts and civil wars, and the brief

restoration of the monarchy under Maximilian. Reform legislation enacted

included abolishing church and military courts, forcing the sale of church

-owned secular lands, a liberal constitution curtailing military and church

power, and confiscation of church lands.

Reformation  Religious reform movement that arose in the 16th century. It began

as a reaction to practices within the Roman Catholic church that some held to

be either unsupported by scriptural teaching or simply corrupt and abusive

usurpations of authority. The movement ultimately gave rise to the various

Protestant churches. Although earlier movements for church reform had arisen in

Europe, the Reformation dates from 1517, when Martin Luther issued his Ninety

-five Theses. Other religious dissidents, such as John Calvin, also spread the

movement for reform, which was fueled by religious zeal, the new spirit of

Renaissance Humanism, and social changes resulting from the growth of a

prospering mercantile class.

Reform Bills  Series of laws that enlarged the British electorate and removed

voting inequities. A bill in 1832 increased the representation of large towns

proportionally and increased the electorate 50 percent by eliminating certain

voter qualifications. The 1856 act again redistributed parliamentary seats

according to population and again doubled the body of eligible voters. The bill

in 1884 enabled nearly all males to vote. In 1918, suffrage was extended to all

over the age of 30, regardless of sex, and the voting age was lowered to 21 in

1928.

Reform movement of 1898  Short-lived reform movement in China during the reign

of Emperor Kuang Hsu. China's defeat in the Sino-Japanese Wars (1894 and 1895)

and the attempts by Western powers to exploit China gave rise to sentiment for

Westernizing Chinese culture. Scholar and reformer K'ang Yu-wei gained the

emperor's confidence and persuaded him to issue sweeping reforms of traditional

Chinese society. The movement was cut short, however, by a coup led by Empress

Dowager Tzu Hsi.

Regency  British historical and cultural period (1811-1820). It spanned the

regency of George, prince of Wales, who came to power as regent after his

father, George III, went insane. It was marked by the end of the Napoleonic

Wars, dissolute courtly life, interest in antiquity and Oriental artifacts, and

a flowering of the arts. Romantic literature, including the work of Keats,

Byron, Shelley, and Sir Walter Scott, flourished in this period, which also saw

the development of distinctive styles in the decorative arts and architecture.

Regulating Act  British parliamentary legislation passed in 1773 reorganizing

the British East India Company. Its object was to improve the government of

Bengali domains, and it represented the first British government intervention

in the company's administration of India. The British government took over

complete administrative control by 1858.

Reichstag  Legislative assemblies of the Holy Roman Empire and German successor

states. The Holy Roman emperor began to meet with city representatives in 1100.

The meetings became formal assemblies after 1250 and exerted legislative power

until 1648, playing only a ceremonial role after that date. An elected

Reichstag was established by the German Empire (1871-1918), and was continued

under the Weimar Republic between 1919 and 1933. The Reichstag surrendered its

power to Hitler by the Enabling Act in 1933, and was reduced to ceremonial

functions during the Third Reich. It was replaced after World War II by the

Bundestag in West Germany.

Reichstag Fire  The burning of the Reichstag building in Berlin on the night of

February 27, 1933. Hitler blamed the fire on the Communists, however, and used

the incident to justify his assumption of dictatorial powers.

Reign of Terror  Period during the French Revolution. Instituted in September

1793, and directed by the Committee of Public Safety, the Terror was intended

to crush all opposition to the revolution. The period also saw the rise of

Robespierre as virtual dictator of France, enactment of the laws of Maximum

(establishing price controls and forbidding hoarding), institution of universal

conscription and reorganization of the army. Toward the end of the Terror, even

allies of Robespierre (including followers of Hebert and Danton) fell victim to

the guillotine. Finally, popular reaction against the Terror resulted in the

overthrow of Robespierre in 1794 and the subsequent Thermidorean reaction.

Religion, Wars of  Series of civil wars (1562-1598) in France between the

Catholics, led by the powerful Guise family, and the French Protestants, known

as Huguenots. The civil wars revolved around religious differences but were

further complicated by struggles among the nobility for political power. The

wars culminated in the accession of the Huguenot leader, Henry of Navarre (as

Henry IV), to the French throne in 1589. In an attempt to resolve the

continuing struggle, he converted to Catholicism in 1593 and finally ended the

wars by the Edict of Nantes in 1598, granting religious toleration to the

Protestants.

Remus  Legendary co-founder of Rome (traditionally 753 B.C.). Remus and his

twin brother, Romulus, founded the town that became Rome.

Renaissance  Transition period in Europe from medieval to modern culture. The

Renaissance is generally viewed as a rebirth or reawakening of learning and the

arts, which began in Italy in the 1300s and then spread throughout Europe. The

Renaissance period may be broadly divided into the Italian Renaissance of the

1300s and 1400s and the Northern Renaissance (centers outside Italy) of the

1400s and 1500s. It may also be divided into Early (1400-1490), High (1490

-1520), and Late (1520-1600) periods, though these dates may vary. Central to

the Renaissance period was the rise of Humanism, a movement placing new

emphasis on individuals and on the temporal (as opposed to secular) world about

them. Humans became "the measure of all things" and the individual accomplished

in a wide variety of pursuits, became a Renaissance ideal. The intellectual

"rebirth" of the Renaissance had wide ramifications. There was a sudden

emphasis on education, particularly study of the Greek and Roman classics. In

literature and philosophy, it was people and the world about them that became

the center of attention. In the arts, interest shifted from idealized religious

themes to more worldly conceptions, and advances were made in areas of

technical concern (perspective, use of color, study of human anatomy). In

architecture, Renaissance designers adapted earlier classical forms and

medieval Gothic styles were gradually abandoned. Advances in science during the

Renaissance helped prepare the way for the 17th-century revolution in science.

The Renaissance in Italy began in Florence, and thereafter spread to Venice,

Rome, and other cities. The great cultural flowering in Italy, as elsewhere,

was aided by wealthy patrons.

Reparations  Payments required of a defeated nation for war damages, especially

those imposed on Germany after World War I and World War II.

Republic  Form of government in which power is vested in officers who represent

the public and who govern in accordance with established laws for the sake of

the common good. The government of the United States is a federal republic.

Resistance  Underground political paramilitary forces that grew inside the

countries occupied by Germany during World War II.

Restoration  1. Period in English history (1660-1688) that included the reigns

of Charles II and James II. It began with the restoration of the monarchy under

Charles after the experiment in republican government failed (See

Protectorate). Under James II, anti-Catholic sentiment and reaction against his

absolutism quickly brought about the Glorious Revolution of 1688 and the end of

the Restoration period. 2. Period in French history (1814-1830) that began with

Napoleon's fall from power and restoration of the Bourbon monarchs. Largely

through the efforts of Talleyrand, Louis XVIII assumed power after Napoleon's

first abdication in 1814, in what is called the First Restoration. His rule was

interrupted by Napoleon's Hundred Days, however, and the Second Restoration

began after Napoleon's second abdication in 1815. The Restoration period

included the reigns of Louis and his successor, Charles X. It was marked by

France's recovery from its defeat under Napoleon and growing friction between

the royalist and republican factions. The Restoration was ended in 1830 when

these tensions culminated in the July Revolution.

Revolution  Fundamental change in political institutions, leadership, and

social structure, often accompanied by violence. Classic examples are the

American, French, Russian, and Chinese revolutions.

Revolutions of 1848  Revolutions in Europe sparked by the French February

Revolution of 1848, which overthrew French king Louis Philippe. Soon after the

February Revolution, uprisings in Vienna, Prague, Venice, and other cities

marked the beginning of a general uprising of national groups within the

control of Hapsburg, Austria. Austrian emperor Ferdinand was forced to make

constitutional concessions in Austria, Hungary, and Bohemia, and was faced with

a rising movement for independence in Italy. The revolutions led to Ferdinand's

abdication in December 1848 and the accession of his nephew as Francis Joseph

I. The uprisings in Bohemia and Italy began to fail in 1848. In 1849, Francis

Joseph, with Russian aid, crushed the revolution in Hungary and forced many of

its leaders, including Kossuth, to flee. In Germany the uprisings led to

establishment of the liberal Frankfurt Parliament, which sought to reform the

German Confederation into a unified state. The Parliament, after much

deliberation, adopted a new constitution in 1849 and offered the crown to

Prussian king Frederick William IV, who declined.

Rhee, Syngman (1875-1965)  First president of South Korea (1948-1960). He ruled

South Korea as a popular but authoritarian president, until forced from office

on election-rigging charges.

Rhodes, Cecil John (1853-1902)  British South African statesman and financier.

He worked for the extension and consolidation of southern African territories

under British domination.

Ribbentrop, Joachim von (1893-1946)  German diplomat and Nazi foreign minister

(1938-1945). He concluded the Russo-German nonaggression pact of 1939, which

paved the way for Hitler's attack on Poland (the immediate cause of World War

II).

Ricci, Matteo (1552-1610)  Italian Jesuit missionary in China. By mastering the

Chinese language and classics, he was able to interpret Christianity and the

West for the Chinese literati and thus introduced them to European culture.

Richard I (Richard Coeur de Lion) (Richard the Lion-Hearted) (1157-1199)  King

of England (1189-1199). He joined his brothers in a rebellion (1173 and 1174)

against their father, Henry II, and defeated him in another clash in 1189. He

joined Philip II of France on the Third Crusade in 1190, shortly after becoming

king. He conquered Cyprus and with Philip took Acre in 1191, but was forced

into a treaty with Saladin after failing to take Jerusalem. On his way back to

England he was captured in Austria and held for ransom until 1194 by Holy Roman

emperor Henry VI. He then returned to England, put down a revolt by his brother

John, and spent the remainder of his reign fighting Philip II in France.

Richard II (1367-1400)  King of England (1377-1399). Conflicts with his barons

eventually led to his overthrow by his cousin, Bolingbroke, duke of Lancaster,

who became Henry IV. He was the son of Edward the Black Prince.

Richard III (1452-1485)  Last Yorkist king of England (1483-1485). He took the

throne from his brother, Edward IV, eliminating the latter's young sons, until

he was defeated and killed in the Battle of Bosworth Field that ended the Wars

of the Roses.

Richelieu, Armand Jean du Plessis, duc de (1585-1642)  French cardinal and

chief minister (1624-1642) to Louis XIII. His domestic policy aimed at

weakening the power of the nobility and Huguenots to establish the central

absolute authority of the monarchy. His foreign policy sought to end Hapsburg

power. He formed alliances with Protestants during the Thirty Years' War (1618

-1648) and finally brought France into it in 1635 against the Hapsburg powers.

The wars wrecked French finances but marked the country's ascendancy as a major

power.

Riel's rebellions  Two brief revolts in western Canada against the government.

Both were led by Louis Riel. In 1869 and 1870, Riel organized the Metis (half

European, half Indian) of the Red River area into a provisional government, in

order to prevent Canada from taking over the land that until then had been

administered by the Hudson's Bay Company. The government crushed the revolt,

but gave Red River its own provincial government, and Riel led a second revolt

(1884 and 1885) on behalf of the Metis of Saskatchewan, but was captured and

hanged.

Risorgimento  Italian nationalistic movement resulting in a unified Italian

state in 1861. In the early 19th century, during the post-Napoleonic period in

Europe, sentiment for unification of Italy, at that time divided and dominated

by foreign powers, arose. The Carbonari, as well as other secret societies, and

Mazzini's nationalistic movement (Young Italy) were formed and, by the mid

-1800s, the unification movement had gained momentum.

Robert I (Robert the Bruce) (1274-1329)  Scottish king (1306-1329) and hero of

Scottish independence. Following a struggle for leadership of the Scottish

nationalists, Robert was crowned king of Scotland in 1306 in defiance of the

English. He was decisively defeated by the English at the Battle of Methven in

1306. He ultimately defeated the English at the famous Battle of Bannockburn.

The English recognized Scottish independence by the Treaty of Northampton in

1328.

Robespierre, Maximilien Francois Marie Isidore de (1758-1794)  French

revolutionary. As a lawyer and head of the Jacobins, he was known as "the

Incorruptible." He became a member of the National Convention. There, as a

leader of the radical Montagnards, he played an important role in ousting the

moderate Girondists in 1793 from power, and thus in altering the course of the

revolution. He next joined and dominated the Committee of Public Safety and

through it became the leading power behind the Reign of Terror, which he

ultimately used to eliminate even his former allies. He was finally ousted in

the coup of 9 Thermidor (July 27, 1794) and was tried and executed the

following day.

Roentgen, Wilhelm Conrad (Rantgen) (1845-1923)  German physicist. He discovered

X rays in 1895.

Rohm, Ernst (Roehmm, Ernst) (1887-1934)  German National Socialist leader. An

early Nazi party member and organizer of the storm troops, he was a potential

rival to Hitler. He was executed without trial on Hitler's orders during the

Blood Purge.

Rollo (Rou) (Hrolf) (860-932)  Norman chieftain, founder of the duchy of

Normandy. He invaded and conquered the land around the mouth of the Seine (now

in France). He was granted rule over it in 911 by French king Charles III in

return for accepting vassalage and baptism.

Roman Catholic church  One of the three major branches of Christianity (with

Protestant and Orthodox Eastern churches). It is a worldwide union of churches

recognizing the primacy of Rome. The authority of the popes is traditionally

believed to derive from the continuous line of popes (bishops of Rome)

succeeding St. Peter. The church claims to be the one true apostolic Christian

church, maintaining its supremacy in doctrinal questions that created other

branches of Christianity. The early years of the church, following the

crucifixion of Jesus Christ, were marked by the rapid spread of Christianity,

persecution and then toleration by the Romans, the growing isolation of Rome

and the Western church from the Eastern church (centered at Constantinople)

after the fall of the Western Roman Empire in 476 A.D., and finally the

alliances between the popes at Rome and the kings of Europe from the 8th

century. In the following centuries of the Middle Ages, the church became a

powerful force in European politics and culture. For a time popes were able to

command the submission of the great European monarchs. The struggle between the

popes and the Holy Roman emperors, however, gradually eroded that power and, by

the 15th and 16th centuries papal power was overshadowed by the absolutist

monarchs in Europe. Meanwhile the split between the Western and Eastern halves

of the Christian world continued to widen, until finally the Schism of 1054

resulted in a complete break and formation of the Orthodox Eastern church. A

second great division of the Christian world occurred in the 16th century. The

Protestant Reformation resulted in the creation of a host of new Christian

sects and forced the Roman Catholic church to institute the sweeping reforms of

the Catholic Reformation.

Roman Empire  Name of the Roman state after Augustus assumed imperial powers in

27 B.C. and thus formally ended the republic. The empire was later divided into

the Western Roman Empire and Eastern Roman Empire in 286 A.D. by Diocletian.

Through much of the subsequent period it was governed by co-emperors of the

East and West. The death of Theodosius I marked the beginning of the permanent

division in 395 A.D. of the empire. The Western Roman Empire, unable to

withstand the barbarian invasions ceased to exist in 476 A.D. with the death of

Emperor Romulus Augustus. The Eastern Roman Empire survived as the Byzantine

Empire, and thus the Carolingian Empire in the 8th century is sometimes

regarded as the successor state to the Western Roman Empire.

Romanesque  Style of medieval art and architecture that reached its height in

the 11th and 12th centuries. In architecture it was characterized by the use of

rounded arches and massive walls. It gave way to the Gothic style. The

Romanesque movement in art, centered in France, represented a fusion of Roman,

Carolingian, Byzantine, Teutonic, and other influences and was marked by its

concern for powerful imagery and grand conception.

Romanov  Russian royal dynasty. The Romanovs ruled Russia from 1613 until the

revolutions of 1917. They traced their royal lineage to Anastasia Romanovna,

first wife of Ivan the Terrible. They came to power after the Time of Troubles

when Michael Romanov became czar. The line ended during the Russian Revolution

with the assassinations of Nicholas II and his family.

Roman Republic  Name of the ancient Roman state from the time the Romans gained

independence in 509 B.C. from the Etruscan Tarquin kings to the accession of

Augustus as Roman emperor in 27 B.C.

Roman Senate  Roman governmental body. Formed in the 6th century B.C. as an

advisory council appointed by the kings of Rome, it evolved into a powerful

legislative body that lasted until the end of the Roman Empire. Originally

composed of patricians, the Senate gradually came to include wealthy plebeians.

It wielded great power in financial, administrative, military, and religious

affairs until the end of the 2nd century B.C., when corruption and the rise of

two antagonistic political factions within the Senate weakened its ability to

govern. The Senate lost much of its power after the assassination of Julius

Caesar in 44 B.C.

Romanticism  Movement in literature and the arts that arose in the 18th and

19th centuries as a reaction to the extreme rationalism of the Enlightenment

and the strictures of classicism in the arts. The movement began in Germany and

England in the late 18th century and thereafter spread to other countries. Its

aims were various and often conflicting, but generally were characterized by

opposition to rationalism and social conventions; belief in the natural

individual and natural beauty, and in the primacy of human emotions, self

-expression, and individualism, and an interest in mystical, medieval, and

Oriental themes.

Rome (empire)  Great empire of ancient times that for several centuries

dominated the Mediterranean world. The history of ancient Rome can be broadly

divided into two epochs, the Roman Republic (509-27 B.C.) and the Roman Empire

(27 B.C.-476 A.D.). The rise of Rome began with the subjugation of the Italian

peninsula (largely completed in the 3rd century B.C.). Acquisition of overseas

territories began with the Punic Wars (3rd and 2nd centuries B.C.) in which the

great Carthaginian Empire was destroyed and its territories were absorbed by

Rome. Thereafter the Romans expanded their domains through various conquests,

uniting under their rule an empire that encircled the Mediterranean and

extended northward into the British Isles. Roman culture, laws, and customs

were spread throughout the empire and greatly influenced the subsequent

development of civilization in the West. The decline of the empire began at

about the end of the 2nd century A.D. and the following centuries were marked

by the breakdown of authority and political chaos, worsening economic problems,

oppressive taxation, and finally the destructive invasions by various barbarian

peoples. The Western Roman Empire collapsed before the barbarian hordes in 476

A.D., which is traditionally considered the end of the Roman Empire. However,

the Eastern Roman Empire continued for many centuries thereafter as the

Byzantine Empire.

Rommel, Erwin (1891-1944)  German field marshal during World War II. After

performing brilliantly in France in 1940, he became the near legendary German

commander of the Afrika Korps in the North African Campaign. He was commander

in northern France when the Allies landed in 1944. Rommel was forced to take

poison after discovery of his part in the plot against Hitler's life.

Romulus  Legendary founder and king of Rome. He and his brother Remus built the

town in 753 B.C.

Romulus Augustulus (5th century A.D.)  Last Roman emperor of the West (475 and

476 A.D.). He was deposed by the German conqueror Odoacer.

Roses, Wars of the  Dynastic wars between 1455 and 1485 in England between the

houses of York (white rose insignia) and Lancaster (red rose insignia). They

fought over rival claims to the English throne. The claimants in both houses

were descendants of Edward III, though the Lancastrians had been in power since

1399. However, the Yorkist position was strengthened by discontent over the

ineffective rule of Henry VI, English losses in France during the Hundred

Years' War (1337-1453), heavy taxes, and disorders such as Cades' Rebellion. In

the last phase of the wars, Henry Tudor (Lancaster) defeated and killed Richard

(Yorkist) at the Battle of Bosworth Field in 1485 and was crowned Henry VII.

This ended the wars. Henry further cemented the peace by marrying Elizabeth of

York in 1486 and by quelling the last Yorkist revolts.

Rosetta Stone  Inscribed basalt stone that provided the key to deciphering

ancient Egyptian hieroglyphics. Found in 1799 by Napoleon's troops near

Rosetta, Egypt, the stone bore inscriptions in Greek, Egyptian demotic, and

hieroglyphics. Champollion finally deciphered the ancient writings in 1821.

Rothschild, Meyer Amschel (1743-1812)  Founder of the Rothschild banking

dynasty. Originally a Frankfort money-changer, he capitalized on his position

as adviser to the landgrave of Hesse-Kassel and, through his sons, founded

Rothschild banks in London, Paris, Vienna, and Naples.

Rothschild, Nathan Meyer (1777-1836)  Founder of the London branch of the

famous Rothschild banking dynasty. He was noted for helping the British

subsidize their allies in the fighting against Napoleonic France.

Roundheads  Name of the party of Parliamentarians that opposed Charles I in the

English Civil War (1642-1649). They were so named because of their short

haircuts. The Royalists wore their hair long in the then fashionable ringlets.

Rousseau, Jean Jacques (1712-1778)  Swiss-born French author and philosopher. A

highly controversial figure in his lifetime, he influenced both the development

of Romanticism and the political thought of the French Revolution. See also

Philosophy.

Rudolf I (Hapsburg, Rudolf of) (1218-1291)  German king (1273-1291), and first

of the Hapsburg line of emperors. His election ended the Interregnum in the

Holy Roman Empire. His wars against Ottocar II of Bohemia, a rival for the

crown, helped restore eastern German lands, and he consolidated the rule over

lands central to his family dynasty (notably Austria). He was never crowned

Holy Roman emperor.

Rump Parliament  Phase of England's Long Parliament (1640-1660) that began in

1648 following expulsion of members unacceptable to the rebel army in the so

-called Pride's Purge. These expelled members were recalled in 1660, restoring

the Long Parliament. It voted its own dissolution in March 1660 after providing

for the convening of the Convention Parliament. This paved the way for the

English Restoration.

Rurik  Dynasty of Russian noblemen and czars that ruled Russia until 1598. The

line was founded by Rurik (d. 879) and his brothers, Scandinavian adventurers

called Varangians, who gained control of Novgorod in 862. Rurik's successor

later gained control of the Russian princely states, notably Moscow, and thus

came to control the empire. Beginning with Ivan III, who ended Tatar control of

the region in 1480, succeeding members of the line enlarged and consolidated

their control over Russian domains. Ivan IV (the Terrible) was the first ruler

to proclaim himself czar and Fedor I was the last ruler of the Rurik family. He

was succeeded by Boris Godunov, whose reign ended in the Time of Troubles and

the rise of the Romanov dynasty.

Russian Civil War  War (1918-1922) between the Bolshevik Red Army and

counterrevolutionary (White Army) forces, variously aided by the Germans,

French, British, Japanese, and Americans. The Bolshevik takeover during the

Russian Revolution coalesced opposition to the Communists (as the Bolsheviks

called themselves since 1918) and a number of border territories proclaimed

independence. The Red Army led by Trotsky won, and by 1922 most of the former

Russian territories had been regained, and with the Communist government in

firm control, the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics was proclaimed.

Russian Revolution of 1905  Rebellion in Russia that led to the establishment

of a constitutional monarchy and paved the way for the Russian Revolution of

1917. Czar Nicholas II's reign was marked by increased repression and protest

against it, calls for reform by the zemstvos, and widespread discontent over

losses in the Russo-Japanese War. The unrest finally culminated in Bloody

Sunday in which soldiers fired on a peaceful protest in 1905. This incident

galvanized opposition to the czarist regime and resulted in widespread strikes

and uprisings. By October the revolt had reached a fever pitch and Nicholas was

forced to issue the October Manifesto, in which he acceded to rule by a

constitution, promised creation of the Duma (a legislative body), and named

Count Witte prime minister. Order was restored soon after, though the arrest of

rebel leaders provoked some further protests.

Russian Revolution of 1917  Name applied to the political uprising in Russia in

which the monarchy was overthrown and the Bolsheviks under Lenin came to power.

The Revolution of 1917 was actually two revolutions: the February Revolution,

which led to the overthrow of the czar and end of the Romanov dynasty; and the

October Revolution, which brought the Bolsheviks to power in Russia. The

revolution had far-reaching consequences. It brought into being the world's

first Communist state and resulted in sweeping reform of Russian society.

Russo-Japanese War  Brief war (1904 and 1905) between Russia and Japan, an

outgrowth of rivalry over control of Manchuria and Korea. After negotiations

failed, largely because of Russian intransigence to produce a settlement, Japan

launched a surprise attack in February 1904 on the Russian stronghold of Port

Arthur. The Japanese finally took Port Arthur in January 1905 and inflicted a

decisive defeat at the Battle of Mukden in March 1905. The final blow came when

Russia's Baltic fleet, attempting to relieve Russian forces in the East, was

intercepted and destroyed at Tsushima in May 1905 by a Japanese naval force.

The Treaty of Portsmouth in 1905 ended the war in a humiliating defeat for

Russia. Russia conceded territories (including Port Arthur) to Japan, though it

retained control of northern Manchuria. The war marked the emergence of Japan

as a major power.

Russo-Turkish Wars  Wars fought by Russia and the Ottoman Empire (16th-19th

centuries) that resulted in Russian conquest of Ottoman domains between the

Black Sea and the Balkans. Concern over Russian expansionism and the general

decline of the Ottoman Empire eventually brought direct involvement by other

European powers in the 19th century (See also Eastern Question.)

Sabines  Ancient people who lived in the Sabine Hills near Rome. The Sabines

were conquered by the Romans in 290 B.C. and became Roman citizens in 268 B.C.

Sadat, Anwar el (1918-1981)  Egyptian president (1970-1981) and statesman,

noted for securing the first Arab peace treaty with Israel. In 1952 he aided

his fellow officer and longtime friend Nasser in overthrowing King Farouk and

served in several posts during Nasser's rule. Made vice president in 1969, he

succeeded to the presidency on Nasser's death in 1970. He ordered Russian

military advisers to leave Egypt and launched the Arab-Israeli War of 1973

against Israel. After the war Sadat engaged in a search for a negotiated peace

in the Mideast which eventually led to his historic trip to Jerusalem in 1977

to address the Israeli Knesset. Peace talks between Israel and Egypt, in which

the United States took part, led to the Egyptian-Israeli Peace Treaty of 1979.

Opposition within Egypt to Sadat's rule culminated in Sadat's assassination in

1981 by a group of disaffected Muslim fundamentalists within the army. He

shared the 1978 Nobel Prize for Peace with Israel's Menachem Begin.

Safavids  Persian Muslim dynasty (1501-1736). It was founded by Ismail I, who

conquered and subdued large areas of Persia, added several Iraqi territories,

and proclaimed Shi'ite Islam as the state religion. Under the military

leadership of Abbas I (ruled 1587-1629), the Safavids defeated Turkey, expanded

Persia's territories, ended Portuguese encroachment, established trade with the

West, and became an international power. The dynasty began a slow decline at

the death of Abbas I and ended with the rule of Abbas III (1732-1736), who was

overthrown by Nadir Shah.

Saint Bartholomew's Day, massacre of  See Massacre of Saint Bartholomew's Day.

Saladin (1137?-1193)  Muslim sultan and military leader, noted for his chivalry

in battle against the Crusaders, founder of the Ayyubid dynasty. He ended

Fatimid control in Egypt in 1171. He extended his control over Damascus, and

began to subdue local rulers throughout Syria and Palestine. Saladin took

Jerusalem in 1187, thereby ending the Latin Kingdom of Jerusalem. This prompted

the unsuccessful Third Crusade after which Saladin permitted Christians access

to Jerusalem.

Salamis, battle of  Naval battle in 480 B.C. between the Greeks and the

Persians during the Persian Wars. It was fought in the straits between the

island of Salamis and the Greek mainland. The Greeks under Themistocles won the

battle, one of the most celebrated encounters of history. Themistocles lured

the superior Persian navy (600 ships to over 360 Greek vessels) into the narrow

straits, and thus made it impossible for the Persians to maneuver. The Greeks

subsequently sank 200-300 Persian ships, losing only about 40.

Salazar, Antonio de Oliveira (1889-1970)  Dictator of Portugal (1932-1968).

Made premier in 1932, he instituted a new constitution in 1933 which turned

Portugal into a corporate state and gave Salazar dictatorial powers. Although a

number of Salazar's reform measures were successful, he was unable to

substantially reduce poverty and illiteracy in Portugal. He is credited with

making the country financially stable.

Salian dynasty  Line of German emperors that ruled the Holy Roman Empire (1024

-1125). During its tenure, the investiture controversy with the papacy broke

out.

Salic law  Rule of succession in some European royal houses forbidding females

to succeed to family titles. Supposedly dating to Frankish times, it was

invoked by the French, English, and Spanish monarchies.

SALT  See Strategic Arms Limitation Talks.

Samanids  Persian dynasty that ruled (819-999) after the Arab Muslim conquest

of Iran. The dynasty greatly advanced Persian literature, art, and

architecture.

Samudragupta (d. 380 A.D.)  Indian emperor (330-380 A.D.) of the Gupta dynasty,

successor to his father, Chandragupta I. He expanded Gupta control over much of

northern India. A poet and musician as well as warrior and conqueror, he was

considered a model of the ideal Hindu ruler.

Samurai  Japanese warrior class. The samurai rose in the 12th century during

Japan's feudal period and played a major role in Japanese life. As highly

skilled warriors, they were instrumental in establishing the shoguns as real

rulers in Japan in the 12th century and provided the basis for the shoguns'

power in subsequent centuries. During the long, peaceful reign of the Tokugawa

shoguns (17th-19th centuries), the samurai gradually moved into bureaucratic

posts. After the Meiji Restoration in 1868, the class was abolished with

feudalism.

San Martin, Jose de (1778-1850)  South American revolutionary leader. He played

a major part in the liberation of Argentina, Peru, and Chile from Spanish rule.

He led an army across the Andes to defeat the Spanish in Chile in 1817 and

deferred to Bolivar in 1822, who then became the leader of the South American

independence movement.

Sans-culotte  French term meaning "without knee breeches," applied to the more

radical supporters of the French Revolution, especially the lower classes. It

derived from the long trousers adopted by the lower classes to replace knee

breeches, considered aristocratic. See Hebert, Jacques Rene.

Sanskrit  Sacred language of the Hindu religion. Long used by Indian religious

scholars and the upper caste, it developed from the earlier Verdic language.

Though technically a dead language, it continues to be used in the scholarly

and literary fields.

San Stefano, Treaty of  Treaty of 1878 between Russia and the Ottoman Turks

ending the Russo-Turkish War of 1877 and 1878. This treaty was subsequently

altered by the Congress of Berlin in 1878.

Santa Anna, Antonio Lopez de (1794-1876)  Mexican general and statesman. He

fought with Iturbide in securing Mexican independence in 1821 but helped to

overthrow Iturbide in 1823. He followed a policy of supporting, then helping to

overthrow, subsequent leaders. His victory over the Spanish at Tampico in 1829

helped him gain the presidency in 1833. His ruthless treatment of Texans at the

Alamo and Goliad aided the Texan independence movement and contributed to his

defeat by Sam Houston at San Jacinto and the loss of Texas. Forced from office

in 1836, Santa Anna returned to power (1839-1844, 1846 and 1847) but was again

removed from office after his defeats in the Mexican War. He returned to power

once more in 1853 but was exiled two years later.

Saracens  Name applied in the Middle Ages to the Muslim enemies of Christendom.

Originally referring to northern Arabian raiders, it eventually was applied to

all Muslims, whether Arabs, Moors, or Turks.

Sardinia, kingdom of  European kingdom formed in 1720 for Duke Victor Amadeus

II of Savoy after Sicily passed to Austrian control. The kingdom included

Sardinia, Savoy, Piedmont, and Nice, and in the 18th and 19th centuries it grew

to include other territories. It became the center of the movement to unify

Italy in the 19th century and was given control of territories conquered by

Garibaldi in 1860. In 1861, Sardinian king Victor Emmanuel II became king of

Italy, and the House of Savoy became the ruling house of Italy.

Sargon (d. 605 B.C.)  Ancient Assyrian king (721-705). He was also known as

Sargon II. He consolidated the Assyrian Empire, defeating and resettling

conquered weaker peoples. He conquered Babylon and Samaria and destroyed the

northern kingdom of Israel in 721 B.C.

Sargon (Sharrukin) (2800? B.C.)  Ancient Mesopotamian ruler. From Akkad, he

defeated Sumer and established the first great Semitic Empire. His empire of

Akkad included the area later ruled by Babylonia.

Saskatchewan  Province of western Canada. Members of the Hudson's Bay Company

settled the area in 1774 and controlled it until 1869, when it became part of

Canada's Northwest Territories. Extension of the railroad in 1882 into

Saskatchewan brought more settlers, and the last Indian rebellion was put down

in 1885. Saskatchewan became a province in 1905.

Sassanidae (Sassanids) (Sassanians)  Last ancient Persian dynasty to rule

before the Arab conquest of Persia in 651. The dynasty was founded by Ardashir

I in 226 A.D. The Sassanidae promoted a revival of native Persian arts and

letters and made Zoroastrianism the state religion. The last Sassanidae ruler

died in exile in 651.

Sato, Eisaku (1901-1975)  Japanese prime minister (1964-1972). He held

important government posts during Japan's post-war period. As prime minister,

he signed a treaty with the United States reestablishing Japan's control over

Okinawa. He shared the 1974 Nobel Prize for Peace.

Satrap  Name given provincial governors of the ancient Persian Empire. In

general, a satrap administered the province, collected taxes, and was the

supreme judge.

Satsuma Revolt  Rebellion by samurai warriors in 1877 led by General Saigo to

try to reassert their historic position. The revolt was in response to the

reforms of the Meiji government that deprived the samurai of their economic and

military privileges. Government forces crushed the rebellion.

Saud (1902-1969)  Saudi Arabian king (1953-1964). Forced to yield some of his

powers to an executive council headed by his brother Faisal in 1958, he was

deposed by Faisal in 1964, and died in exile.

Saul  First king (11th century?) of the ancient Israelites. In the Bible, he

was noted for his prowess in battle and for his jealousy of his successor,

David, whom he tried to destroy.

Savonarola, Girolamo (1452-1498)  Italian Dominican religious reformer. He

enthralled Florence with his sermons, noted for their moral rigor. He

challenged papal authority and later was repudiated and executed by the

Florentines.

Savoy, House of  European royal dynasty. Founded in the 11th century by Humbert

I, the White-Handed, it first dominated the French Swiss-Italian Alpine region,

then spread to Piedmont. Made a ducal family of the Holy Roman Empire in 1416,

it eventually came to rule vast areas of France, Switzerland, and Italy. After

receiving the kingdom of Sardinia in 1720, their support of Italian unification

led to the creation in 1861 of the kingdom of Italy, with the House of Savoy as

its royal family. The House of Savoy remained the ruling house of Italy until

1946, when a republic was established.

Saxons  Germanic peoples whose influence grew as the Roman Empire declined. The

Saxons conducted numerous raids of piracy along the coasts of northern Germany,

Gaul, and Britain, and, with the Angles, many Saxons settled in Britain in the

6th century. On the Continent, their constant warfare against the Franks ended

with their defeat in the 9th century and their forced conversion to

Christianity by Charlemagne.

Sayyid dynasty  Dynasty that ruled India's Delhi sultanate (1414-1451). The

four sultans of the dynasty were barely able to maintain themselves and

eventually gave way to the Lodi dynasty.

Schism  1. Schism of 1054. Final division of the Christian church into the

Roman Catholic (Western) church and the Orthodox Eastern church. 2. Great

Schism. Division in the Roman Catholic church (1378-1417) in which two rival

lines of popes emerged. To end the schism, the Council of Pisa was convened in

1409 and declared against the then-reigning popes in Rome and France. In 1410

the council installed John XXIII as pope. John succeeded in winning widespread

support and then called the Council of Constance in 1414. Gregory XII in Rome

resigned and the council deposed both John XXIII and Benedict XIII, then

reigning in France. Pope Martin V was elected and the schism was ended.

Schlieffen, Alfred, Graf von (1833-1913)  German field marshal. As head of the

German general staff (1891-1905) he devised the Schlieffen plan in 1895, the

strategy later attempted by Germany in World War I. This plan was to crush

French resistance in a war by a massive, lightning attack from the north

through Belgian and Dutch territory (ignoring their neutrality). The plan also

called for an attack by relatively light forces concentrated in the south

against France and in the east against Russia. The plan failed during World War

I because the forces attacking through Belgium and Holland were not strong

enough. However, in World War II Germany brilliantly executed the basic plan.

Schliemann, Heinrich (1822-1890)  German archaeologist who excavated the ruins

of ancient Troy.

Schmidt, Helmut (b. 1918)  West German chancellor (1974-1982). A Social

Democrat, he served as minister of defense (1969-1972), minister of finance

(1972-1974), and succeeded Willy Brandt as chancellor. He oversaw the rapid

economic expansion of West Germany. He was succeeded by Helmut Kohl in 1983.

Scholasticism  Medieval Christian philosophical and theological movement that

arose in the 11th century. It embraced various schools of thought that were, in

general terms, concerned with questions of reconciling faith and reason and it

stimulated a renewed interest in ancient Greek philosophy. Earlier Christian

thinkers, notably St. Augustine (through his writings on Platonism) helped set

the stage for medieval Scholasticism. In the 11th century St. Anselm founded

the movement and in his writings used reason to better understand belief

("faith seeking understanding"). The works of Aristotle (translated from

Arabic) became available for the first time in Christian Europe by the 13th

century and had a tremendous impact on medieval scholastic thinkers. Albertus

Magnus began the synthesis of Aristotelianism and Christian theology, but St.

Thomas Aquinas, one of the greatest thinkers of the Christian church, brought

it to full development.

Schopenhauer, Arthur (1788-1860)  German philosopher. A successor of Kant in

the idealist school, he saw will rather than mind as the fundamental principle

of existence and developed a philosophy based on this idea. His most important

work was World as Will and Idea.

Schuman, Robert (1886-1963)  French statesman and prime minister (1947-1963).

As foreign minister (1948-1953) he proposed the Schuman plan for pooling

European coal and steel resources. This move toward European cooperation

eventually led to the formation of the European Common Market.

Schuschnigg, Kurt von (b.1897)  Austrian statesman. As prime minister (1934

-1938) he strove to prevent Austria's takeover by Germany in 1938.

Schweitzer, Albert (1875-1965)  Alsatian theologian, philosopher, and medical

missionary in Africa. Renouncing fame as a scholar and musician, he founded a

medical mission (Lambarene Hospital) in Africa, illustrating his philosophical

principle of "reverence for life."

Scipio  Ancient Roman patrician family. They were distinguished by their

patronage of Greek culture but even more by family members who were outstanding

Roman leaders during the 3rd and 2nd centuries B.C.

Second Coalition, War of the  War (1798-1802) conducted by a coalition of

European nations against France, the last phase of the French Revolutionary

Wars. On December 24, 1798, the monarchies of Russia and Britain, in agreement

with Naples, Portugal, Austria, and the Ottoman Empire, formed the Second

Coalition to oppose Napoleon's expansionism. Russia and Britain agreed to drive

France from The Netherlands, Austria was to combat Napoleon in Germany, and

Switzerland and combined Austro-Russian forces were to expel the French from

Italy. The coalition was only partially successful before Russia withdrew in

1799, and France subsequently regained some of its earlier losses. The conflict

was ended by the Treaty of Amiens in 1802, which also closed the French

Revolutionary Wars.

Second Empire  French government under the rule of Emperor Napoleon III (1852

-1870). Originally chosen as president of the Second Republic in 1848, Napoleon

III declared himself emperor in 1852. He followed Napoleon I's tradition of

autocratic rule and expansionism. However, France's humiliation in the Franco

-Prussian War of 1870 led to his overthrow and declaration of the Third

Republic.

Second Republic  French government (1848-1852) formed after the abdication of

King Louis Philippe in the February Revolution of 1848 and establishment of the

provisional government of Louis Blanc. Louis Napoleon, nephew of Emperor

Napoleon, was elected president of the republic. Though the Second Republic had

a constitution and a legislature, its rule was brief. Louis Napoleon overthrew

his own government, proclaimed himself Emperor Napoleon III in 1852, and

declared the Second Empire.

Second Republic  Spanish republican government (1931-1939) formed after the

ouster of King Alfonso XIII. A constitution was promulgated and church property

was confiscated, but the moderate policies followed by President Zamora brought

attacks from both the right and left. He was ousted in the 1936 elections by

the Popular Front (a coalition of republicans, Communists, syndicalists, and

Socialists). Soon after their president, Aza–a, took office, the Spanish Civil

War broke out. The Second Republic was replaced by Franco's Nationalist

government at the end of the war in 1939.

Seleucid Kingdom (Seleucid Empire)  Hellenistic empire of Asia Minor. The

Seleucid dynasty (312-364 B.C.) was centered in Syria and ruled over vast areas

of Asia Minor that had been captured by Alexander the Great. The dynasty was

founded by the Macedonian Seleucus I, one of Alexander's generals, following

Alexander's death. In the division of Alexander's empire, Seleucus was given

Babylonia. He rapidly added territories that extended from Syria to the Indus

River. Subsequent Seleucid rulers were instrumental in spreading Greek culture

throughout Asia Minor. However, the empire was gradually reduced and was

limited to Syria and Cilicia by the time of its absorption by Rome in 64 B.C.

Seleucus I (d. 280 B.C.)  Macedonian general and from 312 B.C, first of the

Seleucid rulers of the eastern portions of Alexander the Great's empire. His

rule extended over Syria, Asia Minor, Mesopotamia, and Persia. He founded

Antioch as his capital.

Self-Strengthening movement  Chinese movement begun in 1861 to adopt elements

of Western civilization in order to strengthen the Ch'ing (Manchu) dynasty

against both internal forces and further aggression by Western nations. The

movement began to decline in the 1870s.

Seljuks  Turkish dynasty that ruled much of western Asia and Asia Minor from

the 11th-13th centuries. Originally an Asiatic nomadic people the Seljuks

converted to Islam in the 11th century and soon created a vast empire after

taking power in the empire of the Caliphate.

Semite  A member of an ethnic group speaking a Semitic language. As early as

2500 B.C. the Semites began to migrate from the Arabian Peninsula. Semitic

peoples include the ancient Akkadians, Assyrians, Aramaeans, Israelites and

Phoenicians, and the modern Arabs and Jews.

Seneca, Lucius Annaeus (Seneca the Younger) (3 B.C.-65 A.D.)  Roman Stoic

philosopher, statesman, and dramatist, considered the leading literary figure

of his day. Tutor and adviser to Nero, he held great power during Nero's early

reign (54-62 A.D). Eventually, conflicts with the emperor led to his retirement

and he was finally ordered by Nero to commit suicide. Seneca's writings had a

profound influence on later literature, notably Elizabethan drama.

Sennacherib (d. 681 B.C.)  Ancient Assyrian king (705-681 B.C.), successor to

his father, Sargon II. He is noted for the rebuilding of Nineveh, the

destruction of Babylon in 689 B.C., and the siege of Jerusalem in 701 B.C.

Separatists  Factions of English Christians who tried to remove themselves from

the authority of the Church of England. The principal Separatists were

Brownists, Pilgrims, Baptists, and the Society of Friends.

Sepoy Rebellion (Indian Mutiny)  Widespread revolt (1857 and 1858) by native

Indian troops known as sepoys serving in the British East India Company army.

The revolt brought about the transfer of authority in India from the company to

the British crown in 1858 and later became a symbol for Indian nationalists.

Resentment against East India Company rule had been building for some time,

particularly over the company's annexation of native lands and its failure to

respect native customs. Hindus and Muslims alike were offended by the

introduction of cartridges that were removed to be greased with cow and pig fat

and this sparked the mutiny. Indian troops rebelled on May 10, 1857 at Meerut

and the bloody revolt (involving massacres of British army officers and

European civilians) spread rapidly throughout northern and central India.

British forces retook Delhi in September 1857 and Lucknow in March 1858. The

revolt was effectively crushed in 1858, though some fighting continued into

1859. As a result of the uprising, the (titular) ruler of the Mogul Empire,

Bahadur Shah II, was banished by the British. This formally ended the existence

of the Mogul Empire.

Serf  In feudalism, a peasant laborer bound to the land owned by a lord. The

serf owed payment, usually a portion of crops, and services to the lord in

return for protection and use of the land.

Seven Hills of Rome  The seven hills upon which the city of Rome was built. The

original city of Romulus was built on the Palatine hill. The other hills are

Capitoline (which became the principal one and site of the palaces of the

Caesars), Quirinal, Viminal, Esquiline, Caelian, and Aventine.

Seven Wonders of the World  Seven greatest man-made works of the ancient world.

Lists varied but usually included the pyramids of Egypt, the Hanging Gardens of

Babylon, the Colossus of Rhodes, the statue of Zeus at Olympia, the Temple of

Artemis at Ephesus, the Pharos lighthouse of Alexandria, and the Mausoleum at

Halicarnassus.

Seven Years' War  War fought (1756-1763) in Europe and in colonial domains in

other parts of the world. The American phase of the war was called the French

and Indian War. The war evolved from two separate ongoing struggles between

European powers: the rivalry between Prussia and Austria (which had been

humiliated by Prussia in the War of Austrian Succession 1740-1748) and the

colonial rivalry between Britain and France (in Canada, America, India, and

elsewhere). The war itself pitted Prussia, Britain, and Hanover against Austria

and France. Austria and France were joined variously by Sweden, Russia, Saxony,

and Spain. The war began in 1756 and Prussia and Britain eventually emerged

victorious. Prussia was confirmed as a leading European power and Britain

became the chief colonial power, having stripped France of nearly all its

colonial possessions.

Sevres, Treaty of  Treaty of 1920 between the Allies and the Ottoman Turks,

concluded at Sevres, France, after World War I. By its terms the Ottoman Empire

was abolished and Turkey was forced to renounce all non-Turkish possessions.

The Dardanelles were internationalized and demilitarized. Palestine and

Mesopotamia became British mandates, Syria became a French mandate, and Hejaz

and Armenia became independent kingdoms. The treaty was rejected by the

nationalists led by Kemal Ataturk and was superseded by the Treaty of Lausanne

in 1923.

Seymour, Jane (1509?-1537)  Third queen of English king Henry VIII. She gave

birth to his only son (who became King Edward VI) and died a few days later.

Shah Jahan (1592-1666)  Fifth Mogul emperor of India (1628-1658). Many great

buildings, notably the Taj Mahal, were built during his reign.

Shakespeare, William (Shakespere) (1564-1616)  English poet and playwright,

considered the greatest of all dramatists.

Shamir, Yitzak (b. 1915)  Israeli politician, leader of Herut party. Prime

minister 1983-1984. Alternated as prime minister with Shimon Peres from 1984 to

1989.

Shang  Chinese dynasty, also called the Yin. The Shang ruled northern China

(1766-1122 B.C.). It is the earliest Chinese dynasty to be historically

verified by archaeological evidence and written inscriptions. The Shang period

saw great advances in bronze casting, pottery, weaving, and agriculture. It

appears that ancestor worship and human sacrifice were practiced and the Shang

rulers had a highly organized system of government.

Shen Nung  Legendary Chinese emperor, believed to have been born in 2800 B.C.

He was the second of China's mythical great emperors and is said to have taught

the Chinese farming skills and to have established an agricultural society.

Shih Huang Ti (Ch'in Shi Huang Ti) (255-210 B.C.)  Chinese emperor (247/6-210

B.C.) who first unified the empire and built the Great Wall of China. Following

his accession as king of the Ch'in Kingdom of northwestern China, he annexed 6

other Chinese kingdoms to create in 221 B.C. the Ch'in Empire. He thereupon

abolished the old feudal order, divided his empire into 36 military districts,

established a centralized administration, and instituted uniform standards in

weights and measures, laws, and written language. He was a builder and, in

addition to the Great Wall, ordered construction of roads and canals. His

struggle with the Confucian scholars (supporters of the old feudal order) led

to the Burning of the Books in 213 B.C. and the eventual rise of the Han

dynasty.

Shi'ites  Muslim sect, one of the two major divisions of Islam, the other being

the Sunni. The Shi'ites originated in Persia as partisans of Ali, son-in-law of

Muhammad, after the first Muslim Civil War. They opposed the Omayyad dynasty

supported by the Sunni. The Shi'ites believe that a Mahdi will appear at the

millennium. Shi'ism is the official religion of Iran and also has followers in

India, Iraq, Yemen, Pakistan, and Oman. In the 1980s they became a political

force in the Arab world. They control the government of Iran (See Khomeini,

Ruhollah, Ayatollah). They have been connected to terrorism outside the Arab

world. See also Religion.

Shimabara Rebellion  Japanese insurrection (1637-1688) in which the

predominantly Catholic population of Shimabara rose against unjust taxation.

More than 100,000 troops failed to quell the rebellion and a Dutch gunship had

to be called in. The rebellion caused further Christian persecution and led

Japan's leaders to adopt a policy of isolation.

Shimonoseki, Treaty of  Treaty of 1895 between China and Japan ending the First

Sino-Japanese War. By its terms China, who had lost the war, accepted Korean

independence and ceded Taiwan, the Pescadores islands, and Port Arthur and the

Liaotung Peninsula to Japan. Japan subsequently returned Port Arthur and the

Liaotung Peninsula after European protests.

Shinto  Indigenous religion of Japan that is more a way of life than a formal

dogma. Its major divinities are Amaterasu, the sun goddess and her brother

Susanowo, the storm god, but all objects contain a holy spirit call kami.

Ancestor worship and pilgrimages to shrines are important aspects of Shinto,

which literally means "the way of the gods." The Japanese emperor was

considered divine as a direct descendant of Amaterasu. This belief was promoted

until 1946 when Emperor Hirohito disavowed his divinity.

Shiva (Siva)  The four-armed Hindu god of destruction. With Brahma (creation)

and Vishnu (preservation), he is one of the 3 major gods of Hinduism.

Shogun  Military leaders who were the real rulers of Japan (1192-1867). Shogun

was the title of the imperial military commander, and in 1192 the emperor

appointed Minamoto Yoritomo shogun. Yoritomo gained control over the

government, and in subsequent centuries the shoguns, as well as the warrior

class they controlled, ruled Japan. The emperor was sovereign in title only.

Under the shoguns, Japan remained locked in a rigid feudal system. The emperors

did not regain power until the Meiji Restoration in 1868, which marked the end

of feudalism in Japan and the beginning of the movement toward modernization.

The shogunate itself was hereditary and was held successively by the following

families: Kamakura shogunate (Minamoto family) (1192-1333), Ashikaga shogunate

(1338-1578), and Tokugawa shogunate (1603-1867).

Short Parliament  Fourth English Parliament in the reign of King Charles I.

Convened April 1640 by Charles to provide aid for a war against the Scottish

Covenanters, it refused to do so until the king had replied to its grievances.

It was dissolved in May and followed by the Long Parliament.

Shotoka, Prince (d. 629 A.D.)  As regent (592-629 A.D.) for his aunt Empress

Siuko, Prince Shotoka reorganized the Japanese government and began to

strengthen the central government with the Seventeen Article Constitution of

604 A.D. which declared the supremacy of the emperor, took away inherited

government offices, and appointed officials by merit following the Confucian

system in China. Shotoka sent Japanese missions to China and they brought

Chinese culture and the Buddhist religion back to Japan. Prince Shotoka's

policies were continued in the mid 600s by the Saika reforms.

Siegfried Line  Line of fortifications built along Germany's western frontier

in the 1930s. It corresponded to the French Maginot Line and succeeded in

slowing down the Allied offensive in World War II.

Sieyes, Emmanuel Joseph (1748-1836)  French revolutionary statesman. He played

a major role in the early years of the French Revolution, drafted the

Declaration of the Rights of Man and later helped organize the coup d'etat that

overthrew the Directory.

Sikhs  People of northwest India, followers of a religion founded in the 15th

century by Nank. Fusing Hindu and Muslim beliefs, the Sikhs worship one God and

employ meditation and exercise to attain the realization of God. They revere

their guru (teacher) and accept as their only religious text the Adi Granth,

largely a collection of hymns by the early gurus. They came to control much of

the Punjab in the 18th century but were defeated by the British in the Sikh

Wars of the 19th century.

Sikh Wars  Two 19th-century wars between the Sikhs and the British. 1. The

first Sikh war (1845 and 1846) was sparked by a Sikh invasion into British

India and culminated in the defeat of the Sikhs and British annexation of

Kashmir. 2. The second Sikh war (1848 and 1849) was caused by an uprising and

resulted in a British victory and the annexation of the Punjab.

Silesian Wars  1. The first Silesian war (1740-1742) was fought between Prussia

and Austria for possession of Silesia. It was begun by the invasion of Silesia

by Prussian king Frederick II, in alliance with Bavaria, France, and Saxony.

Austria was defeated, and by the Treaty of Breslau in 1742 Prussia gained

possession of much of Silesia. 2. The second Silesian war (1744 and 1745) was

begun by Frederick II, who crossed Saxony and invaded Bohemia. He captured

Prague but was forced back into Saxony. The war was ended by the Treaty of

Dresden in 1745 between Austria and Prussia, and Frederick retained possession

of Silesia.

Silk Road (Silk Route)  Ancient trade route across Asia from the Roman Empire

to China. Roughly the same route was followed by Marco Polo in his travels.

Silla, kingdom of  Ancient kingdom of Korea which arose (1st and 2nd centuries

A.D.) in eastern Korea. With the kingdoms of Koguryo and Paekche, it was one of

the 3 early Korean kingdoms and later unified the peninsula under native Korean

rule for the first time in 670. An administrative bureaucracy, influenced by

Chinese patterns, was set, and Buddhism flourished. The Silla rulers were

supplanted by the Koryo dynasty in 935.

Simpson, Sir George (1792-1860)  Scottish-born Canadian explorer. Simpson

explored Canada for the Hudson's Bay Company and made an overland journey (1841

and 1842) across the northern part of the world.

Sinan (1489?-1587?)  Foremost Ottoman architect, who designed and built more

than 300 structures. He built the mosques of Suleiman I at Constantinople and

Selim II at Adrianople.

Sinn Fein  Irish Nationalist political party of Ireland, whose name means "We

Ourselves." Originally a movement founded in 1899 by Griffith, it sought to

gain independence from England. It gathered momentum after the Easter Rebellion

of 1916 under the leadership of De Valera. After De Valera withdrew in 1927 to

enter the Dail of the Irish Free State, Sinn Fein declined in importance and

eventually became the political arm of the Irish Republican Army (IRA).

Sino-French War  Undeclared war (1883-1885) between France and China arising

from French expansion into Vietnam. China claimed Vietnam as a protectorate,

and after France declared a protectorate over Annam in 1883, China sent troops

to Vietnam. Soon defeated, China was forced to recognize French interests in

Annam and Tonkin in 1885.

Sino-Japanese War  1. War (1894 and 1895) between China and Japan over control

of Korea. The Japanese, having a modern, well-equipped army, easily invaded

Shantung and Manchuria and forced the Chinese to sue for peace. By the Treaty

of Shimonoseki of 1895, the Chinese agreed to pay a large indemnity, to cede

vast areas (including Taiwan) to Japan, to grant trade privileges to Japan, and

to recognize the nominal independence of Korea. Japan emerged from the conflict

as a major international power. 2. War (1937-1945) between China and Japan.

Following its occupation of Manchuria (1931 and 1932), Japan pressed the

Chinese for further concessions. The ongoing civil war between Chinese

Nationalists and Communists made it all but impossible to resist the growing

threat of an invasion by Japan. In 1936, the Nationalists and Communists agreed

to form a common front against the Japanese, and in July 1937 hostilities broke

out. Japan quickly occupied Peking and Tientsin, and soon after took Shanghai

and the capital of Nanking. The Japanese continued their rapid advance over the

eastern portions of China, taking cities and other strategic points while the

Chinese pursued a scorched-earth policy and waged a bitter guerrilla war from

within. China declared war on the Axis powers in 1941, after the Japanese

attack on Pearl Harbor, and the fighting in China thus became part of World War

II. In 1942-1944, despite an increase in aid from the United States and Britain

and the diversion of Japanese forces to fighting elsewhere, the Chinese were

unable to gain the initiative, though they slowed the Japanese advance and

inflicted some serious defeats. In fact, it was not until the spring of 1945,

just before the Japanese surrender, that the Chinese were able to mount a

successful offensive.

Sivaji (Shivaji) (Grand Rebel) (1627-1680)  Indian ruler, founder of the

Maratha kingdom. He expanded his domains at the expense of the Mogul Empire.

Six Dynasties  Name given to the period in China between the fall of the Han

dynasty in 220 A.D. and the beginning of the Sui in 581 A.D. The era was marked

by political disintegration but also by such cultural advancements as the

introduction of Buddhism and Taoism, medical and scientific study, and the use

of coal, tea, and gunpowder. It was named after the six dynasties that ruled

during the following periods: the Wu (222-280 A.D.), the eastern Ch'in (317

-419), the Liu-Sung (420-479), the southern Ch'i (479-502), the Liang (502

-557), and the Ch'en (557-581).

Sixteen Kingdoms  Name applied to a group of dynasties, all but 3 non-Chinese,

that ruled in northern China from 304-439 A.D.

Slave dynasty  First dynasty of the Delhi Sultanate in northern India. It ruled

between 1209 and 1290 and was so named because its founder, Qutbud-Din Aibak,

was once a slave.

Slavery  Age-old institution of involuntary servitude, now eliminated in nearly

every part of the world. Mention of slavery has been found in writings of the

Babylonians, Hebrews, Egyptians, and other ancient peoples and it was common

among the Greeks and Romans. After the fall of Rome, slavery in the medieval

European states was generally replaced by the feudal institution of serfdom. It

continued in the Muslim states, however. European involvement in slavery was

renewed in the 15th century with the beginnings of overseas exploration and

colonization, and slaves were used mainly in colonial domains. The Portuguese

took the first Negro slaves from West Africa in the 1440s, and in the 16th

century, Spain and England also began trading them (France, Denmark, and

American colonials started in the 17th century). By the late 17th century, the

English dominated the slave trade. The prime market for slaves was in the New

World colonies. The Spanish began importing large numbers of slaves into South

America after native Indian slaves proved too rebellious. In North America the

first slaves were introduced in 1619 at Jamestown, Virginia, and, though slaves

were later sent to other British colonies in the Americas, it was in the South

that they became an integral part of the plantation economy. Active slave trade

by European powers continued throughout the 18th century. But by the beginning

of the 19th century, abolitionists were already mounting their campaign to

bring about its end. Slavery ended in the United States with the passage of the

Thirteenth Amendment in 1865. See United States Constitution.

Smith, Adam (1723-1790)  Scottish economist and philosopher. Smith's famous

book, Wealth of Nations (1776), greatly influenced economic theory. It argued

for laissez-faire doctrines such as free trade and held that the "invisible

hand" of individual competition would ultimately work to the public benefit.

Smith, Ian Douglas (b. 1919)  Rhodesian politician. A white supremacist, he

became prime minister in 1964 and unilaterally declared Rhodesia's independence

from Britain in 1965. His white Rhodesian government subsequently resisted

international pressures, including economic boycott, and ruled until 1980, when

blacks came to power and renamed the country Zimbabwe.

Smuts, Jan Christiaan (1870-1950)  South African soldier and statesman. He

fought the British in the Boer War but later was instrumental in forming the

Union of South Africa in 1910. He was prime minister (1919-1924, 1939-1948).

Social contract  Agreement or bond by which human beings move from a state of

nature to form society. This theory was first advanced by Thomas Hobbes and

John Locke.

Social Darwinism  Discredited 19th-century social philosophy based on the

Darwinian theory of evolution. It held that human societies, like animal

species, were subject to the law of "survival of the fittest."

Social Democratic party of Germany  German political party. Founded in 1863 as

a Marxist workers' party, it became a formidable power in Germany during the

early 1900s. It was suppressed in 1933 by Hitler and reorganized after World

War II. However, it was unable to successfully challenge the coalition of

Christian Democrat and other parties until after 1959, when it eliminated

Marxist ideology and broadened its appeal as a people's party. Since the 1970s

the party has formed coalition governments in Germany under Brandt and Schmidt.

Socialism  Politico-economic doctrine. Socialism seeks to replace the

competitive capitalist system with a cooperative society, in which means of

production and distribution are owned either by the government or collectively

by the people. A response to the hardships and social injustice bred by the

Industrial Revolution, socialism dates primarily from the works of such

thinkers as Babeuf, Saint-Simon, Fourier, and Owen. Babeuf, sometimes called

the first Socialist theorist, sought to advance economic egalitarianism during

the French Revolution. Saint-Simon postulated government control of the economy

and industry, while Fourier and Owen believed in decentralizing society into

small collectives. New elements of class struggle and the necessity of

revolution were added to Socialist thought by way of Marx and Engels' Communist

Manifesto (1848). For the rest of the 19th century and into the early 20th, the

doctrinal dispute over revolutionary socialism versus evolutionary socialism

divided Socialists and ultimately brought about the permanent split between

Democratic Socialists (advocates of gradual change) and Communists (advocates

of revolutionary change). Though many other issues divided Socialists in the

early 1900s, the triumph of the Bolsheviks in the Russian Revolution of 1917

resulted in the complete separation of revolutionaries (now Communists) from

the Socialist movement. Thereafter, Democratic Socialists gradually gained

power in European countries (especially after World War II), notably in Britain

(See Labour party), Germany (See Social Democratic party of Germany), and, in

the 1980s, France.

Society of Jesus (Jesuits)  Roman Catholic religious order, founded in 1534 by

St. Ignatius of Loyola and approved in 1540 by Pope Paul III. The Jesuits

played an important role in the Catholic Reformation and also established many

schools in Europe.

Socrates (470?-399 B.C.)  Greek philosopher. One of the great philosophers of

ancient Greece, whose life and teachings have made a profound impression on

Western thought. Socrates spent much of his life in the public places of Athens

conducting discussions, or dialogues, with his fellow citizens. He developed a

mode of inquiry known as the dialectic, or Socratic method, by which the truth

of a given statement is tested by a series of questions. His purpose was to

gain knowledge, the basis of virtue, or right conduct. Eventually he was

accused of impiety and corruption of youth and was sentenced to death. With his

disciples by his side, he committed suicide by drinking hemlock. Socrates wrote

nothing, and our knowledge of his life and teachings comes mainly from the

writings of his disciple Plato. See also Philosophy.

Solidarity  See Walesa, Lech.

Solomon  Great king of ancient Israel (973-933 B.C.), renowned for his wisdom.

He encouraged trade and thereby brought on a period of great commercial

prosperity. He also built lavish cities and constructed the first Temple of

Jerusalem.

Solon (638-599 B.C.)  Athenian statesman who laid the foundations of democracy

in Athens. Elected archon (chief magistrate) in 594 B.C. amid a social crisis

caused by the widespread indebtedness of the populace to the aristocracy, he

instituted his economic reforms called Seisachtheia. He ended the practice of

securing loans with personal liberty (serfdom resulted from failure to pay),

annulled all debts contracted in this manner, restricted exports, and reformed

the currency. He also reformed the Athenian constitution, allowing all free men

to participate in the assembly for the first time. The power of the Areopagus

was limited and a council of Four Hundred was created to represent the

propertied class. Solon also introduced a new law code to replace the harsh

Draconian Code.

Solzhenitsyn, Aleksandr Isayevich (b. 1918)  Russian writer and a leading

dissident against the excesses of the Soviet system. He received the Nobel

Prize in Literature in 1970. He was exiled to the West in 1974 when the Soviet

Union revoked his citizenship for criticizing the government. In 1976 he

settled in the United States. His citizenship was restored in 1990.

Somoza, Anastasio (1896-1956)  President of Nicaragua (1936-1947, 1951-1956).

As head of the army from 1933, he ruled the country even when out of office. He

established his family's rule in Nicaragua, which lasted until 1979.

Songhai, empire of  Ancient African empire in the Niger Valley of the Sudan.

Founded by Berbers in about 700 A.D. and converted to Islam, the empire reached

its height under Askia Muhammad I (1493-1528) with Timbuktu its chief city. The

invasion of Moorish troops from Morocco in 1591 destroyed the empire.

Sophia (1630-1714)  Electress of Hanover, and granddaughter of James I of

England. Her son became George I of England by the Act of Settlement.

Sophia Alekseyevna (1657-1704)  Regent of Russia (1682-1689), daughter of Czar

Alexis. She ruled during the minority of her brother Ivan V and half-brother

Peter I (Peter the Great).

Sophists  Greek philosophical school that flourished from the 5th century B.C.

Skeptical about the possibility of knowing truth, the Sophists opposed

philosophical doctrine and instead taught the art of rhetorical persuasion.

Protagoras was the first prominent Sophist. See also Philosophy.

Sophocles (496-406 B.C.)  Greek tragedian who is ranked with his contemporaries

Aeschylus and Euripides as one of the greatest tragic poets. He made several

innovations in Greek drama and wrote over 120 plays.

South Africa Act  British act (effective May 31, 1910) that created the Union

of South Africa by uniting the British possessions of Cape, Natal, Transvaal,

and Orange River. The act also provided a constitution and its provisions

established white supremacy there.

Southeast Asia Treaty Organization (SEATO)  Alliance created by a treaty in

1954 by the United States, Australia, France, New Zealand, Pakistan, the

Philippines, Thailand, and Britain. It was intended to bolster the region's

defenses after the French withdrawal from Indochina. The Vietnam War disrupted

the alliance and it held its final joint exercises in 1976.

Souvanna Phouma (b. 1901)  Laotian statesman. He was frequently premier during

the years of civil war from 1951. Forced to the right by the gains of the

Communist Pathet Lao, he relied heavily on American aid during the Vietnam War

years. Nevertheless, the Communists took control in 1974 and 1975.

Soviet  Council and basic elective political unit of the modern Soviet Union's

government. Dominated by the Communist party, soviets are arranged in a

hierarchy ranging from local to national jurisdiction and are charged with

legislative and executive functions. The first soviets were organized by rebels

during the 1905 revolution; during the 1917 revolution the soviets formed in

all of Russia's major cities, rivaled the Russian Provisional Government for

power.

Spaak, Paul-Henri (1899-1972)  Belgian statesman and socialist. The Belgian

foreign minister at various times from 1938 until his death, he served as

premier (1938 and 1939, 1947-1950) and became the first U.N. General Assembly

president in 1946.

Spanish Civil War  War (1936-1939) between republican (leftist) and nationalist

(rightist) forces in Spain that brought General Franco to power in 1939. With

the establishment of the Second Spanish Republic in 1931, moderate republicans

(liberals, moderate Socialists) gained power. In the first, unsettled years of

the republic they were opposed by the nationalists, then consisting of the

aristocracy, royalists, the church, military, and Fascists. However, extremist

factions on both sides came to the fore and, after civil war broke out in 1936,

they played a major role in the continuing struggle. The republican faction was

split by conflicts between Communists, anarchists, and radical Socialists.

These disputes ultimately contributed to their downfall, despite considerable

aid provided by the Soviets. The nationalists, on the other hand, were quickly

unified under the leadership of Franco and were supplied with troops and

material by Fascist Italy and Nazi Germany.

Spanish Succession, War of  A war (1701-1714) fought in Europe to determine the

succession to the Spanish throne on the death of Spanish king Charles II.

(Related fighting in the American colonies was known as Queen Anne's War.)

French king Louis XIV, seeking to greatly enhance French power on the

Continent, supported the accession of his grandson Philip of Anjou. This was

opposed by England, which feared French political and economic domination of

Europe, and by Holy Roman emperor Leopold I, who championed the claims of his

son, Archduke Charles. A third claimant was Bavarian Prince Joseph Ferdinand.

Attempts to find a negotiated settlement began after the War of the Grand

Alliance (1689-1697) with the First and Second Partition treaties. They failed

after the death of Charles II and the accession of Philip as Philip V. England

then formed the Grand Alliance against France and the war began. Most fighting

occurred outside Spain.

Sparta  City-state of ancient Greece. Founded in about 1100 B.C. by the

Dorians, Sparta became, by the 6th century B.C. one of the most powerful city

-states in Greece. Its dominance of the Peloponnesus and support of oligarchies

against democracies led to its famous rivalry with Athens. Sparta finally

defeated Athens in the Peloponnesian War and Sparta became the leading power in

Greece. It remained so until its defeat by Thebes in 371 B.C. Sparta eventually

fell under Macedonian, then Roman rule, and was destroyed by the Goths in 395

A.D.

Spartacus (d. 71 B.C.)  Thracian-born Roman gladiator who led the slaves in the

Servile War in Italy (73-71 B.C.).

Spartacus League  Militant German Socialist organization. Protesting against

World War I, the Spartacists split from the German Social Democratic party in

1916. They later allied themselves with the Russian Bolsheviks in 1919 and thus

became the German Communist party. Party leaders Liebknecht and Luxemburg were

murdered after they organized a general strike in Berlin in 1919.

Speer, Albert (1905-1981)  German architect and Nazi official. He organized

German war production, bringing it to its peak in 1944.

Speke, John Hanning (1827-1864)  British explorer. He discovered Lake Victoria,

one of the sources of the Nile River.

Spencer, Herbert (1820-1903)  English philosopher. An early advocate of

evolution, he and Huxley helped bring about acceptance of Darwin's theory of

evolution.

Sputnik  The world's first artificial satellite launched in 1957 by the

Russians as the first of 10 satellites in the Sputnik series.

SS (Schutzstaffel) (Black Shirts)  Nazi military corps formed in 1929.

Commanded by Himmler, it eventually became the instrument of Nazi party control

in Germany and occupied territories. By the end of World War II the SS had

grown to 35 divisions responsible for domestic and international security and

included the Gestapo, the armed Waffen SS units, and concentration camp guards.

Stalin, Joseph Vissarionovich (1879-1953)  Soviet Communist leader, originally

surnamed Dzhugashvili. Stalin became general secretary of the Central Committee

in 1922 after the Bolsheviks came to power in the Revolution of 1917. In the

power struggle after Lenin's death, Stalin defeated Trotsky, Zinoviev, Kamenev,

and Bukharin to become virtual dictator of the Soviet Union and the Communist

party. In 1928, Stalin instituted a new policy of industrialization and

collectivization of agriculture. Resistance by kulaks, or farmers, to

collectivization led to untold misery and death. Failures in Stalin's Five-Year

Plan caused further hardship. The 1930s saw the Purge Trials, by which Stalin

eliminated all potential opponents, and the signing of a nonaggression pact

with Germany in 1939. Stalin's hopes of keeping Russia out of World War II

ended with the German invasion of the Soviet Union in 1941, and his inability

to deal at first with the invasion contributed to the Red Army's disastrous

early losses. He subsequently acted as commander-in-chief of the victorious

Soviet forces, although his role as military leader is disputed. Stalin's

participation in Teheran in 1943 and Yalta in 1945 conferences established the

Soviet Union as one of the major world powers, and led to Soviet domination of

Eastern Europe after the war. In the late 1940s and early 1950s he became the

leading Communist figure in the Cold War and further increased his tyrannical

rule. After his death in 1953, a power struggle led to the rise of Khrushchev.

Stalingrad, battle of  Important turning point of World War II during which the

Russians gained the offensive against the Germans. More than 500,000 Germans

attacked and largely destroyed Stalingrad in September 1942, but the Russians

continued to hold out and by November 1942, had surrounded the Germans, who

were eventually forced to surrender in February 1943. Hundreds of thousands

were killed and wounded on both sides in this bloody battle.

Stanley, Sir Henry Morton (1841-1904)  British-born American reporter and

explorer. Stanley's diverse activities included fighting for both sides in the

American Civil War, newspaper reporting, finding the missing Dr. Livingstone in

Africa, and colonizing the Congo and Uganda.

Star Chamber  English royal court. An outgrowth of the king's council, it

eventually included civil and criminal matters in its jurisdiction, and for a

time it was a popular expedient to common-law courts. Under the Stuart kings

(notably Charles I), however, the court became a device for asserting royal

powers. It was abolished in 1641 soon after by the Long Parliament.

State  Term applied to the political organization of a society, or the form or

institution of government ruling the affairs of a society.

States-General  See Estates-General.

Stephen (1097-1154)  King of England (1135-1154). Forced to acknowledge

Matilda, the daughter of Henry I, as legitimate heir, Stephen nevertheless

claimed the throne on Henry's death. Matilda invaded England in 1139 and, after

capturing Stephen at Lincoln in 1141, reigned for six months. Stephen regained

the throne and drove Matilda out of England in 1148, though he was unable to

restore order in his domains.

Stoicism  Philosophical school founded in 300 B.C. at Thens by Zeno of Citium.

It arose in opposition to Epicureanism, spread among the Greeks, and after the

2nd century B.C. became influential among the Romans. Stoicism was derived from

the teachings of Cynics. Stoics held that all reality is material and that God,

or reason, is the universal working force. Thus, living according to nature or

reason was to come into harmony with the divine order of the universe. The

ideal, virtuous life was to be achieved by exercising wisdom and restraint, by

casting off passion and desire, and by right conduct and devotion to duty.

Stone Age  Stage in the development of human culture beginning about 2.5

million years ago and lasting until the beginning of the Bronze Age, or roughly

about 3500 B.C. (in the Near East). Dating varies widely according to region

and particular culture, and an essentially Stone Age culture exists even today

among some primitive peoples. The Stone Age is characterized by the use of

stone (along with wood and bone) for tools and implements, and is commonly

subdivided into the Paleolithic and Neolithic states. The Paleolithic (Old

Stone Age) period is the earliest and lasted until about 8000-6000 B.C. The

Neolithic (New Stone Age) period is generally taken to begin with the advent of

domestication of animals, cultivation of food plants, and development of

village culture. It ends with the appearance of metal weapons and tools. The

term Mesolithic (Middle Stone Age) usually refers to a stage of cultural

development in northwestern Europe, from 8000-3000 B.C. See also Technology.

Stonehenge  Famous prehistoric stone structure near Salisbury, in southern

England. Built and added to between the 18th and 14th centuries B.C., it was

apparently used for religious purposes, though not by the Druids, as is

popularly believed. The structure is made up of large stones arranged in

concentric circles about a central altar stone.

Strathcona, 1st baron (1820-1914)  Canadian financier and statesman. He became

governor of the Hudson's Bay Company (1889-1914) and was a leading figure in

the company that completed the Canadian Pacific Railway.

Streicher, Julius (1885-1946)  German Nazi leader, a vicious anti-Semite who

used his newspaper, Der Sturmer, to spread hatred of the Jews.

Stresemann, Gustav (1878-1929)  German statesman. As foreign minister of the

Weimar Republic, he succeeded in pursuing a policy of conciliation with

Germany's former enemies and arranged Germany's admission to the League of

Nations.

Stuart (Stewart)  Royal family of Scotland and England (reigned 1603-1714). The

family originated in the 11th century and from the 12th century the Stuarts

were hereditary stewards of Scotland. The first Stuart king of Scotland was

Robert II (1371-1390). The Stuart claim to the English throne stemmed from the

marriage of Scottish king James IV to English king Henry VII's daughter, Mary

Tudor. Their granddaughter, Mary Queen of Scots, was mother of Scottish King

James VI, who became King James I (1603-1625), first Stuart king of England.

Thereafter the Stuarts reigned (or claimed the throne) during the tumultuous

period of the English Civil War, Restoration, and the Glorious Revolution. The

Act of Settlement in 1701 excluded the Stuarts from the throne, but descendants

of the Stuart line ruled until the Hanovers came to power in 1714.

Sucre, Antonio Jose de (1795-1830)  A South American revolutionary. He was

Bolivar's chief lieutenant and participated in fighting against the Spanish in

Peru, Bolivia, Ecuador, and Colombia and commanded in the Battle of Ayacucho.

He was first president of Bolivia (1826-1828).

Suez Canal  Canal in Egypt. An important commercial waterway connecting the

Mediterranean Sea and the Red Sea. Built by a private French company (1859

-1869) under the supervision of F. de Lesseps, it passed to the British after

they established control over Egypt in 1882.

Suharto (b. 1921)  Became president of Indonesia in 1967. He led the army in

putting down a Communist-influenced coup d'etat in 1965. From then on he

effectively controlled the government, though Sukarno remained president.

Suharto finally became president in 1967 and was reelected in 1973.

Sui  Chinese dynasty (581-618) that reunited China after the Six Dynasties

period. The Sui emperors were Yang Chien (541-604) and his son, Yang Kuang (d.

618). They began construction of a canal system, called the Grand Canal, and

refortified the Great Wall. The dynasty was overthrown and the succeeding T'ang

dynasty adopted many of the Sui governmental systems.

Sukarno (1901-1970)  Indonesian statesman, president (1949-1967), and leader of

the nationalists in the fight for independence from the Dutch (1945-1949).

After becoming president he consolidated his power, dissolved the assembly in

1959, and made himself dictator. At the same time, he sought closer relations

with the Communists, particularly the Chinese. An attempted Communist coup,

however, resulted in a takeover by the Indonesian army and Sukarno's ouster.

Suleiman I (Suleyman I) (1494-1566)  Sultan of the Ottoman Empire (1520-1566).

He was known as "the Magnificent" and "the Lawgiver" for his expansion of the

empire, his patronage of the arts, and his many reforms. His conquests include

Belgrade in 1521, Rhodes in 1522, southern Hungary in 1526, and parts of

Persia, Iraq and Tripoli by 1551. His navy, under the command of Barbarossa,

terrorized the Mediterranean. During his reign, Suleiman also formed what

became a long-standing alliance with France against the Hapsburg rulers of

Europe.

Suleiman II (1642-1691)  Ottoman sultan (1687-1691). Through his minister,

Mustafa Kuprili, he introduced liberal reforms. His reign was marked by the

Austro-Turkish War.

Sulla, Lucius Cornelius (138-78 B.C.)  Roman general and politician. Sulla

seized power in 83 B.C. and made himself dictator for life. He began the

systematic murder of thousands of his opponents. At the same time, he

instituted a program of governmental reforms, notably those to restore the

power of the Senate. He resigned unexpectedly in 79 B.C.

Sully, Maximilien de Bethune, duc de (1560-1641)  French financier and

statesman. A close friend of Henry IV, be became finance minister by 1598 and

restored the royal treasury, which had been seriously depleted by the Wars of

Religion.

Sultan  Islamic term applied at first to spiritual leaders of the Islamic

community and later to Muslim rulers wielding political authority.

Sumer  Ancient civilization of southern Mesopotamia from roughly the 4th-3rd

millennium B.C. to the beginning of the 2nd millennium B.C. Though an extensive

village culture existed in the region by the 5th millennium B.C., the formation

of Sumerian cities and the rise of Sumerian culture did not begin until the 4th

-3rd millennium. From that time, such cities as Eridu, Erech, Lagash, Larsa,

and Ur flourished as commercial and cultural centers and rivaled one another

for control of neighboring lands. In the 24th century B.C., however, the

Semitic people of northern Mesopotamia, the Akkadinas, conquered Sumer and made

it part of their empire. The Akkadinas absorbed and thus spread much of the

Sumerian culture (including cuneiform writing) before they were, in turn,

conquered in the 22nd century B.C. by invaders from the north. Thereafter, the

Sumerians enjoyed a brief resurgence under the leadership of such cities as

Lagash and notably, Ur. But dynastic struggles and invasions by neighboring

peoples brought on their final decline in the 20th century B.C. During their

ascendancy, the Sumerians developed the first writing system (cuneiform) in the

Near East, the first written civil law code, commercial and banking systems,

skills in pottery-making and metalworking, and agricultural and military

technology. The fall of Sumerian civilization was followed by the rise of

Babylonia.

Sung  Chinese dynasty and historic period (960-1279), which followed the Five

Dynasties period. One of the great epochs of Chinese history, it was marked by

commercial prosperity, a cultural flowering, administrative reforms, and

technological innovations. The dynasty was founded by Chao K'uang-yin (reigned

960-976). With its capital at Kaifeng, the Sung dynasty was not seriously

threatened until 1127. At this time, invasions by nomadic Jurchen tribes from

the north forced Sung rulers to move their capital to Lin-an (now Hangchow) in

the South. Thus, the Sung dynasty is usually divided into northern Sung (960

-1127) and southern Sung (1127-1279). The Sung dynasty was finally conquered in

1279 by the invading Mongols under Kublai Khan, who replaced it with the Yuan

dynasty. Sung rulers instituted administrative reforms, many of which were

aimed at centralizing power and also fostered the growth of schools and a great

government bureaucracy. Commercial prosperity came as a result of increased

trade, notably with India, Persia, and the Arabs. The Sung period was further

marked by the increase in printing (with movable type by the 11th century), a

revival of Confucianism and the writings of Chu Hsi, the compilation of great

encyclopedias and histories, and a golden age of Chinese landscape painting and

ceramics. It also saw the use of gunpowder and the magnetic compass for

navigation.

Sunga  Dynasty that ruled North India between 185 and 73 B.C. It succeeded the

Maurya Empire. During the rule of this dynasty Brahmanical Hinduism reemerged

as the official state religion, after a temporary eclipse by Buddhism.

Sunnites (Sunnis)  Traditional or orthodox sect of Islam, adhered to by over

three-quarters of all Muslims. They accept the actual succession of the early

Muslim caliphs, while the other major sect, the Shi'ites, say that Ali (the

fourth) was the first true successor Muhammad. The Sunnites also accept the

Sunnah as the legitimate body of Muslim traditions. See also Religion.

Sun Yat-sen (1866-1925)  Chinese revolutionary, the father of the Chinese

republic, and leader of the Nationalist Kuomintang until his death. Sun led an

abortive revolt at Canton in 1895 and for the next 16 years worked in exile to

promote revolution in China. He returned to China during the Revolution of 1911

and served for a few months as president of the provisional government (1911

and 1912). Next he led an abortive revolt in 1913 against the dictatorial

regime of Yuan Shih-k'ai and fled China until 1917. Sun became president of the

Nationalist government at Canton in 1923, formed an alliance with the Chinese

Communists, and reorganized the Nationalist Kuomintang with the help of Russia.

Svoboda, Ludvik (1895-1979)  Czechoslovakian general and president (1968-1975).

Svoboda was a military hero in both World War I and World War II. As president,

he obtained the release of the political prisoners taken in the Russian

invasion of 1968.

Syndicalism  Theory of government holding that power of the state should be

primarily concentrated in the hands of organized labor unions. Influenced by

Proudhon and Sorel, it flourished especially in France, Spain, Italy, and Latin

America before World War I. It declined with the spread of Communist-dominated

unions.

Tacitus (55?-117 A.D.)  Roman historian. Tacitus served in many military and

governmental posts before becoming consul in 97 A.D. He quickly gained a

reputation as an eloquent speaker, then turned to writing. His works include

Germania, a history of early German tribes and two major works on Roman

history, the Histories and the Annals.

Tagore, Sir Rabvindranath (1861-1941)  Indian poet and philosopher. Tagore

sought to combine elements of East and West in his works. He was the first

Asiatic to win the Nobel Prize in Literature in 1913.

Taika Reforms  Series of reform measures carried out in the mid-600s to

establish a stronger government in Japan modeled after that of China under the

Tang dynasty. All land in Japan was made the property of the imperial

government which allotted it to peasants to farm. The reforms included a new

tax system, roads, and reorganizing the country in provinces administered by

governors appointed by the imperial government.

Taiping Rebellion  Uprising (1850-1864) against the Manchu dynasty of China, a

precursor to the Nationalist and Communist movements. Its leader was Hung Hsiu

-ch'uan (1814-1864) who believed he was the younger brother of Jesus Christ. A

new religion was formed around his teachings in the late 1840s and gained

support among the peasants and workers in Kwangsi. It was loosely based on

Christianity, opposed Confucianism, and advocated radical reforms, such as

communal ownership of property and equality of women. Beginning in 1850 with a

few thousand followers, the rebels soon gathered support and eventually

mustered a highly organized army of 1 million zealous troops. The rebels

succeeded in capturing Nanking in 1853 and made it their capital. The failure

of subsequent expeditions and internal dissent weakened the movement, however.

An attempt to take Shanghai in 1860 was stopped by the "Ever-Victorious Army"

organized by Europeans. A Manchu army under Tseng Kuo-fan besieged Nanking

(1862-1864) and finally captured the city in 1864. Hung committed suicide and

the revolt was broken. Nevertheless, it had seriously weakened the Manchu

government and paved the way for later rebellions and the final collapse of the

Manchu dynasty.

Taira family  Japanese military clan, or family also called Heike. Founded in

the 9th century, it reached its height in the 12th century but was defeated in

1185 by the Minamoto clan.

Taisho (Yoshihito) (1879-1926)  Japanese emperor (1912-1926). During his reign,

Japan joined the Allies in World War I and became firmly established as a great

power. His son, the future emperor Hirohito, became regent in 1921.

Tale of the Genji  Written in about the year 1000 by Lady Murasaki Shikubu, it

is the world's first novel and is considered one of the masterpieces of

Japanese literature.

Talleyrand, Charles Maurice de (Talleyrand-Perigord) (1754-1838)  French

statesman and diplomat. His persuasive skills brought him high advisory and

diplomatic positions under the Directory, Napoleon, Louis XVIII, and Louis

Philippe. He represented France at the Congress of Vienna (1814 and 1815),

skillfully limiting the demands of other countries upon France, and restoring

many European borders to their Napoleonic status.

Talmud  Written compilation of the oral laws of the Jews, after the Old

Testament, the most important Judaic text. It consists of the Mishna, the text

of the laws; and the Gemara, commentary.

Tamerlane (Timur) (1336-1405)  Mongol conqueror. A Muslim and self-proclaimed

descendant of Genghis Khan, he gained firm control of the throne of Samarkand

(in modern Soviet Turkistan) by 1369. Thereafter he led his army of Turks and

Mongols in a series of campaigns that vastly expanded his domains. He warred

against Persia, and by 1387 had extended his empire to the Euphrates River.

Crossing the Euphrates in 1392, he advanced northward to conquer the Caucasus

region. India was invaded next in 1398 and the Delhi Sultanate was ruthlessly

destroyed, during which time Tamerlane ordered the massacre of tens of

thousands. Turning westward again, Tamerlane captured Baghdad in 1401, attacked

the Egyptian Mamelukes in Syria, and defeated the Ottoman Turks in Asia Minor.

Tamerlane died before launching his planned invasion of China and on his death

the empire he had created was divided among his heirs.

Tamil  Ancient Dravidian dialect, spoken mainly in Madras, India.

T'ang  Dynasty of Chinese rulers (618-907). The dynasty was founded after the

overthrow of the Sui dynasty by Li Yuan. T'ang rulers greatly expanded the

empire, and at its height, under Emperor Hsuan Tsung (ruled 712-756), it

included parts of Korea, Manchuria, Mongolia, Tibet, and Turkistan. Trade was

stimulated, and in the ensuing period of prosperity the arts, particularly

poetry and sculpture, flourished. Confucianism enjoyed a resurgence and was

officially adopted by the state. The civil service system was further refined.

However, the empire was weakened by an unsuccessful revolt (755-763) led by An

Lu-shan, a Turkish general. In subsequent years, provincial warlords gained

power and ultimately overthrew the T'ang rulers.

T'ang Hsuan Tsung (685-762)  Chinese emperor of the T'ang dynasty. During his

reign China reached the peak of its power and prosperity, though the T'ang

dynasty's decline began soon after.

T'ang T'ai Tsung (600-649)  Chinese emperor (626-649). Second emperor of the

T'ang dynasty. Considered the founder of the dynasty, he consolidated the

empire, drove out the Turks, and encouraged art and literature.

Tantras  Collection of Hindu and Buddhist holy books that include information

on such topics as religious rituals, traditions, and the practice of yoga. They

date from the 6th or 7th century.

Taoism  Major Chinese religious and philosophical system. Taoism was, by

tradition, founded by Lao-Tze in the 6th century B.C. According to Taoism,

human beings can find Tao (the Way) by following a policy of nonaction, or

passivity. The Way is the natural course of all events in the world, and the

human path to happiness is through elimination of desire, ambition, and

struggle, which go contrary to all nature. Taoism was in part a reaction to the

organized system of ethical conduct advanced by Confucianism. By the 5th

century A.D., it was an organized religion. A hierarchy of gods was developed

and ways to increase longevity and achieve immortality were sought. Taoist

religion has been an important influence in China, especially in the arts.

Tarik (ibn Ziyad) (ca. 711)  Berber general. Tarik led the first Muslim

invasion of Spain in 711, conquering much of the Iberian Peninsula and firmly

establishing Moorish influence there.

Tatars (Tartars)  Turkic-speaking peoples of the former U.S.S.R. living near

the Volga River region and numbering some 6 million. The name once referred to

Mongols and other Asiatic people who invaded Europe, some of whom merged to

form the Golden Horde, a powerful force in Russia.

Tay Son Rebellion  Vietnamese uprising (1771-1788) led by three brothers from

Tay Son, Vietnam. They overthrew the ruling dynasties governing Vietnam,

defeated the Chinese sent to support the rulers, and unified the country.

During their brief rule (1788-1793) they attempted to introduce social reforms.

Teheran Conference  Allied conference of 1943 at Teheran, Iran, during World

War II. Attended by President Roosevelt, British Prime Minister Churchill, and

Soviet Premier Stalin, it coordinated strategy involving the Allied invasion of

Western Europe.

Ten Kingdoms  Independent kingdoms that rose in southern China in the period

(907-960) between the end of the T'ang and the rise of the Sung dynasties.

Tennis Court Oath  Oath sworn on June 20, 1789 by members of the Third Estate

during the early stages of the French Revolution. The delegates to the Estates

-General had on June 17 formed the National Assembly, and, finding themselves

barred from their meeting place, convened at a tennis court, where they swore

not to disband until a constitution had been granted the country. Their

determination led King Louis XVI to direct the clergy and nobility to join the

National Assembly on June 27.

Tenochtitlan  Ancient capital city of the Aztecs, which stood on the site of

present-day Mexico City. Founded in 1325, it was captured and largely razed in

1521 by Cortes.

Ten Years' War  Cuban revolt against Spanish rule (1868-1878). It was led by

Carlos Manuel de Cespedes, who called for the gradual emancipation of slaves

and universal suffrage. He also favored Cuban independence, although not all

the insurrectionists agreed. After 10 years of brutal fighting, which left

about 200,000 Cubans and Spanish dead, the insurrection was defeated. The

Treaty of El Zanjon in 1878 made liberal promises, most of which were not kept.

Tet Offensive  Major offensive in February 1968 by the Vietcong and North

Vietnamese regulars during the Vietnam War. The combined Communist forces

staged attacks in more than 100 cities throughout South Vietnam (including

Saigon), thus proving their continued strength and embarrassing American

military leaders. Fighting lasted a month at the city of Hue and Communist

losses were heavy, but the offensive proved a major propaganda victory.

Tetzel, Johann (1465-1519)  German Dominican monk. His granting of indulgences

in return for donations to a building fund sparked Luther's initial challenge

to the Catholic church.

Teutonic Knights (German Order)  Catholic military order founded in 1190 at

Acre by German nobles during the Third Crusade. In the 13th century the order

moved to Europe, became a powerful force, and gained control of Prussia.

Through the 14th century, the order expanded its holdings and power, and many

of its cities became members of the Hanseatic League. Its continued attacks on

Poland and Lithuania led to the order's defeat in the Battle of Tannenberg in

1410 and its subsequent decline. The order was dissolved in 1525 by Grand

Master Albert of Brandenburg.

Tewfik Pasha (1852-1892)  Khedive of Egypt (1879-1892). Egyptian opposition to

Western influence during his rule led to military intervention by the British

in 1882, who took virtual control of Egypt.

Tewkesbury, battle of  English battle on May 4, 1471, the final battle of the

Wars of the Roses. There the Yorkists under King Edward IV defeated the

Lancastrians led by Margaret of Anjou and Prince Edward.

Thales (636-546 B.C.)  Greek philosopher, considered the first Western natural

philosopher. One of the Seven Wise Men of Greece, he held that all things were

based on one element --water.

Thanom Kittikachorn (b. l911)  Thai army general and prime minister (1963

-1973). He restored parliamentary democracy under a new constitution in 1968,

but his seizure of power through a military takeover in 1971 led to his ouster

in 1973.

Thant, U (1909-1974)  Burmese diplomat. As secretary-general of the United

Nations (1962-1971) he helped find peaceful solutions to the Cuban missile

crisis in 1962 and the conflicts in the Congo after 1962 and Cyprus in 1964. He

was also influential in resolving the India-Pakistan War of 1965.

Thatcher, Margaret (b. 1925)  Became British prime minister in 1979. A

Conservative, she was elected amid a worsening economic crisis in Britain and

later oversaw the British victory in the Falkland Islands War. She stepped down

as prime minister and Conservative party leader in November 1990, and was

succeeded by John Major.

Themistocles (525-460 B.C.)  Athenian statesman and naval commander.

Themistocles urged the strengthening of the Greek navy and defeated the

Persians at Salamis in 480 B.C.

Theocracy  Form of government in which God is the ultimate authority and laws

evolve as from God, through priests or clergy. Thus, priests act as both

spiritual and secular rulers of the state.

Theodora (500-548 A.D)  Byzantine empress (527-548 A.D.), wife of Emperor

Justinian. She had great influence during Justinian's rule and played a key

role in saving the throne during the Nika riot in 532 A.D.

Theodoric the Great (454-526 A.D.)  Ostrogothic king of Italy (493-526). Acting

in behalf of Byzantine Emperor Zeno, Theodoric led his Gothic army in an

invasion of Italy from 488. By 493 he had captured Ravenna and killed Odoacer,

the German chieftain who had overthrown the last Western Roman emperor in 476.

He subsequently ruled over Italy as king, though he was nominally in the

service of the Byzantines.

Theodosian Code  Compilation of Roman laws from the reign of Constantine to

that of Theodosius II, under whom it was issued in 438 A.D. It was later used

in compiling the Justinian Code.

Theodosius I (Theodosius the Great) (346?-395 A.D.)  Roman emperor of the East

(379-395). He defeated the Goths in the East and convened the Second Council of

Constantinople in 381.

Theodosius II (401-450 A.D.)  Roman emperor of the East (408-450 A.D.). He left

the actual ruling to his sister Pulcheria and his wife Eudocia. He authorized

the Theodosian Code and negotiated with Attila the Hun.

Thermidor  Eleventh month of the French Revolutionary calendar. The coup d'etat

of 9 Thermidor (July 27, 1794) brought down Robespierre and ended the Reign of

Terror. The coup was carried out by a hastily organized coalition of factions

in the National Convention, following a speech by Robespierre on July 26 in

which he denounced certain unnamed enemies. Robespierre and others were

guillotined July 28 and the Thermidorian reaction, as it was called, was swift.

The machinery of the Reign of Terror was dismantled, the radical Jacobins were

suppressed, and the moderates came into control. The Thermidorian period ended

with the establishment of the Directory in 1795.

Thermopylae  Historic Greek pass linking northern and southern Greece. Here a

small force of Spartans under Leonidas made a heroic but unsuccessful stand in

480 B.C. against the vastly superior army of Persian king Xerxes during the

Persian Wars.

Thiers, Louis Adolphe (1797-1877)  French statesman and historian. Thiers

served in several ministerial positions under King Louis Philippe, opposed

Emperor Napoleon III and the Franco-Prussian War, and after the war became

president of the Third French Republic (1871-1873).

Third Coalition, War of the (1805)  Early phase of the Napoleonic Wars fought

by a coalition of England, Austria, Russia, and Sweden against France and

Spain. Napoleon defeated the Austrians in the Battle of Ulm, suffered a naval

defeat by the British in the Battle of Trafalgar, and defeated the Austrians

and Russians in the Battle of Austerlitz, thus crushing the coalition.

Third Reich  Name given the German government (1933-1945) under the rule of

Hitler and the Nazi party. See Hitler, Adolf; National Socialism; Nazi party.

Third Republic  Name given the French government established in 1870 after the

fall of the Second Empire in the Franco-Prussian War. It was succeeded in 1940

by the Vichy government during World War II.

Third World  Term applied to the less developed and often politically

nonaligned countries of Africa, Asia, and Latin America.

Thirty Tyrants  1. Name given the group of 30 Athenians who ruled Athens (404

and 403 B.C.) under Spartan domination after the Peloponne-sian War. They were

overthrown by Thrasybulus. 2. Name given the group of pretenders to the Roman

throne who rose during the reigns of Emperors Valerian and Gallienus. (253-268

A.D.).

Thirty Years' War  Series of interrelated conflicts (1618-1648) that ultimately

led to the end of Hapsburg dominance in Europe, the crippling of the Holy Roman

Empire, and the emergence of France as the leading power in Europe. The war,

which left Germany devastated, began in Bohemia as a reaction to imperial

repression of Protestantism and quickly spread to other Hapsburg domains in the

Holy Roman Empire. Denmark and Sweden, each in turn, joined the conflict

against the Hapsburgs. In the final phase of the conflict, France entered the

war in a successful move to break the power of the Holy Roman Empire. Peace

negotiations (1645-1648) culminated in the Treaty of Westphalia in 1648, which

ended the Thirty Years' War. Its terms were favorable to France and Sweden and

left the house of Hapsburg and the Holy Roman Empire severely crippled. France

became the dominant power in Europe.

Three Emperors' League  Alliance (1873-1877, 1881-1887) of Germany, Austria

-Hungary, and Russia, originated by German chancellor Bismarck, to preserve

peace between Russia and Austria-Hungary and to isolate France. It was

disrupted by the Russo-Turkish War (1877 and 1878) but was secretly renewed in

1881.

Three Kingdoms  Period in Chinese history (220-280 A.D.) during which three

kingdoms ruled China after the fall of the Han dynasty. They were the Wei,

which ruled in the North; the Wu, which ruled in the South; and the Shu Han,

which ruled in the West. Wei conquered Shu Han in 264 A.D. and established the

Chin dynasty. The dynasty then conquered the Wu in 280 A.D. and reunited China.

Thucydides (460-400 B.C.)  Greek historian. wrote The History of the

Peloponnesian War (covering the years 431-411), which is noted for its

accuracy, impartiality, and (then) novel examination of human character in

relation to the events of the war.

Thugs (Phansigars)  Indian religious sect. Devoted to the goddess Kali, the

Thugs dressed as religious mendicants or merchants and killed their victims,

usually travelers, as offerings to her. They were suppressed by the British in

the 1800s.

Thutmose I (Thothmes I) (d. 1512 B.C.)  Egyptian king (1526-1512). He secured

control of the Nile Valley as far as its fourth cataract, on whose rocks he

inscribed records of his victories. He also sent military expeditions deep into

Syria.

Thutmose II (Thothmes II)  Ancient Egyptian king (1512-1504 B.C.). He married

his half-sister Hathsepsut, who quickly overpowered him and ruled in his stead.

Thutmose III (d. 1450 B.C.)  Egyptian king (1504-1450 B.C.). The regency of his

aunt, Queen Hathsepsut, ended in 1482, and he began the conquests that made

Egypt a great power. He added Syria, Kadesh, Mitanni, and part of the Sudan to

his empire. He erected many monuments and temples and brought Egypt great

wealth and prosperity.

Tiananmen Square (Beijing, China)  Public square, it was the scene in 1989 of

bloody student demonstrations for democratic reform. Sparked by the death on

April 15 of a party reformer, Hu Yao-Pang, crowds of up to 100,000 a day defied

orders and occupied the square. On the night of June 3-4, heavily armed

government troops attacked and killed approximately 1,000 people. Thousands

more were arrested and some leaders fled abroad.

Tiberius (42 B.C.-37 A.D.)  Second Roman emperor (14-37 A.D.), successor to his

stepfather Augustus. He ruled ably in the early years of his reign but later,

under the influence of Sejanus, became a tyrant.

Tigris and Euphrates  Rivers rising in Turkey and flowing through southwestern

Asia to join in southern Iraq. The ancient region of Mesopotamia encompassed

this river system, and gave rise to such early civilizations as Sumer, Akkad,

Babylonia, Assyria, and Chaldaea.

Tilak, Bal Gangadhar (1856-1920)  Indian Nationalist leader. He negotiated the

Lucknow Pact in 1916, which unified Hindus and Muslims against British rule in

India.

Timurids  Turkish dynasty (15th century) descended from Tamerlane. Upon

Tamerlane's death, the empire, comprising domains extending from India to

Persia (modern Iran), was divided into Eastern and Western sections and

distributed between his sons. Shah Rokh (ruled 1405-1447), given the Eastern

half of the empire, quickly reunited much of the territory. He sparked a

literary and cultural movement, established a library at his capital Herat, and

encouraged trade. After his death, the empire fell into anarchy and eventually

disintegrated into local dynasties. Baber, one of these rulers, founded the

Mogul Empire in India.

Tito (Josip Broz) (1892-1980)  President of Yugoslavia (1953-1980) and

Communist leader. He became leader of the Communist party in Yugoslavia in

1937. During World War II, he led the partisans in guerrilla fighting and, from

1945, headed the Yugoslav government. He pursued policies independently of the

Soviet Union and was expelled from the Cominform in 1948. Thereafter, he

maintained relations with Western and Communist powers, as well as with

nonaligned countries. His regime was one of the most liberal in the Communist

world.

Togo, Heihachiro, Count (1847-1934)  Japanese admiral. In the Russo-Japanese

War, he defeated the Russians at Port Arthur in 1904 and at the Battle of

Tsushima in 1905 --the first defeat of a European power by Asians.

Tojo, Hideki (1884-1948)  Japanese general and wartime premier (1942-1944).

Tojo helped instigate the attack on Pearl Harbor in 1941 and led Japan's war

effort until 1944.

Tokugawa  Last shogunate of Japan ( ruled 1603-1867). Founded by Ieyasu, who

came to power in 1603 after the death of Hideyoshi, the shogunate ruled by

means of a centralized feudal government. The capital was moved from Kyoto to

Edo (now Tokyo) and the reign of the Tokugawa family was marked by a period of

peace, prosperity, and cultural flowering. Nearly all foreign trade was ended

and Confucianism was promoted. The Tokugawa shoguns were ousted from power

during the Meiji Restoration.

Toltec  Ancient people of Mexico, warriors who dominated central Mexico from

900 A.D. to the rise of the Aztecs (in the 12th and 13th centuries). Toltecs

were skilled in building, metallurgy, and the arts. They are believed to have

worshiped the sun and practiced human sacrifice.

Tordesillas, Treaty of  Treaty of 1494 between Spain and Portugal dividing

between them the newly discovered lands in the Americas and the East. The

treaty generally followed a papal bull issued by Alexander VI, allotting the

Americas to Spain and Africa, and Asia to Portugal. But it fixed the dividing

line farther west, giving Portugal a claim to Brazil.

Tory  Name of a once-powerful English political party. It was originally

applied to Catholic king James II's supporters, who believed in the divine

right and absolutist powers of the king. After the Glorious Revolution of 1688,

the party represented the rural gentry and generally favored a powerful

monarchy, religious uniformity, and noninvolvement in foreign wars. The party

was powerful under Queen Anne (reigned 1702-1714) but was effectively dissolved

as a party under George I, because of its ties with the Jacobites. A new Tory

party formed under the leadership of William Pitt and remained in power from

1783-1830. However, the party's reactionary policies during this period,

coupled with passage of the Reform Bill of 1832, resulted in the breakup of the

party in the 1830s. Tory factions reemerged in the Conservative party.

Totalitarianism  Form of authoritarian government in which the state attempts

to control every aspect of the life of its citizens. The term was first used to

describe the Fascist regime in Italy, the Nazi regime in Germany, and the

Communist regime in the Soviet Union.

Toussaint L'Ouverture, Francois Dominique (1744-1803)  Haitian revolutionary

leader. As the leader of a band of rebels, he sided with the French in 1794 and

drove out the British and Spaniards. He fell afoul of Napoleon in 1801,

however, when he sought greater independence from France.

Trafalgar, battle of  Naval battle in 1805 between Britain and France, fought

during the Napoleonic Wars, off Cape Trafalgar, Spain. It established British

naval superiority for the rest of the century and ended Napoleon's plans to

invade England. Twenty-seven British ships under Admiral Nelson defeated a

fleet of 33 French and Spanish ships commanded by Villeneuve. The French lost

20 ships, the British none. But Nelson was killed by a French sniper.

Trajan (53-117 A.D.)  Roman emperor (98-117 A.D.), successor to Nerva. Born in

Spain, he was the first non-Italian emperor. He conquered Dacia and much of

Parthia in the East. He encouraged building and constructed Trajan's Forum in

Rome and Trajan's bridge (the first bridge across the Danube).

Trent, Council of  Important council of the Roman Catholic church, held three

sessions (1545-1547, 1551 and 1552, 1562 and 1563) under two popes, Paul III

and Pius IV. It met in response to the Protestant Reformation, and all

doctrinal disputes raised by Protestants were answered. The council's far

-reaching results included reforms and definitions concerning the sacraments,

the Scriptures, church dogma, duties of the clergy, and other subjects. The

council marked the beginning of the Catholic Reformation.

Tribune  Ancient Roman government official. Originally military officers,

tribunes by the 5th century B.C. had assumed governmental functions, notably as

protectors of the rights of the plebians. Tribunes were elected by the plebs,

usually 10 in number, and gradually gained control (by their veto power) over

the Roman Senate. They had relatively little power during the Roman Empire.

Trident Conference (Anglo-American Conference)  Secret wartime conference of

World War II in Washington, D.C. in 1943. President Roosevelt, Prime Minister

Churchill, and their combined chiefs of staff planned the opening of a second

front in Europe (Normandy invasion).

Triple Alliance  1. Alliance formed in 1668 by England, The Netherlands, and

Sweden to oppose French aggression during the reign of French king Louis XIV.

The alliance was short-lived, as Louis soon secured an agreement (Treaty of

Dover) with England. 2. Alliance formed in 1717 by France, Great Britain, and

The Netherlands, primarily to oppose Spain and secure the provisions of the

Peace of Utrecht. In 1718 the alliance was joined by Austria, and thus became

the Quadruple Alliance. 3. Alliance formed in the late 19th and early 20th

centuries by Germany, Austria-Hungary, and Italy. It was opposed by the Triple

Entente consisting of France, Russia, and Great Britain. The two power blocs -

-Triple Alliance and Triple Entente --continued to dominate European politics

up to the eve of World War I.

Triumvirate  In ancient Rome, a board of three government officials appointed

to carry out a specified task. The term was applied to the alliance between

Caesar, Pompey, and Crassus (formed 60 B.C.). This was the First Triumvirate.

The Second Triumvirate consisted of Octavian (later Augustus), Antony, and

Lepidus, and resulted in reforms that gave the triumvirs dictatorial powers. It

was organized in 43 B.C.

Trojan War  Legendary war between the Greeks, led by Agamemnon, and the city of

Troy, defended by Hector and others. It is believed to have had its roots in a

real conflict that took place in 1200 B.C. The mythical battle began when

Trojan prince Paris kidnapped Helen, wife of King Menelaus of Sparta. For 10

years the Trojans and the invading Greeks fought many heroic but inconclusive

battles. Finally, the Greeks built a large wooden horse, ostensibly a gift for

the Trojans. A number of Greek warriors hid inside it and the Greeks embarked

their ships, pretending to sail home. The Trojans wheeled the horse inside the

city and that night the warriors opened the gates of Troy for their fellow

Greeks, who then conquered the city. The war inspired many poems and stories,

most notably Homer's Iliad and Odyssey.

Trotsky, Leon (pseud. of Bronstein, Lev Davidovich) (1879-1940)  Russian

Communist leader. He was a chief theorist, a leader in both the 1905 and 1917

revolutions, and Lenin's commissar for foreign affairs. In the latter capacity

he arranged the Treaty of Brest-Litovsk with Germany. He next became war

commissar, rebuilding the Russian army. Trotsky and his archrival, Stalin

struggled for power after Lenin's death in 1924. Stalin eventually stripped

Trotsky of his influence and expelled him from Russia in 1929. Trotsky spent

the rest of his life in exile, writing and preaching revolution.

Troubadours  Medieval lyric poets who composed in the dialect of Provence,

langue  d'oc, in southern France. They flourished between the 11th and the 13th

centuries and greatly influenced subsequent European literature.

Troyes, Treaty of  Treaty in 1420 between England and France. An attempt to

settle the Hundred Years' War (1337-1453). English king Henry V was to marry

the daughter of Charles VI and thereby become successor to the French throne.

But the disinherited French dauphin (later Charles VII) resisted the settlement

with the aid of Joan of Arc.

Truce of God  Decree issued by the church in the Middle Ages that forbade

fighting on weekends and holy days. Gradually more days were added until there

were only 80 days a year when fighting was legal. These restrictions could not

be strictly enforced.

Trudeau, Pierre Elliott (b. 1919)  French Canadian Liberal party leader and

prime minister (1968-1979, 1980-1984). He was noted for his championship of

liberal domestic programs and for a more independent foreign policy. His

administration was marked by the rise of French separatism and ongoing attempts

at constitutional reform. He was defeated in 1984 by Brian Mulroney.

Trujillo, Molina, Rafael Leonidas (1891-1961)  General and dictator of the

Dominican Republic (1930-1961). His rule was marked by ruthless suppression of

opposition, which ultimately led to his assassination.

Trusteeship  Method of governing territories. It was established in 1946 by the

U.N. to replace the former League of Nations mandates. By the mid-1970s, nearly

all the U.N. trusteeship territories had become independent nations and U.N.

members.

Tseng Kuo-fan (1811-1872)  Chinese general and government administrator under

the Ch'ing dynasty. Tseng was successful in suppressing the Taiping Rebellion

and conciliating the Western powers. He gave the declining Chinese imperial

government a new lease on life.

Tshombe, Moise Kapenda (1919-1969)  Congolese leader. Tshombe led Katanga in

secession (1960-1963) from the newly independent Congo Republic, was said to be

implicated in the murder of Lumumba, and was finally exiled in 1963. He

returned to become premier (1964 and 1965) of a reunited Congo Republic, but

soon after was accused of treason and fled.

Tudor  Dynasty of English rulers (reigned 1485-1603). The family was of Welsh

origins. Its rise to power began with Owen Tudor (d. 1461), who fought in the

service of Henry V, wed Henry's widow (Catherine of Valois), and supported his

Lancastrian stepson Henry VI in the Wars of the Roses. Owen Tudor's grandson

(Henry Tudor) became Henry VII after the Lancastrian victory at Bosworth Field

in 1485 and thus founded the Tudor dynasty. The subsequent Tudor reign saw the

rise of England as a naval power, creation of the Church of England, and

increased powers of the monarchy.

Tull, Jethro (1674-1741)  English agriculturist and inventor. He influenced

English agriculture through his invention of a seed drill that planted seeds in

a straight row.

Tupac, Amaru (1742?-1781)  Peruvian Indian revolutionary. Taking the name of an

ancestral Inca leader, he led Peruvian Indians in a revolt (1780 and 1781) to

improve their lot. He was captured and executed.

Tupper, Sir Charles (1821-1915)  Canadian statesman. As premier of Nova Scotia

(1864-1867), he helped bring that province into the Dominion. He was

instrumental in building the Canadian Pacific Railway and was briefly the

federal prime minister in 1896.

Turgot, Anne Robert Jacques (1727-1781)  French economist and statesman. A

Physiocrat he was controller of finance (1774-1776) and attempted by drastic

reforms to restore the royal treasury. He was opposed by Queen Marie

Antoinette, however, and his ouster continued the financial crisis that

contributed to the outbreak of the French Revolution.

Tutankhamen (Tutenkhamon) (d. 1352 B.C.)  Egyptian pharaoh (1361-1352). He

restored the traditional god Amon to prominence after the religious revolution

of Ikhnaton. His world-famous tomb was discovered in 1922.

Tutu, Archbishop Desmond (b. 1931)  Angelican cleric, archbishop of Capetown,

head of South African Angelican Church. A world-renowned opposition leader to

apartheid, he won the Nobel Prize for Peace in 1984. See also Apartheid.

Twelve Tribes of Israel  In the Bible, the Hebrew tribes that settled in the

Promised Land after the Exodus. The tribes were named after Jacob's offspring.

Two Sicilies, Kingdom of the  Name of the kingdoms of Sicily and Naples, which

included all of southern Italy below the Papal States and which were variously

ruled separately and jointly from the 11th-19th centuries. The Kingdom of the

Two Sicilies was founded by the Normans, who conquered Sicily and the southern

Italian Peninsula (kingdom of Naples) from the Byzantines, Muslims, and

Lombards. The territory passed to the Hohenstaufen Holy Roman emperors in the

12th century. Under them, southern Italy became a prosperous commercial center

from which Greek and Arab culture spread to Europe. The French nobleman Charles

of Anjou conquered Sicily and the kingdom of Naples in 1266 after the

Hohenstaufen line died out, but he was driven out of Sicily in 1282 after the

Revolt of the Sicilian Vespers. The Spanish House of Aragon then took control

of Sicily in 1302, while the kingdom of Naples remained in the hands of the

French Angevin line. A long series of wars between Sicily and Naples ensued,

with the Spanish Aragonese finally winning both kingdoms in 1442. Spanish rule

was broken by the War of Spanish Succession (1701-1714) and the brief rule of

the Austrian Hapsburgs. By 1735, however, the Spanish Bourbons were again in

firm control of both Sicily and Naples. Napoleon gained Italy at the end of the

18th century. Spanish rule was restored in 1815, and from 1816 the kingdoms of

Sicily and Naples were ruled jointly as the Kingdom of the Two Sicilies. The

Kingdom of the Two Sicilies was finally conquered in 1860 by Garibaldi, and was

joined with northern states to form the kingdom of Italy in 1861.

Tyler, Wat (d. 1381)  English rebel leader. He led the Peasants' Revolt in

1381.

Tyrant  In Greek history, a ruler who usurped or acquired power by illegal

means. The term was originally not connected with oppressive rule. Tyrants

especially appeared during the 7th-5th centuries B.C. and often favored the

populace against the aristocrats. Instances of their misrule after the 5th

century gradually gave the term its modern meaning.

Tz'u Hsi (Tzu Hsi) (1834-1908)  Dowager empress of China (1861-1908) and regent

for most of that period. She came to power by bearing the emperor's only son,

T'ung Chih. As regent for him and his successors, she steadfastly resisted

reforms and played a role in the Boxer Rebellion.

Ulbricht, Walter (1893-1973)  East German Communist leader. A founder of the

German Communist party, he became deputy premier of the German Democratic

Republic in 1949 and was secretary general of the Social Unity party (1950

-1971). He ordered the building of the Berlin Wall in 1961.

Umar (Omar) (581-644)  Second Muslim caliph (634-644). A father-in-law of the

prophet Muhammad, he chose Abu Bakr as the first caliph to succeed to the

authority of the prophet in 632, and succeeded him in 634. During his

caliphate, Arab armies advanced into Syria, Egypt, and Persia. He established

the administration and taxation of the subsequent empire.

Umayyad (Omayyad)  Muslim dynasty that ruled (661-750) the empire of the

caliphate. The Umayyads held power after the first four orthodox caliphs, so

-called because the legitimacy of their reigns is unquestioned. The Umayyads,

however, took power after Muawiya, founder of the dynasty, deposed Caliph Hasan

in 651. The accession of the Umayyads thus gave rise to the split between the

majority Sunni Muslim sect (which accepts the Umayyad legitimacy) and the

Shi'ite sect (which denies it). The Umayyads established their capital at

Damascus, continued the expansion of the empire of the caliphate (Spain was

conquered), established effective systems of communication, and instituted

administrative reforms. Internal unrest mounted toward the end of their reign

and a successful revolt in 750 brought the Abbasid dynasty to power. Following

the revolt, members of the Umayyad family were massacred. Only one is known to

have escaped (Abd ar-Rahman I) and he established the Umayyad dynasty in Spain

(in power 755-1031).

United Arab Republic  Name designating the political union between Egypt and

Syria (1958-1961). Yemen also joined the union in 1958. Intended to be the

nucleus of the United Arab States, it broke up after a coup d'etat in Syria and

Syria's subsequent withdrawal in 1961.

United Front  Union formed twice between the Chinese Communist party and the

Kuomintang (1924-1926, 1936-1945). The second alliance was established to

achieve a common front against the Japanese invaders.

United Nations (U.N.)  International body formed during World War II by the

nations allied against the Axis. The term was first used by President

Roosevelt, and the concept of a permanent body to deal with international

problems posing a threat to world peace gained momentum with the Moscow

Declaration in 1943, the Dumbarton Oaks Conference in 1944, and the Yalta

Conference in 1945. A meeting of the Allied nations at the San Francisco

Conference led to signing on June 26 and ratification on October 24 of the

United Nations Charter. The charter provided for several structures within the

organization, the leading ones being the Secretariat, the Security Council, and

the General Assembly. All members of the U.N. are represented in the General

Assembly, which makes decisions on political, budgetary, trusteeship, and

administrative questions. The Security Council includes 15 members, 5 of which

the United States, the People's Republic of China, Great Britain, France, and

the former U.S.S.R. --are permanent members. The remaining 10 are elected to

the council by the General Assembly. The Security Council deals with matters of

international security, and in important decisions the affirmative votes of the

permanent members are necessary. Hence, U.N. action frequently has been halted

during crises with an effective veto by a member within the Security Council.

The Secretariat deals largely with administrative matters involving the U.N.

From the 1950s, the membership of the U.N. has grown susbstanially to more than

150 members.

Upanishads  Philosophical commentaries forming the last section of the Hindu

Vedas. The Upanishads are the basis for the Vedanta system of philosophy.

Upper Canada  Name applied (1791-1841) to the Canadian region comprising

present-day Ontario. Settled primarily by the British, it was joined with Lower

Canada by the Act of Union in 1841 and became known as Canada West. With the

confederation of Canada in 1867, it became the province of Ontario.

Urban II (Eudes of Lagery) (Odo of Lagery) (1042-1499)  Pope (1088-1099). He

continued Gregory VII's reform movement, strengthened the papacy, and, through

his preachings, helped to inspire the First Crusade.

Urban Vl (Prignano, Bartolomeo) (1318?-1389)  Pope (1378-1389). His election

and subsequent actions alienated the French cardinals. They denied his election

and elected Clement VII, thus beginning the Great Schism.

Urdu  Indo-Iranian language. The official language of Pakistan. Urdu is spoken

by more than 25 million people and has a classical literature dating from the

14th century.

Uthman (Othman) (d. 656)  Third Muslim caliph (644-656), successor to Omar, and

son-in-law of Muhammad. He continued Muslim conquest and expanded the power of

the caliphate. His establishment of an official version of the Koran led to his

assassination and a resulting struggle for leadership.

Utilitarianism  School of moral philosophy in the 1800s whose main adherents

were James Mill, John Stuart Mill, and Jeremy Bentham. Bentham's theory was

based on the principle that the greatest happiness of the greatest number is

the criterion of the highest good. The utilitarians were a strong force for

reform in the first half of the 19th century and their doctrines helped to

shape the Liberal party in Britain.

Utrecht, Peace of  Two series of treaties (1713-1715) (one between France and

other European countries and the other between Spain and other European

countries), that ended the War of Spanish Succession. In the first series

France concluded treaties in 1713 with England, The Netherlands, Savoy,

Prussia, and Portugal. By these treaties France acknowledged the accession of

Queen Anne to the English throne and ceded to England the Hudson Bay territory,

Newfoundland, Nova Scotia, and St. Kitts. The treaties also included French

cession of the Spanish Netherlands to Austria by treaty with The Netherlands.

France recognized the king of Prussia, and signed peace with Portugal. In the

second series of treaties (July 1713-February 1715), Spain signed treaties with

England, Savoy, The Netherlands, and Portugal. Spain ceded Gibraltar and

Minorca to England and granted England the right to sell slaves in Spanish

America. It ceded Sardinia to Savoy and received acknowledgment of Philip V's

succession (the cause of the war), signed a peace with the Dutch, and in 1715

made peace with Portugal.

Utrecht, Union of  Union of provinces in the Low Countries that became

independent of Spanish rule in 1579 and that later became the modern state of

The Netherlands.

Valens (328-378 A.D.)  Roman emperor of the East (364-378 A.D.). Valens

defeated the Visigoths, then allowed them to settle in the empire. They

rebelled and destroyed the Roman army at the Battle of Adrianople. There Valens

was killed and the Eastern empire was rendered defenseless.

Valois  French royal house, a branch of the Capetians, who ruled France (1328

-1589), beginning with Philip VI. The first half of their reign was marked by

the Hundred Years' War and by challenges from the nobility. However, the Valois

rulers ably met both threats, consolidated their power, and established their

sole right of taxation. The direct line ended with the death of Charles VIII in

1498. It continued with the houses of Valois Orleans and Valois Angoul�me until

the advent of Henry IV and the Bourbons in 1589.

Vandals  Germanic tribe. Fleeing the Huns in the early 5th century A.D., they

embarked upon their own campaign of conquest, sweeping through Gaul and into

Spain. Led by Gaiseric, they crossed into North Africa in 420 and eventually

captured Carthage in 439 A.D. Rome recognized Gaiseric's rule 3 years later and

the Vandals began their pirate attacks upon Mediterranean shipping. From there

they raided Sicily and southern Italy, and sacked Rome in 455 A.D. Aryan

Christians, they vigorously persecuted other Christian sects. The power of the

Vandals declined after Gaiseric's death in the late 5th century and was finally

broken by Byzantine General Belisarius in 533 A.D.

Vassal  In feudal society, the holder of a fief, or landed estate granted by an

overlord in return for feudal services.

Vatican Councils  1. The First Vatican Council (1869 and 1870), or 20th

ecumenical council of the Catholic church, was convened in 1869 at the Vatican

by Pope Pius IX. It was interrupted by the capture of Rome in 1870 by Italian

troops. The council upheld the pope as supreme leader of the Catholic church

and promulgated the dogma of papal infallibility when speaking ex cathedra on

matters of faith or morals. 2. The Second Vatican Council (1962-1965), or 21st

ecumenical council of the Catholic church, was convened in 1962 at the Vatican

by Pope John XXIII and continued by Pope Paul VI. The council issued 16

documents through which it sought to promote a spiritual renewal within the

Catholic church. It invited representatives from both Protestant and Eastern

Orthodox churches to observe the proceedings. Its principal accomplishments

included modification of the liturgy of the Mass, support for the spirit of

ecumenism and condemnation of anti-Semitism. Its wide-ranging reforms have had

a major impact on the church.

Vaucreuil-Cavagnal, Pierre Francois de Rigaud, marquis de (1698-1765)  Last

French governor of New France (1755-1760). After the defeat of General

Montcalm, he surrendered New France to Britain in 1760.

Veda  Sacred Indian texts. Among the oldest examples of ancient Indian

literature, the Veda include texts of hymns, poetry, and prose that state the

essential beliefs, laws, mythology, prayers, and rituals of Hinduism. They

originated with the Aryans, who entered India in 1500 B.C. The Veda are divided

into four primary groupings: the Samhitas, containing hymns and liturgies; the

Brahmanas, prose explanations of sacrificial ceremonies; Aranyakas,

instructions for meditations; and the Upanishads, mystical writings.

Vendee, Wars of the  French royalist insurrections. From 1793-1832, the French

region of the Vendee frequently attempted counterrevolutions to defeat the

French Republic and restore the monarchy. The peasants of the Vendee first

rebelled against conscriptions by the French government in March 1793. They

were joined by displaced nobles, who spread the revolt throughout the summer

and fall but were defeated in December 1793. The harsh treatment of defeated

counterrevolutionaries by the republicans led to a second Vendee insurrection

in 1794. Smaller royalist revolts in the Vendee took place in 1799, 1815, and

1832.

Venezuela Boundary Dispute  Prolonged territorial dispute between Great Britain

and Venezuela over the boundary between Venezuela and British Guiana. The

disagreement continued through much of the 19th century but took on added

meaning when gold was discovered in the disputed area. In 1887, the nations

broke off diplomatic ties. In 1895, American Secretary of State Olney invoked

the Monroe Doctrine and demanded arbitration. Britain at first refused but

eventually yielded to avoid conflict with the United States. In 1899, an

arbitration panel awarded most of the disputed territory to Britain.

Venezuela claims  Financial claims pressed upon Venezuela in the early 20th

century. During the rule of Venezuelan President Castro, Venezuela fell into a

complicated financial tangle. In 1902, France, Great Britain, Germany, and

Italy demanded swift repayment of outstanding loans to Venezuela, pressing

their claims by sending gunboats to blockade Venezuelan ports. After they

bombarded several port cities, the United States intervened as unofficial

arbitrator. The matter was referred to the Hague Tribunal in 1904, which ruled

that Venezuela must repay the belligerent countries before settling its debts

with neutral nations. Venezuela fulfilled its obligations in 1907.

Verdun, Treaty of  Treaty in 843 by which the Carolingian Empire was divided

among the three sons and heirs of Emperor Louis I (the Pious). After the death

of Louis I in 840, the empire was rent by warfare among his sons Louis the

German, Charles II (the Bald), and Lothair I. By the treaty, Lothair retained

the title of emperor and received much of Italy, Alsace-Lorraine, Burgundy, and

the Low Countries. This narrow, middle part of the empire, was called

Lotharingia (or Francia Media). Louis the German received territory east of the

Rhine, which formed the basis for modern Germany. Charles II received the

western territory of the empire, which evolved into modern France.

Vergennes, Charles Gravier, comte de (1717-1787)  French statesman. Appointed

foreign minister in 1774 by King Louis XVI, he formed the alliance between

France and the American colonists during the American Revolution. He negotiated

the Treaty of Paris in 1783.

Vergil (Virgil) (70-19 B.C.)  Greatest of Latin poets. His major work was the

Aeneid.

Versailles, Treaty of  Treaty on June 28, 1919 ending World War I. Its

provisions, the result of the Paris Peace Conference, were primarily drawn up

by American President Wilson, British Prime Minister Lloyd George, French

Premier Clemenceau, and Italian Prime Minister Orlando. Germany was not

consulted. The treaty also made provision for establishment of the League of

Nations. Germany's colonies became mandates of the League of Nations, and

Alsace Lorraine was returned to France. In addition, Germany was forced to

accept responsibility for the war, agreed to huge reparation payments and

surrender of equipment, limited its army to 100,000 troops, relinquished vast

land holdings to Poland (including the Polish Corridor), and agreed to

demilitarization of the Rhineland. The United States did not ratify the treaty,

but its provisions were implemented and helped to cause the early rise of

Hitler and Nazism. Hitler subsequently broke the treaty's provisions.

Vespucci, Amerigo (1454-1512)  Italian navigator. He explored the east coast of

South America, which he considered to be a new continent. The name "America" is

derived from his name.

Vestal  Ancient Roman priestess who tended the perpetual fires in the Temple of

Vesta, goddess of the hearth. The vestal virgins were chosen from prominent

Roman families and were bound by a vow of chastity. They enjoyed great

privileges and influence in Roman life.

Viceroy  Governor of a province, territory, or country by authority of a king

or sovereign. Rulers of Spanish territories in the Americas were viceroys, and

British viceroys governed Ireland and British India.

Vichy  French government headed by Marshal Petain, established during World War

II after the French-German armistice in June 1940. It controlled that part of

France not occupied by Germany, and its policies were generally favorable to

Germany. It continued to exist until 1944.

Victor Emmanuel II (1820-1878)  King of Sardinia (1849-1861) and first king of

a united Italy (1861-1878). As king of Sardinia he appointed Count Cavour as

prime minister and encouraged the efforts of Garibaldi.

Victor Emmanuel III (1869-1947)  Italian king (1900-1946). He brought Italy

into World War I on the side of the Allies. He refused to oppose the rise of

fascism and supported the government of Mussolini.

Victoria (1819-1901)  Queen of Great Britain and Ireland (1837-1901) and

empress of India (1876-1901). She succeeded her uncle William IV to the English

throne, but she was prevented by the Salic law from succeeding to the

Hanoverian throne, thus separating the two crowns. Her prime ministers included

Melbourne, Peel, Palmerston, Disraeli, and Gladstone. During her reign, the

British Empire reached its peak. Britain established its rule in India,

struggled with the question of Home Rule in Ireland, remained neutral during

the American Civil War, and fought the Crimean War. Victoria's strict personal

moral values greatly enhanced the prestige of the monarchy and gained her

enormous popularity. She put her stamp on an entire era of English history,

which came to be known as the Victorian Age.

Viet Cong (Viet-Nam Cong-San)  Communist guerrilla forces that fought in South

Vietnam (1954-1975) to overthrow the government of South Vietnam and reunify

Vietnam under Communist rule. The Viet Cong, aided by troops and material from

the north, successfully fought a long and bloody guerrilla campaign against the

army of the Republic of South Vietnam and later against the American armed

forces sent to aid the South Vietnamese. They formed the National Liberation

Front in 1968, which in turn joined with other groups to form the Provisional

Revolu-tionary Government (PRG). The PRG took part in the cease-fire

negotiations in Paris in 1973 but, after American withdrawal from Vietnam, the

Viet Cong and North Vietnamese regular forces completed the conquest of South

Vietnam in 1975.

Viet Minh  Popular name for Viet Nam Doc Lap Dong Minh, a coalition of

Communist and Nationalist groups that fought for Vietnamese independence from

French rule. It was formed and led by Ho Chi Minh.

Vietnamization  American policy during the Vietnam War. Implemented by the

Nixon administration (early 1970s), it called for a gradual increase in South

Vietnamese participation in the war. American military involvement was to be

reduced at the same time, until the South Vietnamese took over all fighting.

Vietnam War  War fought (1960-1975) by Communist and non-Communist forces for

control of South Vietnam. It ended in a Communist victory (and in the

reunification of North and South Vietnam), despite heavy involvement by

American forces (1965-1973). The Vietnam War was an outgrowth of the earlier

Indochina War.

Vikings  Norse raiders and adventurers who sailed from their homelands in

Scandinavia to attack and pillage European coastal settlements between the 9th

and 11th centuries.

Villa, Francisco (Pancho Villa) (Arango, Doroteo) (1877?-1923)  Mexican bandit

and revolutionary, a leading figure in the revolts against Diaz (1910 and 1911)

and Huerta (1913 and 1914). Villa's raid on Columbus, New Mexico in 1916 led to

the American punitive expedition into Mexico by General Pershing.

Vishnu  One of the three principal gods of Hinduism. He is revered as the

preserver of the world and restorer of the moral order.

Visigoths (West Goths)  Germanic tribe, the western branch of the Goths. The

Visigoths left the Black Sea region in the 3rd century A.D. and harassed the

Roman Empire's border region of Dacia. The Visigoths were allowed to settle in

the empire to escape the Huns, but soon rebelled against its excessive

taxation. They crushed Emperor Valens at Adrianople in 37 A.D. and, under

Alaric I, sacked Rome in 410 A.D. They were allowed to rule large areas of Gaul

and Spain, and in 475 A.D., their leader Euric declared independence. His son

Alaric II was defeated and killed by Clovis in 507. The Visigoths then settled

around Toledo, and finally capitulated to the invading Muslims in 711.

Vizier  In the Ottoman Empire, the most important minister under the sultan.

The term was first adopted in the 14th century and was applied to provincial,

administrative, and military figures.

Vladimir I (Saint Vladimir) (956-1015)  Grand duke of Kiev (980-1015) and first

Christian ruler of Russia. He consolidated Kiev and Novgorod into a single

realm and ordered the conversion of his people to Greek Orthodox Christianity.

Voltaire, Francois Marie Arouet de (1694-1778)  French author and historian,

one of the foremost figures of the Enlightenment. He was known as a poet,

playwright, and wit. Imprudent talk and witty lampoons against authority first

brought him a stay in the Bastille and then exile in England, prompting his

Letters Concerning the English, which popularized the ideas of Newton and

Locke. An outstanding historian, he is best known today for such books as

Candide and his Philosophical Dictionary, a forceful work supporting the ideas

of the Enlightenment.

Vo Nguyen Giap (b. 1912)  Vietnamese general and government minister. A

Communist, he became commander of the Viet Minh in 1946 and defeated the French

at Dien Bien Phu in 1954. He played a strategic role in the Tet Offensive of

1968 during the Vietnam War.

Wafd  Egyptian nationalist political party founded in 1918. "Wafd" means

"delegation," and the name was applied to the party because its founders

demanded an Egyptian "delegation" (to work for Egyptian independence) in the

post-World War I peace process. Although several times declared illegal, the

party was Egypt's major organized political force from 1923, and it clashed

frequently with King Faud and his successor, Farouk. Opposed to Germany, it

came to power with British support during World War II and returned to power

again in 1950, this time agitating for further revisions of Anglo-Egyptian

treaties. The Egyptian revolution in 1952 and dissolution of the political

parties brought an end to the Wafd.

Wahabi  Muslim reform movement founded by Muhammad ibn Abd al-wabia in the 18th

century. It became the religion of the Saudi rulers and is thus an influential

sect in modern Saudi Arabia. It is a puritanical movement that advocates living

by the Koran and rejects the excesses of luxury and elaborate worship.

Waldenses (Waldensians)  Religious group centered in Piedmont (Italy) and

Dauphine (France) from the 12th century. The Waldenses sought a life of poverty

and gospel simplicity. They eventually drifted into what became heresy to the

Roman Catholic church, denying purgatory, the papacy, prayers for the dead, and

some of the sacraments. They emphasized a simple biblicism and criticized the

ecclesiastical abuses of the day. Often persecuted, they nevertheless continued

to survive. Most Waldensians accepted the Reformation and became, in effect,

another Swiss Protestant church in 1532.

Waldheim, Kurt (b. 1918)  Fourth secretary-general of the U.N. (1972-1982),

replacing U Thant of Burma. A career diplomat, he was Austria's U.N.

representative (1965-1968), foreign minister (1968-1970), and was elected

president of Austria in 1986. He was succeeded by Thomas Klestli in June 1992.

Walesa, Lech (b. 1943)  Polish labor leader, he founded Solidarity, an

industrial trade union, and led widespread strikes that gained concessions in

1980. The union was outlawed in 1981 but reinstated in 1988. He won the Nobel

Prize for Peace in 1983, and was elected president in 1990.

Walpole, Robert 1st earl of Orford (1676-1745)  British statesman and Whig

leader, generally regarded as the first British prime minister. Walpole

supported the succession of Hanoverian King George I in 1714, which restored

the Whigs to power, and thereafter began his ascendancy. In 1721, he was

appointed first lord of the treasury and chancellor of the exchequer.

Thereafter he remained in power until 1742, and by his astute handling of

Parliament and skillful distribution of royal patronage helped lay the

foundations for the office of prime minister. His purge of opposition elements

in his ministry in 1733 established his firm control over the Cabinet. Walpole

is especially noted for his accomplishments in the area of finance. He also

endeavored to promote trade and reduce tariffs, and sought to keep Britain out

of war. Unable to escape involvement in the War of Austrian Succession, Walpole

was ousted from power in 1742 after military reverses.

Wang An-shih (1021-1086)  Chinese poet, Confucian scholar, and government

administrator. As chief minister for Emperor Shen Tsung, he carried out

financial reforms, established an agricultural loan program, levied an income

tax, and organized a militia.

Wang Ching-wei (1885-1944)  Chinese political leader. He was a supporter of Sun

Yat-sen and after Sun's death in 1925 challenged Chiang Kai-shek for control of

the Kuomintang. He served as premier of Japanese-controlled China (1938-1944).

Wang Mang (45 B.C.-23 A.D.)  Chinese Han dynasty official who seized the throne

and ruled as emperor (9-23 A.D.). His many radical governmental and land

reforms were opposed by the aristocracy, which rebelled and restored the Han

dynasty.

Warlord  Regional military commanders in China who, between 1916 and 1949,

often functioned as independent rulers in the areas they controlled. Chinese

President Yuan Shi-k'ai had relied on military force to rule and, after his

death in 1916, many of his former generals took control of their military

territories, especially in the north. In the south, Chiang Kai-shek

consolidated Nationalist rule and by his Northern Expedition, regained control

over warlords. Many warlords retained local control, however, and were not

finally eliminated until the Communist victory in 1949.

Warring States  Period (481-221 B.C.) in Chinese history. This period brought

an end to the long reign of the Chou dynasty (ruled 1122-221 B.C.) and was

marked by the rise of a number of petty kingdoms. Corruption was widespread and

wars between the states were frequent. Despite the chaotic nature of this

period, some of the great thinkers in Chinese history flourished then (notably

Mencius) and helped establish doctrines that would later dominate Chinese

culture.

Warsaw Treaty Organization (Warsaw Pact)  Defensive alliance between the

U.S.S.R. and its Eastern European satellites, created by a treaty signed in

Warsaw in 1955 to counterbalance NATO. The Warsaw Pact countries consisted of

Albania (until 1968), Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia, East Germany, Hungary, Poland,

Romania, and the U.S.S.R. With the collapse of Communism , and the East

European Revolution the Warsaw Pact ended in 1992.

Warsaw Uprising  Rebellion in which the Polish underground army briefly

recaptured and held Warsaw against the Germans (August-October 1944). The Poles

were defeated by German reinforcements while the Soviet Army remained idle just

across the Vistula. Thus, any potential Polish military opposition to postwar

Soviet domination of Poland was eliminated.

Washington, Treaty of  Agreement on May 8, 1871 between Britain and the United

States that settled the Alabama claims and regulated navigation in the St.

Lawrence and the Great Lakes. It was the first treaty in which Canada was

recognized as a distinct entity.

Waterloo, battle of  Final battle of the Napoleonic Wars, fought on June 18,

1815 at this Belgian village south of Brussels, and famous as Napoleon's

military demise. The battle turned into a rout and Napoleon was compelled to

retreat with heavy losses (25,000 French casualties plus those taken prisoner;

23,000 allied casualties). Napoleon abdicated for his second and last time on

June 22.

Watt, James (1736-1819)  Scottish inventor. He devised numerous improvements in

and additions to the steam engine of Thomas Newcomen. Watt's improved engine

was a milestone in the Industrial Revolution.

Weimar Republic  German republic (1919-1933) created after Germany's defeat in

World War I. The new government was created on July 31, 1919 amid social unrest

(notably uprising by Communists) and severe economic problems. Subsequent years

were characterized by chronic parliamentary instability, a period of inflation,

and mass unemployment, all of which eventually led to Hitler's rise to power in

1933.

Weizmann, Chaim (1874-1952)  Russian-born scientist, Zionist leader, and

Israeli statesman. A leader in the Zionist movement, Weizmann helped to

negotiate the Balfour Declaration and was the first president of Israel (1948

-1952).

Wellington, Arthur Wellesley, 1st duke of (1769-1852)  British soldier and

statesman. He commanded British, Portuguese, and Spanish forces in the

Peninsular War, defeated Napoleon in the Battle of Waterloo, and served as

prime minister of Great Britain (1828-1830).

Wessex  Saxon kingdom, once located in southern England, and a part of the

Anglo-Saxon Heptarchy. Founded by Saxon invaders in the late 5th century A.D.,

it rivaled the other Anglo-Saxon kingdoms for control of territories until the

9th century Danish invasion. Under the leadership of Aethelred I and Alfred the

Great, Wessex alone withstood the Danish armies. Then, by reconquering Danish

holdings by 927, the kings of Wessex made themselves masters of all England.

Westminster Conference  Meeting held in London (1866 and 1867) to plan the

union of Canadian provinces. Resolutions of the conference were incorporated

into the British North America Act of 1867.

Westminster, Statute of  English laws, the first three of which were enacted

under Edward I. 1. Westminster I in 1275 put long-unwritten laws into legal,

written forms, most notably equal legal protection for the poor. 2. Westminster

II in 1285 concerned land tenure and entailments. 3. Westminster III in 1290

ended the subinfeudation of land by making a new owner responsible to the prime

overlord, not the subholder. 4. Statute, passed by Parliament in 1931,

recognizing the autonomy of member nations with the United Kingdom. It created

the British Commonwealth of Nations.

Westphalia, Peace of  Treaty on October 24, 1648 ending the Thirty Years' War.

The treaty marked the end of the period of religious wars in Europe that arose

from the Protestant Reformation. The major participants in the treaty were

Sweden and France on the one side and the Holy Roman Empire and Spain on the

other. The treaty seriously weakened the Holy Roman Empire by recognizing the

sovereignty of the individual German states within its domains. This was an

important victory for France, which had sought to break the power of the

Hapsburg Holy Roman emperors. The treaty also recognized the independence of

The Netherlands and the Swiss Confederation. Among the various territorial

adjustments stipulated in the treaty were those awarding Alsace to France and

West Pomerania to Sweden. Other provisions of the treaty related to religious

settlements. In general, a policy of toleration was instituted in the German

states and Calvinism was recognized.

Weyler y Nicolau, Valeriano (1838-1930)  Spanish general. He was captain

-general of Spanish forces in Cuba (1896 and 1897), and his harsh treatment of

Cuban rebels caused a wave of protest from America just before the Spanish

-American War.

Whig  Name used to denote what was variously a political party and a faction in

England (in the 17th-early 19th centuries). The Whig faction emerged in 1679 as

a group opposing the succession of the Catholic Stuart king James II. James was

finally deposed by Whigs and his former Tory supporters in the Glorious

Revolution of 1688. Thereafter Whigs became identified with the interests of

the landowning aristocracy and the wealthy middle class. Whig leaders, notably

Sir Robert Walpole, dominated the government during the reigns of George I and

George II (1714-1760). During the period from 1760-1784, Whig and Tory factions

ceased to be identifiable as distinct groups and appointments were made on the

basis of personal and family influence. In 1784, however, the emergence of a

new Tory party (under William Pitt the Younger) helped coalesce opposition

factions into a new Whig party. The Whigs then advanced the interests of

industrialists, religious dissenters, and others who favored reforms. The Whig

party ceased to exist in the 19th century and many of its members joined the

emerging Liberal party, forming the party's conservative wing.

White Lotus Rebellion  Chinese rebellion. The White Lotus was a Buddhist cult

that opposed domination by the Manchus of the Ch'ing dynasty. From 1796-1804,

they conducted a guerrilla revolt in the mountains of central China in protest

against their poverty and excessive taxation. The imperial forces were hindered

for several years by corruption within the army, but they eventually put down

the rebellion. However, the revolt revealed the declining power of the Manchus

and paved the way for other revolts in the 1800s that ended in the overthrow of

the Ch'ing dynasty.

White Revolution  Reform movement in Iran during the 1950s and 1960s,

instituted by Mohammed Reza Shah Pahlevi and his advisers. It aimed especially

at land reforms, and an Office of Land Reform was established on August 20,

1960. Ultimately, however, the "revolution" failed to gain popular support and

the shah was forced to abdicate by the Islamic revolution in 1979. See Pahlevi,

Mohammed Reza Shah.

White Volunteer Army  Russian armies formed in the winter of 1917 and 1918 in

the peripheral areas of the former Russian Empire to combat the Bolshevik

regime established under Lenin. Though aided by 14 allied nations, they lacked

unified leadership and necessary supplies and were unable to prevail against

the Red Army.

Wilhelmina (1880-1962)  Queen of The Netherlands (1890-1948). Forced into exile

in Britain during World War II, she encouraged Dutch resistance to German

occupation.

William I (William the Conqueror) (1027-1087)  English king (1066-1087) and

duke of Normandy (1035-1087). With the help of French king Henry I, he

established his rule in Normandy in 1047, then later repulsed two French

invasions of Normandy (1054, 1058). In 1051, on a visit to his cousin, English

king Edward the Confessor, he is thought to have received a promise of the

English throne. On Edward's death, however, the crown passed to Harold, earl of

Wessex. William secured the pope's support for his claim and raised an army.

Invading England in 1066, he defeated and killed Harold in the Battle of

Hastings, marched on London, and was crowned king on Christmas Day. The English

resisted his rule and William spent several years crushing rebellions, seizing

estates, and redistributing lands to his Norman supporters. He brought the

church under his control and firmly established feudalism in England. William

authorized the compilation of the Domesday Book in 1085, a complete survey of

England. His son Robert succeeded him as duke of Normandy, and his son William

as king of England. William the Conqueror was an able administrator, a ruthless

and intelligent military commander, and one of the greatest leaders of his

time. His conquest of England radically altered the history of England and of

Western Europe.

William I (the Silent, Prince of Orange) (1533-1584)  Prince of Orange and

Count of Nassau. In 1568 he led the rebellion of The Netherlands against the

rule of Philip II of Spain.

William I (1772-1843)  First king of The Netherlands (1815-1840). Commerce and

industry flourished under his rule, but his treatment of Belgium, then part of

The Netherlands, led to its secession in 1830.

William I (1797-1888)  King of Prussia (1861-1888) and first German emperor

(1871-1888). He appointed Otto von Bismarck prime minister of Prussia in 1862,

and thereafter followed a militaristic policy that finally established Prussian

dominance over a unified Germany.

Willlam II (William Rufus) (d. 1100)  King of England (1087-1100), successor to

his father William I the Conqueror. His rule was ruthless and he made many

enemies. He conducted wars in Scotland, Wales, and Normandy, and maintained

Norman rule over England.

William II (1859-1941)  King of Prussia and German emperor (1888-1918). His

support of Austria-Hungary against Serbia contributed to the outbreak of World

War I and increased military control of the government. With Germany's defeat,

he abdicated.

William III (William of Orange) (1650-1702)  Stadtholder of the United

Provinces of The Netherlands (1672-1702) who became king of England (1689-1702)

by the Glorious Revolution. He ruled jointly with his wife Queen Mary II,

promoted Protestantism, fiscal and parliamentary reform, and led campaigns

against Louis XIV in the war of the Grand Alliance. He defeated James II at the

Battle of the Boyne in Ireland, thereby ending James' attempt to retake the

English throne.

William IV (1765-1837)  British king (1830-1837). He opposed parliamentary

reform, but reluctantly accepted passage of the Reform Bill of 1832.

Wilson, Sir James Harold (b. 1916)  British statesman. A leader of the Labour

party, he served twice as prime minister (1964 -1970, 1974-1976). His

government was marked by trouble with white-ruled Rhodesia, serious economic

problems, and unrest in Ireland.

Windsor, House of  From 1917 the official surname of the royal family of

Britain. It replaced the family name of Wettin and dynastic name of Saxe

-Codburg-Gotha. This change was effected by George V during World War I.

Wingate, Orde Charles (1903-1944)  British general. During World War II he

organized and led the Chindits, or Wingate's Raiders, a guerrilla unit that

fought against the Japanese in Burma.

Witenagemot (Witan)  King's council that existed in England in Anglo-Saxon

times. It consisted mainly of the nobles and bishops, and advised the king on

land grants, taxes, and other matters.

Witt, Jan de (1625-1672)  Dutch statesman and patriot. As grand pensionary he

led Holland in the Dutch Wars and was instrumental in forming the Triple

Alliance of 1668 and negotiating the Treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle.

Wittelsbach  Name of the family dynasty that ruled Bavaria (1180-1918). In

addition to providing Bavarian kings, the line also produced a king of the

Germans ( Rupert of the Palatinate, 1400-1410) and two Holy Roman emperors

(Louis IV of Bavaria, 1314 -1337; Charles VII, 1742-1745).

Wolfe, James (1727-1759)  British commander in the French and Indian War. He

led British forces in the capture of Quebec in 1759 from the French, thereby

ensuring British dominance in Canada.

Wolsey, Thomas (1475-1530)  English statesman and Catholic cardinal. As lord

chancellor of England (1515-1529), he was the leading force in English politics

during the early reign of King Henry VIII.

Woman suffrage  The right of women to the vote. The movement for woman suffrage

arose in many countries in the 19th and 20 centuries. In the United States,

woman suffrage began with a declaration of women's rights issued on July 19,

1848 by Mott, Stanton, and other feminists. The movement gained momentum with

the formation in 1869 of the National Woman Suffrage Association, which sought

woman suffrage through a constitutional amendment; and the American Woman

Suffrage Association, which sought it through state legislation. Both factions

merged in 1890 to form the National American Woman Suffrage Association. A

number of states eventually granted woman suffrage and national woman suffrage

was established in 1920, by the 19th Amendment to the Constitution. In Great

Britain, the movement for woman suffrage began as a part of the Chartist

movement. In the early 20th century the movement became more militant under the

leadership of Emmeline Pankhurst and others. Women received equal voting rights

with men in Britain in 1928.

World War I  Worldwide conflict (1914-1918) fought between the Allies (France,

Britain, Russia, Italy, United States, and others) and the Central Powers

(Germany, Austro-Hungarian Empire, Ottoman Empire, and others). The bloodiest,

most widespread war the world had known up to that time, World War I resulted

in over 30 million casualties, left much of Europe in ruin, and revolutionized

modern warfare. Among the causes of World War I were the rise of nationalist

movements in Europe (especially in Serbia), hardening of alliances between

various European powers (Triple Alliance and Entente), colonial rivalries in

Africa and elsewhere, the continuing instability of the Balkan Peninsula region

(Austrian annexation of Bosnia and Herzegovina in 1908), Balkan Wars (1912 and

1913), and the gradual collapse of the Ottoman Empire (Eastern Question). The

spark that touched off World War I was the assassination of Austrian Archduke

Ferdinand by a Serbian nationalist in 1914. The war quickly spread to many

different fronts and eventually involved all the major Western powers. World

War I saw the rise of bloody trench warfare (especially on the Western Front),

the mechanization of warfare (tanks, planes, and motorized vehicles used), and

the advent of chemical warfare. It also brought drastic political changes.

Russia's staggering losses on the Eastern Front helped bring down the czarist

government in 1917 and led to creation of the first Communist state. The

Ottoman Empire, long in decline, finally collapsed under the strains of war and

was dismembered. The war also broke up the Austro-Hungarian Empire, giving rise

to the independent states of Austria, Hungary, Czechoslovakia, and Yugoslavia

(as it was later called). The German surrender finally ended the war in 1918.

Initially, the tremendous destruction caused by the war gave wide support to

the newly created League of Nations and international efforts to end wars. But

the war had set in motion great social and economic changes. Coupled with

German resentment at the harsh peace terms imposed by the Allies, these changes

helped pave the way for the outbreak of World War II.

World War II  Worldwide conflict (1939-1945) involving all of the great powers

and many of the lesser states as well. The combatants were divided into two

opposing groups: the Allies (led by Britain, the United States, France, and

[after 1941] the U.S.S.R.), and the Axis powers (led by Germany, Russia [to

1941], Italy, and Japan). The war resulted in widespread destruction and

suffering and cost many millions of lives. In addition, millions of others

(notably Jews and Poles) died in Nazi death camps or were made slave laborers.

The mechanization of warfare reached new levels in World War II and the

airplane emerged as an important weapon in war on land and at sea. Finally, the

use of atomic bombs by the United States at the end of the war introduced the

age of nuclear warfare. The causes of World War II are rooted in the economic,

social, and political chaos of Europe following World War I. The economic

collapse in Germany after the war and the harsh peace terms imposed by the

Allies fostered German resentment and gave birth to Hitler's Nazi party.

Fascism, under Mussolini, was also born of the postwar chaos in Italy. The rise

of militaristic, totalitarian regimes was further aided by fear of the

Communists and by a new economic collapse in the late 1920s and early 1930s

(the Great Depression helped bring Hitler to power in Germany). It was Hitler

who, after clearly adopting a militaristic aggressive policy, started World War

II by invading Poland in 1939. Though Hitler quickly conquered Continental

Europe, his decision to invade the U.S.S.R. in 1941 (until then an ally) proved

to be his undoing. After the Japanese began the war in the Pacific Theater, the

United States entered the hostilities and Germany was confronted by the

combined forces of the United States, the U.S.S.R., and the British

Commonwealth, as well as resistance fighters from conquered nations. From about

1942, the tide of the war turned against the Axis powers and the surrender of

Nazi Germany in May 1945 was closely followed by the Japanese surrender in

September 1945. Treaties were signed at Paris in 1947 by the Allies and Italy,

Romania, Hungary, Bulgaria, and Finland. A peace treaty with Japan was signed

in 1951.

Worms, Diet of  Imperial diet called in 1521 during the Reformation by Holy

Roman Emperor Charles V. It was convened at Worms, Germany, to consider action

against Protestant reformer Martin Luther. Luther had already been condemned by

Pope Leo X and was given safe conduct to appear before the diet on April 17,

1521. There Luther was asked to repudiate his teachings; on the following day

he refused. The subsequent Edict of Worms on May 25 declared Luther a heretic

and outlaw and forced him to go into hiding for some months.

Worms, Synod of  1. Synod of German Catholic bishops called in 1076 at Worms,

now in West Germany, by Holy Roman Emperor Henry IV. A high point in Henry's

conflict with the pope over lay investiture, the synod declared Pope Gregory

VII deposed, in response to Gregory's attempt to impose reforms. Gregory

subsequently excommunicated and deposed Henry in 1076. 2. Synod of German

bishops called in 1122 at Worms to settle the investiture controversy between

Holy Roman Emperor Henry V and Pope Calixtus II. The synod formulated the

Concordat of Worms. See Concordat of Worms.

Wu Chao (d. 705 A.D.)  Chinese empress who was the only woman sovereign in

China's history (683-705 A.D.). Made empress by her husband Emperor Kao

T'ang/Tsung, she took control of the government at his death and ruled in his

stead. An excellent administrator, she reorganized the army, oversaw the

conquest of Korea, reduced taxes, and used the civil service system to recruit

legal officials. Because of her encouragement of Buddhism, it reached the

height of its popularity in China during her reign.

Wu Ti (156-87 B.C.)  Emperor (140-87 B.C.) of the Chinese Han dynasty. He

greatly expanded the empire (into Vietnam, Korea, and the northern and western

border regions), instituted administrative reforms to further strengthen

imperial authority, set up the Chinese Examination System, and established

Confucianism as the state religion.

Wycliffe, John (Wyclif, John) (1320-1384)  English reformer and theologian

whose attacks on church doctrine anticipated the Protestant Reformation. He

began the first English translation of the Bible.

Xavier, Saint Francis (1506-1552)  Catholic missionary priest, called "the

Apostle of the Indies." One of the seven original Jesuits, he converted many

thousands in India, Ceylon, the Malay Archipelago, and Japan.

Xenocrates (396-314 B.C.)  Greek philosopher. A disciple of Plato, he succeeded

Speusippus as head of the Greek Academy.

Xenophanes (6th century B.C.)  Greek philosopher and poet, a member, and once

thought to be the founder of the Eleatic school. He asserted the existence of

one God closely identified with the material world.

Xenophon (434 -355 B.C.)  Greek military leader and historian who commanded

Greek forces in the service of Persian king Cyrus the Younger. His best-known

work, the Anabasis, recounts the retreat of the Ten Thousand Immortals

following Cyrus' death at Cunaxa in 401 B.C.

Xerxes I (519-465 B.C.)  Persian king (486-465 B.C.), successor to his father,

Darius I. He prepared a massive force for the conquest of Greece, but was

defeated at Salamis in 480 B.C.

Yalta Conference  Allied conference held in 1945 during World War II, at Yalta

in the Crimea. Attended by American President Roosevelt, British Prime Minister

Churchill, and Russian Premier Stalin, it restated the Allied determination to

receive only unconditional surrender in Germany. The conference planned for the

postwar occupation of Germany by the four major Allied powers, discussed the

postwar reorganization of Europe, and made plans for the San Francisco

Conference to establish the United Nations.

Yamamoto, Isoroku (1884-1943)  Japanese admiral. He led the attack on Pearl

Harbor, thus precipitating American entry into World War II.

Yeltsin, Boris (b. 1931)  President of Russia, 1991. A Communist party member

since 1961, he was called up by Mikhail Gorbachev to lead the Moscow party but

was forced out in 1987. His popular following led to his election to Parliament

in 1990 and subsequent elevation to Chairman of Parliament. He took over

effective leadership of the U.S.S.R. following a failed coup in August 1991 and

became the first popularly elected president of Russia. Economic difficulties

have eroded his power. The industrialized nations have pledged over $30 billion

in aid. In April 1993, he called for and survived a referendum that asked

Russian voters for a vote of confidence.

Yeoman  In English history, a member of a class between the gentry and simple

laborers. The term was also applied to servants or retainers of middle rank and

to such units as the Yeomen of the Guard, long the personal bodyguard of the

king.

Yeomen of the Guard  Personal bodyguard of the sovereign of England, established in 1485 by Henry VII. They are often called beefeaters.

Yi dynasty  Dynasty of rulers of Korea (1392-1910). The dynasty was founded by

General Yi Song-gye, who seized power in 1392 with aid from China's Ming

rulers. The capital was established at Seoul and Chinese cultural influence was

strong (Confucianism was adopted by the state). In subsequent years the dynasty

repulsed an invasion by the Japanese in 1592 but was forced to recognize the

Manchus as their overlords after an invasion in 1627. From the 17th to the 19th

centuries, the Yi rulers imposed a policy of isolationism and it was not until

after the Japanese forced them to accept trade relations in 1876 that commerce

with Western powers began. Soon after, however, the rise of Japanese influence

on the mainland resulted in the takeover of Korea. In 1910 Japan ended the Yi

dynasty reign by annexing the kingdom.

Yin-yang  In Chinese philosophy, the two opposite but complementary groups of

qualities that form the basis of the world. Yin is represented as earth, dark,

female, odd, negative, and passive, and Yang is represented as Heaven, light,

male, even, positive, and active.

Yoritomo (1147-1199)  Japanese warrior of the Minamoto clan. He became the

first Kamakura shogun of Japan in 1192.

York, House of  Royal house of England, a branch of the Plantagenet family. Its

members included three kings, Edward IV, Edward V, and Richard III. Its claims

to the English throne in opposition to those of the House of Lancaster resulted

in the Wars of the Roses.

York, Richard Plantagenet, 3rd duke of (1411-1460)  English nobleman and

claimant to the throne of England. He served as protector (1454 and 1455, 1455

and 1456) during the mental lapses of King Henry IV. His attempts to secure the

crown led to the Wars of the Roses. He was recognized as heir apparent in 1460

but was defeated and killed by Margaret of Anjou at the Battle of Wakefield in

1460.

Yoshida, Shigeru (1878-1967)  Japanese statesman. He served as prime minister

of Japan five times between 1946 and 1954 and oversaw Japan's recovery from

World War II.

Young Italy  Italian movement that sought establishment of a republic of Italy.

Founded in 1831 by Mazzini, it was instrumental in the Italian Risorgimento but

declined in importance after 1848.

Young Plan  Second plan adopted for payment of German reparations after World

War I, succeeding the Dawes Plan. Put into effect in 1930, it was repudiated by

Hitler.

Young Turks  Group of young Turkish revolutionaries who rebelled against Sultan

Abdul Hamid II in 1908 and compelled him to restore constitutional government.

The term has since been used to designate young factions within larger groups.

Yuan  Chinese dynasty (1260-1368) established in 1260 by Kublai Khan. The Yuan

made their capital at Peking, built the Grand Canal, constructed a road and

canal system linking the country, and developed a postal system. They also

encouraged trade with the West. Marco Polo lived at their court and took tales

of their culture back to Europe. However, the Yuan never established rapport

with the Chinese natives and were overthrown by the Ming in 1368.

Yuan Shih-kai (1859-1916)  Chinese imperial official and first president of the

Republic of China (1912-1916). He ruled harshly and dissolved Parliament in

1914, thus provoking popular revolts. His attempt to establish a new dynasty

and restore the empire in 1916 led to his downfall.

Yung-Lo (1360-1424)  Chinese emperor (1403-1424). Third of the Ming dynasty

emperors. He led expeditions against the Mongols, annexed Annam, sent ships as

far as East Africa, moved the capital from Nanking to Peking in 1421, and

brought the Ming Empire to the point of its greatest power and influence.

Zaghlul Pasha, Saad (1860-1927)  Egyptian nationalist leader and statesman. As

head of the Wafd party he helped lead the movement for Egyptian independence

after World War I.

Zaibatsu  Family-owned Japanese financial and economic combines or cartels.

They have played an enormous role in Japan's economic development since the

Meiji restoration in 1868 and control important segments of Japanese commerce,

finance, and industry.

Zangi (1084-1146)  Seljuk ruler. He fought successfully against the crusaders,

established the Zangi dynasty (1127-1250), and extended his rule over much of

Syria, Palestine, and Iraq.

Zapata, Emiliano (1879-1919)  Mexican revolutionary. An advocate of agrarian

reform, he at first supported but later opposed Madero and his successors.

Zapata's army occupied Mexico City three times (1914 and 1915).

Zapotec  Indian people of Mexico inhabiting the eastern and southern regions of

Oaxaca. Once an independent nation centered at Monte Alban, they enjoyed an

advanced civilization reflecting Mayan and Toltec influences. Subsequently

allied with the Aztecs, they continued to flourish until the Spanish Conquest.

Zealots  Jewish sect noted for its extreme opposition to Roman rule in Judea.

The Zealots played a leading role in the unsuccessful revolt against Rome (66

-70 A.D.).

Zemstvo  A local and provincial assembly in czarist Russia. Established in 1864

as one of the major reforms of Alexander II, the Zemstvos produced numerous

reforms and improvements before being superseded in 1917 by the Soviets after

the Bolshevik Revolution.

Zen Buddhism  Buddhist sect. It was founded in the 5th century A.D. by

Bodhidharma, who brought it from India to China. From there it spread to Japan.

Zen stresses the awakening (satori) of the wisdom (prajna) that lies dormant

within each soul. This wisdom is awakened by meditation and by personal

instruction of a master to a pupil. Zen came to be a significant influence in

many aspects of Chinese and Japanese life.

Zenobia (d. after 272 A.D.)  Queen of Palmyra. She greatly expanded her realm

through conquest in Asia Minor and Egypt before her defeat and capture by Roman

emperor Aurelian in 272 A.D.

Zeno of Citium (336-264 B.C.)  Greek philosopher. Zeno studied under the Cynics

before establishing his own school at the Stoa Poikile in Athens, from which

evolved the name of his philosophy, Stoicism.

Zetkin, Clara (1857-1933)  German feminist and Communist leader. One of the

founders of the German Communist party.

Zhukov, Georgi Konstantinovich (1896-1974)  Russian general and marshal of the

Soviet Union. He played a major role in the Russian defeat of the German

offensive in World War II.

Zia, Mohammad ul-Haq (1924-1989)  Ruler of Pakistan after a successful coup

against Zulfikar Bhutto in 1977. He died in a plane crash in August 1988.

Zimmermann Telegram (Zimmermann Note)  Telegram sent in 1917 by German Foreign

Secretary Arthur Zimmermann to the German ambassador to the United States

suggesting an alliance with Mexico in the event of American entry into World

War I against Germany. The telegram, intercepted and made public, helped arouse

American sentiment against Germany.

Zinoviev, Grigori Evseyevich (1883-1936)  Russian Communist leader who played

a leading role in the Soviet government (1917-1926). With Stalin and Kamenev he

formed the triumvirate that ruled after the death of Lenin. He also headed the

Comintern (1919-1926). He was executed during the Stalinist purges.

Zionism  Jewish movement for the establishment and preservation of a Jewish

national state in Palestine. The first Zionist council was held in 1897 in

Basel, Switzerland under the leadership of Herzl. With the advent of World War

I, Great Britain lent its support to the movement through the Balfour

Declaration in 1917. World War II reemphasized the need for a Jewish homeland.

The U.N. plan for the partition of Palestine resulted in the establishment of a

Jewish state in 1948.

Zog I (Ahmed Bey Zogu) (1895-1961)  King of Albania (1928-1939). He led Albania

into military and financial dependence on Mussolini's Italy and was overthrown

after the Italian invasion of Albania.

Zola, Emile (1840-1902)  French novelist, a leader of the naturalist movement

in France, and one of the greatest French writers of the 19th century. He

played a leading role in the Dreyfus Affair.

Zollverein  German customs union. Begun in the early 1800s by Prussia, it grew

to include all the German states. Its policies were incorporated in 1871 into

the German Empire.

Zoroastrianism  Ancient Persian religion founded in the 6th century B.C. by

Zoroaster. Its teachings center on Ahura Mazda, a god of righteousness, who

would battle the evil spirits led by Ahriman until the ultimate victory over

evil is achieved. Zoroastrianism was made the state religion of Persia by the

Sassanidae in the 3rd century A.D. and is believed to have influenced both

Judaism and Christianity. Its few remaining adherents are known as Parsees.

Zwingli, Huldreich or Ulrich (1484-1531)  Swiss reformer, the leading figure in

the Swiss Protestant Reformation. His opposition to Luther's views on the

nature of the Eucharist led to great dissension within the Protestant church.
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